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                VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW: 
                       Daily Current Affairs –Dec- 2018 

                            (7th, Dec) 

 Will fill all CIC posts on Dec. 11, Centre tells SC: 

 

Why in News? Appointments to fill at least four vacancies on 
the Central Information Commission will be finalised on 
December 11, the Centre told the Supreme Court this week, 
according to one of the petitioners in the case. 
 

About: 
• The government’s counsel also informed the court that the 

Centre intends to amend the Right to Information (RTI) 
Act, said the petitioner Anjali Bhardwaj. 

• The 11-member Commission, the highest appeal body 
available to applicants seeking information under the RTI 
Act, is currently operating with only three members in the 
wake of multiple retirements 
 

What is RTI Act? It is an act to provide for setting out the 
practical regime of Right to Information for citizens to secure 
information under control of public authorities, the 
constitution of a Central Information Commission, This law was 
passed by Parliament on 15 June 2005 and came fully into force 
on 12 October 2005. 

 

About the Central Information Commission (CIC): 
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• CIC was established in 2005 by Central Government under 
provisions of Right to Information (RTI) Act (2005). 

• The Chief Information Commissioner heads the Central 
Information Commission. 

• CIC hears appeals from information-seekers who have not 
been satisfied by the public authority, and also addresses 
major issues concerning the RTI Act. 

• CIC submits annual report to Union government on the 
implementation of the provisions of RTI Act. 
 

 

                               **************** 

 

Cabinet clears policy to double agri exports: 

 

Why in News? The Union Cabinet recently approved the 
Agriculture Export Policy, aimed at increasing India’s exports 
to $60 billion by 2022 from the current $37 billion. 
 

About: 

• “We have managed to increase agriculture exports to $37 
billion from $30 billion in just one year,” Mr. Prabhu said at 
a press conference. “With this policy, we aim to increase 
that to $60 billion by 2022. This is in line with the Prime 
Minister’s vision of doubling farmers’ income.” 
 

Doubling the farmer’s income by 2022: 

The Prime Minister has announced the government’s goal of 
doubling the farmer’s income by 2022. This would require the 
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farmer’s income to rise by around 12% per year on average, over 
the next 5 years. 

 

 

 
 

  ************* 

 

Bulk of plastic litter is from tourism and fishing, and 
Gopalpur is the worst hit:  

Why in News? In addition to air and water pollution, India 
can now add one more category to its pollution worries: beach 
pollution. And here, tourism and fishing are the biggest 
culprits, contributing most of the plastic litter on beaches, 
according to a study by the National Centre of Coastal Research 
(NCCR). 

 

Study’s Findings: 

• The NCCR conducted a qualitative analysis of the litter on 
six different beaches on the eastern and western coasts. It 
found that plastic litter from tourism alone accounted for 
40%-96% of all beach litter. 

•  The proportion of biomedical litter was high in urban areas, 
such as Elliot’s Beach and Fort Kochi Beach. 

• The study looked at tonnes of litter across these six beaches 
on September 15, 2018, the International Coastal Cleanup 
Day. 
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About NCCR:         
The Integrated Coastal and Marine Area Management 
Project Directorate (ICMAM PD), an attached office of Ministry 
of Earth Sciences (MoES), Government of India, was 
established at Chennai during Jan,1998 for implementing IDA 
assisted Environment Management Capacity Building Project.    

• The Project Directorate has been continuing its activities in the 
field of Coastal Research, fully funded by MoES and it was re-
designated as National Centre for Coastal Research 
(NCCR) on 20th April 2018.        

 

                    ************* 

 

Air pollution cause of 1 in 8 deaths: 

 

Why in News? India, with 18% of the world’s population, 
has a disproportionately high 26% of the global premature 
deaths and disease burden due to air pollution. Moreover, one in 
eight deaths in India was attributable to air pollution in India in 
2017, making it a leading risk factor for death. 

 

About The Report: 

• The key findings from the paper include the fact that 12.4 
lakh deaths in India in 2017 were due to air pollution, which 
included 6.7 lakh deaths due to outdoor particulate matter 
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air pollution and 4.8 lakh deaths due to household air 
pollution. 

• The report states that the highest PM2.5 exposure level was 
in Delhi, followed by the other north Indian States of Uttar 
Pradesh, Bihar and Haryana. 

About PM2.5: 

• It refers to atmospheric particulate matter (PM) that have a 
diameter of less than 2.5 micrometers, which is about 3% the 
diameter of a human hair.  

• They are even smaller than their counterparts PM10, which are 
particles that are 10 micrometres or less, and are also called 
fine particles. 

 

 
                            ****************** 

 

Still on the last chance saloon (Conference of the 
Parties (COP-24): 

Why in News? A fact that lends credence to the above is that 
average global temperatures have crossed a degree Celsius above 
preindustrial levels and such concentration of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere (410 ppm) has never been seen by humans before. 

About: 

• The 24th meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP-
24) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) in Katowice, Poland (December 3-14) is 
meant to take forward steps to address this threat of climate 
change. 
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About The UNFCCC:  

It is a “Rio Convention”, one of three adopted at the “Rio Earth 
Summit” in 1992.  

Ø The UNFCCC entered into force on 21 March 1994.  
Ø Today, it has near-universal membership.  
Ø The countries that have ratified the Convention are called 

Parties to the Convention. Preventing “dangerous” human 
interference with the climate system is the ultimate aim of the 
UNFCCC.  

Ø The Conference of the Parties (COP) is the supreme body of 
the UNFCCC Convention.  

Ø It consists of the representatives of the Parties to the 
Convention. 

Ø It holds its sessions every year.  

The COP takes decisions which are necessary to ensure the effective 
implementation of the provisions of the Convention and regularly 
reviews the implementation of these provisions. 

 

 

                                   ************** 

http://www.vaidicslucknow.com

