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Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

Half of waste-to-energy plants in India defunct: 

 Why in news?  Nearly half of India’s waste-to-energy (WTE) 
plants, meant to convert non-biodegradable waste, are 
defunct. Further, the country’s inability to segregate waste has 
resulted in even the existing plants working below capacity, says 
an analysis by the Centre for Science and Environment. 

 

About the India’s WTE plants: 

• Since 1987, 15 WTE plants have been set up across the 
country. However, seven of these plants have shut down. 

• Apart from Delhi, these include plants at Kanpur, 
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Lucknow, Vijayawada and 
Karimnagar. 

• The key reasons for closure are the plants’ inability to 
handle mixed solid waste and the high cost of electricity 
generated by them that renders it unattractive to power 
companies. 

• However, this has not stopped the government from betting 
big on WTE. The NITI Aayog, as part of the Swachh 
Bharat Mission, envisages 800 megawatt from WTE 
plants by 2018-19, which is 10 times the capacity of all the 
existing WTE plants put together. 

• It also proposes setting up a Waste-to-Energy Corporation 
of India, which would construct incineration plants through 
PPP models. Currently, there are 40-odd WTE plants at 
various stages of construction. 
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• The fundamental reason (for the inefficiency of these 
plants) is the quality and composition of waste. MSW 
(municipal solid waste) in India has low calorific value and 
high moisture content. As most wastes sent to the WTE 
plants are unsegregated, they also have high inert content. 
These wastes are just not suitable for burning in these 
plants. To burn them, additional fuel is required which 
makes these plants expensive to run 

• About 1.43 lakh tonnes per day (TPD) of municipal solid 
waste (MSW) are generated across the country. Of this, 1.11 
lakh TPD (77.6%) is collected and 35,602 TPD (24.8%) 
processed. 

• In addition, India generates close to 25,940 TPD of plastic 
waste of which 15,342 remains uncollected, according to 
the Central Pollution Control Board. 

• As per the Union Ministry of Environment and Forests, 
MSW generation will reach 4.5 lakh TPD by 2031 and 11.9 
lakh TPD by 2050. 

• The WTEs have also triggered widespread opprobrium 
among citizens. For instance, there has been a continuous 
protest against the Okhla WTE plant for polluting the 
environment. In 2016, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) 
slapped environmental compensation fine of ₹25 lakh on 
the plant. 

• Moreover, the plants are expensive because they produce 
power at nearly ₹7 per unit, which is more than the ₹3-5 
offered by thermal as well as solar sources. 

 

Solid Waste Management: 

• It is a term that is used to refer to the process of collecting 
and treating solid wastes. It also includes solutions for 
recycling items that do not belong to garbage or trash. 
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Issues and Challenges in India’s SWM: 

• With rapid urbanisation, there is substantial increase in 
solid waste generation which has strained the Solid Waste 
Management System 

• Most Urban local bodies in India struggle to provide 
efficient waste management services due to financial 
problems, lack of infrastructure and technology Though 
solid waste management rules mandate source segregation 
of wastes, it has largely not been followed. Due to improper 
segregation of waste, much of recyclability of waste is lost. 

• The waste management sector in India is constituted 
primarily of the informal workers who come from the urban 
poor. The rag pickers, who are instrumental in waste 
recycling, are highly vulnerable to health damages owing to 
poor work conditions. 

• Apathy on the part of management and also poor 
community participation is a major constraint in solid waste 
management in India 

 

 

************* 

Panel moots minimum wage of Rs 375 per day: 

Why in news?  An expert panel has recommended that a 
need-based national minimum wage for workers across the 
country be set at ₹375 per day, or ₹9,750 per month. 

 

About: 

• In a report submitted to the Ministry of Labour and 
Employment, an Expert Committee on Determining the 
Methodology for Fixation of the National Minimum Wage has 
also recommended different national minimum wages for 
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“different geographical regions of the country to suit the 
local realities and as per socio-economic and labour 
market contexts.” 

• These regional wage recommendations range from ₹342 per 
day in some States including Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and 
West Bengal to ₹447/day for States such as Delhi, Goa, 
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and Punjab. 

• While the Minimum Wages Act was enacted in 1948, it 
stipulates different wages according to occupation and 
State; there is no national minimum wage. In 2016, then 
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley hiked minimum wages for 
unskilled non-agricultural workers by 42% to ₹350 per 
day. 

• The Code on Wages Bill, 2017, had proposed a national 
minimum wage and five regional minimum wages. However, 
it was referred to a parliamentary standing committee 
which, in its December 2018 report, said State governments 
must be consulted before any national minimum wage is set 
by the Centre. 
 

 

************* 
 

Facts for Prelims: 

v African Union  

• Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-CC became the 
President of the African Union. 

What is the African Union? 

• The African Union is a continental Union with members 
of all 55 countries of Africa. But this does not include 
various regions of European domination located in 
Africa. 
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• The African Union was first established on May 26, 
2001 in the capital of Ethiopia in Addis Ababa and it 
was unveiled in South Africa on 9 July next year. 

• The African Union was formed by displacing the 
Organization of African Unity (OAU).  That the 32 
African Governments had started this organization on 
25 May 1963 in Addis Ababa. 

 

v GIVEITUP 'CAMPAIGN 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Gift It Up 
campaign on March 27, 2015. This campaign is a 
campaign requesting to discontinue its gas subsidy from 
the affluent group. This campaign was started on the 
occasion of Energy Consolidated Annual Summit 'Energy 
Consummation 2015'. 

• Under this campaign, the affluent sections of society have 
been requested to sacrifice their LPG subsidies so that the 
subsidy can be given to the needy people of the society. 

• The Prime Minister also requested that the Gave It Up 
campaign should be taken in the same way as the Clean 
India and the Beti Bachao Abhiyan. 

  
 
************* 
 

 
 

   


