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                       Daily Current Affairs –Dec- 2018 

                            (14th Dec) 

Migratory birds at Chilika face avian flu threat: 
 

Why in News? Lakhs of migratory birds which have 
congregated at the Chilika lake are facing a threat to their lives 
following the detection of avian influenza virus barely a few 
kilometres away from the Nalabana Bird Sanctuary. 

 

About: 

• Some crows and chickens were found dead inside poultry 
farms in Krushnaprasad block recently. Subsequently, 
samples were sent to the National Institute of High Security 
Animal Diseases, Bhopal, for testing. 

• The State government informed that the samples have tested 
positive for H5N1 virus and a massive culling operation 
would be undertaken from recently inside private poultry 
farms in the affected villages, including Sana Sahi, Maluda 
and Patharganj. 
 

What is H5N1? 

H5N1 is a type of influenza virus that causes a highly infectious, 
severe respiratory disease in birds called avian influenza (or "bird 
flu").  

• Human cases of H5N1 avian influenza occur occasionally, but 
it is difficult to transmit the infection from person to person. 



 

www.vaidicslucknow Page 2 
 

• When people do become infected, the mortality rate is about 
60%. 

How does H5N1 influenza spread to people? 

Almost all cases of H5N1 infection in people have been associated 
with close contact with infected live or dead birds, or H5N1-
contaminated environments.  

• The virus does not infect humans easily, and spread from 
person to person appears to be unusual.  

• There is no evidence that the disease can be spread to people 
through properly prepared and thoroughly cooked food. 

• Asian H5N1 was first detected in humans in 1997 during a 
poultry outbreak in Hong Kong and has since been detected 
in poultry and wild birds in more than 50 countries in 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Middle East.  

• Six countries are considered to be endemic for Asian HPAI 
H5N1 virus in poultry (Bangladesh, China, Egypt, India, 
Indonesia, and Vietnam). 

 

 

     ****************** 

 

            Groundwater extraction: 

 

Why in News? In a bid to promote conservation of 
groundwater, the Central Ground Water Authority (CGWA) has 
notified a water conservation fee (WCF) that industries will need to 
pay on groundwater extraction starting from June. 
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About: 

• As per the notification, industries extracting groundwater 
including mining-dewatering units and those that use 
groundwater for packaged drinking water would also need to 
apply for a no-objection certificate (NOC) from the 
government.  

• Individual households that draw groundwater using a delivery 
pipe of a greater than 1” diameter, too, would need to pay a 
WCF. 

• However, the agriculture sector — the largest consumer of 
Groundwater in the country — will be exempt from the fees. 

• The guidelines would come into force with effect from June 
2019 and would apply across the country. 
 

About the (CGWA): 

• Central Ground Water Authority (CGWA) has been constituted 
under Section 3 (3) of the Environment (Protection) Act, 
1986 to regulate. 

• CGWA Headquarters in New Delhi. 
 

About the (NOC): 

• No Objection Certificate, popularly abbreviated as NOC, is 
a type of legal certificate issued by any agency, 
organization, and institute or, in certain cases, an 
individual.  

• It does not object to the covenants of the certificate. The 
certification is a requirement at most government-based 
department predominantly from the Indian 
subcontinent. 
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GWA Headquarters                     ****************** 

 

Bankers ask RBI Govenor to ease PCA norms: 

 

Why in News? Chief executives of public sector banks, who 
met the new Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Shaktikanta 
Das recently, requested the central bank to relax the prompt 
corrective action (PCA) norms on the ground that it was hurting 
credit off-take. 

 

Related terms: 

What is PCA? To ensure that banks don't go bust, RBI has put 
in place some trigger points to assess, monitor, control and take 
corrective actions on banks which are weak and troubled.  

The process or mechanism under which such actions are taken is 
known as Prompt Corrective Action, or PCA. 

About the NPA: According to RBI, terms loans on which 
interest or installment of principal remain overdue for a period of 
more than 90 days from the end of a particular quarter is called a 
Non-performing Asset. 

About the NBFCs: 

• Non-banking financial companies (NBFCs) are financial 
institutions that offer various banking services, but do not 
have a banking license.  

• Generally, these institutions are not allowed to take deposits 
from the public, which keeps them outside the scope of 
traditional oversight required under banking regulations. 
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•  NBFCs can offer banking services such as loans and credit 
facilities, retirement planning, money markets, 
underwriting and merger activities. 

 

 

                                  ****************** 

 

India, Russia to boost joint production in defence: 

 

Why in News? India and Russia have agreed on ways to 
simplify export clearances to take forward joint manufacturing in 
defence. 

About:  

• This was among the various issues discussed during the 18th 
meeting of the India-Russia Inter-Governmental 
Commission on Military Technical Cooperation (IRIGC-
MTC) chaired by Defence Minister & Russian counterpart 
recently. 

• India is keen on moving from licence manufacturing of 
defence equipment to joint production under Make in 
India. This includes allowing Indian companies, both Defence 
Public Sector Undertakings (DPSU) and private sector, to 
manufacture spares for Russian systems in India. 
 
 
 

     ****************** 
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Facts for Prelims: 

v ‘Disneyland plant: 
Krishnaraja Sagar (KRS) will be developed on the lines of 
Disneyland in the U.S.  
• Krishna Raja Sagara, also popularly known as KRS, is 

a lake and the dam that creates it. They are close to the 
settlement of  Krishnaraja sagara in Karnataka. 
 

•  The Dam is made of surki mortar is below the confluence of 
river Kaveri with its tributaries Hemavati and Lakshmana 
Tirtha, in the district of Mandya . 

 

 

                              *************** 

 


