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                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                       Daily Current Affairs –FEB- 2019 

                            (3rd FEB) 

2,119 children rescued in Telangana 

Why in news?  The Telangana police, along with other 
government departments, have rescued 2,119 children, including 
1,653 boys and 466 girls, during the month-long drive to trace 
missing children. “Of the 2,119 rescued children, 1,303 were 
reunited with their families while 816 were sent to rescue homes. 

 

Aboutthe Operation Smile: 

• Operation Smile also called as Operation Muskaan is an 
initiative of the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) to 
rescue/rehabilitate missing children. It is a dedicated 
campaign for a month where several activities are taken up by 
the State Police personnel to trace and rescue the missing 
children and reunite them with their families. 

• All children residing in shelter homes, platforms, bus stands, 
roads, religious places, etc. are to be screened by trained 
police personnel. 

• Before the operation, the Police personnel from each State are 
properly trained in methodology to extract information from 
such children tactfully without they getting intimidated, as 
well as in various provisions of Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, Juvenile Justice (Care and 
Protection of Children) JJ Act, Protection of Child Right Act, 
relevant sections of Cr.PC & IPC and Advisories issued by 
MHA etc. 
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• To know the magnitude of the problem, data with full details of 
number of cases of missing children will be maintained and 
shared at intra-State and Inter-state level. Information about 
Child Welfare Committees (CWCs) would be prepared and 
shared among all rescue teams and stakeholders. 

• During the operation, the particulars of such identified 
children will be uploaded on the ‘Missing child’ portal of the 
Ministry of Women and Child Development by the respective 
State Police. 

• Rehabilitation measures whenever needed are to be taken up 
in coordination with the other line Departments like 
Department of Women & Child Development, Police, 
Labour, etc so that scope of re-victimization is eliminated. 

• Public awareness to be increased by way of national campaign, 
advertisement on national media, etc 

 
 
 
 
 

*************** 

‘Microplastics found in dolphins’ 

Why in news?  Microplastics have been found in the guts of 
every marine mammal examined in a study of animals washed up 
on Britain’s shores, scientists say. 

About: 

• Researchers from the University of Exeter and Plymouth 
Marine Laboratory (PML) in the U.K. examined 50 animals 
from 10 species of dolphins, seals and whales — and found 
microplastics in them all. 
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• Most of the particles (84%) were synthetic fibres — which 
can come from sources, including clothes, fishing nets and 
toothbrushes — while the rest were fragments, whose 
possible sources include food packaging and plastic bottles. 

• We don’t yet know what effects the microplastics, or the 
chemicals on and in them, might have on marine 
mammals. More research is needed to better understand the 
potential impacts on animal health. 

• Though the animals in the study died of a variety of causes, 
those that died due to infectious diseases had a slightly higher 
number of particles than those that died of injuries or other 
causes. 
 

About the Microplastics: 

• Micro-plastics are particles that are smaller than 5 
millimetres in size. They enter the environment as primary 
industrial products, such as those used in scrubbers and 
cosmetics. 

• It could also enter via urban waste water and broken-down 
elements of articles discarded by consumers. Washing of 
clothes too releases synthetic microfibres into water bodies 
and the sea. 

• Micro-plastics escape the filtration and treatment processes 
for waste water, and end up in sites of nature. The durable 
properties of plastics make them persistent and slow to 
degrade in the environment. 

• Evidently, various studies have found micro-plastics in the 
oceans, soil, air, lakes, and rivers. It thus enters the food 
chains of even birds, animals and fishes. 

• This results in significant global impacts on wildlife, from 
marine environment pollution. 
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• Micro-plastics hold the potential for both bioaccumulation 
and biomagnification. It may thus finally end up in the 
human body. 

• But based on current limited knowledge on the effects, there is 
little human health concern. This is because the human body 
is well-adapted to dealing with non-digestible particles. As 
much as 90% of micro-plastic that is consumed might be 
excreted. 

• Of the other 10%, some plastic under 150 microns (0.15 
millimetres) could enter the gut’s lymphatic system. It may 
pass from the bloodstream to the kidneys or liver. 

 

 

 

************** 

Facts for Prelims: 

v A.P. can produce more salt: study 
• Andhra Pradesh with the second longest coastline of 974 

km after Gujarat, has the potential to produce 50 lakh 
tonnes of salt a year as against the present 50,000 tonnes if 
the government formulates an exclusive salt industry policy, 
according to a detailed study conducted by Uttarandhra 
Adhyana  

 

                                    ************** 


