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                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                                          Daily Current Affairs –2019 

                            (10thFeb) 

            Resources:  The Hindu/PIB 

Human-elephant conflict kills 1,713 people, 373 
pachyderms in 3 years: 

 Why in news?  In the three years between, 2015-2018, 
human-elephant conflict caused 1,713 human and 373 
elephant deaths by unnatural causes, including electrocution and 
poaching. Experts say various factors, including habitat 
disturbance and urbanization, could be the cause of the alarming 
rise in unnatural human and animal casualties.,  
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About  

• In a response to Parliament, Dr. Mahesh Sharma, Minister of 
State in the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change (MoEFF), said damage to houses and crops had been 
reported in several States. Data presented by him showed 
that the highest numbers of human casualties had occurred 
in West Bengal (307 deaths), followed closely by Odisha 
(305). 
 
 

Related Concept – Elephant Corridors 
 

• Elephant corridors are narrow strips of land that connect two 
large habitats of elephants. 

• The movement of elephants is essential to ensure that their 
populations are genetically viable. It also helps to regenerate 
forests on which other species, including tigers, depend. 

• Elephant corridors are also crucial to reduce animal fatalities 
due to accidents and other reasons. So fragmentation of 
forests makes it all the more important to preserve migratory 
corridors. 

• Ending human interference in the pathways of elephants 
is more a conservation imperative. 

• Nearly 40% of elephant reserves are vulnerable, as they are 
not within protected parks and sanctuaries. Also, the 
migration corridors have no specific legal protection. 

• Forests that have turned into farms and unchecked tourism 
are blocking animals’ paths. Animals are thus forced to seek 
alternative routes resulting in increased elephant-human 
conflict. 

• Weak regulation of ecotourism is severely impacting important 
habitats. It particularly affects animals that have large home 
ranges, like elephants. 
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• Efforts should be to expand elephant corridors, using the 
successful models within the country. This includes 
acquisition of lands using private funds and their transfer to 
the government. 
 

Related Concept – Project Elephant 
 

• It is a centrally sponsored scheme; launched in 1992 
 

 
Objectives: 

 
Ø To protect elephants, their habitat & corridors 
Ø To address issues of man-animal conflict 
Ø Welfare of captive elephants 

 
 
Main activities of the Project are as follows 

 
• Ecological restoration of existing natural habitats and 

migratory routes of elephants; 
• Development of scientific and planned management for 

conservation of elephant habitats and viable population of 
Wild Asiatic elephants in India 

• Promotion of measures for mitigation of man elephant conflict 
in crucial habitats and moderating pressures of human and 
domestic stock activities in crucial elephant habitats 

• Strengthening of measures for protection of Wild 
elephants form poachers and unnatural causes of death 

• Eco-development and Veterinary care. 
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************* 

Push for generous rehab scheme for Naga cadres: 

Why in news?  A Parliamentary panel has recommended the 
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) prepare a detailed and generous 
rehabilitation-cum-settlement scheme for the cadres of National 
Socialist Council of Nagaland (Isak-Muivah), the group that 
signed a Naga Framework Agreement with the Centre in 2015. 

 

About the NSCM: 

• Nationalist Socialist Council of Nagaland was formed to 
advance the Naga cause for sovereignty. 

• This organisation has operations in the Naga inhabited regions 
of India & Myanmar, with easy cross border access. 

• This group has had major splits. Issac-Muivah faction (NSCN – 
IM) is currently involved in peace talks with the Indian 
government, while the Kaplang faction with its major 
operations in Myanmar is designated as a terror outfit by 
India. 
 

Greater Nagalim 

• A “Greater Nagalim” comprising “all contiguous Naga-
inhabited areas”, along with Nagaland. That included several 
districts of Assam, Arunachal and Manipur, as also a large 
tract of Myanmar.  

• The map of “Greater Nagalim” has about 1,20,000 sq km, 
while the state of Nagaland consists of 16,527 sq km. 
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• The claims have always kept Assam, Manipur and Arunachal 
Pradesh wary of a peace settlement that might affect their 
territories. 

• The Nagaland Assembly has endorsed the ‘Greater Nagalim’ 
demand — “Integration of all Naga-inhabited contiguous 
areas under one administrative umbrella” — as many as 
five times: in December 1964, August 1970, September 
1994, December 2003 and as recently as on July 27, 2015. 
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• The NSCN (Isak-Muivah) has been engaged in peace talks with 
the interlocutor of the Central government since 1997, when it 
announced a ceasefire agreement after an insurgency 
movement that started in Nagaland soon after India’s 
Independence. 

• The NSCN(K) had signed ceasefire with the Centre in 2001 but 
unilaterally abrogated (repeal or do away) it in March 2015 
when the then chairman of the group, S.S. Khaplang, was 
alive. 

• In 2015, the Centre signed a framework agreement with the 
National Socialist Council of Nagaland-Isak-Muivah (NSCN-IM) 
to end the long- drawn Naga insurgency after it agreed to 
give up the demand for sovereignty. Six Naga political 
groups joined the discussions later. 

• The Union government has also started separate talks with 
working committees of six Naga nationalist political groups 
since 2017. 

 

 

 

************** 

Swine flu death toll touches 100 in Rajasthan, even as 
2,793 test positive: 

Why in news?  Four people died of swine flu in Rajasthan 
recently, taking the total death toll to 100 in the State so far this 
year. Eighty seven new cases were reported in the State, taking 
the tally of patients to 2,793 in 39 days. 

Fifty-four deaths and 1,187 cases were reported in Gujarat till 
February 7, while 30 deaths and 301 cases were reported from 
Punjab, according to data by the Health Ministry. 
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Swine Flu (H1N1) 

 

• Swine influenza, also called pig influenza, swine flu, hog flu 
and pig flu, is an infection caused by any one of several types 
of swine influenza viruses. Swine influenza virus is any strain 
of the influenza family of viruses that is endemic in pigs. 

• Influenza A (H1N1) virus is the subtype of influenza A virus 
that is the most common cause of human influenza. 

• It is an orthomyxovirus that contains the glycoproteins 
haemagglutinin and neuraminidase. For this reason, they 
are described as H1N1, H1N2 etc. depending on the type of H 
or N antigens they express with metabolic synergy.  

• Some strains of H1N1 are endemic in humans and cause a 
small fraction of all influenza-like illness and a small fraction 
of all seasonal influenza. Other strains of H1N1 are endemic in 
pigs (swine influenza) and in birds (avian influenza). 

 

 

 ************* 
 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Multinational Training Exercise 'Cutlass Express' 
• Indian Navy participated in the CUTLASS EXPRESS exercise 

from Jan 27 to 06, 2019. 
• Cutlass Express, U.S. Sponsored by the Africa Command 

(USA Africa Command-USAFRICOM) and an exercise 
conducted by Naval Forces Africa-NAVAF. 
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• Its objective is to assess and improve the marine law 
enforcement capacity, to promote national and regional 
security in East Africa, to inform planning and operations and 
to shape the efforts of the Security Force Support (SFA). 

• Coordinators from the United States of America, India and 
the Netherlands jointly trained with the assistance of the 
International Marine Organization, Joint Marine Force and 
the European Naval Forces of Naval, Coast Guard and 
Marine Police personnel of Eastern African countries. 
 

 
************* 
 

 


