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10% quota faces several legal and political challenges: 

Why in News? The decision of the BJP-led government to 
amend the Constitution to provide 10 per cent quota in jobs and 
higher education for the poor among communities not eligible 
for reservation opens a new front that is likely to play out in the 
run-up to the Lok Sabha elections. 
 
 
Who will the new 10% quota apply to? 

• To all those who are not covered in existing quotas and have a 
family income below Rs. 8 lakh a year or agricultural land 
below 5 acres. Those who have a house above 1,000 square 
feet or a 100-yard plot or above in a notified municipal area 
or a 200-yard plot or above in a non-notified municipal area 
are not eligible. 
 

About the 124th Constitution Amendment Bill: 
• It will provide 10% reservation to economically backward 

sections in the general category 
• The Bill will also cover those from the Muslim, Sikh, 

Christian, Buddhist and other minority communities. 
• The quota will be over and above the existing 50% reservation 

to Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Other 
Backward Classes (OBC). 
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• Those who have an annual salary of less than Rs. 8 lakh per 
year and possess less than 5 acres of land will be able to 
avail reservation in educational institutions and jobs. 

• The quota will be available to only those economically 
backward poor people not availing the benefit of reservation as 
of now, who have a residential house below 1,000 square 
feet, a residential plot below 100 square yards in a notified 
municipality, residential plot below 200 square yards in non-
notified municipality area. 
 

How will it help the economically less prosperous “upper caste” 
Hindus and such groups in other communities? 

• It’s complicated question. If the EWS is treated as a category 
just like the SC, ST and OBC, a large chunk of general 
category candidates will apply for just 10% seats and the 
cut-offs can rise. While ideally the non-reserved 40% open 
seats should be open seats based on merit, there are 
complexities here too.  

• For example, the UPSC accepts a reserved candidate in the 
civil services examination making it in the general merit 
list as general only if she has not benefited from 
reservation in the preliminary, mains, service choice (if 
one gets a better service, say IAS or IPS, due to 
reservation, one is counted as reserved irrespective of one’s 
overall rank) and State cadre choice (if a reserved candidate is 
in the general merit list but is getting a cadre of her choice as 
a reserved candidate, she is counted as reserved), say 
bureaucrats. So, many who are above the general cut-off may 
still occupy this 10% quota, as they get a better service or 
cadre in it. 

• A senior IAS officer told that it is possible that a provision will 
be made for accommodating those who fall below the 10% 
EWS quota — in case its cut-off is above the general cut-off 
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due to fewer seats — in the open, or general, seats, but this 
can give rise to litigation. 

• Upper castes may react positively to the move, but they are 
believed to be largely with the BJP anyway. 

• The moot question is the impact on the existing reserved 
categories in States where the BJP is strong and takes a 
chunk of OBCs. 

• While the government says the quota will be above the 
existent 50% reservation, the Supreme Court-mandated 
cap may make some OBCs wary, as they may feel it may eat 
into their pie if case the apex court refuses to relax the cap. 
 

About the Procedure of Amending of Constitution: 

• Amending the Constitution of India is the process of making 
changes to the nation's fundamental law or supreme law. 
The procedure of amendment in the constitution is laid 
down in Part XX (Article 368) of the Constitution of India. 
This procedure ensures the sanctity of the Constitution of 
India and keeps a check on arbitrary power of the Parliament 
of India. 

• However, there is another limitation imposed on the 
amending power of the constitution of India, which 
developed during conflicts between the Supreme Court and 
Parliament, where Parliament wants to exercise discretionary 
use of power to amend the constitution while the Supreme 
Court wants to restrict that power.  

• This has led to the laying down of various doctrines or rules 
in regard to checking the validity/legality of an 
amendment, the most famous among them is the Basic 
structure doctrine as laid down by the Supreme Court in 
the case of Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala. 
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SC sets aside Delhi HC ruling against Monsanto  

Why in News? The Supreme Court recently, set aside a Delhi 
High Court Division Bench decision that held that U.S. agro major 
Monsanto did not have patent for its genetically modified BT 
cotton seed variants and had allowed it to claim registration 
under the Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights Act 
of 2001. 

 

About: 

• The High Court’s Division Bench had no business to go into 
the merits of the patent rights and should have just 
confined itself to the validity of an injunction granted earlier 
by a Single Judge of the High Court in March 2017. 

• The jEudgment, authored by Justice Sinha, restored the 
decision of the Single Judge. It remanded the case back to the 
Single Judge for disposal of the patent suit between 
Monsanto and Indian end-users like Nuziveedu. 

• Monsanto had sought a restraint on these Indian companies 
from selling, using seeds/hybrid seeds bearing its patented 
technology. 
 

About the agreement: 

• The issue dates back to 2004 when Monsanto entered into a 
sub-licence agreement with companies like Nuziveedu for an 
initial period of 10 years.  
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• The agreement had entitled the Indian firms to genetically 
modified hybrid cotton planting seeds with help of 
Monsanto’s technology and to commercially exploit it within 
the limits of the agreement on the payment of a licence fee. 

• However, the agreement was terminated in November 
2015, giving rise to the patent suit. The Single Judge, in 
March 2017, in an interim relief, restored the agreement and 
ordered the parties (Monsanto and companies like 
Nuziveedu) to adhere to their obligations under it. Now, the 
Supreme Court has restored this Single Judge decision. 

 

 
 

***************** 

 

‘Hardware exports poised to grow 7-8%’: 

Why in News? Hardware exports are poised to reverse the 
declining trend of the past few years with a 7-8% growth this 
fiscal, a senior official of the Electronics and Computer Software 
Export Promotion Council (ESC) said recently. 

 

About: 

• The growth is coming on the back of traction for products in 
new areas, “specially in the areas of power electronics, UPS 
systems, electronic energy meters. These are new 
upcoming items of export from India,” adding that these 
would drive growth in the next two to three years 

• Hardware exports touched a peak of $7.2 billion a couple of 
years ago. Last year, they were around $6 billion, attributing 
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the decline to shutting down of large facilities such as those by 
Nokia for cellphone manufacturing in Chennai.  

• On the prospects, some larger players were likely to relocate 
their factories from China to India in the backdrop of the 
ongoing U.S.-China trade war. 

• On IT and ITeS exports, expected them to grow 8-10% this 
fiscal. 

• The U.S. market remained the growth driver, 
notwithstanding the challenges pertaining to visa that Indian 
companies battled there. 

• Nasscom had projected the software and services exports 
to grow 7-9% in 2018-19 to $137 billion. IT exports in 
2017-18 were $126 billion,” 
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