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India, Japan & U.S to have trilateral meeting on 
sidelines of G20: 

Why in News? Prime Minister Narendra Modi has appealed 
to the G20 Countries to make a common platform for identifying 
and extraditing fugitive economic offenders and deny entry and 
safe havens to them. 

 

About: 
• He said that member countries should deny entry and safe 

havens to all fugitive economic offenders. 
• Mr Modi also reiterated that G20 forum should consider 

initiating work on locating properties of economic 
offenders who have a tax debt in the country of their 
residence for its recovery. 

• Mr Modi also called for a new approach towards the future of 
works and women empowerment. 

• In a tweet, Prime Minister said he highlighted various 
flagship schemes of his government including Jan 
DhanYojana, MUDRA loan scheme. 

About G 20: 

• Formed in 1999, the G20 is an international forum of the 
governments and central bank governors from 20 major 
economies. 

• Collectively, the G20 economies account for around 85 percent 
of the Gross World Product (GWP), 80 percent of world trade. 



 

 

• The G20 has no permanent staff of its own and its 
chairmanship rotates annually between nations divided into 
regional groupings. 

• The first G20 Summit was held in Berlin in December 1999. 
• 2018 Summit will be the 13th meeting of Group of Twenty (G20) 

and the first G20 summit to be hosted in South America. 
Member Countries 

• The members of the G20 consist of 19 individual countries 
plus the European Union (EU). 

• The 19 member countries of the forum are Argentina, Australia, 
Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, 
Japan, Mexico 

 

 

     ****************** 

India reiterates commitment to Paris Climate 
agreement: 

Why in News? The government today said, Conference of 
Parties, CoP-24 is crucial for India and the country is committed 
to fight climate change constructively. The 24th meeting of 
Conference of Parties will be held in Katowice in Poland from 
2nd to 14th of the next month. 

 

About: 

• COP-24 meeting is significant as it is expected to finalise 
guidelines for implementation of Paris Agreement, which was 
adopted in 2016. 

• India has been taking a leadership role in combating climate 
change with its constructive role in fianlising the Paris 
agreement. 



 

 

• India will resist attempts by countries to renegotiate the 
Paris Agreement, said one of India’s key negotiators at 
climate talks set to begin next week in Katowice, Poland. 
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Researchers find new antibodies to fight Zika: 

Why in News? Researchers, including one of Indian origin, 
have developed six Zika virus antibodies which may help 
diagnose as well as treat the mosquito-borne disease that has 
infected over 1.5 million people worldwide. 

About: 

• The antibodies “may have the dual utility as diagnostics 
capable of recognising Zika virus subtypes and may be 
further developed to treat Zika virus infection,” said Ravi 
Durvasula from Loyola University in the U.S 

• Antibodies could be key to diagnosing and treating 
Zikavirus. An antibody is a Y-shaped protein made by the 
immune system. 

• When a virus invades the body, antibodies bind to antigens 
associated with the bug, marking it for the immune system 
to destroy. 
 

Objective: 

• Zika is spread mainly by mosquitos. 
• Mild symptoms such as a rash, mild fever and red eyes. 
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 Facts for Prelims: 

1. Ancient whale a key link to solve evolutionary puzzle 

• A prehistoric 15-foot-long whale that sucked prey into its 
mouth represents a key missing puzzle piece concerning 
the evolution of today’s huge filter-feeding whales, scientists 
said on Thursday. 

• The researchers described fossils unearthed in Oregon of a 
whale named Maiabalaena nesbittae that lived 33 million 
years ago and possessed neither teeth nor baleen 

• The material that modern filter-feeding whales use to strain 
large amounts of tiny prey out of the water for food. 
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