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                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                       Daily Current Affairs –Dec- 2018 

                            (19th Dec) 

Centre drafts child protection policy: 

Why in News? The Ministry of Women and Child 
Development has placed the draft policy on its website and invited 
comments from stakeholders until January 4. This will be the first 
policy dedicated to the protection of children, an area that until 
now was only a part of the broader National Child Policy, 2013. 

 

About: 

• The Supreme Court had earlier directed the CBI to 
investigate allegations involving 17 shelter homes for 
children, destitute women, beggars and senior citizens in 
Bihar following the case of sexual abuse of more than 30 
girls in a shelter home in Muzaffarpur in the State  

• As per the draft, the policy will apply to “all institutions, and 
organisations (including corporate and media houses), 
government or private sector”. 

• Any individual who suspects physical, sexual or emotional 
abuse must report it to the helpline number 1098, police or a 
child welfare committee. 

• The draft policy recommends that all organisations must have 
a code of conduct based on “zero tolerance of child abuse 
and exploitation” 
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• Unlike the National Child Policy, 2013, the latest document 
doesn’t talk about children who may need additional special 
protection measures: including those affected by migration, 
communal or sectarian violence, children forced into begging 
or in conflict with the law, and those infected with HIV/AIDS. 

• It also doesn’t talk about the role of the state for ensuring 
the protection of child rights or addressing local grievances. 

 

 
 

******************* 
 
 

Kerala’s captive jumbos get genetic IDs: 

Why in News?  

In a first for India, every one of Kerala’s captive elephants now has a 
unique DNA-based genetic ID. 

• Captive elephants are those that have been captured from 
the wild and used by humans. 

About: 

The Forest Department provided blood samples of captive elephants 
from across the State to the Rajiv Gandhi Centre for 
Biotechnology (RGCB) for DNA fingerprinting.  

The method, also referred to as DNA profiling, is a forensic 
technique that makes it possible to identify individuals — people or 
animals — based on unique DNA characteristics called micro-
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satellites (DNA portions that occur repeatedly), much like 
fingerprints. 

 

About the DNA fingerprinting (DNA profiling)     : 

• DNA fingerprinting is a method used to identify an individual 
from a sample of DNA by looking at unique patterns in their 
DNA. 

• DNA fingerprinting was invented in 1984 by Professor Sir 
Alec Jeffreys after he realised you could detect variations 
in human DNA, in the form of these Mini satellites.  

• DNA fingerprinting is a technique that simultaneously 
detects lots of mini satellites in the genome to produce a 
pattern unique to an individual. This is a DNA fingerprint. 

` 
***************** 
 

Warming leads to water crisis in Himalayas: 

Why in News? Climate change is driving glaciers in the 
Himalayas to melt more rapidly than at any point in the last 
10,000 years, and could soon cause water supply shortage in 
parts of India, Pakistan, and Nepal, a study has warned. 

About: 

• Researchers from Ohio State University in the U.S. showed 
that climate change could have devastating effects on 
vulnerable residents in the Andes Mountains and the 
Tibetan plateau. 

• Those glaciers in both parts of the world are melting more 
rapidly than at any point in the last 10,000 years -- mean 
the water supply in parts of Peru, Pakistan, China, India 
and Nepal will decline, soon. 
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• The international research team dubbed the plateau the 
“Third Pole” because it contains the largest stores of 
freshwater in the world outside of the North and South 
poles. 

 

******************** 

 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Bogibeel bridge in Assam 
• Bogibeel bridge is a combined road and rail bridge over the 

Brahmaputra river in the north eastern Indian state of Assam 
between Dhemaji district and Dibrugarh district. 

• The Tai-Ahom community called for a road blockade near 
the bridge.  

•   The community demanded that the bridge should be 
named after Chaolong Siu-ka-pha, who founded the Ahom 
kingdom in Assam more than 600 years ago. 

• The Government has proposed to name the bridge as 
Birangana Sati Sadhani Setu, the last queen of the kingdom . 
 

***************** 
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Prelims Fact 
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