
 

www.vaidicslucknow Page 1 
 

                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                       Daily Current Affairs –Dec- 2018 

                            (15th Dec) 

Supreme Court rejects PIL pleas for Rafale deal probe: 
 

Why in News? The Supreme Court recently refused to 
embark on a “fishing enquiry” into the deal to procure 36 Rafale 
fighter jets merely on the basis of PIL petitions spurred by a media 
interview of former French President Francois Hollande and 
reports of favoritism shown by the Narendra Modi government. 

Related terms: 

What is Fishing inquiry? 

It refers to asking questions which are not at all connected with the 
subject matter. For example: In case of assessment u/s 147 of 
income tax act, sometimes questionnaire issued by AO in the 
reassessment proceedings contain no question relating to the 
income believed to have escaped assessment in the reasons 
recorded but different questions totally unconnected to the reasons 
recorded are asked. 

 
 
About the Indian Offset Partner (IOP): 

Offset Partner: 

Direct offset is a side agreement that is directly related to the main 
product/service that is bought/sold, that is military equipment, 
systems, or services. They may be also called military offsets. 
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Offset Policy: 

The offset policy is an important policy statement for the 
conservative defence manufacturing sector. It has to embrace 
design, development and manufacturing in its scope and encourage 
OEMs, design houses to have long-term partnership with the Indian 
defence industry. 

About the Public Accounts Committee (PAC): 

• The Public Accounts Committee (PAC) is a committee of 
selected members of parliament, constituted by the 
Parliament of India, for the purpose of auditing the revenue 
and the expenditure of the Government of India. 

• The Public Accounts Committee consists of not more than 
twenty-two members, fifteen elected by Lok Sabha, the 
lower house of the Parliament, and not more than seven 
members of Rajya Sabha, the upper house of the 
Parliament 
 

About the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG): 

• The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India is an 
authority, established by Article 148 of the Constitution of 
India, which audits all receipts and expenditure of the 
Government of India and the state governments. 

• The CAG is also the external auditor of Government-owned 
corporations and conducts supplementary audit of 
government companies, i.e., any non-banking/ non-
insurance company in which Union Government has an 
equity share of at least 51 per cent or subsidiary companies 
of existing government companies.  

• The reports of the CAG are taken into consideration by the 
Public Accounts Committees (PACs) and Committees on 
Public Undertakings (COPUs) 
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• Comptroller and Auditor General Rajiv Mehrishi studied 
History there. He was appointed the Vice-Chair of the 
United Nations Panel of Auditors recently 11 December. 
Mehrishi is from the 1978 IAS batch. 

 

 

     ****************** 

 

J&K legislation to stop ‘sextortion’ of women: 

 

Why in News? Governor Satya Pal Malik’s administration 
in Jammu & Kashmir recently approved an amendment to the 
Ranbir Penal Code (RPC), to insert a section to provide for the 
offence of “sextortion.”  

 

About Ranbir Penal Code (RPC): 

• Jammu and Kashmir State Ranbir Penal Code or RPC the 
main criminal code applicable in the Indian state of Jammu 
and Kashmir.  

• Indian Penal Code is not applicable here under Article 370 of 
the Constitution of India. It came into force in 1932 (1989 
V.S.) The code was introduced during the reign of Dogra 
dynasty with Ranbir Singh as its ruler. It was made on the 
lines of Indian Penal Code prepared by Thomas Babington 
Macaulay. 
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                             ****************** 

 
 
 

Haj sea route plan on fast track: 
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Why in News? The Centre has fast-tracked the proposal of 
ferrying Haj pilgrims through sea route from next year with 
officials of both India and Saudi Arabia holding discussions on 
the technicalities on the pilgrimage. 

 

About: 

• The Saudi government has given the green signal for 
reviving the scheme for ferrying Haj pilgrims between 
Mumbai and Jeddah that was stopped in 1995. Now 
necessary formalities would be discussed between the two 
countries on the proposal, a senior official of the Union 
Ministry of Minority Affairs has said. 

• However, the proposal, which is expected to cut down on the 
travel expenses by more than 50%, has not been well-
received by the Kerala State Haj Committee since pilgrims 
will have to travel to Mumbai. 

• The travel could possibly take two to three days unlike in 
olden times when ferrying used to take more than a fortnight. 

• A final decision will be taken during the signing of the 
bilateral annual Haj agreement between India and Saudi 
Arabia shortly. 

 

 

 
****************** 
 
 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Novelist Amitav Ghosh wins Jnanpith Award: 
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• Eminent novelist Amitav Ghosh has been chosen for this 
year’s Jnanpith Award, the Bharatiya Jnanpith announced 
on recently. 

• The award is given to an author for “outstanding 
contribution towards literature”. 

• The award is given to an author for “outstanding contribution 
towards literature”. 

• Mr. Ghosh’s novels include Shadow Lines , The Glass Palace , 
The Hungry Tide , and the Ibis trilogy — Sea of Poppies , River 
of Smoke , and Flood of Fire 
 

v  The Bru tribe: 
• The  Bru tribe has been identified by  the outsiders since 

many years back,  and  then  was  recognized  by   the   
Government  of India  as “Riang”  and  one   of  the  scheduled   
tribe  of  Tripura.  

•  In  fact   the nomenclature of  the tribe is the “BRU,” but, how  
the  nomenclature  as “Riang” has  been   in  use  till  date  is  
a  mystery  to  us, and a subject  of  extensive   research  
work.  . 
 
 

***************** 
 
 
 


