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                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                       Daily Current Affairs –Dec- 2018 

                            (31st Dec) 

Ross Island is now Netaji Dweep: 

Why in News? Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced 
renaming of three islands of Andaman and Nicobar on the 
occasion of 75th anniversary of Tricolour hoisting by Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose here. 

 

About: 

• “The country draws inspiration from Andaman. That is why 
the government has issued a notification Ross Island will be 
known as Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Dweep. The Neil 
Island will be known as Shahid Dweep and Havelock Island 
as Swaraj Dweep,” 

• 1943 Bose had suggested that Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands be renamed as Shahid and Swaraj Dweep 
respectively.  

• During the World War II, the Japanese had captured the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, and Netaji came here as the 
Azad Hind Fauz led by him was an ally of the Japanese 
force. 

• “The historical event of 30th December 1943 has been 
completed today after 75 years,” he said. 

• The PM also released a commemorative stamp, its first-day 
cover and a Rs-75 coin on this special day. He also 
announced setting up of a deemed university named after 
Bose. 
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• The cells of the Cellular Jail where great freedom fighters 
such as Veer Savarkar, Baba Bhan Singh, Indu Bhushan 
Roy were tortured for years by the British are no less than 
temples. 

• The Cellular Jail, also known as Kala Pani, was constructed 
between 1896 and 1906. 
 

 

 

****************** 

 

Robust GDP growth to continue: CII 

Why in News? India will continue to be the fastest-growing 
major economy, with robust GDP growth expected to continue 
through 2019, the Confederation of Indian Industry said, based 
on strong drivers from the services sector, infrastructure activity 
and better demand conditions. 

 

About: 

• The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), in its ‘Growth 
Outlook for 2019’ report, stated that despite 2018 being 
filled with external vulnerabilities arising out of higher oil 
prices, trade wars between major global trading partners 
and US monetary tightening. 

• Indian economy outshined as the world’s fastest growing 
major economy in 2018. 
 

About the The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII): 
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• CII works with the Government on policy issues. CII has 
been a catalyst of change in India’s economic policy 
reforms. CII played a very important role during economic 
liberalisation in 1991 which knocked down the high walls of 
protection between Indian industry and the rest of the world. 

• Rakesh Bharati Mital is the President of CII for the year 
2018-19.  

• CII Director General Chandrajit Banerjee. 
• CII is a non-government, not-for-profit, industry-led and 

industry-managed organization. Founded in 1895, it has 
over 9,000 members, from the private as well as public 
sectors. 

 

 

******************* 

 

No agency has licence to snoop’ 

Why in News? The Union government has not given ‘blanket 
power’ to any agency to intercept information from any 
computer, a senior Home Ministry official has said. 

 

About: 

• The central government has been maintaining that the 
rules for intercepting and monitoring computer data were 
framed in 2009 when the Congress-led UPA was in power 
and its new order only notified the designated agencies which 
can carry out such action. 

• There is no new law, no new rules, no new procedure, no 
new agency, no blanket powers, no blanket authorisation 
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and it is the same law, same rule, same procedure and the 
same agencies, he said.  

• According to the notification, these agencies have been 
authorised "for the purpose of interception, monitoring and 
decryption of any information generated, transmitted, 
received or stored in any computer resource under the 
said Act (section 69 of the IT Act, 2000)". 

 

 

 
***************** 
 

Facts for Prelims: 

v “Makaravilakku “ 
• Makaravilakku is an annual festival held on Makar 

Sankranti in Kerala, India at the shrine of Sabarimala.  
• The festival includes the Thiruvabharanam (sacred 

ornaments of Ayyappan) procession and a congregation at 
the hill shrine of Sabarimala.  

• An estimated half a million devotees flow to Sabarimala 
every year to have a darshan (vision) of this ritual. 
 

v Space probe nears dark side of moon: 
• A Chinese space probe is moving into position to land on the 

dark side of the moon for the first time, the official Xinhua  
• The probe, the Chang’e-4, entered a planned orbit recently 

“to prepare for the first-ever soft landing on the far side of 
the moon”, citing the China National Space Administration. It 
didn’t say when the landing would occur. 
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About the Chang'e 4: 

• Chang'e 4 is a Chinese lunar exploration mission that aims 
to achieve the first soft-landing on the far side of the Moon. 

•  A communication relay satellite, Queqiao, was first launched 
to a halo orbit near the Earth-Moon L2 point in May 2018.  

• The robotic lander and rover were launched on 7 December 
2018, and landing is scheduled for 3 January 2019. 

• The configuration of Chang'e 4 was adjusted to meet new 
scientific objectives. Like its predecessors, the spacecraft is 
named after Chang'e, the Chinese Moon goddess. 
 

 

***************** 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


