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                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                       Daily Current Affairs –Jan- 2019 

                            (11thJan) 

National Clean Air Programme (NCAP): 

Why in News? The Centre has launched a programme to 
reduce particulate matter (PM) pollution by 20-30% in at least 
102 cities by 2024. 
 
The National Clean Air Programme (NCAP), which was formally 
unveiled recently, is envisaged as a scheme to provide the States 
and the Centre with a framework to combat air pollution. 
 
 
About National Clean Air Programme (NCAP): 

• NCAP is the plan aims to reduce 20-30% of PM2.5 and PM10 
concentrations by 2024, taking 2017 as the base year for 
the comparison of concentrations. The NCAP will be a mid-
term 5-year action plan with 2019 as the first year. This 
plan is not being limited to highly polluted cities like, Delhi, 
Bengaluru, etc., but it is a pan-India plan. 

• The World Health Organisation's 2018 report says that 14 
out of world's most polluted 15 cities are from India. Also 
Lancet Planetary Health Journal, Lancet Countdown 2018 
12,40,000 deaths in 2017 in India were because of air 
pollution. And out of those 107,000 were due to coal.  

• Many more such facts compelled Indian government to take 
the initiative toward clean air. And finally NCAP took the 
shape. The union environment ministry has announced a 
budget of Rs. 315 crore for 2 years to tackle air pollution 
across 102 cities, which have been identified by the Central 
Pollution Control Board for not meeting the pollution 
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standards set up by the Ministry of Environment, Forests and 
Climate Change of India. 
 

How it will work: 

• NCAP will form a regulatory body. All kinds of sources of 
pollution - industry, transport, agriculture, domestic, will 
have to be tackled with in a multi-sectoral approach under 
NCAP. The NCAP will make a list of action points under each 
of the key sources of pollution including industrial, 
transport, agriculture, waste, indoor air pollution, and a 
forestation. 

• 92 days in 2018, Delhites breathed severely polluted air Hits 
and misses of the National Clean Air Plan will depend on how 
the government will enforce the regulation.  

• Cities which do not meet pollution standards as per the 
Ministry of Environment, have been identified as non-
attainment cities by the Central Pollution Control board 
(CPCB).  
 

 

 
********************** 

 

Crimes Against Children: 

Why in News? There has been a steady increase in crimes 
committed against children in Kerala, according to a data 
released by the Kerala State Crime Records Bureau (SCRB). 
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Government officials are attributing this to increased reporting of 
crimes because of better awareness, but social workers contend 
that crimes against children have indeed increased. 

 

About: 

• A decadal comparison of data shows that 549 offences 
against children under all categories were recorded in 
2008, while the number shot up to 3,278 as of October, 
2018. This includes both serious and other offences.  

• Cases of rape rose from 215 in 2008 to 1,101 in 2017, and 
999 in the first 10 months of 2018. There were noticeable 
spurts in the number of recorded rape cases in 2011, 
touching 423, compared to 208 a year earlier. A similar 
trend of increases was noted in 2013, 2016 and 2017, over the 
preceding year. 

• “Unlike other States, there is increased awareness in 
Kerala about the crimes against children and greater 
reporting of such crimes is reflected in the statistics,” Cases of 
murder of children, however, dropped from 37 in 2008 to 18 
in 2018. There have been no infanticide cases over the past 
three years, after four cases in 2015. 

• Sheeba George, Director of Women and Child Development 
Department, said while increased reporting might have 
resulted in a higher number of cases, crimes against 
children had risen over the years. 

• Nirish Antony, Senior Programme Coordinator of 
Childline, said vacations were the time when children were 
found to be most vulnerable. “A pre-vacation awareness 
class could be held for students and parents,” 
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************************ 
 

124th Constitution Amendment Bill, 2019: 

Why in News? The Lok Sabha recently passed the 124th 
Constitution amendment bill providing 10% reservation in jobs 
and higher education to economically backward sections from 
all communities. 

 

About the 124th Constitution amendment bill: 

• In a surprise move, the cleared by the union cabinet on 7th 
December, which seeks to extend to benefit of reservation to 
those people not covered under existing reservation for SCs, 
STs and OBCs. The bill was presented at the Lok Sabha on 
8th January 2019 for debate, and the House voted on it on 
the same day. 

• 323 members of Lok Sabha supported in support of the bill, 
while only 3 MPs opposed the bill. The Congress party too 
supported the bill. 

• The bill amends the articles 15 and 16 of the Constitution of 
India, making provision for reservation for educational 
institutes and jobs respectively.  

• This reservation will be added to the existing 50% 
reservation provided for people from Scheduled Castes, 
Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward Castes. The 
economical backward has been defined as a family with an 
annual income below 8 lakhs, apart from clauses on 
landholding. The 8 lakh limit is at per with the existing 
limit for the creamy layer of OBCs. 
 

• The reservation in higher educational institutions will be 
extended to private institutions also, whether aided or 
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unaided. But the minority educational institutions will be 
exempt from the reservation as per provisions of article 30 of 
the constitution. 
 
 
 
 
 

************************ 
 

Capital Conservation Buffer (CCB): 

Why in News? The Reserve Bank recently deferred the 
implementation of the last tranche of Capital Conservation 
Buffer (CCB) by a year, a move that would leave about an 
estimated Rs. 37,000 crore capital in the hands of banks. 

 

About: 

• This would help banks increase lending by over Rs. 3.5 lakh 
crore by leveraging ten times the capital. 

• “It has been decided to defer the implementation of the last 
tranche of 0.625% of CCB from March 31, 2019 to March 
31, 2020,” the RBI said in a notification. 

• Accordingly, minimum capital conservation ratios of 2.5% 
would be applicable from March 31, 2020. 

• Currently, the CCB of banks stands at 1.875% of the core 
capital. 
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About the Capital Conservation Buffer (CCB): 

• The CCB is the capital buffer that banks have to 
accumulate in normal times to be used for offsetting 
losses during periods of stress. It was introduced after the 
2008 global financial crisis to improve the ability of banks 
to withstand adverse economic conditions. 

• The pre-specified trigger for loss absorption through 
conversion or write-down of additional tier 1 instruments will 
remain at 5.5% of risk-weighted asset (RWA) and will rise to 
6.125% of RWAs on March 31, 2020.  

 
 

***************** 
 
 
 

 

 


