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                VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW: 
                       Daily Current Affairs –Dec- 2018 

                            (6th, Dec) 

 

CO2 levels poised for record high: 

 
Why in News? India, the third-highest contributor, is projected to 
see emissions rise by 6.3% from 2017: study 
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Global carbon emissions are set to hit an all-time high of 
37.1 billion tonnes of CO2 in 2018, according to researchers at 
the University of East Anglia (UEA) and the Global Carbon 
Project. 

 

About: 
• The 2.7% projected global rise in 2018 has been driven by 

appreciable growth in coal use for the second year in a row, 
and sustained growth in oil and gas use,  

• CO2 emissions have now risen for a second year, the 
study’s authors say, after three years of little to no growth 
from 2014 to 2016. The rise in 2017 was 1.6%. 

• The 10 biggest emitters in 2018 are China, U.S., India, 
Russia, Japan, Germany, Iran, Saudi Arabia, South Korea, 
and Canada. 

• China’s emissions accounted for 27% of the global total, 
having grown an estimated 4.7% in 2018 and reaching a 
new all-time high. 

 

                             **************** 

 

India gets first witness protection scheme: 
 

Why in News? The Supreme Court  recently brought in 
place a witness protection regime in the country noting that one of 
the main reasons for witnesses turning hostile is that they are 
not given security by the State. 
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About: 

• A Bench of Justices A.K. Sikri and S. Abdul Nazeer said 
Witness Protection Scheme, 2018 will come into effect 
immediately across all States. 

• The top court said the scheme, which aimed to enable a 
witness to depose fearlessly and truthfully, would be the 
law of the land till Parliament enacted suitable legislation. 

Asaram Bapu case: 

• The issue came up when the Supreme Court was hearing a 
public interest litigation plea seeking protection for 
witnesses in rape cases involving self-styled preacher Asaram 
Bapu. 

• The Bench said witnesses feared serious consequences if they 
deposed against Asaram. “It is alleged that as many as 10 
witnesses have already been attacked and three witnesses 
have been killed,” it noted. 
 

  ************* 

 

Centre may bring back curbs in Andamans: 
 

Why in News? The Chairman of the National Commission for 
Scheduled Tribes, Nand Kumar Sai, has said the Centre may 
like to revisit its decision to lift the Restricted Area Permit 
(RAP) system from 29 islands of Andaman and Nicobar, after 
the death of U.S. citizen John Allen Chau. 

About: 

• Mr. Sai, who is leading a delegation of the Commission to 
the islands, told The Hindu that the lifting of the regime 
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proved problematic and the decision had “many pros and 
cons that needed to be re-looked”. 

 
Protected areas: 

• To develop tourism, the RAP regime, in place since 1963, was 
lifted around August this year from 29 islands, including 
the North Sentinel (where Chau was reportedly killed). 
Though the regime was withdrawn, a tourist is required to 
take permission from the Forest Department and the local 
administration as it is protected under two other Acts. 
 

What is Restricted Area Permit (RAP) system: 

• The foreigners (protected area) act requires the non-Indian 
citizen to obtain a Protected area permit (PAP) to visit certain 
areas in India. Certain requirements have to be fulfilled to get 
this permit. 

• The PAP has a duration of 10 days, with and an option of 
extending it for another 7 days. Normally the travel agent you 
have hired will take care of the PAP. 

• In addition, Restricted Area Permit(RAP) is required by non-
Indian citizens to visit the union territory of Andaman and 
Nicobar islands and parts of the state of Sikkim. 

• The power to issue this permit vests with the Ministry of 
Home Affairs. Such restrictions are imposed due to security 
reasons. 

                  ************* 
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IRD market: draft NRI norms on participation issued: 

 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) issued draft guidelines on non-
residents’ participation in the interest rate derivative (IRD) 
market. 

• The draft norms have proposed non-resident Indians’ (NRIs) 
access to the IRD market, allowing them to hedge their rupee 
interest rate risk flexibly using any available IRD instrument, 
the RBI said in a statement 

• “Non-residents will also be permitted to participate specifically 
in the overnight indexed swap (OIS) market for purposes 
other than hedging,” it said. 

• The central bank has sought comments on the draft guidelines 
from banks, market participants and other interested parties 
by December 31. 

What is Derivatives? 

In finance, a derivative is a contract that derives its value from 
the performance of an underlying entity. This underlying entity 
can be an asset, index, or interest rate, and is often simply called 
the "underlying’. 

 

What is Interest rate derivative (IRD)? 

 In finance, an interest rate derivative (IRD) is a derivative whose 
payments are determined through calculation techniques where 
the underlying benchmark product is an interest rate, or set of 
different interest rates. 
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About overnight indexed swap (OIS): 

An overnight indexed swap is an interest rate swap where the 
periodic floating payment is generally based on a return calculated 
from a daily compound interest investment. 

 

 
                            ****************** 

 

First baby born using uterus from a dead donor: 
 

• a mother who received a uterus transplant from a dead donor 
gave birth to a healthy baby 

• The breakthrough operation, performed in September 2016 in 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, shows that such transplants are feasible 
and could help thousands of women unable to have children 
due to uterine problems, 

• Until recently, the only options available to women with so-
called uterine infertility were adoption or the services of a 
surrogate mother. 

• The first successful childbirth following uterine transplant 
from a living donor took place in 2014 in Sweden, and there 
have been 10 others since then. 

 

About The uterine transplant: 

 It is the surgical procedure whereby a 
healthy uterus is transplanted into an organism of which the uterus 
is absent or diseased. 

Ø As part of normal mammalian sexual reproduction, a 
diseased or absent uterus does not allow normal 
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embryonic implantation, effectively rendering the 
female infertile. 

Ø This phenomenon is known as absolute uterine factor 
infertility (AUFI). Uterine transplant is a potential treatment 
for this form of infertility. 

 

                       **************** 

 

          

                        Facts for prelims: 

 

v World of art rises for flood-hit Kerala: 
• KBF, in partnership with Saffronart, will organise an auction 

featuring 40 works by renowned artists 
• The art world is launching a figurative Noah’s Ark, a live art 

auction titled ‘Art Rises for Kerala’ (ARK), to save Kerala 
society, which is picking up the pieces after a devastating 
flood.  

• The auction featuring about 40 works by renowned artists 
will be held at Grand Hyatt in Kochi on January 18, during 
the course of the forthcoming edition of the Kochi Muziris 
Biennale (KMB) – a 108-day-long contemporary art 
jamboree getting under way on December 12. 

 

v Vrischikolsavam Festival: 
• Vrischikolsavam, the annual festival of Sree 

Poornathrayeesha Temple, Kerala drew to a close with the 
‘Aarattu’ ritual.  
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• The eight-day event was celebrated in all its glory. 
• The event was the venue for a host of traditional art forms 

such as Patakam, Kolkali, Ashtapathi, Kuruthiyattam, 
Aksharasloka Sadas, Nagaswaram and Ottanthullal, in 
addition to high profile music concerts and all-night Kathakali 
performances by artists. 

 

v Micro plastics found in all sea turtle species: Study 

Tests on over 100 sea turtles — spanning three oceans and all 
seven species — have revealed microplastics in the guts of every 
single turtle, scientists say. Synthetic particles were found, the 
most common being fibres, which can come from clothing, tyres 
and cigarette filters, and equipment such as ropes . 

 

                                   ************** 
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