
 

www.vaidicslucknow Page 1 
 

                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                       Daily Current Affairs –Jan- 2019 

                            (16thJan) 
 

                                                          Formalin in Fish: 

Why in News ? 

Bihar’s heath department has imposed a blanket ban for 15 
days on sale of fish from Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal in 
capital Patna after samples were found to be contaminated with 
formalin. The ban includes storage and transportation of fish from 
Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal. 
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About: 

 

1. As many as 11 out of 30 samples of fish species purchased from 
two major fish markets in Chennai, on two different days, have 
tested positive for formalin, a cancer-inducing chemical used 
illegally to preserve fish. 

2. Both big and small lizardfish or Panna or kezhanga and paarai 
(Malabar trevally) were found to have formalin content of above 20 
ppm (parts per million). 

3. Other varieties such as sura, octopus, eri vavvaal, ottu kanava, 
peikanava and kelithi had formalin of around 5 ppm 

About Formalin: 

1. Formalin is 30-45% aqueous solution of Formaldehyde with 
water. 

2. Formaldehyde is a simple chemical compound made of hydrogen, 
oxygen and carbon. 

3. All life forms – bacteria, plants, fish, animals and humans – 
naturally produce formaldehyde as part of cell metabolism. 

4.  Formaldehyde is perhaps best known for its preservative and anti-
bacterial properties, but formaldehyde-based chemistry is used to 
make a wide range of value-added products. 

 

                             ************** 

             Henley Passport Index: 

 Why in News?  

Context: Henley Passport Index 2019 has been released. The 
Index is based on data provided by the International Air Transport 
Authority (IATA) and covers 199 passports and 227 travel 
destinations. 
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Background: 

The Henley Passport Index (HPI) is a global ranking of countries 
according to the travel freedom for their citizens. It started in 2006 
as Henley & Partners Visa Restrictions Index (HVRI) and was 
modified and renamed in January 2018. 

 Definition: 

The HPI consists of a ranking of passports according to how many 
other territories can be reached ‘visa-free’ (defined below). All 
distinct destination countries and territories in the IATA database 
are considered. 

 Rankings of various countries: 

• India jumped two positions from 81st in 2018 to 79th this 
year. 

• Japan retained its top spot as the world’s most travel-friendly 
passport due to the document’s access to 190 countries. 

• Afghanistan, Pakistan and Nepal ranked further low at 104, 
102 and 94 respectively. 

• South Korea edged up the ranking from October’s index to join 
Singapore, offering access to 189 jurisdictions. 

• China jumped almost 20 places in just two years, from 85th in 
2017 to 69th this year. 

• European countries also performed favourably, with European 
Union member states along with Norway and the US filling in 
the places behind the top three nations although the UK 
continues to drop down the rankings, along with the US. 

 

  ******************* 
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                            Democracy Index 2018: 

  

 Why in News? 

Democracy Index 2018 has been released. It is released 
annually by The Economist. 

The EIU Democracy Index provides a snapshot of the state of 
world democracy for 165 independent states and two territories. 

The Democracy Index is based on five categories: electoral 
process and pluralism; civil liberties; the functioning of government; 
political participation; and political culture. Based on their scores 
on 60 indicators within these categories, each country is then itself 
classified as one of four types of regime: full democracy; flawed 
democracy; hybrid regime; and authoritarian regime. 

 Performance of India: 

India is ranked at 41 – a notch above last year. It is still 
classified as a ‘flawed democracy’ according to the index. India 
achieved a score of 7.23 on the index to maintain its position – the 
same it did last year. This is the lowest ever score attributed to 
India in the index ever since its publication. 

India ranks below the US (ranked 25th in the index) and other 
so called ‘flawed democracies’ like Italy, France, Botswana and 
South Africa. 

  

                          *************** 

.  
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     Facts for Prelims: 

v Operation Sagar Rani: 

  To ensure safety and hygiene at fish handling and distribution 
centres, Food Safety officials in Kerla  have launched an initiative 
named ‘Operation Sagar Rani’. 

 
 

***************** 
 
 
 

 


