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                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                       Daily Current Affairs –Dec- 2018 

                            (17th Dec) 

Climate talks deliver ‘rule book’ 

 

Why in News? Nations recently struck a deal to breathe life 
into the landmark 2015 Paris climate treaty after marathon UN 
talks that failed to match the ambition the most vulnerable 
countries need to avert dangerous global warming. 

About 

• Delegates from nearly 200 states finalized a common rule 
book designed to deliver on the Paris goals of limiting global 
temperature rises to well below 2°Celsius. 

• “Putting together the Paris agreement work programme is a 
big responsibility,” said COP24 president Michal Kurtyka as 
he gavelled through the deal after talks in Poland that ran 
deep into overtime. “It has been a long road. We did our 
best to leave no one behind.” 

 

 

 

     ****************** 

 

Bt cotton seed probe delayed by Maratha protests: 
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Why in News? While the agitations held for Maratha 
reservation helped the community win their demand, it has also 
delayed the probe by a special investigation team (SIT) Recently 
the State government sanctioned a three-month extension to 
the SIT, led-by Krishaprakash, Special IG (Protection and VIP 
security), which is probing the role of companies such as Mahyco 
Monsanto Bio Tech (India) Pvt. Ltd. 

 

About: 

In India, Bt cotton seeds of Bollgard-I (since 2002) with Cry1Ac 
gene and Bollgard-II (since 2006) with Cry2Ab gene are approved 
for sale on a commercial scale. A company needs the approval of 
the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) to 
commercially produce genetically modified seeds. Bt cotton seeds 
with HTTG are not approved by the GEAC. 

 

About The Bollgard II: 

Bollgard II cotton contains two genes derived from the common 
soil bacterium Bacillus thuringiensis. These bacteria produce a 
large array of crystalline proteins, two of which are produced in 
Bollgard II® cotton, Cry1Ac and Cry2Ab. Cry1Ac is specific to 
Lepidoptera (moths, including our major pests, Helicoverpa spp.) 
and Cry2Ab to Diptera (flies) and Lepidoptera, giving inbuilt 
protection against the larvae of Helicoverpa spp. 

About the GEAC: 

• GEAC is apex body under Ministry of Environment, Forests and 
Climate Change for regulating manufacturing, use, import, export 
and storage of hazardous micro-organisms or genetically engineered 
organisms (GMOs) and cells in the country. 
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• It is also responsible for giving technical approval of proposals 
relating to release of GMOs and products including experimental 
field trials. 

• However, Environment Minister gives final approval for GMOs. 
 
 

****************** 

 

India recorded 95 tiger deaths in 2018, 41 outside 
reserves: 

Why in News? According to the National Tiger Conservation 
Authority’s (NTCA) records till December 15, 2018, there were 
95 cases of tiger deaths in the country. Of this, 41 cases of tiger 
deaths outside tiger reserves have been reported. 

 

About: Of them, 14 occurred in Maharashtra, which accounted 
for over 34% of all deaths outside tiger reserves in the country. A 
total of 19 tiger deaths were recorded in Maharashtra in 2018, 
so deaths outside tiger reserves comprise more than 70% of all 
tiger deaths in the State. 

 

About the NTCA: 

• The NTCA maintains the official database of tiger mortality 
in the country, and compiles figures from reports sent by 
different States on the basis of recovery of bodies or 
seizure of body parts. 

• According to the last tiger estimation exercise in the country 
in 2014, Maharashtra is home to 190 tigers, but more than 
a third of its tigers, or about 74 of them, live outside tiger 
reserves in the State. 
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• “One of the major reason why tigers are dying in 
Maharashtra is because many of the tigers are living 
outside tiger reserves,” Anup Kumar Nayak, member 
secretary, NTCA told.  

 

 

**************** 

ISRO’s GSAT-7A to add muscle to Air Force: 

Why in News? Military communication satellite GSAT-7A, 
due to be launched on December 19 evening from Sriharikota, is 
expected to add a new space-based dimension to the way Indian 
Air Force interlinks, operates and communicates with its aircraft. 

 

About GSAT-7A: 

• GSAT-7A is an advanced military communications satellite 
meant exclusively for the Indian Air Force. 

• It is currently being developed in ISRO Satellite Centre. 
GSAT-7A is similar to Indian navy's GSAT-7 and the Indian 
Air Force will be the sole operator of the satellite.  

• GSAT-7A will enable IAF to interlink different ground radar 
stations, ground airbase and Airborne early warning and 
control (AWACS) aircraft such as Beriev A-50 Phalcon and 
DRDO AEW&CS. 

 

 

***************** 

 



 

www.vaidicslucknow Page 5 
 

Navy to helm centre on maritime security: 

Why in News? The Navy will formally inaugurate the 
Information Fusion Centre (IFC) for the Indian Ocean Region 
(IOR) later this week. Through this Centre, information on 
“white shipping”, or commercial shipping, will be exchanged with 
countries in the region to improve maritime domain awareness in 
the Indian Ocean. 

Related terms: 

About the Information Fusion Centre (IFC): 

• The IFC has been established at the Navy’s Information 
Management and Analysis Centre (IMAC) in Gurugram, 
which is the single point centre linking all the coastal 
radar chains to generate a seamless real-time picture of the 
nearly 7,500-km coastline. 
 

About the “white shipping”: 

• White Shipping Agreement (WSA) is an information network 
protocol that allows the navies of two countries to 
exchange information about ships in their oceanic 
territories.  

• Ships would be classified into white (commercial ships), grey 
(military vessels), and black (illegal vessels) 

• It facilitates preventing any potential threat from sea from 
impinging an coastal and offshore security of the country. 
 
 
 

************** 
 
 


