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                                                  Daily Current Affairs  
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                                Araku Valley: 

Why in news?  Having banned the use of plastic carry bags 
and polythene covers in Araku Valley, the officials of Integrated 
Tribal Regional Development Authority (ITDA), Paderu are now 
planning to enforce a prohibition on the sale of plastic water 
sachets at tourist spots. 

 

About: 

• The water sachets amount to around 40% to 50% of the total 
plastic waste dumped at the tourist destinations here. 
Apart from environment pollution, these sachets are 
inadvertently consumed by stray cattle, putting their lives at 
risk, they say.  

• We are yet to decide on imposing a ban on plastic water 
sachets, though it has been proposed. A final call will be taken 
after holding discussions. Before the ban, we need to ensure 
alternative drinking water facilities for tourists. 

• “So far, around ₹1.6 lakh has been collected from 
shopkeepers as fine. The highest fine of ₹50,000 was 
imposed on a wine shop. Apart from instructing them not to 
use plastic bags, we have provided 150 dustbins and around 
20,000 cloth bags to all the shops,” Paderu Sub-Collector S. 
Venkateshwar said, adding that grocery outlets and liquor 
shops were among the major violators. 

• In an attempt to create awareness about the environmental 
hazards associated with plastic, Mr. Venkateshwar said, the 
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ITDA has spent around ₹3 crore on putting up boards, 
posters and carrying out educative campaigns in Araku. 
“However, a full-fledged implementation of the ban is yet 
to be witnessed,”  

 
Solution 

• Further, the ITDA officials are planning to extend the 
plastic ban in more areas in Visakhapatnam Agency. 

• At present, the prohibition is being implemented in Araku 
Valley only and a proposal has been made to extend the 
same in the areas from the Borra Caves to Chaparai 
waterfalls, covering three mandals of Ananthagiri, Araku 
and Dumbriguda, Mr. Venkateshwar added. 

 
About the Araku Valley: 

• Araku Valley is a hill station in Visakhapatnam district in 
the Indian state of Andhra Pradesh, lying 111 km west of 
Visakhapatnam city. This place is often referred as Ooty of 
Andhra.  

• It is a valley in the Eastern Ghats inhabited by different 
tribes. 

 
 
 
 

************* 

A New ‘arms’race: 

Why in news?  The U.S recently pulled out from the 
Intermediate Range Nuclear Forces Treaty with Russia. 
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About: 

• US in early December announced that it would suspend its 
obligations under the INF treaty by Feb. 2, citing Russian 
“cheating,” unless Moscow comes into compliance with the 
terms of the pact. The U.S. government says the new 
Russian missile violates provisions of the pact that ban 
production, testing and deployment of land-based cruise and 
ballistic missiles with a range of 310 to 3,400 miles. 

• It is unclear what INF-prohibited systems the United States 
could deploy to Europe or Asia in the near term. The U.S. 
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military has not developed any land-based missiles within the 
prohibited ranges for decades and has only just started 
funding a new ground-launched cruise missile to match the 
9M729. 

• Moscow is in a very different position and could rapidly 
expand deployment. The number of operational 9M729 
missiles has been quite limited, but released from its official 
obligations under the treaty, Moscow could deploy more units 
rapidly. 

• Russia could also effectively reclassify the RS-26 Rubezh, 
an experimental system that has been tested just above the 
INF Treaty’s 5,500-kilometer limit. To avoid violating the 
INF, Russian officials previously described the RS-26 as an 
intercontinental ballistic missile. However, it could form the 
basis for a missile of a slightly shorter range if Moscow wished 
to boost its INF forces — without counting it under the U.S.-
Russian New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty, or New 
START, governing longer-range systems. 

• This move is also likely to undermine the 2010 New START 
treaty governing U.S. and Russian long-range nuclear 
systems. The INF Treaty’s demise will undercut New START 
by reopening questions on the relationship between 
intermediate and strategic systems that have been resolved for 
30 years by the elimination of ground-based, intermediate-
range missiles. 

 

Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty: 

• The Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF Treaty, 
formally Treaty between the United States of America and the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Elimination of Their 
Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles) is a 1987 
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arms control agreement between the United States and 
the Soviet Union. 

• Under the INF Treaty, the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. agreed to 
eliminate within three years all ground-launched-missiles of 
500-5,500 km range and not to develop, produce or deploy 
these in future. 

• The U.S. destroyed 846 Pershing IIs and Ground Launched 
Cruise Missiles (GLCMs) and the U.S.S.R., 1,846 missiles 
(SS-4s, SS-5s and SS-20s), along with its support facilities. 

  

Importance of the Intermediate Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty in 
U.S.-Russia relations: 

• Under the Treaty, the two parties agreed that a whole 
important class of nuclear weapons would be removed from 
Europe, and only tactical nuclear weapons (TNW) or short-
range missiles mostly deployed on the territory of Germany 
would remain. 

• The INF Treaty for years served to mitigate fears of both 
parties in relation to possibility of military escalation, 
operational miscalculation, and helping to shift the logic of 
MAD [mutually assured destruction] to the higher “more 
sensitive” political level. 

 

 

************** 
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Facts for Prelims: 

v Varahi Hydro-electric Project: 
• A hydroelectric dam, called Mani Dam (as it is constructed 

near Manibail village), across the Varahi river. Power 
generation takes place underground. 

• An underground power station built by KPCL uses water 
from this river near Hosangadi in Udupi district.  

• The dam is near Yadur near Masthikatte, Shimoga District. 
Many villages got surrounded by water of this dam. Varahi lift 
irrigation project, using the waters of Varahi river is being 
constructed since 1979 near Siddapura village of Udupi 
district. 

 

 
************* 


