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                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                       Daily Current Affairs –Dec- 2018 

                            (22nd Dec) 

Himachal, Kerala and T.N. top development index: 

 
Why in News? Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu 
have been ranked highest in terms of being on track to achieve 
the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), 
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according to a first-of-its-kind index released by NITI Aayog 
recently. 

About: 

• According to the SDG India Index, the nation as a whole has a 
score of 58, showing the country has reached a little beyond 
the halfway mark in meeting the sustainable development 

• “Among the States, Kerala and Himachal Pradesh are the 
front runners, with an SDG India Index score of 69. Among 
the UTs, Chandigarh is the front runner with a score of 
68.” 

• Tamil Nadu has a score 66, and is the top scorer on the 
goals to do with eradicating poverty and also providing 
clean and affordable energy. 

• “Kerala’s top rank is attributed to its superior 
performance in providing good health, reducing hunger, 
achieving gender equality and providing quality education,” 
the report said. 

• “Himachal Pradesh ranks high on providing clean water 
and sanitation, in reducing inequalities and preserving the 
mountain ecosystem.” 

 

 

****************** 

 

Furore in Rajya Sabha over order on data ‘interception’: 

Why in News? The Rajya Sabha was adjourned recently as 
the Opposition accused the government of creating a “police state” 
by authorising 10 agencies for “interception, monitoring and 
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decryption of any information generated, transmitted, received 
or stored in any computer.” 

 

What is Data Interception? 

Interception is a security process in which communications 
between organizations or private citizens are collected by the 
service provider, and provided to law enforcement investigators.  

• The purpose of interception is to prevent, and aid in the 
prosecution of, crime and terrorism. This method of 
surveillance and collection of evidence occurs globally, with 
most countries having laws governing the interception and 
storage of private communications. 

 

The Information Technology (Procedure and Safeguards for 
Interception, Monitoring and Decryption of Information) Rules, 
2009. 

No person shall carry out the interception or monitoring or 
decryption of any information generated, transmitted, received or 
stored in any computer resource under sub-section (2) of section 69 
of the Act, except by an order issued by the competent authority; 

“Competent authority” means-- 
(i)     The Secretary in the Ministry of Home Affairs, in case of the 
Central Government; or 
(ii)   the Secretary in charge of the Home Department, in case of a 
State Government or Union territory, as the case may be; 
 (f) “Decryption” means the process of conversion of information in 
non-intelligible form to an intelligible form via a mathematical 
formula, code, password or algorithm or a combination thereof; 
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                           ************************ 

 

GST rate may be cut on some items: 

Why in News? The GST Council is expected to cut tax 
rates on some commodities, most notably cement, during 
recently meeting, tax analysts do not expect a large number of 
rate cuts to take place. They do, however, expect greater clarity to 
do with the GST annual return form. 

About: 

• Hinting at further pruning of the list of items in the peak 28 
per cent GST slab, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said 
recently his government wants to ensure that “99 per cent” 
items are taxed at 18 per cent or below. 

• The 37 items in the 28 per cent slab, items such as 
cement, television screens above 68 cm, some types of 
rubber tyres, and digital cameras, could see a rate 
reduction from 28 per cent.  

• Items such as paan masala, aerated beverages, 
automobiles, revolvers and pistols, yachts for pleasure or 
sports, aircraft for personal use are expected to stay in the 28 
per cent slab.  

• Movie tickets priced over Rs 100, currently taxed at 28 per 
cent, could also see a rate reduction. States may also consider 
providing relief on their portion. 
 
 
 
 

********************* 
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Hefty fines if States fail to give plans to clean up rivers: 
NGT: 

Why in News? Noting that 16 States have submitted 
“incomplete action plans” pertaining to the cleaning of 351 
polluted river stretches in the country, the National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) has extended the deadline for submitting the 
action plans to January 31. 

About: 

• A Bench, headed by NGT Chairperson Justice Adarsh 
Kumar Goel, said, “Contamination of water and 
deterioration of water quality are matters to be taken 
seriously as they affect public health Unfortunately, in 
spite of categorical directions of this tribunal, 15 States and 
UTs have failed to carry out the order.” 

• For every delay, compensation for damage to the environment 
will be payable by each State or UT at the rate of Rs. 1 crore 
per month for each of the Priority-I . 

• Priority II stretches, Rs. 50 lakh per month for stretches in 
Priority III and Rs. 25 lakh per month each for Priority IV 
and Priority V stretches.” 
 

About the NGT: 

• National Green Tribunal Act, 2010 (NGT) is an Act of the 
Parliament of India which enables creation of a special 
tribunal to handle the expeditious disposal of the cases 
pertaining to environmental issues. 

•  It draws inspiration from the India's constitutional 
provision of Article 21, which assures the citizens of India 
the right to a healthy environment. 

• The tribunal shall consist of a full time chairperson, judicial 
members and expert members. The minimum number of 
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judicial and expert member prescribed is 10 in each 
category and maximum number is 20 in each category. 

 

 

******************* 

 

 

                              Facts for Prelims: 

v The sinking island of Kerala: 
• Munroe Thuruthu, in Kollam district, is slowly going 

under water, and its fleeing residents join the swelling 
ranks of climate refugees.  
 

v ‘Atang Ane’ 
• A group of 30 people recently embarked to Kallek village 

in Siang district( Arunachal Pradesh) to visit ‘Atang 
Ane’, reportedly the largest existing tree in the state. 

• The visit was organised to promote the ‘Atang Ane’ under 
the theme ‘Expedition Atang Ane’ . 

 

 

 

***************** 
 
 
 

 


