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                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                                                      Daily Current Affairs  

                            (2ndFeb-2019) 

How funds have been allocated in Interim budget 2019-
20: 
Why in news?  The interim budget outlay for the Financial 
Year 2019-20 stood at ₹27.8 lakh crore, 13% higher than the 
Revised Estimates of the FY19 budget. 

 

About: 

• As is the norm, interest payments on debt accounted for the 
largest part of the 2020 budget − 24%. Defence spending was 
the second highest category of expenditure, followed by 
subsidies (food, fuel and fertiliser subsidies) which 
accounted for about 10-11% each. 

• Some components, such as defence, saw an increase in 
absolute terms, but formed a smaller component of the budget 
than last time.  

• Components like health and agriculture, on the other hand, 
formed a larger part of the budget this time. Agriculture, 
which formed 3.52% of the budget last time, cornered 
5.39% of the total budget this time.   

• Development of the Northeast accounted for 0.11% of the total 
outlay, same as last time. 
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Here's a breakdown of the major budget components. 

 

 

• Compared to the previous budget, agriculture and health 
spending saw the highest increase in percentage terms. 
Several key Ministries received a boost in their budgets. Here's 
a look at five of them: 

• The statement of major variations of expenditure, which is a 
part of the budget documents, explains the increase in the 
following manner: 

• Rise in Agriculture budget was due to "higher requirements 
under Income Support Scheme towards providing income 
support to families of farmers owning cultivable land". 
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• Defence budget was increased due to higher requirements 
under pay and allowances and operational expenditure of 
defence services. However, defence accounted for a lower 
percentage of the total budget 

• The health budget was expectedly increased due to the 
requirements of the National Rural Health Mission and the 
flagship health scheme Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana. 

 

 

 
    **************** 

 

 

Goyal unveils Vision 2030, highlighting 10 dimensions: 
Why in news?  Presenting the Interim Budget, Finance 
Minister Piyush Goyal on recently laid out the government’s 
vision for India in 2030, highlighting “10 most important 
dimensions.” 
 
About: 

• “Our India of 2030 will have a proactive and responsible 
bureaucracy which will be viewed as friendly to people.  

• With ten-dimensional vision, we will create an India where 
poverty, malnutrition, littering and illiteracy would be a matter 
of the past. India would be a modern, technology-driven, 
high growth, equitable and transparent society,” 
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About the “10 most important dimensions.” 
1. Stating that India aspires to become a $10-trillion economy in 

the next eight years, he said the first dimension or point of 
this vision is to build physical as well as social 
infrastructure for a $10-trillion economy and facilitate 
ease of living. “On the social infrastructure side, every 
family will have a roof on its head and will live in a healthy, 
clean and wholesome environment.” 

2. While the second dimension of “our vision” is to create a 
Digital India, making India a pollution-free nation is  

3. The third point which will be driven by electric vehicles and 
renewable. 

4. “Expanding rural Industrialization using modern digital 
technologies to generate massive employment is the fourth 
dimension of our vision,” he said. This will be built upon this 
government’s flagship ‘Make in India’ programmer. 

5. Under the fifth dimension, Mr. Goyal talked about clean 
rivers and safe drinking water for all Indians. 

6. “India’s long coastline has the potential of becoming the 
strength of the economy, particularly through exploitation of 
the Blue Economy…coastline and our ocean waters 
powering India’s development and growth is the sixth 
dimension of our vision,” the Minister said. 

7. “The seventh dimension of our vision aims at the outer 
skies… making India self-sufficient in food,  

8. Exporting to the world to meet their food needs and 
producing food in the most organic way is the eighth 
dimension of our vision. 

9.  Next Comes the vision of a healthy India. “By 2030, we will 
work towards a distress-free healthcare and a functional and 
comprehensive wellness system for all.” 

10. “Our vision can be delivered by Team India — our 
employees working together with the elected government, 
Transforming India into a minimum government, 
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maximum governance nation. This is the tenth dimension,” 
the Minister said. 

 
 
 
 
 

*************** 

 

AI centre on the anvil: 

Why in news?  Union Finance Minister Piyush Goyal’s 
announcement of a ‘National Programme on Artificial 
Intelligence’ 

 

About: 

• Ties into an existing programme led by the Union Science 
Ministry called the National Mission on Interdisciplinary 
Cyber-Physical Systems (NM-ICPS).  

• The latter was cleared by the Union Cabinet last December at 
a total outlay of Rs. 3,660 crore for five years. 

• “Artificial Intelligence is an important component of cyber 
physical systems,” Ashutosh Sharma, Secretary, Department 
of Science of Technology, told The Hindu, “However we are yet 
to identify a centre where this will be hosted.” The budget 
document made public recently has allotted Rs. 5 crore for 
the year ahead for the mission. 
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About the Artificial Intelligence (AI): 

• In the field of computer science, artificial intelligence (AI), 
sometimes called machine intelligence, is intelligence 
demonstrated by machines, in contrast to the natural 
intelligence displayed by humans and other animals. 
Computer science defines AI research as the study of 
"intelligent agents": any device that perceives its 
environment and takes actions that maximize its chance of 
successfully achieving its goals. 

• More specifically, Kaplan and Haenlein define AI as “a system’s 
ability to correctly interpret external data, to learn from such 
data, and to use those learnings to achieve specific goals 
and tasks through flexible adaptation”.  

• Colloquially, the term "artificial intelligence" is applied when 
a machine mimics "cognitive" functions that humans 
associate with other human minds, such as "learning" and 
"problem solving" 
 

Training for new jobs 

• Cyber physical systems deal with training youth for new 
kinds of jobs that would be created due to the destruction of 
conventional jobs and the mechanisation of jobs. The mission 
aims to establish of 15 Technology Innovation Hubs (TIH), 
six Application Innovation Hubs (AIH), four Technology 
Translation Research Parks (TTRP).  

• The hubs and TTRPs would connect to academics, industry, 
Central Ministries and State government in developing 
solutions at reputed academic, R&D and other organisations 
across the country in a hub and spoke model, according to a 
note from the Union Science Ministry. About 40,000 jobs 
would be created in the short term and about 2,00,000 in 
long term, the note adds. 
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• CPS and its associated technologies, include Artificial 
Intelligence (Al), Internet of Things (loT), Machine Learning 
(ML), Deep Learning (DP), Big Data Analytics, robotics, 
quantum computing, quantum communication, quantum 
encryption (quantum key distribution), Data Science and 
Predictive Analytics. 

 

************** 

 

 
 

 


