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                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                       Daily Current Affairs –Dec- 2018 

                            (30th Dec) 

 

                                            ISRO’s mission for 2019: 
 

 Why in News? ISRO’s 2019 calendar is dotted with 32 new 
missions, an ambitious record-making goal for the most number of 
Indian missions in a year. In contrast, 2018 saw about 14 
missions against a goal of 18, including the failed GSAT-6A 
satellite of April. 
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ISRO’s achievement: 

• The European Union, Japan, Canada, Russia and the US 
jointly operate the International Space Station, a habitable 
artificial satellite.  

• These countries also have the world’s premier space 
organizations that conduct both research and launches.  

• While the US and Russia have scaled back on human 
spaceflight, China is still pursuing this technology. It sent its 
first astronaut into space in 2008. 

•  Neither the European Space Agency nor the Japan 
Aerospace Exploration Agency has independently sent humans 
into space. 

Along with these five, India’s is only the sixth space agency in the 
world to have complete launch facilities, to operate cryogenic 
engines and to send probes to extraterrestrial bodies. 

 

 

****************** 
 

 
 

                                                                             Bioplastic: 
 
 

Why in News? 
 
A group from Tel Aviv University has succeeded in making 
bioplastic polymer from microorganisms that feed on seaweed.  
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They improve on earlier methods which used microorganisms 
needing agricultural land and fresh water, both scarce items. This 
could help clean oceans without using fresh water. 
 
 
Bioplstics – Present options are not eco-friendly 
• Bioplastics — often promoted as a climate-friendly alternative to 

petroleum-based plastics — may lead to an increase in 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
 

• Bioplastics are in principle climate-neutral since they are based 
on renewable raw materials such as maize, wheat or sugar cane. 
These plants get the CO2 that they need from the air through 
their leaves.  
 

• Producing bioplastics therefore consumes CO2, which 
compensates for the amount that is later released at end-of-life. 
Overall, their net greenhouse gas balance is assumed to be zero. 
Bioplastics are thus often consumed as an environmentally 
friendly alternative. 

 

 
• This corresponds to about 400 million metric tonnes of CO2 

per year worldwide, almost half of the total greenhouse gases that 
Germany emitted to the atmosphere in 2017. It is estimated that 
by 2050, plastics could already be responsible for 15% of the 
global CO2 emissions. 

 
 

                                   **************** 

                             

                         Facts for prelims: 

 

v Madhya Pradesh to get ‘spiritual department: 
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• The Madhya Pradesh government it is going to create an 
‘Adhyatmik Vibhag’ (spiritual department) by merging 
several existing departments. 

• The ‘Anand Vibhag’ (Department of Happiness) set up 
by the previous government, a first in the country, would 
be incorporated into the new department. 

 

 

***************** 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


