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                                                  Daily Current Affairs  

                        (6th Feb-2019) 

                   Resources: The Hindu/PIB 

                           

             Train project will eat into forestland: 

 Why in news?  The Mumbai-Ahmadabad high speed train 
corridor project was accorded wildlife clearance on January 10. 

 

About: 

• The Thane Creek Flamingo (TCF) Wildlife Sanctuary, which 
the project will eat into, came into being on August 2015 and 
the 1,690-hectare bird haven — 896 hectares of mangrove 
forests and 794 hectares of a water-body — is on the 
western bank of the creek, between the Airoli and the Vashi 
bridges connecting Mumbai and Navi Mumbai. 
 

• Apart from the creek, the project also involves diverting 32.75 
ha of forestland and 77.30 ha of non-forestland from the 
Sanjay Gandhi National Park which houses leopards and 
transfer of 0.6902 ha of forest land and 4.7567 ha of non-
forest land from the Tungareshwar Wildlife Sanctuary. 

 
• The National Board of Wildlife — the apex body tasked with 

according permissions to allow forest land to be diverted for 
industrial development — has laid pre-conditions for the 
bullet train project. 
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• These include paying Rs. 10 crore (2% of 500 crore — the 

component of the project in Mumbai) for habitat 
improvement of the sanctuary, barricading the work site to 
ensure that no debris fall outside the project area and 
‘…providing site and funds for penal plantation of at least 5 
times the number of mangrove plants anticipated to be 
lost in this project..’ 

 
• Largely funded by a soft loan by Japan, the Rs. 1 trillion 

Mumbai-Ahmedabad bullet train project has a track-length 
of 508 km, and will originate at the Bandra Kurla Complex, 
Mumbai and terminate at the Sabarmati, in Gujarat. 

 
• The length across Maharashtra will be 155.64 km, 4.3 km 

across Dadra & Nagar Haveli, while the track length will be 
about 348.2 km in Gujarat. 

 
 
 
 

************* 

Russia to develop new missile systems by 2021: 

Why in news?  Russia’s Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu said 
the country must develop new types of missile systems in the 
next two years after Washington and ripped up a key arms 
control treaty. 

 

About: 

• The United States has repeatedly accused Russia of violating 
the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) agreement and 
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President Donald Trump said Washington was starting a 
process to withdraw from the treaty in six months. 

• In a tit-for-tat move, Russian President Vladimir Putin said 
Moscow was also leaving the treaty and beginning work on 
new types of weapons that would breach the crucial Cold War-
era agreement. 

• The Trump and Obama administrations have repeatedly 
alleged that Russia was violating the treaty by fielding a 
ground-based cruise missile, the Novator 9M729 (“SSC-8” in 
NATO terminology) that could strike Europe at a short 
notice, an allegation that Russia has repeatedly denied.  

• The Russians have raised counter-allegations against the U.S., 
with regard to launchers for antiballistic missile systems in 
Europe. 

• The U.S. has also been concerned that China has been 
gaining a strategic advantage over it as it is not party to 
the treaty and bound by its terms. Withdrawal from the 
treaty will increase the weapons options for the U.S. in the 
Pacific, where China has increased its influence. 

 

Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty: 

• The Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF Treaty, 
formally Treaty between the United States of America and the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Elimination of Their 
Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles) is a 1987 
arms control agreement between the United States and 
the Soviet Union. 

• Under the INF Treaty, the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. agreed to 
eliminate within three years all ground-launched-missiles of 
500-5,500 km range and not to develop, produce or deploy 
these in future. 
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• The U.S. destroyed 846 Pershing IIs and Ground Launched 
Cruise Missiles (GLCMs) and the U.S.S.R., 1,846 missiles 
(SS-4s, SS-5s and SS-20s), along with its support facilities. 

  

                              ****************** 

 

 

                   The Farmington racket : 

 

Why in news?  129 Indian students were detained by the U.S. 
Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) unit’s University of 
Farmington. 

 

The students were accused of misusing the H1B visa rules. 
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