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                       Daily Current Affairs –Jan- 2019 

                            (15thJan) 

36 years on, devadasi custom still prevalent: 
Why in News? More than thirty-six years after the 
Karnataka Devadasis (Prohibition of Dedication) Act of 1982 
was passed, the State government is yet to issue the rules for 
administering the law. Meanwhile the practice of dedicating 
young girls to temples as an offering to appease the gods persists 
not just in Karnataka, but has also spread to neighbouring Goa. 
 
About the:  

• Two new studies on the devadasi practice by the National 
Law School of India University (NLSIU), Bengaluru, and the 
Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS) in Mumbai, paint a 
grim picture of the apathetic approach of the legislature and 
enforcement agencies to crack down on the practice, 
particularly prevalent among oppressed communities of 
north Karnataka. 

• Are more vulnerable to be dedicated as devadasis — nearly 
one in five (or 19%) of the devadasis that were part of the 
NLSIU study exhibited such disabilities. 

• Girls from socio-economically marginalised communities 
continued to be victims of the custom, and thereafter were 
forced into the commercial sex racket. The TISS study 
buttresses the point by stressing that the devadasi system 
continues to receive customary sanction from families and 
communities. 

• Reporting of cases pertaining to the custom under the 
Karnataka law is very low, with only four cases filed 
between 2011 and 2017.  
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• Despite sufficient evidence of the prevalence of the practice 
and its link to sexual exploitation, recent legislations such as 
the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) 
Act 2012, and Juvenile Justice (JJ) Act of 2015 have not 
made any reference to it as a form of sexual exploitation of 
children, the NLSIU’s Centre for Child and the Law noted 
in its report. 
 

About the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) 
Act 2012: 

• The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012, 
has been passed by the Lok Sabha today, 22nd May, 2012. 
The Bill was earlier passed by the Rajya Sabha on 10th May, 
2012.  

• The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 has 
been drafted to strengthen the legal provisions for the 
protection of children from sexual abuse and exploitation. 
 

About the Juvenile Justice (JJ) Act of 2015: 

• Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 
has been passed by Parliament of India amidst intense 
controversy, debate and protest on many of its provisions by 
Child Rights fraternity. 

•  It replaced the Indian juvenile delinquency law, Juvenile 
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2000, and 
allows for juveniles in conflict with Law in the age group of 
16–18, involved in Heinous Offences, The Act came into force 
from 15 January 2016. 

• It was passed on 7 May 2015 by the Lok Sabha amid intense 
protest by several Members of Parliament. It was passed on 
22 December 2015 by the Rajya Sabha. 
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************** 

 

                         climate change: 

Why in News? In one of the most inhospitable places on 
Earth, the southernmost part of Chile's Patagonia region, 
scientists are studying whales, dolphins and algae in order to 
help predict how climate change will affect the world's oceans. 

 

About the  

• For the study, four researchers from the Austral University 
of Chile embarked from Punta Arenas for the remote Seno 
Ballena fjord. 

• The fjord currently produces the kind of conditions that 
should be seen in other marine systems in the next few 
decades, when dramatic changes are expected in the 
environment due to increased carbon dioxide emissions in 
the atmosphere and the melting of glaciers. 

• Reaching the fjord is no easy task—they had to negotiate 
the treacherous Strait of Magellan that connects the Pacific 
and Atlantic Oceans for a day and a half aboard a small raft 
adapted for scientific research, with winds exceeding 100 
kilometers (60 miles) per hour and glacial temperatures. 

• On site, they take readings from a system of sensors that 
provide a constant stream of data from water samples taken 
every three hours. 
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      *************** 

Water desalination plants harm environment: 

Why in News? Almost 16,000 desalination plants 
worldwide produce bigger-than-expected flows of highly salty 
waste and toxic chemicals that are damaging the environment, a 
U.N.-backed study said recently. 

About: 

• About 55% of the brine is produced in desalination plants 
processing seawater in Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates and Qatar, according to the study by the U.N. 
University’s Canadian-based Institute for Water, 
Environment and Health (UNU-INWEH). 

• The hyper-salty water is mostly pumped into the sea and, 
over a year, would be enough to cover the U.S. state of 
Florida with 1 foot of brine. 

What is Brine? 

It is a high-concentration solution of salt in water. In different 
contexts, brine may refer to salt solutions ranging from about 
3.5% up to about 26%. Lower levels of concentration are called 
by different names: fresh water, brackish water, and saline 
water.  

 
********************* 

India’s economy larger than US by 2030: 

Why in News?  

India will likely be a larger economy than the US by 2030, while 
China will top the list and Indonesia will figure among the top five, 
a research report has predicted. 
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• Seven of the top 10 economies in the world by 2030 are likely 
to be from current emerging markets based on purchasing 
power parity (PPP) exchange rates and nominal GDP.  

• Based on market exchange rates, the US, Germany and Japan will 
remain among the top five economies in 2030, although even by this 
metric, India is still likely to be larger than Japan by then. 

What is PPP? 

Purchasing power parity (PPP) is an economic theory that compares different 
countries' currencies through a "basket of goods" approach. According to this 
concept, two currencies are in equilibrium or at par when a basket of goods 
(taking into account the exchange rate) is priced the same in both countries.  

What is nominal GDP? 

GDP stands for gross domestic product and is the measure of the total 
economic output of the goods and services of a country. GDP is usually 
expressed on an annual basis, but is sometimes expressed on a quarterly 
basis within a year.  

Real GDP is equal to the economic output adjusted for the effects of inflation. 
Nominal GDP is economic output without the inflation adjustment.    

Nominal GDP is usually higher than real GDP because inflation is typically a 
positive number. Nominal GDP is used when comparing different quarters of 
output within the same year. When comparing the GDP of two or more years, 
real GDP is used because, by removing the effects of inflation, the comparison 
of the different years focuses solely on volume.  

     ****************** 

 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Roopanwal Commission:  
• The Roopanwal Commission had been formed by the HRD 

Ministry to look into the circumstances leading to the 
death of Vemula.  
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• He had committed suicide by hanging himself from the 
ceiling of a hostel room in the university. The suicide by 
Vemula had triggered a huge political storm with opposition 
parties launching a massive attack on the Union Government 
over the issue. 
 

v Chakma and Hajong communities 
• The Chakmas and Hajongs, originally residents of the 

Chittagong Hill Tracts of the former East Pakistan, had to 
flee when their land was submerged by the Kaptai dam 
project in the 1960s.  

• Buddhists by faith, the Chakmas faced religious 
persecution in East Pakistan along with the Hajongs, who 
are Hindus. 
 
 
 

***************** 
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