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                            (18th Dec) 

Transgender Bill passed in Lok Sabha: 

Why in News? The Transgender Persons (Protection of 
Rights) Bill, 2016, which aims at defining transgender people 
and prohibiting discrimination against them, was passed with 
27 amendments in the Lok Sabha recently. 

What is Transgender Persons? As per the bill, a transgender 
person is one who is – neither wholly male nor female; or a 
combination of male and female; or neither male nor female. 

 

About the Transgender Bill 2016: 

• Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2016 was 
introduced in Lok Sabha in August 2016 and currently this 
bill is pending with the standing committee. 

• The bill defines a transgender and makes provisions for 
certain safeguards against discrimination with India’s 6 
lakh Transgender. 

• The bill provides that a transgender will have right to reside 
and be included in his household.  

• The bill prohibits discrimination against a transgender 
person with respect to education, healthcare, access to 
goods, services, facilities and support. 
 
 

***************** 
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LPG scheme to cover poor people: 

Why in News? The Union Cabinet recently approved the 
expansion of the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, which aims to 
provide deposit-free LPG connections to all poor households. 

 

About: 

• So far, the scheme targeted the poor and underprivileged so 
listed in the Socio-Economic and Caste Census, 2011. 

• The mandate of the scheme was to provide LPG connections 
to eight crore households 

•  Of that, It would have achieved six crore by 2018.  
• the funds to provide connections to the remaining two 

crore as well.” 
 

Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana,: 

• Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana is an ambitious social welfare 
scheme of Narendra Modi Government launched on 1st May 
2016 from Ballia in Uttar Pradesh.  

• Under the PM Ujjwala Yojana, the government aims to provide 
LPG connections to BPL households in the country.  

• The scheme is aimed at replacing the unclean cooking fuels 
mostly used in the rural India with the clean and more 
efficient LPG (Liquefied Petroleum Gas). 

 

 

****************** 
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Making every citizen an auditor: 

Why in News? “A good auditor is a good listener” said 
President Ram Nath Kovind during his recent speech at the 29th 
Accountants General Conference. “You will not only see the 
accounts in their books, but also listen to their accounts,” he 
said. 

 

About: 

• Social audits show how people’s participation in the 
planning, execution and monitoring of public programmes 
leads to better outcomes.  

• They have strengthened the role of the gram sabha. Social 
audits were first mandated by law in 2005 under the 
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 
(MGNREGA). Subsequently, Parliament, the Supreme Court 
and many Central ministries mandated them in other areas 
as well. 
 

About the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA): 

• National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 2005 (or, NREGA 
No 42, later renamed as the "Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guarantee Act", MGNREGA), is an 
Indian labour law and social security measure that aims to 
guarantee the 'right to work'. 

• The act was first proposed in 1991 by P.V. Narasimha Rao. 
In 2006, it was finally accepted in the parliament and 
commenced implementation in 625 districts of India. 

• It aims to enhance livelihood security in rural areas by 
providing at least 100 days of wage employment in a 
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financial year to every household whose adult members 
volunteer to do unskilled manual work 

 

 

****************** 

 
 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Sal trees Festival: 
• A small, one-of-its-kind theatre festival held inside the sal 

forest of Rampur in Assam with nature as the prop is 
steering a new performing arts discourse 

• Held inside a forest in Assam’s Goalpara district in mid-
December, the annual festival has become an example of a 
unique format of contemporary theatre in India. 
 

v Beresheet spacecraft ( Israel) 
• SpaceIL engineers say they aim to launch the 585 kg 

Beresheet craft, which carries a device to measure the moon's 
magnetic fields, early next year; So far, only the US, Russia 
and China have sent unmanned vessels to the moon. 
 
 
 

*************** 
 


