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                VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW: 
                       Daily Current Affairs –Dec- 2018 

                            (8th, Dec) 

M.S. Swaminathan calls GM crops a failure, Centre’s 
adviser faults paper: 

Why in News? Genetically engineered Bt cotton has failed 
to provide livelihood security for farmers, says article. 
 

About: 
• A research paper co-authored by leading agriculture scientist 

M.S. Swaminathan, which describes Bt cotton as a 
‘failure,’ was criticised by India’s Principal Scientific 
Adviser (PSA), K .Vijay Raghavan as ‘deeply flawed.’ 

• It has failed as a sustainable agriculture technology and has 
therefore also failed to provide livelihood security for 
cotton farmers. 

• Who are mainly resource-poor, small and marginal farmers,” 
according to the paper, “…The precautionary principle 
(PP) has been done away with and no science-based and 
rigorous biosafety protocols and evaluation of GM crops are in 
place.” 
 

What is Bt cotton? 

 It is a genetically modified crop.  

Bt stands for Bacillus thuringiensis - a soil bacterium which 
contains a toxic gene called Bt gene. The aim is to make the cotton 

http://www.vaidicslucknow.com


 

www.vaidicslucknow.com Page 2 
 

crop resistant to bollworm. Hence through genetic engineering the 
gene is inserted into the cotton seed. 

 

What is a GM crop?  GM is a technology that involves 
inserting DNA into the genome of an organism. To produce a 
GM plant, new DNA is transferred into plant cells. Usually, the 
cells are then grown in tissue culture where they develop into 
plants. The seeds produced by these plants will inherit the new 
DNA.   

                               **************** 

 

Expired dart fired on Avni, says probe body: 

 

Why in News? The committee constituted by the National 
Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) to enquire into the death 
of tiger T-1 (the official name of the tigress known as Avni) in 
Pandharkawada on November 2, has concluded that the dart shot 
to immobilise the big cat had been used about 56 hours after it 
was prepared, well past the recommended 24 hours. 
 
 
About Tiger-T1: 

• Newly shifted T1 tiger died of poaching, not porcupine attack 
• The three-year-old big cat in Satkosia Tiger Reserve which 

was shifted from Madhya Pradesh’s Kanha Tiger Reserve as 
part of the country’s first inter-State tiger translocation plan 
in June and found dead on November 14 was the victim of 
poaching. 

• “The dart fired by Mukhbir Sheikh to immobilise T-1 was 
prepared by Dr. B.M. Kadu, the veterinary officer on October 
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31, 2018, at 2.00 p.m. and was used after lapse of 
approximately 56 hours on November 2, 2018, at 11.00 
p.m. 

What is (NTCA)? The National Tiger Conservation Authority 
(NTCA) was established in December 2005 following a 
recommendation of the Tiger Task Force, constituted by the 
Prime Minister of India for reorganised management of Project 
Tiger and the many Tiger Reserves in India. 

 
  ************* 

End this long trauma 

 

Why in News? Fifteen crore individuals, better known as the 
Denotified Tribes (DNT) of India, continue to be considered 
‘criminal by birth’. 

 

About DNT and CTA: 

• Denotified Tribes (DNTs), also known as Vimukta Jati, are 
the tribes that were listed originally under the Criminal 
Tribes Act of 1871, as Criminal Tribes and "addicted to the 
systematic commission of non-bailable offences." ... The 
denotified tribes were reclassified as "habitual offenders" in 
1959.  

• The Criminal Tribes Act of 1871, expanded in scope through 
the 1920s, targeted numerous castes in colonial India. ... 
Hundreds of Hindu communities were brought under the 
Criminal Tribes Act. By 1931, the colonial government listed 
237 criminal castes and tribes under the act in the Madras 
Presidency alone. 
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• It is only in independent India that the need was felt to shift 
the collective burden of criminality to the individual, 
which led to the CTA being repealed and the Habitual 
Offenders Act (HOA) being enacted in various States.    
   

Habitual Offenders Act (HOA): 

• A habitual offender statute will usually target offenders who 
repeat the same type of misdemeanor or felony offense. 
Habitual offender statutes may vary by state. ... Generally, 
a habitual offender statute will impose additional punishments 
on offenders who have been convicted at least twice for 
certain crimes.Jun 26, 2018 

 

 
************* 
 

Current account deficit widens to 2.9% in Q2: 

 

Why in News? Trade deficit rises to $50 bn compared with $32.5 
bn a year ago: RBI 

• Current account deficit (CA) widened to 2.9% of GDP for the 
July-September quarter due to higher trade deficit compared 
with 1.1% during the same period of the previous year, the 
Reserve Bank of India said recently. 

•  “The deficit widened due to sharp rise in oil prices. But now 
prices have corrected 31% from peak levels. Exports also 
picked up after rupee weakened against the dollar. 
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What is current account deficit: 

The current account deficit is a measurement of a country’s trade 
where the value of the goods and services it imports exceeds the 
value of the goods and services it exports.  

• The current account includes net income, such as interest 
and dividends, and transfers, such as foreign aid, although 
these components make up only a small percentage of the 
total current account. 

                      Facts for prelims : 

v Solar Cycle 25: 

Solar cycle 25 is the upcoming and 25th solar cycle since 1755, 
when extensive recording of solar sunspot activity began.  

• It is expected to begin in late 2019 and continue through 
2030. However, the sun is showing signs of a reverse magnetic 
polarity sunspot appearing and beginning this solar cycle. 

 

                                 ************* 

http://www.vaidicslucknow.com

