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VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
Daily Current Affairs – 2019 

(17thFeb) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 
The last of the elusive pangolins: 

 Why in news?  Obsession for its supposedly medicinal 
scales in China is believed to have made the ant-eating Chinese 
Pangolin, one of two species found in South Asia, extinct in 
India. 
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About: 

• The pangolin is the most trafficked mammal in the world. 
Though hunted for its meat across the northeastern States 
and in central India, the demand for its scales in China 
has made it the most critically endangered animal in less 
than a decade. 

• Between November 2018 and January 2019, at least five 
cases of pangolin smuggling were reported from West 
Bengal and Assam, indicating that illegal trade of the most-
smuggled mammal is still going on in the country. 
 

About the pangolin: 

• The pangolin, which can be found all over India, seems 
doomed because of its scales, which are said to have 
medicinal value and are more expensive than gold, are 
sheared ruthlessly. 

• These species range in size from 30 to 100 cm (12 to 39 
in).  A number of extinct pangolin species are also known. 

• Pangolins have large, protective keratin scales covering 
their skin; they are the only known mammals with this 
feature.  

• They live in hollow trees or burrows, depending on the 
species. Pangolins are nocturnal, and their diet consists of 
mainly ants and termites, which they capture using their 
long tongues. They tend to be solitary animals, meeting only 
to mate and produce a litter of one to three offspring, which 
are raised for about two years. 
 

 

************* 
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Britannia to help women start businesses: 

Why in news?  Britannia Industries Ltd. (BIL) is currently 
sifting the million-plus applications that it received from 
unemployed homemakers who responded to an initiative 
launched by the company to make them entrepreneurs. 

 

About: 

• BIL realized that it could play a role in inspiring and 
supporting these women to chase their dreams and 
become a change-catalyst. 

• To that end, it rolled out the Britannia Marie Gold Indian 
Women Entrepreneurship Survey Report 2018. Conducted 
by Nielsen, this study revealed that homemakers had the 
aspirations of embarking on a entrepreneurship journey 
and finding financial independence. 

• Results that came in last month showed 48% of the 
respondents had harboured dreams of launching a 
business and gaining financial independence, in their 
youth. 

• Armed with these findings, BIL launched an initiative to 
help register their keenness to set up a business. This drew 
over a million responses. 

• BIL will shortlist 50 women from whom 10 would be 
selected for getting 10 lakh each to launch their 
businesses.  

 

    ************* 
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Facts for Prelims: 

v Great Indian hornbills  
• The great hornbill (Buceros bicornis) also known as the 

great Indian hornbill or great pied hornbill, is one of the 
larger members of the hornbill family. It is found in the 
Indian subcontinent and Southeast Asia.  

• Its impressive size and colour have made it important in 
many tribal cultures and rituals. The great hornbill is 
long-lived, living for nearly 50 years in captivity.  

• It is predominantly frugivorous, but is an opportunist and 
will prey on small mammals, reptiles and birds. 
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