
 

www.vaidicslucknow Page 1 
 

                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                       Daily Current Affairs –Jan- 2019 

                            (31st Jan) 

Study says cow urine may be adding to global warming: 
Why in news?  Cow urine — a minor fount of research in 
India for its medicinal benefits — may also contribute to global 
warming.  
The urine from the ruminant is a source of nitrous oxide 
emissions (N2O), a gas that is 300 times more powerful than 
carbon dioxide. Most times, when cow urine is used in degraded 
pastures, which are also seen in vast tracts of land in India, N2O 
emissions are tripled, says a study conducted in Colombia, 
Argentina, Brazil, Nicaragua, Trinidad and Tobago. 
 
About: 

• That cattle and livestock are a significant source of methane, a 
greenhouse gas, and therefore a contributor to global 
warming, is well-known. However, the role of cow urine is less 
understood.  

• For the study, researchers collected urine from cattle and 
spilled 500 millilitre samples on paired cattle fields classified 
as degraded or healthy, which was determined by vegetation 
coverage.  

• In six of the seven test sites, degraded pastures emitted 
significantly more N2O — sometimes up to three times as 
much. The study was conducted by the International Centre 
for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT), Colombia. 

• Dung and urine are commonly mixed together for manure in 
Indian fields. Since, India also hosts the world’s largest 
livestock population, as well as significant tracts of degraded 
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land; the findings may have a bearing on nitrogen emissions 
from Indian fields.  

• A 2012 satellite study by the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) said that about 30% of India’s 
geographical area (or about 96.4 million hectares) is 
degraded. 

 

About the More N2O: 

• Degraded grasslands emitted more N2O than healthy pastures 
because the vegetation in the latter took up some of the 
reactive nitrogen compounds and only the leftovers were 
emitted. 

• India had estimates for dung and urine production per cow or 
buffalo or other livestock animals as well as their overall 
estimates for their populations as per 2012 livestock 
census, but the exact contribution of cow urine to the total 
nitrous oxide emission from India are not estimated precisely. 

 

 

**************** 

 

The scheduled tribe status to 6 Assam’s communities: 

News: 
Bill to declare six communities in Assam as Scheduled Tribes (ST) 
to be introduced in the parliament 
Important Facts: 

• Centre proposes to give the ST status to Koch Rajbongshi, 
Tai Ahom, Chutia, Matak, Moran and Tea Tribes. 
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• Once the proposal is passed, it will change the demographic 
status of Assam, making it a tribal-majority State. 

• Currently six communities in Assam are listed as Other 
Backward Classes. 

Additional facts: 
Who are Scheduled Tribes? 

• The Constitution of India in Article 366 (25) prescribe that 
the Scheduled Tribes means such tribes or tribal communities 
as are deemed under Article 342 of the Constitution to be 
Scheduled Tribes. 

• They are certain communities in the country suffering from 
extreme social, educational and economic backwardness on 
account of the primitive agricultural practices, lack of 
infrastructure facilities and geographical isolation. 

The provisions under Article 342: 

• Article 342(1) Scheduled Tribes – the President may with 
respect to any State or Union Territory after consultation with 
the Governor by a public notification, specify the tribes or 
tribal communities as Scheduled Tribe. 

• Parliament may be law include in or exclude from the list of 
Scheduled Tribes specified in a notification. 

Criteria for specification of a community as a Scheduled Tribe 

• Indian Constitution is silent about the criteria for 
specification of a community as a Scheduled Tribe. 

• The criteria presently followed for specification of a community 
as a Scheduled Tribe are: 

o Indications of primitive traits 
o Distinctive culture 
o Geographical isolation 
o Shyness of contact with the community at large 
o Backwardness 

• The largest number of main tribal communities (62) has 
been specified in the State of Orissa. The Scheduled Tribes 
have been specified in relation to all the States and Union 
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Territories except Haryana, Punjab, Chandigarh, Delhi, and 
Pondicherry. 

 

 

*************** 

 Facts for prelims: 

v Kyaukpyu port:  

 The Kyaukpyu port is a key part of China’s ambitious Belt 
and Road initiative, aimed at expanding trade links across the 
world.  

• Kyaukphyu is a major town in Rakhine State, in western 
Myanmar. It is located on the north western corner of 
Yanbye Island on Combermere Bay, and is 250 miles (400 
km) north-west of Yangon.  

• It is the principal town of Kyaukpyu Township and Kyaukpyu 
District. The town is situated on a superb natural harbor 
which connects the rice trade between Calcutta and 
Yangon. The estimated population in 1983 was 19,456 
inhabitants. In 2014, Kyaukphyu population increased 
44,500 inhabitants. 
 

v Kra Canal or Kra Isthmus Canal: 
 

• The Thai Canal, also known as Kra Canal or Kra Isthmus 
Canal, refers to proposals for a canal that would connect the 
Gulf of Thailand with the Andaman Sea across southern 
Thailand. It is envisaged that such a canal would improve 
transportation in the region, similar to the Panama Canal and 
Suez Canal. 
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• The canal would provide an alternative to transit through the 
Straits of Malacca and shorten transit for shipments of oil to 
Japan and China by 1,200 km. China refers to it as part of 
its 21st century maritime Silk Road. Proposals for the canal 
in 2015 measure 102 km long, 400 meters wide and 25 
meters deep.  
 
                                *************** 

 

 

                   (Editorial ) 

             Topic- Mains (GS III) 

              The case for minimum basic income: 

 

• The cynicism over the avant-garde policy tool of minimum 
income seems overblown. A pilot project conducted between 
2010 and 2013, covering 6,000 beneficiaries in Delhi and 
Madhya Pradesh, yielded encouraging results.  

• It confirmed that at high levels of impoverishment, even the 
smallest income supplement can improve nutrient intake, 
school enrolment and attendance of female students, and 
reduce incidence of indebtedness.  

• The study showed that consumption of pulses went up by 
1,000%, fresh vegetables by 888%, and meat by 600% 
among the beneficiaries. This evidence challenges the 
commonly held views that welfare payments are an affront to 
the dignity of the beneficiaries and that they are used for 
questionable purposes, such as for buying alcohol. 
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Why income support? 

• The reforms since 1991 have largely bypassed agriculture and 
other segments of the economy that engage poor and rural 
Indians. While incomplete economic liberalization and 
technological advances have led to growth in national 
income, all individuals have not gained equally.  

• The disproportionate share of gains from the reforms have 
gone to middle-class and rich Indians. This unevenness in 
development calls for a superior economic growth model. 

•  Until that happens, redistributive policy interventions such as 
income transfers can improve equity. 

• In the West, economists are advocating universal basic income 
to fight inequality and slow wage growth, allay fears that 
immigrants will take away jobs, and advance automation. 

• At least two States, Telangana and Odisha, are already 
experimenting in a limited way with income support schemes, 
focused on the farm sector.  

• In Telangana, the government is providing farmers income 
support payment at the rate of ₹10,000/ha (₹4,000/acre). 
However, this model, the Rythu Bandhu, benefits the biggest 
landowners the most, including those who lease out their 
land. Tenants, sharecroppers and landless labourers, the 
most vulnerable, are out of its coverage. Its success depends 
on reliable land records. 

• Odisha’s recently notified KALIA (Krushak Assistance for 
Livelihood and Income Assistance) irons out these creases. 
It proposes to transfer 5,000 in cash per season (10,000 per 
year for double-cropped land) to the State’s 30 lakh 
marginal farmers, leaving out the two lakh large farmers. It 
promises cash grants of ₹12,500 each to the State’s 10 lakh 
landless households. 

•  The hope is that they will use this money to rear goats or 
poultry and farm mushrooms or honey.  
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• Last year, the Budget had promised compensatory payments 
to farmers equal to the gap between depressed market prices 
and the minimum support prices (MSPs) announced. But 
MSP-based payments distort price signals to farmers on what 
to produce and how much in the subsequent season. 
 

 

 

**************** 

 

 


