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                            (13th Dec) 

SC asks Centre, Karnataka to respond on Mekedatu: 
 

Why in News? The Supreme Court recently asked the Centre 
and the Karnataka government to respond on a petition filed by 
Tamil Nadu against the unilateral approval granted by the Central 
Water Commission (CWC) to Karnataka to proceed with the 
preparation of Detailed Project Report (DPR) for the Mekedatu 
project in violation of the decisions of the tribunal and apex court 
for equitable apportionment of Cauvery water. 

 

About the Mekedatu: 

• Mekedatu is a location along Kaveri in Kanakapura Taluk of 
Ramanagara District. Sangama is the place where Arkavati 
merges with Kaver 

• About 3.5 kilometers downstream, the river Kaveri flows 
through a deep and narrow gorge. Mekedatu' means 'goat's 
leap' in Kannada). It is about 110 km from Bengaluru via 
Kanakapura. 

• Upstream on the Kaveri is the well known Shivanasamudra 
Falls with its hydro-electric power station, which was set 
up in 1902. 

About Central Water Commission (CWC): 

• It is a premier Technical Organization of India in the field of 
Water Resources. 
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• It is presently functioning as an attached office of the Ministry 
of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga 
Rejuvenation, Government of India. 

• Central Water Commission CWC is headed by a Chairman, 
with the status of Ex-Officio Secretary to the Government 
of India.  

• The work of the Commission is divided among 3 wings 
namely, Designs and Research (D&R) Wing, River 
Management (RM) Wing and Water Planning and Projects 
(WP&P) Wing 

 

 

     ****************** 

 

India gets submarine rescue system: 

 

Why in News? The Indian Navy joined a select group of 
naval forces in the world recently when it inducted its first non-
tethered Deep Submergence Rescue Vehicle (DSRV) system at the 
Naval Dockyard in Mumbai.  

The DSRV is used to rescue crew members from submarines 
stranded under water in the high seas. 

 

About the Deep Submergence Rescue Vehicle (DSRV): 

• A deep-submergence rescue vehicle (DSRV) is a type of deep-
submergence vehicle used for rescue of downed 
submarines and clandestine missions.  
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• While DSRV is the term most often used by the United 
States Navy, other nations have different designations for 
their vehicles. 

• The DSRV can be operated at a depth of 650 metres and can 
rescue 14 people at a time.  

• The navy on Wednesday inducted its first 'Deep Submergence 
Rescue Vehicle' in Mumbai, and said another one would soon 
be deployed at Visakhapatnam.  

• The maiden trials of the DSRV were successfully completed 
on October 15 
 

 

****************** 
 

Getting citizenship could become easier for some: 

 

Why in News? Experts point out that the winter session of 
Parliament may see the government push for the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill of 2016. 

 

About: 

• The proposed law, which amends the original Citizenship 
Act of 1955, mandates that Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, 
Jains, Parsis and Christians from Afghanistan, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan will not be treated as illegal immigrants 
despite having entered India without valid documents. 

• They will not face deportation as illegal immigrants under the 
Passport (Entry into India) Act of 1920 and the Foreigners 
Act of 1946. 
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• Illegal immigrants from these six communities from these 
countries are assured a smooth sail to citizenship over 
Muslims. 
 

Why did the Act come into existence? 

It is important to note that the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill of 
2016, which was introduced in Parliament on July 15, 2016, 
explains that many persons of Indian origin including persons 
belonging to the six “minority communities” from Afghanistan, 
Pakistan and Bangladesh have been unsuccessfully applying for 
citizenship under the Citizenship Act of 1955 but are unable to 
produce proof of their Indian origin. 

 
 

****************** 
 

Dam safety Bill in Lok Sabha: 

 

Why in News? The government recently introduced the Dam 
Safety Bill, 2018 in the Lok Sabha which will enable the States 
and Union Territories to adopt uniform procedures to ensure 
safety of reservoirs. 

About the Dam Safty Bill: 

• The Union Cabinet has approved the proposal for introduction 
of Dam Safety Bill, 2018 in the Parliament.  

• The bill aims to help all States and Union Territory. 
• The Bill provides for surveillance, inspection, operation and 

maintenance to prevent disasters related to dams. 
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• The bill will constitute National Committee on Dam Safety 
(NCDS), National Dam Safety Authority (NDSA), and State 
Dam Safety Organization (SDSO) with well defied duties and 
functions. 

• The Bill provides for punishment / penalty if the dam safety 
provisions are not followed. 

 

                                ****************** 

                             Facts for prelims: 

v Britain’s Golden visa’ scheme: 

The UK is to suspend its top tier investor visa scheme, as part of a 
drive to crack down on organized crime and money laundering. 

• Tier 1 ‘golden visas’ are currently offered to non-EU 
residents over three years entry in return for £2 million 
investment in UK bonds, share capital or loan capital in UK 
companies.  

• They can then apply to settle permanently after two years if 
they invest more than £10 million. 
 

v “Benign inflation”: 

In order for inflation to be “benign”, it needs to be both low and 
consistent.  

Central banks typically try to target inflation at about 2% per 
annum.  

So, from a practical perspective, if inflation is varying over time in a 
range between say 1% per annum and 3% per annum, it could be 
be described as “benign”. 

                                       ************* 


