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                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                                                  Daily Current Affairs  

                        (5th Feb-2019) 

                   Resources: The Hindu/PIB 

                           

                                Vision 2040 : 

Why in news?  The Ministry of civil aviation has recently 
revealed the Vision 2040 document, which highlights the growth 
potential in different sub-sectors of Indian aviation. 

 

Details of the Vision: 

• As per the document the total passenger traffic(to, from within 

India) in India is expected to rise close to six-fold from 187 million 

in FY 2018 to around 1124 million in FY 2040. 

 

• This includes around 821 million domestic passengers and 

around 303 million international passengers. 
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• The overall CAGR works out to around 9% in domestic and 7% 

in international traffic during FY 2018-2040. 

 

• The government may consider establishing a Nabh Nirman fund 
(NNF) with starting corpus of USD 2 billion to support low traffic 
airports in their initial phases. 

 

 

• This document talks about India having a robust 20-year plan 
that lays out the targets and path to get there along with time 
lines and clear accountability. 

 

• Technological developments like artificial intelligence, machine 
learning, Blockchain, biometrics, composites, super-alloys, 
biofuels etc. are changing the face of aviation. 

 

 

• Initiative like Nabh Nirman (for airport capacity augmentation), 
Digi Yatra (for paperless travel) and Airsewa (for online passenger 
grievance redressal) are bringing in radical changes. 

 

• The tax structure of Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF), maintenance, 
repair and overhaul (MRO), and aircraft leasing may be gradually 
aligned with leading global jurisdictions. 
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• The concept of land pooling may be used to keep land acquisition 
costs low and to provide landowners with high value developed 
plots in the vicinity of the airport. 

 

• It also provided for DGCA may be converted into a fully 
independent Civil Aviation Authority, with its own sources of 
funding and freedom to recruit professional at market-linked 
salaries. 

• Most transactions with DGCA will be automated with minimal 
human interface. 

 

About Jet fuel, aviation turbine fuel (ATF), or avtur: 

It is a type of aviation fuel designed for use in aircraft powered 
by gas-turbine engines. It is colorless to straw-colored in 
appearance.  

The most commonly used fuels for commercial aviation are Jet A 
and Jet A-1, which are produced to a standardized international 
specification. The only other jet fuel commonly used in civilian 
turbine-engine powered aviation is Jet B, which is used for its 
enhanced cold-weather performanc 

 

                                       **************** 
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Emission levels rising faster in Indian cities than in 
China: 

Why in news? A recent study shows that the Urbanization is 
accelerating greenhouse gas emissions from vehicles in India at a 
faster than in China. 

About the Study: 

• On an average, an Indian emitted about 20 kg per capita while 
commuting for work, with the highest (140 kg CO2) in 
Gurugram district (Haryana) and the lowest (1.8 kg CO2) in 
Shrawasti district (Uttar Pradesh). 

• In China a 1% increase in urbanisation was linked with a 
0.12% increase in CO2 emissions whereas, in India, it 
translated into 0.24% increase in emissions 

• India’s CO2 emission grew by an estimated 4.6% in 2017 and 
its per-capita emission was about 1.8 tonnes. 

•  In spite of being the 4th largest emitter, India's per capita 
emissions are much lower than the world average of 4.2 
tonnes. But those emissions have been growing steadily, with 
an average growth rate over the past decade of 6%.  

• The mean commuting distance (among commuters) is 5.9 km, 
with the lowest 1.3 km in Longleng district (Nagaland) and 
the highest 14 km in Dharmapuri district (Tamil Nadu). 

• Delhi had the highest commuting emissions per capita — a 
factor that also contributed to its high level of pollution — and 
the national capital region had 2.5 times higher commuting 
emissions than Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai, Bangalore, and 
Hyderabad. 
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Two-thirds of Himalayan ice cap may melt: 

Why in news? 

   The scientists have recently warned in a major new study that two-
thirds of Himalayan glaciers, the world’s “Third Pole”, could melt 
by 2100 if global emissions are not reduced. 

 

About The Report: 

 

Ø The report says that even if the “most ambitious” Paris 
Agreement goal of limiting global warming to 1.5° C is 
achieved, one-third of the glaciers would go, according to the 
Hindu Kush Himalaya Assessment. 
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Ø Glaciers in the Hindu Kush-Himalaya (HKH) region are a 
critical water source for some 250 million people in the 
mountains as well as to 1.65 billion others in the river valleys 
below, the report said. 

Ø The glaciers feed 10 of the world’s most important river 
systems, including the Ganges, Indus, Yellow, Mekong and 
Irrawaddy, and directly or indirectly supply billions of people 
with food, energy, clean air and income. 

Ø Impacts on people from their melting will range from 
worsened air pollution to more extreme weather, while lower 
pre-monsoon river flows will throw urban water systems and 
food and energy production off-kilter. 

 

About Hindu Kush Himalayan Region(HKH): 

The HKH region extends 3,500 km over all or part of eight 
countries from Afghanistan in the west to Myanmar in the east.  

• It is the source of ten large Asian river systems -– the Amu 
Darya, Indus, Ganges, Brahmaputra (Yarlungtsanpo), 
Irrawaddy, Salween (Nu), Mekong (Lancang), Yangtse (Jinsha), 
Yellow River (Huanghe), and Tarim (Dayan), - and provides 
water, ecosystem services, and the basis for livelihoods to a 
population of around 210.53 million people in the region.  

The basins of these rivers provide water to 1.3 billion people, a fifth 
of the world’s population. 

 

 

                           **************** 
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                       Controller General of Accounts (CGA): 

Why in news? 

The CGA has estimated the fiscal deficit for the period April-
December 2018 has touched 112.4% of the budget target of Rs. 
6.24 lakh crore for the financial year 2018-19. 

 

About the CGA: 

 

• Controller General of Accounts (CGA), in the Department of 
Expenditure, Ministry of Finance, is the Principal Accounting 
Adviser to Government of India and is responsible for 
establishing and maintaining a technically sound Management 
Accounting System.  
 

• The Office of CGA prepares monthly and annual analysis of 
expenditure, revenues, borrowings and various fiscal 
indicators for the Union Government. 
 

•  The Annual Appropriation Accounts (Civil) and Union Finance 
Accounts are submitted to Parliament under Article 150 of 
the Constitution. Along with these documents, an M.I.S Report 
titled ‘Accounts at a Glance’ is prepared and circulated to 
Hon’ble Members of Parliament.  

 

                          ******************** 
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Facts for Prelims: 

 

• Ishigaki Island: 
• It was recently in news Due to Intrusion of China in the 

Territory of Japan. 
• It is a part of the Okinawa chain of 150 islands located in 

East China Sea. 
• It is part of Japan & Known as  Senkaku 

 
 
 
 

                             ********************* 

 

 


