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                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                       Daily Current Affairs –Jan- 2019 

                            (7thJan) 

Tribals of West Bengal battling food scarcity: 

Why in News? According to a survey communities are ‘far 
behind’ in terms of human development. The survey report has 
identified “food scarcity in varying degrees” in about 31% of 
tribal households in West Bengal. 
 
About: 

• The study titled ‘An Inquiry into the world of the Adivasis 
of West Bengal’, conducted by Professor Amartya Sen’s 
Pratichi Institute and Asiatic Society, will be released in 
Kolkata recently. 

• The survey was conducted in 1,000 tribal households to 
ascertain living conditions, health and education. 

• West Bengal is home to a over five million tribals, with 6% 
of the India’s tribal population of 100 million. But in many 
areas, tribals of the State are “far behind” in terms of human 
development.  

• One area, which has been a matter of contention in recent 
months after the death of seven tribals in a span of 15 
days in November, is scarcity of food. The preliminary 
survey report claimed that “nearly one third (31%) of the 
surveyed households” reportedly faced “food scarcity in 
varying degrees” in the past year. 
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Orange alert sounded for Pabuk: 

Why in News? The India Meteorological Department (IMD) 
has issued an Orange alert for the Andaman Islands as cyclonic 
storm Pabuk is moving north-northwestwards with a speed of 20 
kmph. 

 

About Orange alert sounded: 

• An “orange” warning means people should “be prepared” 
and there is an increased likelihood of bad or extreme 
weather, which may disrupt road and air travel and threaten 
life and property 

• Pabuk, a once in three-decades weather system, originated 
over the Gulf of Thailand made landfall on 4th  Jan afternoon 
in Nakhon Si Thammarat province. 

• Tropical storm Pabuk has begun to batter southern 
Thailand with torrential rain and strong winds in what is 
forecast to be the worst storm in three decades. 
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Defence manufacturing rules eased: 

Why in News? The government issued a notification 
simplifying the process for approval of manufacturing of a range 
of defence and aerospace equipment and components by 
private industry, by bringing them under the licensing authority 
of the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP).  

 

About: 

• Items are listed in three categories — defence aircraft, 
warships of all kinds, and allied items of defence 
equipment. The most significant aspect is that warships of all 
kinds, surface and sub-surface, have been included in the 
listing. 

 

About the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion 
(DIPP): 

• Department of Industrial Policy & Promotion (DIPP) was 
established in the year 1995, and was reconstituted in the 
year 2000 with the merger of Department of Industrial 
Development.  

• The department functions under the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry, Government of India. It is responsible for 
formulation and implementation of promotional and 
developmental measures for growth of the industrial sector, 
keeping in view the national priorities and socio-economic 
objectives. 

• DIPP is responsible for the overall industrial policy. It is also 
responsible for facilitating and increasing the foreign direct 
investment (FDI) flows to the country. 
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