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NATIONAL EVENTS 
 

India, United Nations sign Sustainable 
Development Framework for 2018-
2022 
India and the United Nations on September 28, 
2018 signed the Government of India-United 
Nations Sustainable Development Framework 
(UNSDF) for 2018-2022. 
The framework was signed by Amitabh Kant, 
CEO NITI Aayog and United Nations Resident 
Coordinator in India, Yuri Afanasiev. The 
signing ceremony was presided over by NITI 
Aayog Vice Chairperson Dr. Rajiv Kumar, 
members of NITI Aayog and the heads of UN 
agencies in India. 
• The Framework outlines the work of UN 
agencies in India to support the achievement of 
key development outcomes that have been 
identified in consultation with the government 
and are aligned to the national priorities.  
• The NITI Aayog is the national counterpart for 
the UN in India for the operationalisation of the 
UNSDF. 
• Nineteen UN agencies have signed on the 
UNSDF 2018-2022. 
Seven priority areas of UNSDF 2018-22 

The UNSDF 2018-22 comprises of seven 
priority areas that outline the work that UN 
agencies will undertake jointly or individually 
fully aligned with the priorities of the Union 
Government. 
The seven priority areas outlined in the UNSDF 
are: 
1. Poverty and Urbanization 
2. Health, Water, and Sanitation 
3. Education and Employability 
4. Nutrition and Food Security 
5. Climate Change, Clean Energy, and Disaster 
Resilience 
6. Skilling, Entrepreneurship, and Job Creation 
7. Gender Equality and Youth Development. 
United Nations in India- 
The United Nations system in India includes 26 
organisations that have the privilege to serve in 
India. The Resident Coordinator, the designated 

representative of the UN Secretary-General to 
the Government, leads the UN Country Team to 
advocate the mandate of the United Nations. 
Yuri Afanasiev is the UN Resident Coordinator 
and UNDP Resident Representative in India. He 
assumed his duties in July 2015. 
 
Ayodhya land dispute: SC declines to 
revisit its 1994 judgment and refer it to 
larger bench 
The Supreme Court on September 27, 2018 
declined to refer the 1994 Ismail Farooqui 
judgment that mosques are not integral to Islam 
to a larger constitution bench. 
The judgement was delivered by a three-judge 
bench with 2: 1 majority. The majority 
judgement was written by Justice Ashok 
Bhushan on behalf of himself and Chief Justice 
Deepak Misra. The third judge, Justice Abdul 
Nazeer presented a dissenting judgment. 
The decision to not refer the issue of 
reconsideration of the 1994 observations on the 
Ayodhya-Ram Janmabhoomi land dispute case 
to a five-judge constitution bench paves the way 
for the apex court to hear the main Ayodhya 
land dispute. 
 
The Judgment: Key Highlights- 
• In the majority verdict, the apex court bench 
headed by Chief Justice Dipak Misra said that 
the present case on Ayodhya land dispute shall 
be decided on its own facts and the Ismail 
Farooqui judgment would have no impact on it. 
• Justice Ashok Bhushan, who read out the 
majority judgement on behalf of himself and the 
CJI, said that the court has to find out the 
context in which the five-judge had delivered 
the 1994 judgement. 
• He said that the statement in Faruqui case was 
in the limited context of immunity claimed by 
the petitioners for the mosque from acquisition 
and added that it need not be read broadly to 
mean mosque can never be essential to practise 
of Islam. 
• Justice S Abdul Nazeer disagreed with the two 
judges and said whether mosque is integral to 
Islam has to be decided considering belief of 
religion and it requires detailed consideration. 
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• He referred to the recent Supreme Court order 
on female genital mutilation and said that the 
present matter should be heard by a larger 
bench. 
• The civil suit on the land dispute will now be 
heard by a newly constituted three-judge bench 
on October 29 as Justice Misra is scheduled to 
retire as the CJI on October 2. 
 
Background- 
The issue whether mosque is integral to Islam 
had cropped up when the three-judge SC bench 
headed by CJI Misra was hearing a batch of 
petitions challenging the Allahabad High Court's 
2010 verdict by which the disputed land on the 
Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid area was to be 
divided in three parts. 
The Allahabad high court, in a 2:1 majority 
ruling, had ordered that the 2.77 acres of land be 
divided equally among the three concerned 
parties -the Sunni Waqf Board, the Nirmohi 
Akhara and Ram Lalla represented by the Hindu 
Maha Sabha. 

Ismail Farooqui judgement 
In 1994, the Supreme Court had ruled that namaz 
or prayers could be offered anywhere and that a 
mosque was not necessary. 
This cleared the way for the government to 
acquire the land where the 16th century Babri 
mosque was demolished by large crowd of Hindu 
Kar Sevaks. The site is considered by some of 
Hindus to be Ram Janmabhoomi, or the 
birthplace of Lord Ram and so they feel that a 
Ram temple should be built at the site. 
According to various muslim organisations, the 
decades-old verdict played a big role in the 
disputed land in Ayodhya being divided in 2010 
into three parts by the Allahabad High Court. 
The organisations argue that the “sweeping” 
observation of the apex court in the 1994 verdict 
needed to be reconsidered by a five-judge bench 
as “it had and will have a bearing” on the Babri 
Masjid-Ram Temple land dispute case. 
 

 
 

Top Cabinet Approvals: 26 September 
2018 
Cabinet approves increasing of government 
ownership in GSTN 
• The Union Cabinet has approved increasing of 
Government ownership in Goods and Services 
Tax Network (GSTN) and change in the existing 
structure with a transitional plan. 
• The plan includes the acquisition of entire 51 
per cent equity held by the non-government 
Institutions in GSTN equally by the centre and 
the state governments and to allow GSTN Board 
to initiate the process for acquisition of equity 
held by the private companies. 
• It will also allow change in the existing 
composition of the Board of GSTN inducting 
three directors from the centre and the states and 
three other independent directors to be 
nominated by the Board of Directors and one 
Chairman and the CEO.  Thus the total number 
of Directors will be 11. 
 
Cabinet approves financial assistance worth 
Rs 825 Crore for twin projects to curb water 
logging in Punjab 
 
• The Union Cabinet has  approved providing 
central assistance worth Rs 620.42 crore and Rs 
205.758 crore for implementation of relining of 
Rajasthan Feeder Canal and Sirhind Feeder 
Canal respectively over five years from 2018-19 
to 2022-23. 
• The implementation of these twin projects 
would help in addressing the problem of water-
logging in 84800 Ha of land in Muktsar, 
Faridkot and Ferozpur districts in South-West 
Punjab and enhance the water availability in the 
two canals. The move would benefit the farmers 
in the area . 
• The funding for relining of the Rajasthan 
Feeder canal and Sirhind feeder canal shall be 
made through NABARD under existing system 
for funding of PMKSY-AIBP projects under 
LTIF. 
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Cabinet approves MoUs between India, 
Uzbekistan on cooperation in combating 
illicit trafficking in narcotics, drugs and 
psychotropic substances  
 
• The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on September 26, 2018 
approved the Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) signed between India and Uzbekistan on 
mutual cooperation in combating illicit 
trafficking in narcotics, drugs, psychotropic 
substances and precursors. 
• The agreement will help in mutual cooperation 
in regulation of narcotic drugs and psychotropic 
substances and in combating drug trafficking.  
• It is an effective framework to deal with all the 
issues requiring mutual assistance and 
cooperation in the areas identified.  
• The MoU will also facilitate effective 
institutional interaction between both the 
governments and once in force, it would help in 
curbing transnational narcotics trafficking. 
 
Cabinet approves MoU between India, 
Uzbekistan on cooperation in law and justice 
• The Union Cabinet has approved the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed 
between India and Uzbekistan on cooperation in 
the sphere of law and justice. 
• The agreement addresses the concerns and 
requirements in the field of exchange of 
experience by legal professionals, government 
functionaries and their training and effective 
legal aid mechanism for resolution.  
• It will facilitate greater cooperation between 
India and Uzbekistan in providing legal services 
in both countries in the field of exchange of 
experience through information sharing visits 
and training between both countries on 
enhancing legal capacities of government 
functionaries. 
 
Cabinet approves MoU between India, 
Uzbekistan on cooperation in tourism 
 
• The Union Cabinet has approved the MoU 
between India and Uzbekistan for strengthening 
cooperation in the field of tourism. The MoU 

will be signed during the high-level delegation 
visit from Uzbekistan to India on October 1, 
2018. 
• The MoU will help the two countries in 
creating an institutional mechanism for 
enhancing cooperation in the tourism sector. 
• It will also help in increasing foreign tourist 
arrivals from Uzbekistan to the country. This in 
turn will result in economic development and 
employment generation.  
• The agreement will also create favourable 
conditions for long-term tourism cooperation for 
the mutual benefits of all stakeholders within the 
broader framework and areas of cooperation.   
 
Cabinet approves MoU between India, 
Uzbekistan on cooperation for establishment 
of Uzbek-Indian Free Pharmaceutical Zone 
 
• The Union Cabinet has approved the MoU 
between India and Uzbekistan for establishment 
of the Uzbek-Indian Free Pharmaceutical Zone 
in the Andijan Region of Uzbekistan.  The MoU 
will be signed during the visit of President of 
Uzbekistan to India on October 1, 2018. 
• The agreement will create an enabling 
framework of cooperation for setting up an 
Uzbek-Indian Free Pharmaceuticals Zone in 
Andijan region of Uzbekistan.  
• It will also facilitate Indian pharmaceutical and 
biopharmaceutical companies to invest in and 
establish production facilities in the Uzbek-
Indian Free Pharma Zone of Andijan for 
manufacture of pharmaceutical products. 
 
Cabinet approves agreement between India, 
Uzbekistan on cooperation in agriculture and 
allied sectors 
 
• The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has approved the signing of an 
agreement between India and Uzbekistan for 
cooperation in the field of agriculture and allied 
sectors.  
• The agreement between India and Uzbekistan 
provides for cooperation in exchange of 
information regarding laws, standards and 
product samples of mutual interest, 
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establishment of joint agriculture clusters in 
Uzbekistan and exchange of experience   in   
the   field   of  crop   production   and   their 
diversification. 
• The agreement also provides for the exchange 
of experience in the field of seed production 
based on modern technology, exchange of 
information concerning certification of seed in 
accordance with the legislation of the states of 
the parties and exchange of samples of seeds on 
beneficial terms. 
• This agreement shall enter into force on the 
date of its signing and shall remain in force for a 
period of five years, being automatically 
extended for a subsequent periods of five years.  
 
Cabinet approves agreement between India, 
Uzbekistan on cooperation in health and 
medical science 
 
• The Union Cabinet has approved the signing of 
an agreement between India and Uzbekistan on 
cooperation in health and medical science. 
• The agreement covers expanding opportunities 
for the development of business cooperation in 
the field of medical equipment, including 
equipment for teaching and research laboratories 
of institutions of medical education and 
pharmaceutical products. 
• It also includes strengthening of primary health 
care and setting up of health care facilities, 
medical and health research development, as 
well as exchange of experience and technologies 
in the field of telemedicine and electronic-health 
information systems and maternal and child 
health protection. 
• A working group will be set up to further 
elaborate the details of cooperation and to 
oversee the implementation of this agreement. 
• Besides, the cabinet has also approved the 
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) between India and Uzbekistan for 
increased cooperation in the areas of trade, 
industry, and research and development of 
pharmaceutical products. 
 
 

Cabinet approves MoU between NITI Aayog, 
Russia’s Economic Development Ministry in 
the field of social, economic, industrial 
development programs 
 
• The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has  given its approval for 
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) between National Institute for 
Transforming India (NITI) Aayog, and Ministry 
of Economic Development of the Russian 
Federation (MEDRF) in the field of social, 
economic, industrial and regional development 
programs. 
• The objective of the agreement is to explore 
the potential of cooperation in the framework of 
preparation and implementation of strategies 
and programs of social, economic, industrial and 
regional development.  
• It provides a framework and enabling 
environment to understand each other's 
strengths, market, technologies and policies. 
• The agreement involves cooperation in 
conducting and execution of joint research 
projects related to issues of mutual interest, 
exchange of information and research works 
related to issues of mutual interest   between the 
two sides and visits of relevant specialists of 
both sides for participation in joint events.  
 
Cabinet approves MoU between ICAI and 
ICPAK 
 
• The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has  given its approval for 
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) between the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of India (ICAI) and the Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants of Kenya 
(ICPAK).  
• The agreement will help establish mutual co-
operation and collaboration in the areas of 
knowledge sharing through joint research, 
quality support, capability and capacity 
building, trainee accountant exchange 
programmes and conducting Continuous 
Professional Development (CPD) courses, 
workshops and conferences. 
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• The ICAI and ICPAK will collaborate on 
benchmarking initiatives and trainee accountant 
exchange programmes. 
• India is Kenya's sixth largest trading partner 
and the largest exporter to Kenya. Considering 
Kenya's economy is one of the top amongst the 
African countries and the kind of investments 
and trusts entrusted by the two counties in the 
recent past, India's Chartered Accountants have 
already been playing a significant role in the 
economic growth of the country. 
 
Cabinet apprised of the MoU between India, 
South Korea for enhancing cooperation in 
applied science and industrial technology 
 
• The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has been apprised of the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between 
India and South Korea on cooperation in 
Applied Science and Industrial Technology.  
• The MoU was signed in New Delhi on July 9, 
2018 during the visit of the President of South 
Korea to India. 
• The aim and objective of this MOU is to 
promote bilateral cooperation in the fields of 
applied science and industrial technologies for 
the purposes of promoting sustainable 
development and enhanced quality of life. 
 
Union Cabinet approves National 
Digital Communications Policy 2018 
The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, on September 26, 2018 
approved the National Digital Communications 
Policy 2018 (NDCP-2018), the new telecom 
policy of the country. 
The cabinet also accorded approval to the re-
designation of the Telecom Commission as the 
"Digital Communications Commission”. 
National Digital Communications Policy 2018 
(NDCP-2018) 

The NDCP-2018 envisions supporting India's 
transition to a digitally empowered economy and 
society by fulfilling the information and 
communications needs of citizens and enterprises 
by establishing a resilient and affordable digital 

communications infrastructure and services. 
This customer focused and application driven 
policy will lead to new ideas and innovations 
after the launch of advanced technology such as 
5G, IOT, and M2M which will govern the 
telecom sector. 
Objectives of the policy 

• Provide universal broadband connectivity at 
50 Mbps to every citizen 
• Provide 1 Gbps connectivity to all Gram 
Panchayats by 2020 and 10 Gbps by 2022 
• Ensure connectivity to all uncovered areas 
• Attract investments of USD 100 billion in the 
Digital Communications Sector 
• Train 1 million manpower for building New 
Age Skill 
• Expand IoT ecosystem to 5 billion connected 
devices 
• Establish a comprehensive data protection 
regime for digital communications that 
safeguards the privacy, autonomy and choice of 
individuals 
• Facilitate India's effective participation in the 
global digital economy 
• Enforce accountability through appropriate 
institutional mechanisms 
• Secure digital communications infrastructure 
and services 
Strategy 

• Establishment of a National Digital Grid by 
creating a National Fibre Authority 
• Establishing Common Service Ducts and 
utility corridors in all new city and highway road 
projects 
• Creation of a collaborative institutional 
mechanism between Centre, States and Local 
Bodies for common rights of way, 
standardisation of costs and timelines 
• Removal of barriers to approvals 
• Facilitating development of Open Access 
Next Generation Networks 
The end product 

The National Digital Communications Policy 
will at end result in: 
• Broadband for all 
• Creation of four million additional jobs in the 
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Digital Communications sector 
• Enhance the contribution of the Digital 
Communications sector to 8 percent of India's 
GDP from around 6 percent in 2017 
• Propel India to the Top 50 Nations in the ICT 
Development Index of ITU from 134 in 2017 
• Enhance India's contribution to Global Value 
Chains 
• Ensure Digital Sovereignty 
The government targets to achieve these 
objectives by 2022. 
 
What led to the formation of the new telecom 
policy? 
 
• At present, the world is witnessing an era of 
modern technological advancements in the 
Telecom Sector such as 5G, Internet of Things 
(loT), Machine to machine (M2M) 
communication, etc. 
• Considering this transformation, the 
government felt a need to introduce a policy for 
the Indian Telecom Sector which can form the 
main pillar of Digital India by addressing 
emerging opportunities. 
• Accordingly, the National Digital 
Communications Policy 2018 was formulated in 
place of the existing National Telecom Policy 
2012. 
 
Supreme Court allows live streaming 
of court proceedings 
The Supreme Court of India on September 26, 
2018 allowed live streaming and video 
recording of court proceedings across the 
country. The bench comprising Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra and Justices AM Khanwilkar and 
DY Chandrachud asked the government to 
frame rules in this regard under Article 145 of 
the Constitution. 
The top court stated that live streaming of court 
proceedings will bring accountability and 
transparency into the judicial system and serve 
the public interest. The bench said, "Sunlight is 
the best disinfectant, let people get first-hand 
information about what is going on in courtroom 
proceedings.” 

The apex court had earlier reserved its verdict 
on the matter on August 24, saying it wanted to 
implement the concept of "open court" to 
decongest the courtrooms. 

The Hearing: Key Highlights 
• During the hearing, Attorney General KK 
Venugopal, appearing on behalf of the Centre, had 
said that live streaming could be introduced as a 
pilot project in the CJI’s court on matters of 
constitutional importance and had also submitted 
suggestions on the guidelines for the live 
streaming. 
• Venugopal had said that the success of this 
project would determine whether live streaming 
should be introduced in other courts of the apex 
court and in courts across the country. 
• He had also suggested that live streaming should 
be delayed by 70 seconds to allow the Judges to 
mute the sound when a lawyer misbehaves or if the 
matter is sensitive, like dealing with individual 
privacy or national security. 
• In reply to the same, the bench had observed, “we 
don't perceive any difficulty in live streaming. Let 
us first start with it and see how it goes. We are just 
on a pilot project. We are not ruling out anything 
and will improve with time. We cannot have 
everything together.” 

Article 145 of the Constitution 
1. Under the article’s provisions, the Supreme 
Court may from time to time make rules for 
regulating generally the practice and procedure of 
the Court, subject to the provisions of any law 
made by the parliament with the approval of the 
President of India. 
Some of the rules include: 
• rules as to the persons practising before the 
Court 
• rules as to the procedure for hearing appeals 
and other matters pertaining to appeals including 
the time within which appeals to the Court are to 
be entered 
• rules as to the proceedings in the Court for the 
enforcement of any of the rights conferred by Part 
III 
• rules as to the proceedings in the Court under  
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Article 139A 
• rules as to the granting of bail, stay of 
proceedings 
• rules providing for the summary determination 
of any appeal which appears to the Court to be 
frivolous or vexatious or brought for the purpose 
of delay 
2. Besides, under the article, subject to the 
provisions of clause ( 3 ), rules made under this 
article may fix the minimum number of Judges 
who are to sit for any purpose, and may provide 
for the powers of single Judges and Division 
Courts. 
3. Under the article, the minimum number of 
Judges who are to sit for the purpose of deciding 
any case involving a substantial question of law as 
to the interpretation of this Constitution or for the 
purpose of hearing any reference under Article 
143 shall be five. 
4. Further, it states that no judgment shall be 
delivered by the Supreme Court save in open 
Cour, and no report shall be made under Article 
143 save in accordance with an opinion also 
delivered in open Court. 
5. The article also states that no judgment and no 
such opinion shall be delivered by the Supreme 
Court save with the concurrence of a majority of 
the Judges present at the hearing of the case, but 
nothing in this clause shall be deemed to prevent a 
Judge who does not concur from delivering a 
dissenting judgment or opinion. 
 
Background- 
The bench was hearing petitions including those 
filed by senior advocate Indira Jaising, law 
student Snehil Tripathi and NGO 'Centre For 
Accountability and Systemic Change' on the 
issue. 
Jaising, in her PIL, had sought video-recording 
of proceedings on matters of national 
importance. She, however, highlighted the need 
to include safeguards to prohibit unauthorised 
reproduction of broadcasts. 
While considering her petition, the court had 
earlier observed that live streaming of court 
proceedings will help the litigant 
instantaneously know what happened to his case 

and how his lawyer performed his case before 
the court. 
The court had also considered a petition by law 
student Swapnil Tripathi, who had challenged 
the ban imposed on interns entering courtrooms 
on miscellaneous days. 
The court had then asked the student to submit 
guidelines to the Attorney General regarding the 
creation of a live streaming room in the apex 
court premises exclusively for law interns and 
law students. 
During the proceedings, the counsel of the NGO 
had suggested that instead of forming a TV 
Channel or live streaming, the proceedings 
should be video recorded and hosted on the 
official website of the apex court. 
The apex court had earlier termed the proposal 
of live streaming of the court proceedings as the 
"need of the hour". 
 
PM Modi launches Pradhan Mantri 
Jan Arogya Yojana: All you need to 
know 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on September 
23, 2018 launched the flagship scheme 'Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana' (PMJAY), also 
known as Ayushman Bharat or the National 
Health Protection Mission (AB-NHPM). 
While launching the healthcare scheme at 
Ranchi, Jharkhand, PM Modi said that "This is 
the world’s largest health scheme which will 
serve a population that equals 27-28 European 
countries. The beneficiaries are almost equal to 
the population of Canada, Mexico and US put 
together." 
Beneficiaries of the Ayushman Bharat insurance 
programme in Jharkhand were sent a two-page 
personalised letter from PM Modi outlining the 
importance and benefits of the project. The 
government will send similar letters to 10.74 
crore beneficiary families. The letters will have 
photograph of PM Modi. 
On the same occasion, the Prime Minister also 
launched a toll free number 14555 for people 
to get more information about Ayushma Bharat 
scheme. 
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The scheme will become operational from 
September 25, 2018, the birth anniversary of 
Deendayal Upadhyay. 
 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana 
(Ayushman Bharat or AB-NHPM) 
• Ayushman Bharat, the government-sponsored 
health insurance scheme, will provide free 
coverage of up to Rs 5 lakh per family per year 
in any government or even empanelled private 
hospitals all over India.  
• Launched with an aim to help the poor and the 
economically deprived, the scheme will be 
available for 10.74 crore beneficiary families 
and about 50 crore Indian citizens. 
• This scheme will strengthen the healthcare 
services in India. Around 13000 hospitals in the 
country have been coordinated for the 
implementation of the scheme. 
• The Ayushman Bharat programme will be 
funded with 60 percent contribution from the 
Centre and the remaining from the states. 
• The scheme aims to target poor and vulnerable 
population of the country, based on the Socio 
Economic and Caste Census 2011 (SECC) 
database. There will be no cap on family size 
and age in the scheme. 
• The benefit cover will also include pre and 
post-hospitalisation expenses. All pre-existing 
conditions will be covered from day one of the 
policy.  
• A defined transport allowance per 
hospitalisation will also be paid to the 
beneficiary. 
• The scheme allows the beneficiary to take 
cashless benefits from any public or private 
empanelled hospitals across the country. 
• The payment for treatment will be done on 
package rate which will be defined by the 
Government in advance basis. The package rates 
will include all the costs associated with 
treatment. The States and UTs will have the 
flexibility to modify these rates within a limited 
bandwidth. 
• For beneficiaries, it will be a cashless and 
paper less transaction.  
• The scheme will work in partnership with NITI 
Aayog to operationalise a robust, modular and 

interoperable IT platform which will involve a 
paperless and cashless transaction. 
• The National Health Agency (NHA), the apex 
body implementing the scheme, has launched a 
website (mera.pmjay.gov.in). 
 
Who all can avail of the scheme and how? 

The Ayushman Bharat is an entitlement based 
scheme with entitlement decided on the basis of 
deprivation criteria in the SECC database. 
Here are the different categories of families in 
rural areas that can be covered under the 
scheme: 
• The beneficiaries are identified based on the 
deprivation categories (D1, D2, D3, D4, D5, and 
D7).  These are: 
• Families having only one room with kucha 
walls and kucharoof 
• Families having no adult member between 
age 16 to 59 
• Female headed households with no adult 
male member between age 16 to 59 
• Disabled member and no able bodied adult 
member in the family 
• SC/ST households 
• Landless households deriving major part of 
their income from manual casual labour 
• The scheme will automatically include 
families in rural areas having any one of the 
following- households without shelter, destitute, 
living on alms, manual scavenger families, 
primitive tribal groups or legally released 
bonded labour. 
• For urban areas, 11 defined occupational 
categories are entitled under the scheme. 
• In addition, the Rashtriya Swasthya Bima 
Yojna (RSBY) beneficiaries in states where it is 
active are also included. 
• There is no cap on family size and age in the 
scheme. 
One would only need to establish one's identity 
to avail benefits under the scheme and it could 
be through Aadhaar card or election ID card or 
ration card. Having an Aadhaar card is not 
mandatory.   
All the beneficiaries will be given letters having 
QR codes which will be scanned. A 
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demographic authentication will be conducted 
for identification to verify his or her eligibility 
to avail the benefits of the scheme. 
In case of hospitalisation, members of the 
beneficiary families do not need to pay anything 
under the scheme, provided if one goes to a 
government or an empanelled private hospital. 
 
Hospital empanelment  
• The beneficiaries can avail of the benefits in 
both public and empanelled private facilities. 
All public hospitals in the States implementing 
the scheme will be considered empanelled for 
the Scheme. 
• Hospitals belonging to Employee State 
Insurance Corporation (ESIC) will also be 
empanelled based on the bed occupancy ratio 
parameter.  
• While, the private hospitals will be empanelled 
online, based on defined criteria.  
• Each empanelled hospital will have an 
'Ayushman Mitra help desk' where a prospective 
beneficiary can check documents to verify the 
eligibility and enrolment to the scheme. 
• So far, 15686 applications for hospital 
empanelment have been received and over 8735 
hospitals, both public and private, have been 
empanelled for the scheme. 
 
Remaining States  
As many as 30 states and Union Territories have 
signed MoUs with the Union Government to 
implement the programme over the next two to 
three months. However, Telangana, Odisha, 
Delhi, Kerala and Punjab have still not signed 
the MoUs, so the scheme will not be 
implemented in these states till they come on 
board. 
States will be required to form a State Health 
Agency (SHA) to implement the scheme and at 
the district level also, a structure for 
implementation of the scheme will be set up. To 
ensure that the funds reach SHA on time, the 
transfer of funds from Central Government to 
State Health Agencies may be done through an 
escrow account directly. 
 

Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana or 
Ayushman Bharat to cover child cancer 
treatment 

The Union Government has announced that the 
treatment of childhood cancer will be covered 
under Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana. The 
information was shared by NITI Aayog member 
Vinod Kumar Paul, while speaking at a function 
in New Delhi on September 9, 2018. 
Paul revealed that child cancer will be treated 
under the Ayushman Bharat scheme and the rate 
in this regard has been fixed. 
 
Union Government launches India’s 
first National Registry of Sexual 
Offenders 
In a first, the Union Government released a 
National Database of Sexual Offenders (NDSO) 
on September 20, 2018. The database was 
launched by Union Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh in New Delhi. With the launch, India 
became the ninth nation to maintain such a 
thorough database. 
The database would mainly include key details 
of the convicted sexual offenders such as their 
names, photographs, residential address, DNA 
samples, fingerprints, Aadhaar numbers and 
Personal Account Numbers (PANs). It is an 
initiative under the National Mission for Safety 
of Women. Our correspondent reports, the 
database will be maintained by the National 
Crime Records Bureau under the Ministry of 
Home Affairs. 
On the occasion, the Home Minister also 
launched the Cyber Crime Prevention against 
Women and Children (CCPWC) portal to check 
objectionable online content. The portal 
“cybercrime.gov.in” will receive complaints 
from citizens on objectionable online content 
related to child pornography, child sexual abuse 
material and sexually explicit material such as 
rape and gang rape. 

CCPWC Portal 
• The portal is convenient and user friendly, as 
it will enable complainants to report cases without 
disclosing their identity. 
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• This will not only help the victims or 
complainants but also help the civil society 
organisations and responsible citizens to 
anonymously  report complaints pertaining to 
child pornography, child sexual abuse material or 
sexually explicit material such as rape and gang 
rape. 
• The complainants would also be able to 
upload the objectionable content and URL to 
assist in the investigation by the state police. 
• The complaints registered through the portal 
will be handled by police authorities of the 
respective states and union territories. 
• Further, the portal will enable the victim or 
complainant to track his or her report by opting 
for “report and track” option using the registered 
mobile number. 
• The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) 
will proactively identify such objectionable 
content and take up with intermediaries for its 
removal. 
• The NCRB has already been notified  as the 
Government of India agency  to issue notices 
under Section 79(3)b of IT Act for the same. 

NDSO Portal 
Key Highlights 
• The database will comprise more than 4.5 lakh 
cases and will have the profiles of first-time 
offenders as well as repeat offenders. It will 
include offenders convicted under charges of rape, 
gang rape, POCSO and eve teasing. 
• The compilation will be done on the basis of 
information from prisons across the country. The 
offenders will be classified based on their criminal 
history to determine if they pose a serious danger 
to the community or not. It will help the 
investigating agency for the speedy trial of the 
cases. 
• It is an initiative under the National Mission for 
Safety of Women. It will be maintained by the 
National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) under 
the Union Home Ministry. 
• While currently, the database does not have the 
records of Juvenile offenders, they are likely to be 
included in the registry at a later stage. 
• The database will, however, be only available to 
the law enforcement agencies for investigation 

and employee verification. 
 
Data storage 
The national registry will maintain the data of the 
cases classified as posing low danger for a period 
of 15 years. 
The data of the cases, which are classified as 
moderate danger, will be stored for 25 years. 
The data for cases involving repeat and habitual 
offenders, criminals, convicted gang rapists and 
custodial rapes will be stored permanently. 

Background 
The Union Government had decided to set up the 
National Registry of Sexual Offenders in April 
2018 after nationwide outrage over rising cases of 
sexual assault, including the rape and murder of 
an eight-year-old girl in Kathua, Jammu and 
Kashmir and the rape of a 17-year-old girl in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Unnao district. 
With the roll out of the registry, India will become 
the ninth nation in the world to set up and 
maintain such a detailed database of sexual 
offenders. 
The other nations to maintain such a database 
include the United States, United Kingdom, 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Ireland, South 
Africa and Trinidad and Tobago. 
While in the US, the database can also be accessed 
by the common public, in rest of the nations, it can 
only be accessed by the law enforcement agencies. 
 
President Ram Nath Kovind signs 
Ordinance banning Instant Triple 
Talaq practice 
President Ram Nath Kovind on September 19, 
2018 signed the Ordinance banning the practice 
of Instant Triple Talaq. The ordinance was 
cleared by the Union Cabinet earlier on the same 
day itself. The ordinance makes instant triple 
talaq a punishable offence. 
The ordinance has similar provisions as 
mentioned in original the Muslim Women 
(Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bill 2017, 
which was cleared by the Lok Sabha in 
December 2017. However, the bill was stuck in 
the Rajya Sabha.  
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It faced a stiff resistance in the Rajya Sabha 
where several opposition lawmakers argued 
over the criminal provisions in the draft law.  
In view of the growing opposition, the 
Government on August 9, 2018 approved three 
amendments in the instant triple talaq bill, 
making it permissible for a magistrate to give 
bail for the offence. 
 

Amendments approved in August 2018 
• The amendment mandates that the 
magistrate can decide on releasing the husband 
on bail only after hearing the wife. However, 
the offence remains non-bailable. Under a non-
bailable law, bail cannot be granted by police at 
the police station itself. The government has not 
struck down the three year jail penalty for the 
husband or the provision that only empowers a 
magistrate to release the accused on bail. 
• Another amendment allows only a woman, 
or a close relative, to file a police case against 
her husband for instant triple talaq. 
• The third amendment makes the offence of 
instant triple talaq "compoundable", where a 
magistrate can use his powers to settle the 
dispute between a husband and his wife. It 
allows a wife to drop the case, if husband 
returns to her later and they arrive at a 
compromise. 
Now, the ordinance will be placed before the 
Parliament and the bill would still need to be 
passed by the Rajya Sabha as the Supreme Court 
had held that "re-promulgation of ordinances is 
a fraud on the constitution" and hence not 
allowed. It cannot become a "parallel source of 
legislation”. 
 
Provisions of the Muslim Women (Protection 
of Rights on Marriage) Bill, 2017 
• The bill says that "any pronouncement of talaq 
by a person upon his wife, by words, either 
spoken or written or in electronic form or in any 
other manner whatsoever, shall be void and 
illegal."  
• It makes instant triple talaq or talaq-e-biddat 
illegal and void, be it in any form- spoken form, 
in writing or by electronic means such as email, 

SMS and WhatsApp or in any other manner 
whatsoever. 
• It defines 'talaq' as 'talaq-e-biddat' 
pronounced by a Muslim man resulting in 
instant and irrevocable divorce.  Talaq-e-biddat 
refers to the practice under Muslim personal 
laws where pronouncement of the word ‘talaq’ 
thrice in one sitting by a Muslim man to his wife 
results in an instant and irrevocable divorce. 
 
• It makes declaration of talaq a cognizable and 
non-bailable offence. A husband declaring 
talaq can be imprisoned for up to three years 
along with a fine. 
• Any offence committed under the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, 1973 will be treated as 
cognisable and non-bailable. 
• It envisages entitling divorcee Muslim women 
for maintenance. It gives power to wife, upon 
whom talaq is pronounced, to approach a 
magistrate seeking subsistence allowance for 
herself and her minor children. 
• A married Muslim woman will be entitled 
to custody of her minor children in the event 
of pronouncement of talaq by her husband, 
which will be determined by the Magistrate. 
• The Bill will help in ensuring gender justice 
and gender equality of married Muslim women 
and will help them in practising their 
fundamental rights of non-discrimination and 
empowerment. 
Supreme Court's ruling on instant Triple 
Talaq 

• The Bill was prepared following the Supreme 
Court’s verdict of August 22, 2017, which held 
the Islamic practice of 'instant’ triple talaq' as 
unconstitutional. 
• The verdict was delivered by a 5-judge bench 
led by the then Chief Justice J S Kehar. All the 5 
judges belonged to 5 different religions. 
• The verdict came out in a ratio of 3:2, as two 
judges including the Chief Justice voted to 
uphold the practice saying that it cannot be 
declared illegal, while others called it 
unconstitutional and banned it for a period of 6 
months till the government introduced a new law. 
• The court also held that the practice of instant 
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triple talaq was violative of Article 14 and Article 
21 of the Indian Constitution. It also goes against 
Shariat and the basic tenets of the Quran. 
What is the concept of Triple Talaq as per 
Islamic Law? 
• Among Muslims, marriage is treated as a 
social contract and the Muslim Sharia (Islamic 
Law) provides the ways to terminate marriage in 
the form talaq. 
• The term 'talaq' means 'freeing or undoing the 
knot', referring to a divorce. 
• Triple talaq is basically a process of Divorce 
wherein the husband pronounces three talaqs 
upon wife, one in each menstrual cycle, only to 
ensure that she is not pregnant. 
 
Atal Bimit Vyakti Kalyan Yojna to 
benefit over 3 crore Insured Persons 
The newly launched Atal Bimit Vyakti Kalyan 
Yojna is expected to benefit around 3.2 crore 
Insured Persons (IPs). The scheme, covered 
under the Employees’ State Insurance Act, 
1948, was approved by the Employee's State 
Insurance (ESI) Corporation during its 175th 
meeting in New Delhi on September 18, 2018, 
under the Chairmanship of Santosh Kumar 
Gangwar, Union Minister of State for Labour & 
Employment (I/C). 
During the meeting, the ESI Corporation took 
some significant decisions towards the 
improvement of its services and benefits being 
provided to Insured Persons and their 
dependents. The decisions were taken 
considering the change in employment pattern 
and the current scenario of employment in India 
which has transformed from a long-term 
employment to fixed short-term engagement in 
the form of contract and temping. 
 
Atal Bimit Vyakti Kalyan Yojna 
This scheme is a relief payable in cash directly 
to the bank account of insured persons in case of 
unemployment and while they search for a new 
engagement. 
The cash benefit given to the unemployed 
persons searching for new employment will be 
25 percent of his average earning of 90 days. 

The detailed instructions of the scheme 
including the eligibility conditions and 
application format will be issued separately. 

Note 
There are around six crore workers in the 
organised sector who are getting benefits from 
EPFO, ESIC and social security schemes. 
 The Union Government has taken many steps to 
enhance their working conditions and safety and 
social security in order to improve their standard 
of living. 
The Government is also continuously making 
efforts to improve the life conditions of around 
40 crore workers in the unorganised sector. In the 
last two years, nearly one crore workers have 
been linked with ESIC benefits and more than 
one crore have been brought in the fold of 
EPFO.  
 
Other Decisions 
• The ESI approved the proposal for 
reimbursement of Rs 10 per person to the 
employers to encourage the seeding of Aadhar 
(UID) in ESIC database of their workers and 
their family members. The move will curtail the 
multiple registrations of same Insured Persons 
and thus enable them to avail the benefits 
requiring longer contributory conditions. 
• The ESI Corporation also approved the 
proposal for relaxing the eligibility conditions 
for availing Super Specialty treatment from the 
earlier insurable employment of 2 years to 6 
months with contribution requirement of only 78 
days. 
• The eligibility for availing Super Specialty 
treatment for dependents of Insured Person was 
also relaxed to the insurable employment of one 
year with 156 days of contributions. The move 
will help the Insured Persons and their 
beneficiaries to avail the Super Specialty 
treatment free of cost as per the revised 
eligibility. 
• Further, the ESI approved the proposal for 
increasing the funeral expenses from existing Rs 
10,000 to Rs 15,000 being paid on the death of 
Insured Person. 
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Top Cabinet Approvals: 19 September 
2018 
 
Cabinet approves funds to Jammu & 
Kashmir under DAY - NRLM without 
linking it with poverty ratio 
 
• The Union Cabinet approved the extension of 
timeline for implementation of the Special 
Package under Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana – 
National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-
NRLM) for Jammu & Kashmir for another 
period of one year during 2018-19.  
• The Cabinet also approved allocation of funds 
to the State under DAY-NRLM on a need basis 
for implementation of the Special Package 
without linking it with poverty ratio.  
• There is no additional financial implication as 
the approval is to extend the time line to cover 
two thirds of the vulnerable households in the 
State within in the originally approved financial 
outlay of Rs 755.32 crore.  
• An amount of Rs 143.604 crore will be 
required for the period of one year during 2018-
19. 
• This will help in covering all the vulnerable 
rural households in the State within a definite 
time frame. 
• It will also ensure coverage of all the blocks in 
Jammu & Kashmir under DAY-NRLM and 
ensure social inclusion, social development, 
promotion of livelihoods leading to poverty 
alleviation in the State. 
 
CCEA approves equity infusion of RCF in 
Talcher Fertilizers Ltd. 
 
• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 
approved the proposal of the Department of 
Fertilizers for equity investment of Rs 1033.54 
crore for setting up a Coal Gasification based 
fertilizer project in Talcher Fertilizer Ltd (TFL) 
by Rashtriya Chemicals & Fertilizers Limited 
(RCF). 
• The revival of the Talcher project will ensure 
huge investment in the fertilizer sector from the 
Government through PSUs.   
• This will create job opportunities and also 

boost the economy of the State and the eastern 
region.   
• The revival of the fertilizer unit will also 
ensure increase in indigenous production of urea 
leading to greater self-reliance in urea. 
• TFL, a Joint Venture company of GAIL, RCF, 
CIL and FCIL was incorporated in November 
2015 to revive the Talcher Fertilizer Plant.   
• TFL was formed to set up a coal gasification 
based fertilizer project at Talcher, District 
Angul, Odisha. 
 
CCEA approves enhancement of 
Honorarium to Anganwadi Workers and 
Anganwadi Helpers 
 
• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 
approved enhancement of honorarium to 
Anganwadi Workers/Anganwadi Helpers 
(AWWs/AWHs) and performance linked 
incentive to AWHs under the Integrated Child 
Development Services (ICDS) Scheme with a 
total cost of Rs 10649.41 crore for the period 
from October 2018 to March 2020. 
• Nearly 27 lakh AWWs/AWHs will be 
benefitted by the approval.  
• Anganwadi Services (Umbrella ICDS) is a 
universal scheme and beneficiaries are spread all 
over the country at village level. 
• The enhanced rate of honorarium and 
performance linked incentive would be effective 
from October 1, 2018. 
 
CCEA approves construction of new line 
between Budni to Indore (Mangaliyagaon) 
 
• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 
approved to construct new line between Budni 
to Indore (Mangaliyagaon) with approximate 
length of 205.5 Km.  
• The total estimated cost of this project is Rs 
3261.82 crore. 
• The main purpose of this project is the 
development of backward area and reduction in 
travel time from Indore to Jabalpur as well as 
from Indore to Mumbai and towards southern 
side, as this will reduce distance by 68 Kms.  
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• It will provide better transport facilities for 
public and industries in this area.  
• It will also help in generating employment 
opportunities in the project area.  
• The project will generate direct employment 
during construction for about 49.32 Lakhs man-
days. 
• 10 New crossing stations and 7 new halt 
stations are proposed to be constructed enroute.  
• The new line will serve Sehore, Dewas and 
Indore districts and will provide direct link from 
Budni to Indore bypassing the congested route 
of Bhopal-Itarsi including Ghat section from 
Budni to Berkheda. 
 
CCEA approves revised cost estimate of Dam 
rehabilitation and Improvement Project 
 
• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 
approved the revised cost estimate of Dam 
Rehabilitation and Improvement Project (DRIP) 
at the revised cost of Rs 3466 crore with the 
financial assistance of the World Bank. 
• It aims to improve safety and operational 
performance of 198 Dams, along with 
institutional strengthening with system wide 
management approach. 
• Out of Rs 3466 crore, Rs 2628 crore will be 
funded by the World Bank and Rs 747 crore will 
be funded by DRIP States / Implementing 
Agencies (IAs) and balance Rs 91 crore will be 
funded by Central Water Commission (CWC). 
• The CCEA also gave its ex-post facto approval 
for two-year time extension from July 1, 2018 to 
June 30, 2020. 
• The project will improve the safety and 
operational performance of selected existing 
dams and mitigate risks to ensure safety of 
downstream population and property. 
• The primary beneficiaries are both urban and 
rural communities dependent on reservoir and 
downstream communities, who are prone to risk 
associated with dam failure or operational 
failure. 
 
 

Home Ministry launches ‘e-Sahaj’ 
portal for grant of security clearance 
to private firms 
The Union Home Secretary Rajiv Gauba on 
September 18, 2018 launched an online portal – 
‘e-Sahaj’ for grant of security clearance to 
private firms. The portal will enable individuals 
and private companies to submit applications 
and view their status online. 

Significance 
The introduction of the online portal is expected 
to make the process of security clearance much 
faster, transparent and easy to monitor. 
 The various functionaries would be able to 
access the application and documents online and 
take timely decisions. 
Key Highlights 
• The Ministry of Home Affairs recently 
streamlined the Security Clearance procedures 
and issued a fresh set of guidelines. 
• A committee of officers meets every week in 
the Ministry for a timely decision on security 
clearance proposals. 
• The Ministry has cleared about 1,100 cases of 
security clearance in the past one year.  
• Even though the given timeline is 90 days, the 
Home Affairs Ministry attempts to decide the 
security clearance cases in 60 days with the 
average time taken per case so far being 53 days 
in 2018. The time duration is being reduced 
even further. 
• In 2016, there were 209 cases which were over 
6 months old; the number came down to 154 in 
2017 and further down to 47 in 2018.  
 
Background 
The Home Affairs Ministry is the nodal 
Ministry for security clearances in certain 
sensitive sectors before the issue of licence, 
permit, permission or contract to companies, 
bidders and individuals by the administrative 
ministry.  
The objective of national security clearance is to 
evaluate potential security threats, including 
economic threats and provide risk assessment 
before clearing investment and project proposals 
in key sectors. 
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The aim is to strike a healthy balance between 
meeting the imperatives of national security and 
facilitating ease of doing business and 
promoting investment in the country. 
 
Government organises All India 
Pension Adalat for pensioners’ welfare 
The All India Pension Adalat was inaugurated 
on September 18, 2018 by the Union Minister of 
State (Independent Charge) for Personnel, 
Public Grievances and Pensions Jitendra Singh 
in New Delhi. 
The Pension Adalat, being organised by the 
Department of Pension & Pensioners Welfare 
(DoP&PW), is one of the largest exercises for 
pensioners’ welfare ever undertaken by the 
Government as part of good governance 
dedicated to central government pensioners. 
 
Key Highlights 
 
• On the occasion, all the central government 
ministries would be conducting their respective 
pension adalats, in which on-the-spot resolution 
would be provided across the table to the 
grievance holder. 
• All the concerned stakeholders of the 
pensioner’s case including the department, pay 
and account officer, bank, along with the 
pensioner or his representative, will settle the 
grievance within the framework of extant rules.  
• This is a great reformative measure to get the 
grievances resolved in the quickest possible way 
by avoiding unnecessary recourse by the 
pensioners to Courts. 
• In addition to the central ministries, the offices 
of accountant general would be separately 
addressing the pensioner grievances of all-India 
service officers, in all the states across the 
country. 
 
Significance 
 
The measure is expected to resolve issues of 
thousands of pensioners in one day, in a single 
sitting across the country. 
 

Pre-Retirement Counselling 
The Government also organised a Pre-
Retirement Counselling (PRC) on the occasion 
for the central government employees who are 
about to retire in the next six months. 
Around 600 retiring Central Government 
employees are expected to participate in the 
counseling, among which, a significant number 
will also be from the central armed police 
forces. 
Objective 
The objective of the PRC will be to create 
awareness about post-retirement entitlements as 
well as to educate them on advance planning for 
retirement including medical facilities and 
participation in voluntary activities after 
retirement. 

Anubhav Awards-2018 
The Union Minister of State, Jitendra Singh also 
gave away the Anubhav Awards-2018 to 
recognise the contribution of the Central 
Government employees to the Anubhav Portal, 
which is designed to create an institutional 
memory for successive generations of Central 
Government employees. 
The Anubhav scheme was instituted in 2015 to 
encourage retiring and retired employees to 
submit an account of their experiences while 
working in the government and thereby create an 
institutional memory to help in future governance 
as well as to motivate and inspire different 
generations of government officials in their 
respective assignments. 
The scheme has resulted in registering more than 
5,000 Anubhavs from Government employees till 
date from 91 Departments. 
 
India’s first ‘smart fence’ pilot project 
inaugurated 
India’s first ‘smart fence’ pilot project was 
inaugurated by Union Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh along the India-Pakistan International 
Border in Ploura, Jammu and Kashmir on 
September 17, 2018.  
The Union Minister launched the project from 
the BSF Headquarters during his one-day visit 
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to the state. The initiative has been taken up by 
the Border Security Force (BSF), as part of their 
comprehensive integrated border management 
system. 
 
Key Highlights 
• The pilot project involves deploying of laser-
activated fences and technology-enabled barriers 
to plug vulnerable gaps along the frontiers.  
• The smart fencing uses a number of devices 
for surveillance, communication and data 
storage.  
• The innovative system provides for round-the-
clock surveillance on the border, even in 
different weather conditions be it dust storm, fog 
or rain.  
• It also reportedly comprises automated 
surveillance technology and alarm detection 
systems.  
• The BSF has not disclosed its complete 
features due to security reasons. 
 
Significance 
The smart fence pilot project is expected to be a 
massive boon for monitoring security situations 
in border areas. 
It is a technological solution devised to make the 
security system at the borders more strong and 
effective. 
The system will virtually make it impossible for 
terrorists to infiltrate into the Indian side of the 
border.  
According to Home Minister Rajnath Singh, the 
shortcomings of the pilot project will be 
addressed to make the Comprehensive 
Integrated Border Management system fool 
proof before it is extended to other areas. 
 
PM Narendra Modi to unveil Sardar 
Patel statue on October 31 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate 
the world’s tallest statue of Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel on October 31, 2018. The Statue of Unity 
is being built at the cost of about Rs 2400 crore. 
Named as the 'Statue of Unity', the statue is 
currently under construction on Sadhubet 
island at Sardar Sarovar Dam near Kevadia 
Colony in Bharuch district, Gujarat. The statue 

will highlight the works of Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel, popularly known as the 'Iron man of 
India'. 
The foundation stone of the Statue of Unity was 
laid down by then Gujarat Chief Minister 
Anandiben Patel on October 31, 2014 on the 
occasion of Sardar Patel’s 139th birth 
anniversary. The construction work of the 
project was awarded to leading engineering 
company, Larsen and Toubro. 
 
About Statue of Unity 
• The Statue of Unity is a dream project of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. This project was 
announced on October 31, 2013 by Narendra 
Modi, when he was the Chief Minister of 
Gujarat.  
• For development of the project, Modi launched 
a country wide campaign to collect iron to build 
the Statue of Unity and iron was collected from 
around seven lakh villages across the nation. 
• The statue will be 182m tall, that is double the 
size of New York's Statue of Liberty (93 
metres). 
• The project will include an exhibition hall and 
audio-visual presentation on the life of Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel.  
• The main structure will be completed at an 
expense of Rs 1345 crore, a part of Rs 2979 
crore total amount allocated for the project.  
• Out of the remaining cost, Rs 235 crore is 
being spent on the construction of exhibition 
hall and convention centre; Rs 83 crore is being 
spent on the bridge connecting the memorial to 
the main land; and Rs 657 crore rupees will be 
spent to maintain the structure for next 15 years.  
• Around 75000 cubic meters of concrete, 5700 
metric tonne of steel structure, 18500 steel rods 
and 22500 metric tonne of bronze is being used 
for this project. 
 
Objective 

The statue is aimed at reminding every individual 
of India's freedom struggle and will highlight 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel's visionary 
ideologies of unity, patriotism, inclusive growth 
and good governance. It will be a symbol of the 
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country’s unity and integrity; and would inspire 
the future generations of India for years. 
The project has been described as one of 
the biggest human endeavours for water 
transport. The water of the Narmada river has 
already been transported to the water-deficient 
areas of Gujarat through an elaborated canal and 
pipeline network. 
Irrigation from the project is expected to benefit 
about 10 lakh farmers. 
 
About Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
• Born on October 31, 1875, Sardar Patel was a 
lawyer by profession. 
• He was one of the founding fathers of the 
Republic of India and the architect of modern 
political India.  
• Popularly known as the Iron Man, Patel was 
addressed as 'Sardar', which means Chief or 
leader. 
• In 1946, during Congress elections thirteen out 
of sixteen states chose Sardar Patel as their 
president, who was the more popular candidate 
for the first Prime Minister of independent India 
than Jawaharlal Nehru. However, upon 
Mahatma Gandhi’s behest he stepped down as a 
candidate and endorsed Jawaharlal Nehru 
instead. 
• Eventually, Sardar Patel became the first 
deputy Prime Minister and Home Minister of 
India in 1947. 
• He is acknowledged for the political 
integration of over 500 princely states into the 
independent Indian Union. He united 565 
princely states to be part of India. 
• In 1991, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel awarded the 
Bharat Ratna posthumously. 
• The ‘National Unity Day’ or Rashtriya Ekta 
Diwas commemorates Sardar Patel every year 
on 31 October. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
EVENTS 

 
Jebi typhoon 
 Jebi Typhoon struck the Japanese cities of 
Kobe, Osaka and Kyoto. 
 Its current strength of 216kmh (135mph) it 
would be the first “very strong typhoon” to 
strike Japan since 1993. 
About typhoon- 
 A typhoonis a mature tropical cyclone that 
develops between 180° and 100°E in the 
Northern Hemisphere. This region is referred to 
as the Northwestern Pacific Basin. 
 A typhoon differs from a cyclone or 
hurricane only on the basis of location. 
 A hurricane is a storm that occurs in the 
Atlantic Ocean or northeastern Pacific Ocean. 
 A typhoon occurs in the northwestern Pacific 
Ocean. 
 A tropical cyclone occurs in the south Pacific 
or Indian Ocean. 
 
Saudi may turn Qatar into an island 
 Recently, Saudi Arabia may launch the 
creation of a canal project (Salwa canal)along 
the border areas of Qatar, which 38 mile. 
 The canal is expected to be 650 feet wide and 
about 130 feet deep to allow ships to pass. 
 The entire project would be under Saudi 
sovereignty as the canal would build at least 0.6 
miles from the border with Qatar. 
 After the completion of the project Qatar will 
be surrounded by water from all sides and will 
complete the definition of 
 
Venezuela Crisis 
 The South American country Venezuela’s 
economy is currently undergoing crisis. 
 Lot of citizens has been forced out of the 
country due to excessive inflation, power cuts, 
food and a huge reduction in drugs. 
 It is important that Venezuela’s population is 
approximately 32.4 million, out of which 2.3 
million people have left the country since 2014. 

 On average, prices of goods are doubling 
every 26 days. 
 Where inflation rate was 25000% in May 
2018, at the end of June it increased to 40000%. 
 According to a recent study by the National 
Assembly in Venezuela’s opposition, the annual 
inflation rate was 83,000 percent in July 2018. 
 According to the International Monetary Fund 
(I.M.F.), the inflation rate in Venezuela is likely 
to be 1 million (1 million) percent till December 
2018. 
 On the official exchange rate, 1 US dollar is 
approximately 248,000 Venezuelan Bolivars. 
 Venezuela’s economy mainly depends on 
revenues derived from the export of oil 
(petroleum). Its oil revenue, 95 percent of its 
export earnings. 
 This country is very rich in petroleum 
reserves. 
 Venezuela has faced a severe shortage of 
foreign currency due to a fall in oil prices in 
2014. 
 On August 20, 2018, the government 
removed five zeros from the old ‘Strong 
Bolivar’ currency and gave it a new name 
‘Sovereign Bolivar’. 
 This currency also starts with eight new bank 
notes (2, 5, 10, 20, 50, 100, 200 and 500) and 
two new coins. 
 It is notable that in Venezuela, from the year 
2010 (from the reign of Hugo Chavez) the 
socio-economic and political struggle began, 
which is also continuing during the reign of 
current President Nicolas Maduro. 
 The economy is currently going through the 
worst phase in the history of Venezuela. 
 
India and Morocco sign revised Air 
Services Agreement enabling greater 
connectivity 
India and Morocco on September 19, 2018 
signed the revised Air Services Agreement 
enabling greater connectivity between the two 
countries through a modernised agreement.  
The delegation of the two countries has earlier 
met thrice wherein they have worked towards 
liberalisation of markets between the two 
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countries and towards updating the existing Air 
Services Agreement.  
Following the high level discussions, the two 
sides cleared the legal and technical difficulties 
and agreed to a modern new text for the Air 
Services Agreement.  Thereafter, the respective 
governments approved the updated Air Services 
Agreement. 
The updated Air Services Agreement was 
formally signed during the visit of Mohammed 
Sajid, Moroccan Minister of Tourism, Air 
Transport, Handicraft and Social Economy. 
Union Minister of Commerce and Industry and 
Civil Aviation, Suresh Prabhu signed the 
agreement for the Indian side. 
 
Revised Air Services Agreement 
 
• The revised agreement is enabler for greater air 
connectivity between India and Morocco. 
• It will enable the airlines of each side to enter 
into code share with airlines of other party, as 
well as provide greater freedom in mounting 
direct flights. 
• The designated Airline of each party can enter 
into cooperative marketing arrangements with 
the designated carriers of same party, other party 
and that of a third party. 
• This agreement allows designated airlines of 
either countries to establish offices in the 
territory of other country for the promotion and 
sale of air services. 
• The designated airlines of the both countries 
can operate any number of services to/from the 
six points specified in the Route Schedule.  
• Indian designated carriers can operate any 
number of services to/from Casablanca, Rabat, 
Marrakesh, Agadir, Tangier and Fez in Morocco 
and similarly Morocco can operate any number 
of services to/from New Delhi, Mumbai, 
Kolkata, Chennai, Bangaluru and Hyderabad. 
• These developments in the Civil Aviation 
sector will enable the people of each country to 
travel to the other country, thus, leading to better 
economic and cultural ties. 
Significance 

The Air Services Agreement signifies an 

important landmark in the civil aviation 
relations between India and Morocco and has 
the potential to spur greater trade, investment, 
tourism and cultural exchanges between the two 
countries.  
 
2+2 Dialogue: India-US sign historic 
COMCASA agreement 
India and the United States signed the 
Communications Compatibility and Security 
Agreement (COMCASA) during their first-ever 
‘two plus two’ dialogue, which was held in New 
Delhi on September 6, 2018. 
The key agreement will open up the way for the 
sale of more sensitive US military equipment to 
India. It will help India obtain critical and 
encrypted defence technologies for the Indian 
defence platforms from the US.  
The high-level talks were held between the 
foreign and defence ministries of the two 
nations. India’s External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj and Defence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman hosted the US Secretary of State 
Michael Pompeo and US Secretary of Defense 
James Mattis for the inaugural dialogue.  
 
Joint Statement: Key Highlights 
 
Defence and Security 
• The Ministers reaffirmed the strategic 
importance of India’s designation as a Major 
Defense Partner (MDP) of the United States and 
committed to expand the scope of India’s MDP 
status and take mutually agreed upon steps to 
strengthen defence ties further and promote 
better defence and security coordination and 
cooperation.  
• The Ministers also noted the rapid growth in 
bilateral defence trade and the qualitative 
improvement in levels of technology and 
equipment offered by the United States to India 
in recent years. 
• They welcomed the inclusion of India by the 
United States among the top tier of countries 
entitled to license-free exports, re-exports, and 
transfers under License Exception Strategic 
Trade Authorisation (STA-1) and also 
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committed to explore other means to support 
further expansion in two-way trade in defence 
items and defence manufacturing supply chain 
linkages.  
• The Ministers welcomed the signing of a 
Communications Compatibility and Security 
Agreement (COMCASA) that will facilitate 
access to advanced defence systems and enable 
India to optimally utilise its existing U.S.-origin 
platforms.  
• The Ministers also announced their readiness 
to begin negotiations on an Industrial Security 
Annex (ISA) that would support closer defence 
industry cooperation and collaboration. 
• The two sides also committed to the creation 
of a new, tri-services exercise and to further 
increase personnel exchanges between the two 
militaries and defence organisations. 
• The Ministers further reviewed the recent 
growth of bilateral engagements in support of 
maritime security and maritime domain 
awareness and committed to expand 
cooperation.  
• The Ministers also committed to start 
exchanges between the US Naval Forces Central 
Command (NAVCENT) and the Indian Navy, 
underscoring the importance of deepening their 
maritime cooperation in the western Indian 
Ocean.  
• They further reaffirmed their commitment to 
continue to encourage and prioritise co-
production and co-development projects through 
the Defense Technology and Trade Initiative 
(DTTI) and to pursue other avenues of defense 
innovation cooperation.  
• They then welcomed the conclusion of a 
Memorandum of Intent between the US Defense 
Innovation Unit (DIU) and the Indian Defence 
Innovation Organization – Innovation for 
Defence Excellence (DIO-iDEX).  
 
Terrorism  
• The Ministers announced their intent to 
increase information-sharing efforts on known 
or suspected terrorists and to implement UN 
Security Council Resolution 2396 on returning 
foreign terrorist fighters. 

• They committed to enhance their ongoing 
cooperation in multilateral forums such as the 
UN and the Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF).  
• They reaffirmed their support for a UN 
Comprehensive Convention on International 
Terrorism that will advance and strengthen the 
framework for global cooperation and reinforce 
the message that no cause or grievance justifies 
terrorism. 
• They further denounced any use of terrorist 
proxies in the region, and in this context, they 
called on Pakistan to ensure that the territory 
under its control is not used to launch terrorist 
attacks on other countries.  
• On the eve of the 10-year anniversary of the 
26/11 Mumbai attack, they called on Pakistan to 
bring to justice expeditiously the perpetrators of 
the Mumbai, Pathankot, Uri, and other cross-
border terrorist attacks.  
• The Ministers welcomed the launch of a 
bilateral dialogue on designation of terrorists in 
2017, which is strengthening cooperation and 
action against terrorist groups, including Al-
Qaida, ISIS, Lashkar-e-Tayyiba, Jaish-e-
Mohammad, Hizb-ul Mujahideen, the Haqqani 
Network, Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan, D-
Company, and their affiliates.  
• The two sides further reaffirmed their 
commitment to ongoing and future cooperation 
to ensure a stable cyberspace environment and 
to prevent cyber-attacks.  
 
Indo-Pacific region 
• The Ministers reviewed cooperation in the 
Indo-Pacific region and noted that the common 
principles for the region articulated in the India-
U.S. Joint Statement of June 2017 have been 
further amplified by President Donald Trump at 
Danang, Vietnam on November 10, 2017, and 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Singapore at 
the Shangri-La Dialogue on June 1, 2018.  
• Both sides committed to work together and in 
concert with other partners toward advancing a 
free, open, and inclusive Indo-Pacific region, 
based on recognition of ASEAN centrality and 
on respect for sovereignty, territorial integrity, 
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rule of law, good governance, free and fair trade, 
and freedom of navigation and overflight. 
• Noting the importance of infrastructure and 
connectivity for the Indo-Pacific region, both 
sides emphasised on the need to work 
collectively with other partner countries to 
support transparent, responsible and sustainable 
debt financing practices in infrastructure 
development. 
 
Afghanistan  
• The Ministers reaffirmed their shared 
commitment to a united, sovereign, democratic, 
inclusive, stable, prosperous, and peaceful 
Afghanistan.  
• The two sides expressed support for an 
Afghan-led, Afghan-owned peace and 
reconciliation process.  
• The United States acknowledged India’s 
longstanding and ongoing contributions of 
economic assistance to Afghanistan and also 
welcomed India’s enhanced role in 
Afghanistan’s development and stabilization.  
 
 
North Korea 
India welcomed the recent U.S.-North Korea 
summit and the two sides pledged to work 
together to counter North Korea’s weapons of 
mass destruction programs and to hold 
accountable those countries that have supported 
them. 
 
India’s bid to join NSG 
The United States welcomed India’s accession 
to the Australia Group, the Wassenaar 
Arrangement, and the Missile Technology 
Control Regime and reiterated its full support 
for India’s immediate accession to the Nuclear 
Suppliers Group.  
 
Bilateral Trade 
• The Ministers recognised the importance and 
the potential for increasing bilateral trade, 
investment, innovation, and job creation in both 
countries.  
• Both sides committed to further expanding and 
balancing the trade and economic partnership 

consistent with their leaders’ 2017 joint 
statement, including by facilitating trade, 
improving market access and addressing issues 
of interest to both sides.  
• In this regard, both sides welcomed the 
ongoing exchanges between the Ministry of 
Commerce of India and the Office of the United 
States Trade Representative and hoped for 
mutually acceptable outcomes.  
 
Nuclear Power 
India and the US both look forward to full 
implementation of the civil nuclear energy 
partnership and collaboration between Nuclear 
Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL) 
and Westinghouse Electric Company for the 
establishment of six nuclear power plants in 
India.  
 
People-to-people ties 
Observing the strong ties of family, education, 
business and the spirit of entrepreneurship and 
innovation that unite their people, the Ministers 
highlighted the unmatched people-to-people ties 
between their countries and recognised the 
benefits to both nations and the world from 
these ties, including the free flow of ideas and 
collaboration in health, space, oceans, and other 
areas of science and technology. 
The next 2+2 meeting is scheduled to be held in 
the United States in 2019. 
 
Background  
The 2+2  talks were agreed upon by US 
President Donald Trump and Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi during their meeting in 
June 2017. However, since then they were 
postponed twice, first in April this year and then 
in July. 
From the last quarter of 2017, the dialogue was 
pushed to April 18-19, 2018 in Washington but 
it had to be postponed because the then 
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson was asked to 
quit by President Trump in March 2018 and 
Pompeo had not been confirmed to the post. 
The talks were re-scheduled for July 2018 but 
then were postponed again by the US due to 
unavoidable reasons. The postponement came in 
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the backdrop of growing differences between 
India and the U.S. over the Iran nuclear deal. 
The bilateral ties between India and the US have 
been slightly stressed this year due to US 
sanctions on Russia and Iran. India’s relations 
with both these nations are age-old. India relies 
heavily on Iranian crude oil despite cutting the 
volume of purchase. 
 
PM Modi, Bangladeshi PM Sheikh 
Hasina jointly launch construction of 
Indo-Bangla Pipeline Project 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his 
Bangladesh counterpart Sheikh Hasina on 
September 18, 2018 jointly launched the 
construction of India-Bangladesh Friendship 
Product Pipeline Project through video 
conferencing.  
The project will go a long way in strengthening 
the Indo-Bangla ties. It is a new milestone in the 
history of cooperation between India and 
Bangladesh. 
Both the sides had entered into an agreement for 
the construction of the pipeline in April 2018 
during Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale's visit 
to Dhaka. 
 
India-Bangladesh Friendship Product 
Pipeline Project 
• The 130-kilometre pipeline will 
connect Siliguri in West Bengal in India 
and Parbatipur in Dinajpur district of 
Bangladesh.  
• The six-kilometre Indian leg of the pipeline 
project will be implemented by the Assam-
based Numaligarh Refinery Limited and the 
remaining 124 kilometres of the pipeline project 
will be implemented by Bangladesh Petroleum 
Corporation.  
• The capacity of the pipeline will be 1 million 
metric tons per annum. 
• Bangladesh would initially receive 2.5 lakh 
tonnes of diesel every year and it would 
gradually be increased to 4 lakh tonnes. 
• The project will replace the existing practice 
of sending diesel by rail covering a distance of 
510 kilometers. 

• The estimated project cost will be Rs 346 
crore and it will be completed in 30 months 
time.  
• This will be the first such pipeline through 
which refined diesel will be supplied to 
Parbatipur depot from Numaligarh of Assam in 
India. 
Significance 

The first consignment of diesel from India 
reached Bangladesh in March 2016 through rail 
wagons. The Parbatipur Depot formally 
received 2268 MT diesels from the NRL 
through rail wagons. 
Through the rail wagons, Bangladesh so far 
imported 57000 MT diesel from India till July 
2018 and it is expected that 50000 more diesel 
will be brought from India in August-
December 2018 through the same way. 
Currently, imported oil is stored in Chattogram 
depot after unloading it from the ship at 
Chattogram Port. Later, the oil is brought to 
Khulna Daulatpur depot through coastal tanks 
and carried to Parbatipur again through rail 
wagons. This requires additional time and 
money as well as transport. 
The pipeline will solve these problems. 
Through the cross-border pipeline, India will 
supply fuel oil from its Numaligarh Refinery 
Ltd (NRL), located at Golaghat in the 
northeastern state of Assam, while Bangladesh 
will receive the oil at Parbatipur depot of 
Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation (BPC) in 
Dinajpur. 
 

Dhaka-Tongi-Joydebpur Railway Project 
• The two leaders also inaugurated the 
construction of the third and fourth dual gauge 
rail lines of Dhaka-Tongi section and Double 
Line on Dhaka-Joydevpur section of Bangladesh 
Railway. 
• Once the project gets completed, the train 
communication in the south-western region 
through Padma Bridge and in the northern 
region through Bangabandhu Jamuna Bridge, 
and on Chattogram-Sylhet routes from Dhaka 
would be easier and faster. 
• A total of 96 kms of dual-gauge tracks along 
with other necessary infrastructures would be 
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constructed from Kamalapur to Joydevpur 
railway stations under the project. 
 
United States announces closure of 
Palestinian mission in Washington 
The United States on September 10, 2018 
announced the closure of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation's (PLO) mission in 
Washington DC. 
Explaining the move, the US state department 
said that the PLO leaders had failed to engage 
with US efforts to bring about peace with Israel 
and attempted to prompt an investigation of 
Israel by the International Criminal Court.  
The move is the latest in a series of measures by 
the Trump administration against the Palestinian 
leadership. The PLO, the internationally-
recognised representative of the Palestinian 
people, opened the mission in 1994. 
 
Key Reasons 
The US State Department said that the 
Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) 
office failed to take steps to advance the start of 
direct and meaningful negotiations with Israel. 
A statement from the department read, “we have 
permitted the PLO office to conduct operations 
that support the objective of achieving a lasting, 
comprehensive peace between Israelis and the 
Palestinians since the expiration of a previous 
waiver in November 2017.” 
It added that the PLO leadership has condemned 
a US peace plan they have not yet seen and 
refused to engage with the US government with 
respect to peace efforts and otherwise. The 
department further blamed the Palestinians for 
being unwilling to negotiate. 
 
Palestinian Reaction 
Palestinian leaders described the US move of 
closing the Palestinian mission in Washington as 
a declaration of war on peace efforts by the 
administration of President Donald Trump.  
PLO Secretary-General Saeb Erekat called the 
decision a "dangerous escalation." He added that 
this is yet another affirmation of the Trump 
administration's policy to collectively punish the 
Palestinian people. 

The Palestinian Authority (PA) said that the 
move would allow Israel to continue their 
policies against the Palestinian people and land. 

US – Palestinian Rift 
• The Palestinian leadership, which sees East 
Jerusalem as the capital of their future state, 
suspended contacts with the US after the nation 
recognised Jerusalem as the capital of Israel in 
December 2017 and moved its embassy in Israel 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem in May 2018. 
• The move was opposed by Palestinians and 
by many nations across the world including 
some of America’s closest allies. The 
Palestinians insisted that the status of the city is 
an issue to be negotiated between them and the 
Israelis. 
• Previously, the US had announced that it 
would cut more than $200m in economic aid for 
the Palestinians. The US had planned to give the 
Palestinians $251m for good governance, 
healthcare, education and funding for civil 
society in the current 2018 budget year that ends 
on September 30. 
• The US also pulled out its support for the 
UN agency responsible for 5 million Palestinian 
refugees. It also decided to cut more than $20m 
in foreign aid meant to support hospitals in East 
Jerusalem. The hospitals treat Palestinian 
patients who require cancer and eye treatments. 

US’s close ties with Israel 
• The US gives Israel annual military aid of 
$3.1bn. In 2019, the figure will increase to 
$3.8bn under a 10-year deal agreed by Barack 
Obama shortly before he stepped down as 
president. 
• The Trump administration is also set to 
release its own peace plan to settle the Israel-
Palestinian conflict. While the details of the plan 
are yet to be released, leaked reports suggest the 
following terms: 
• The Palestinians would initially control the 
Gaza Strip and less than half of the occupied 
West Bank, while a Palestinian capital would be 
created from villages surrounding Jerusalem. 
• The Israelis would retain security control 
over the Jordan valley and have total control 
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over Palestinian travel between the West Bank 
and Gaza, while a corridor will be created 
between Palestinian territory and Jerusalem's 
holy sites. 
• The Palestinians would have to surrender the 
principle of the right of return of Palestinian 
refugees expelled during the creation of Israel. 
• On the other hand, the future of illegal 
Israeli settlements and the final border between 
Palestine and Israel would be decided at a later 
date. 
 
What is PLO? 
The PLO is an umbrella group that was created 
in 1964 to represent various Palestinian factions 
seeking self-determination. 
The organisation is recognised as the sole 
legitimate representative of the Palestinian 
people by over 100 states with which it holds 
diplomatic relations and has enjoyed observer 
status at the United Nations since 1974. 
The PLO also runs the Palestinian Authority, the 
semi-autonomous, interim government that 
manages certain areas of the Palestinian 
territories. 
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ECONOMY 
 
Government proposes merger of Bank 
of Baroda, Dena Bank and Vijaya 
Bank under Alternative Mechanism 
The Union Finance Ministry on September 17, 
2018 announced the proposal to merge three 
public sector lenders - Bank of Baroda, Dena 
Bank and Vijaya Bank. The combined lending 
entity will create India’s third largest bank with 
a total business of more than Rs 14.82 lakh 
crore.  
The announcement was made during a press 
conference by Rajeev Kumar, Secretary of 
Department of Financial Services, Union 
Ministry of Finance. 
The proposal will now need the approval of the 
boards of these individual banks. The banks' 
boards will shortly meet and take up the 
decision, said the Finance Minister Arun Jaitley 
after Kumar's statements. 
The merger of these three state-owned banks is a 
part of the government's agenda 
of consolidation of public sector banks. The 
consolidation was proposed by the Alternative 
Mechanism comprising Chairperson Arun 
Jaitley. 

The merger of Bank of Baroda, Vijaya Bank 
and Dena Bank 

The state-owned Bank of Baroda, Vijaya Bank 
and Dena Bank will be merged to create the 
country's third largest lender after the SBI 
and ICICI Banks, as part of efforts to revive 
credit and economic growth. 
The amalgamation would be through share 
swapwhich will be the part of scheme of 
merger. The scheme of amalgamation, which 
will now be formed, will be laid before 
Parliament. However, it would require no 
change in the banking law. 
This amalgamated entity will increase banking 
operations and expansion is inevitable. The 
three banks will continue to work 
independently post merger. 
The amalgamation would be carried out under 
Alternative Mechanism. Finance Minister 

Arun Jaitley, who heads Alternative Mechanism, 
assured capital support to the merged entity. 
Other members of Alternative Mechanism 
included Railway Minister Piyush Goyal and 
Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. 
Post this merger, the number of PSU banks 
will come down to 19. 
Significance 

• The consolidation will help create a strong 
globally competitive bank with economies of 
scale. 
• It will enable realisation of synergies for 
networks, low-cost deposits and subsidiaries of 
the three banks. 
• The merged entity will have better financial 
strength. 
• The merger will result in substantial rise in 
customer base, market reach, operational 
efficiency, and wider bouquet of products and 
services. 
• It will place all the three banks on Finacle 
Core Banking Solution (CBS), a platform that 
helps banks enhance agility and efficiency of 
operations, while significantly improving 
customer experience across channels. 
• There will be no adverse impact on 
employees and customers of the individual 
banks as a result of the proposed merger 
Key figures of Amalgamated Bank 

Total Business Rs 14.82 lakh 
crore 

Gross advances Rs 6.4 lakh 
crore 

Deposits base Rs 8.41 lakh 
crore 

Gross Non Performing 
Assets 

Rs 80,000 
crore 

Net NPA Ratio 5.71 percent 

Provision Coverage Ratio 
(PCR) 

67.5 percent 

Cost to Income Ratio 48.94 percent 

Capital Adequacy Ratio 
(CRAR) 

12.25 percent 

 



VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW B-36, Sector-C, Aliganj, Lucknow 
Cont.9415011892/93 

 

28 

 

How these three banks will add value to each 
other? 
 
Dena Bank, with gross NPA ratio of 22 percent, 
is currently under the Prompt Corrective 
Action (PCA) framework and has been 
restrained from further lending. Dena bank 
would no longer be covered under PCA after 
amalgamation. 
Vijaya Bank is among the better performing 
public sector banks with a gross NPA ratio of 
6.9 percent. The Bank of Baroda has a bad loan 
ratio of 12.4 percent.  
The Bank of Baroda has a wide spread network, 
while Dena Bank and Vijaya Bank are more 
regionally focused. The Global network 
strength of Bank of Baroda will be leveraged 
to enable customers of Dena Bank and Vijaya 
Bank to have global access. 
Dena Bank’s strength in the Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprises (MSME) will further 
augment the strength of the other two banks to 
position the amalgamated bank for being an 
MSME Udyamimitra. 
Merged entity will benefit from Bank of 
Baroda’s high Capital Adequacy 
Ratio; Vijaya Bank’s strong asset quality 
position; and Dena Bank’s strong 
CASA (Current Account Savings Account) 
base. 
 
Government announces steps to check 
rising Current Account Deficit, fall in 
rupee 
The Union Government on September 14, 2018 
announced a host of measures to check the 
rising Current Account Deficit (CAD) and the 
fall in rupee. 
The decisions were taken at a meeting chaired 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi 
to review the state of the economy. During the 
meeting, PM Modi was briefed by RBI 
Governor Urjit Patel and officials of the Finance 
Ministry. 
Speaking after the meeting, Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley said that several issues were 
discussed during the meeting and decision on 
them will be taken in the next few days. 

Mainly, he said that the government has decided 
to cut non-essential imports and increase 
exports. “We felt that there is a need to control 
the current account deficit and bring more 
dollars into the country. We have to meet the 
challenge,” he said. 
The CAD widened to 2.4 per cent of the 
country's gross domestic product (GDP) in the 
first quarter of 2018-19 from 1.9 per cent in the 
fourth quarter of 2017-18. 

Current Account Deficit (CAD) 
What is CAD? 
The current account deficit is a measurement of 
a country's trade where the value of the goods 
and services it imports exceeds the value of the 
goods and services it exports. 
Why is CAD rising? 
The main reason for the rise in CAD is because 
of the rising interest rates in the US, high crude 
oil prices and its impact on emerging markets 
and the trade war between the US and China. 
Impact of the rise 
The rise in trade deficit has an adverse impact 
on the Indian rupee. The rupee has lost 12 per 
cent against the US currency since January, 
making it Asia’s worst-performing currency. 
The steps to be taken by the government to 
attract dollar inflows into the country 
include: 
• Reviewing of mandatory hedging condition for 
infrastructure loans 
• To permit manufacturing sector entities to 
avail of External Commercial Borrowing 
(ECBs) up to $50 million with minimum 
maturity of one year, instead of the earlier limit 
of three years. 
• Removing restrictions with respect to FPI 
exposure limit of 20 per cent in corporate bond 
portfolio to a single corporate group or company 
or entity and 50 per cent of any issue of 
corporate bond 
• Removal of withholding tax on rupee-
denominated bonds known as Masala bonds 
issued till March 2019 
• Removing restrictions on Indian banks, market 
making in masala bonds, including restrictions 
on underwriting of masala bonds. 



VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW B-36, Sector-C, Aliganj, Lucknow 
Cont.9415011892/93 

 

29 

 

• Relaxation for Foreign Portfolio Investment 
(FPI) and curbs on non-essential imports. 
 
Objective of the measures 
The measures are aimed at increasing capital 
flows into the country to finance the widening 
CAD. The measures are expected to increase 
dollar inflows to the tune of $8-10 billion into 
the country. 
The commodities on which imports will be cut 
down will be decided after consultations with 
concerned ministries. 
 
Government approves proposal to 
increase wages of artisans by over 36 
percent 
The Union Ministry of Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises (MSME) on September 4, 
2018 approved a proposal by the Khadi and 
Village Industries Commission (KVIC) to 
increase the wages of artisans by over 36 
percent. 
With this, the wages will be increased from Rs 
5.50 per hank previously to Rs 7.50 per hank. 
This proposal for increase in wages to Khadi 
spinners, along with payment of government 
subsidy Modified Market Development 
Assistance (MMDA), will be implemented with 
effect from August 15, 2018. 
 
Key Highlights 
• Under the MMDA programme, 30 percent of 
the prime cost is paid to the Khadi institutions as 
production subsidy.  
• Out of this 30 percent, 40 percent goes to 
artisans as wage incentives and the remaining 60 
percent goes to the Khadi institutions. 
• The wage incentives are paid by Khadi and 
Village Industries Commission directly to the 
accounts of the artisans through direct benefits 
transfer. 
Example 

If an artisan makes 20 hanks in a day, he will get 
Rs 150 per day as wage at the rate of Rs 7.50 per 
hank, plus incentives like MMDA, which would 
be approximately 35 percent on Rs 150, that is 
Rs 52. 

Hence, an artisan spinning minimum 20 hanks 
in a day will now start earning Rs 202 per day, 
including his wages and government incentive. 
Most of the artisans spin more than 20 hanks per 
day presently. 
Significance  
The enhancement in wages is expected to draw 
youth towards taking up spinning as a 
profession. 
This increase will also attract new and younger 
artisans to Khadi, who were earlier doubtful 
about their income comparing it to the wages 
given to the daily wagers under Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Employment Gurantee 
Act (MNREGA). 
 
Banks with over 10 branches to have 
internal ombudsman: RBI’s Internal 
Ombudsman Scheme 2018 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on September 
3, 2018 asked all scheduled commercial banks 
with more than 10 branches to appoint an 
Internal Ombudsman.  
However, the apex bank excluded Regional 
Rural Banks from its directive. 
Who is an ombudsman? 

An ombudsman is a person officially charged 
with investigating and addressing public 
complaints or violation of rights. 
 
Highlights of the Scheme 
• The Scheme covers appointment and tenure; 
roles and responsibilities; procedural guidelines 
and oversight mechanism for the Internal 
Ombudsman. 
• All Scheduled Commercial Banks in India 
having more than 10 banking outlets are 
required to appoint IO in their banks.  
• The IO will examine customer complaints 
referring to the deficiency in service on the part 
of the bank that are partly or wholly rejected by 
the bank.  
• The customers of banks need not approach the 
IO directly as the banks themselves will escalate 
all complaints internally, which are not fully 
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redressed to their respective IOs before 
conveying the final decision to the complainant.  
• The implementation of IO Scheme, 2018 will 
be monitored by the bank’s internal audit 
mechanism apart from regulatory oversight by 
RBI. 
 
Why was there a need of revised directions 
regarding Internal Ombudsman? 
In May 2015, the RBI had advised all public-
sector and selected private and foreign banks to 
appoint Internal Ombudsman (IO) as an 
independent authority to review complaints 
rejected by them. 
The IO mechanism was set up with a view to 
strengthen the internal grievance redressal 
system of banks and to ensure that the 
complaints of the customers are redressed at the 
level of the bank itself by an authority (Internal 
Ombudsman) placed at the highest level of 
bank’s grievance redressal mechanism. 
Now, to enhance the independence of the 
Internal Ombudsman while simultaneously 
strengthening the monitoring system over 
functioning of the IO mechanism, RBI issued 
revised directions under Section 35 A of the 
Banking Regulation Act, 1949 in the form of 
‘Internal Ombudsman Scheme, 2018’. 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
launches India Post Payments Bank 
The Indian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi on 
September 1, 2018 launched the India Post 
Payments Bank (IPPB) at Talkatora Stadium in 
New Delhi. The initiative seeks to leverage the 
expansive network of the postal department to 
ensure financial inclusion for the masses. 
In fact, simultaneous launch events were held 
for the IPPBs at 650 branches and 3,250 access 
points. 
Objective 
The objective of IPPB is to build the most 
accessible, affordable and trusted bank for the 
common man, spearhead the financial inclusion 
agenda by removing the barriers for the 
unbanked and reduce the opportunity cost for the 
under banked populace through assisted 

doorstep banking. 
It will help significantly expand the reach of the 
banking sector in India. 
 
Key Highlights  
• The payments bank, where the Indian 
government holds 100 per cent equity, will 
leverage the vast network of the Department of 
Posts (DoP) that has more than three lakh 
postmen and Grameen Dak Sewaks. 
• All the 1.55 lakh post offices in the country 
will be linked to the IPPB system by December 
31, 2018. 
• The IPPBs will offer a range of products such 
as savings and current accounts, money transfer, 
direct benefit transfers, bill and utility payments, 
and enterprise and merchant payments. 
• These products, and related services, will be 
offered across multiple channels (counter 
services, micro-ATM, mobile banking app, SMS 
and IVR), using the bank's state-of-the-art 
technology platform. 
 
Background 
On August 29, 2018, the Union Cabinet had 
approved 80 per cent increase in spending for 
IPPB from Rs 800 crore to Rs 1435 crore.  
The additional sum of Rs 635 crore in the 
revised cost estimates was on account of Rs 400 
crore for Technology Costs and Rs 235 crore for 
Human Resource Costs. 
The project is expected to generate new 
employment opportunities for about 3500 
skilled banking professionals and other entities 
engaged in propagating financial literacy across 
the country. 
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SCIENCE & 
TECHNOLOGY 

 
Japanese billionaire Yusaku Maezawa 
to be first private passenger on 
SpaceX’s Lunar BFR Mission 
US private space firm SpaceX on September 17, 
2018 signed the world’s first private passenger 
to fly around the Moon aboard its Big Falcon 
Rocket (BFR) launch vehicle. 
Japanese billionaire and founder of online 
fashion giant Zozo, Yusaku Maezawa will be 
the first Moon tourist on SpaceX’s Lunar BFR 
Mission. Maezawa wants to take six to eight 
artists from around the world on the nearly 
week-long trip to the Moon.  
However, the company declined to reveal the 
amount Maezawa paid for the mission, but 
confirmed that he is paying a very significant 
amount of money. 
Note 

The successful landing of Yusaku Maezawa on 
the Moon will enable access for commoners 
who dream of traveling to space. Till now, only 
two dozen people have been to the Moon, with 
the final Apollo Mission of 1972, marking the 
last time a human visited the moon. 
 
Big Falcon Rocket (BFR) Mission 
• Earlier in February 2017, the SpaceX had 
announced that two passengers would be flying 
around the Moon in the Crew Dragon Capsule, 
launched by SpaceX’s Falcon Heavy rocket. 
However later in the beginning of 2018, Musk 
said SpaceX is considering using the Big Falcon 
Rocket instead. 
• The BFR was first announced in 2016, and was 
touted as the most powerful rocket in history, 
even more potent than the Saturn V Moon 
rocket that launched the Apollo missions five 
decades ago. 
• The Big Falcon Rocket is a massive, 35-story 
tall rocket designed to launch and land like 
SpaceX's Falcon 9 rocket, but could carry 

dozens of people on board instead of just 
satellites.  
• BFR is the dream mission of SpaceX CEO 
Elon Musk who launched the construction of the 
vehicle with a vision to create a permanent, self-
sustaining human presence on Mars. 
• The testing on this massive rocket is expected 
to begin in 2019.  
• The mission is expected to launch in 2023. 
 
Yusaku Maezawa 
• Yusaku Maezawa is Chief Executive of Japan's 
largest online fashion mall Zozotown. 
• He is the 18th richest person in Japan with a 
fortune of USD 3 billion, according to the 
business magazine Forbes. 
• Maezawa is also known as an contemporary art 
collector and curator with a large collection at 
his Contemporary Art Foundation in Tokyo, 
which features works of various renowned 
painters like Pablo Picasso, Andy Warhol, 
Alexander Calder and Jean-Michel Basquiat. 
• In 2017, he announced the acquisition of a 
Jean-Michel Basquiat masterpiece worth USD 
110.5 million. 
• He was also in Florida at NASA's Kennedy 
Space Center in February 2018 to watch the 
maiden launch of SpaceX's Falcon Heavy 
rocket. 
 
   
ISRO launches two UK satellites 
aboard PSLV-C42 
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 
on September 16, 2018 successfully launched its 
polar satellite launch vehicle (PSLV) C42 
carrying two earth observation satellites for the 
United Kingdom. 
The launch vehicle- PSLV-C42 lifted off at 
10.08 PM from the first launch pad of the Satish 
Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota, Andhra 
Pradesh. 
 
Key Highlights 
• The 44.4 metres launch vehicle weighing 
230.4 tons carried two earth observing satellites 
- NovaSAR and S1-4 of Surrey Satellite 
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Technology Limited, UK. There was no Indian 
satellite on the flight. 
• The satellites were put into sun synchronous 
orbit, 583 km from the Earth, just over 17 
minutes after the lift off from the first launch 
pad. The 33-hour countdown for the launch 
began at 1.08 PM on September 15, 2018. 
• The mission was a commercial arrangement 
between the British company and Antrix 
Corporation Limited, which is the commercial 
wing of ISRO. 
• The entire flight up to the release of the 
satellites was designed to take place within 17.5 
minutes. 
• With the successful launch of the two British 
satellites, the total number of foreign satellites 
launched by India goes up to 239. 

NovaSAR 
NovaSAR is an S-Band synthetic aperture radar 
satellite, which will map forest, land use and 
monitor ice cover, flood and disaster. 

S1-4 
S1-4 is a high-resolution optical Earth 
observation satellite that will be used for 
surveying resources, urban management and 
monitoring of the environment and disasters. 
 
Significance 
• The launch marks PSLV-C42's first fully 
commercial trip of the year, breaking a five-
month-long lull, for the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO). This was the 44th PSLV 
and the 12th time it flew as core-alone. 
• India has been sending foreign satellites 
belonging to international customers from 29 
countries through PSLV. 
• More commercial ventures are expected for 
nano satellites are expected in the future. 
Presently there is an order of 980 crore Rupees 
for this fiscal and next fiscal. 
• Antrix has so far contracted over 280 foreign 
customer satellites for a fee, among which, most 
are small experimental or earth observation 
spacecraft. 

• ISRO did not make any launch post April 12, 
after it put replacement navigation satellite 
IRNSS-1I to space on PSLV-C41. 
• The space organisation, in fact, recalled its 
GSAT-11 from the South American launch port 
of Kourou, weeks before it was due for launch. 
 
India’s combat aircraft Tejas 
successfully completes first-ever mid-
air refuelling trial 
In a first, Tejas, the advanced version of India’s 
indigenously produced Light Combat Aircraft 
(LCA) was successfully refuelled mid-air by a 
Russian-origin Ilyushin-78 tanker on September 
10, 2018. 
The mid-air refuelling was a part of a ‘wet 
contact’ trial for LCA Tejas MK-1. The 
Russian-origin tanker refuelled the fighter plane, 
piloted by Wing Commander Siddarth Singh, 
with 1,900 litres of fuel at an altitude of 20,000 
ft. The move demonstrates a key capability 
sought by the Indian Air Force. 

Significance 
The successful test is being seen as a significant 
achievement and a major step towards the final 
operational clearance of the Light Combat 
Aircraft. 
The air-to-air refuelling capability for LCA is a 
‘force multiplier’ for the IAF, giving the aircraft 
the potential to stay airborne for a much longer 
period of time. 
The enhanced range and endurance in air is 
expected to provide IAF a host of options in 
exploiting the operational potential of the LCA 
as well as to participate in international 
exercises without having to stage through 
several locations en route. 
 
Key Highlights 
• The actual engagement followed two dry tests, 
which were conducted last week when the 
refuelling systems (probe and drogue) were 
tested without actually transferring fuel. 
• On the day of the actual test, the LCA’s 
internal and drop tanks were refuelled while the 
jet was flying at 270 knots. 
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• The IAF provided all required support to 
DRDO including the tanker aircraft for the 
successful test flight. 
• The IAF has ordered 123 LCA variants at a 
cost of Rs 70, 000 crores and plans to order 201 
more upgraded models to arrest a sharp decline 
in its combat capabilities. 
• Among the 123 planes on order, 20 each are in 
the initial operational clearance (IOC) and the 
more advanced final operational clearance 
(FOC) configurations, while the remaining 83 
are in the Mk-1A configuration that comes with 
additional improvements. 
 
Key features of LCA Tejas 
Besides the mid-air refuelling capability, the 
most advanced Tejas versions will come with 
improvements, including a digital radar warning 
receiver, external self-protection jammer pod, 
active electronically scanned array radar, 
advanced beyond-visual-range (BVR) missiles 
and improved maintainability. 
 
Background 
The Indian Air Force raised its first Tejas 
squadron in 2016 and has inducted nine jets so 
far. 
The Indian aerospace and defence company, 
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL), claims 
that it is ready to produce eight aircraft per year 
and is ramping up the production rate to 16 by 
2019-20 by investing Rs1,331 crore. 
 
ISRO unveils space suit, crew model 
for Gaganyaan Mission 
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 
on September 6, 2017 unveiled the space suit 
and crew model for Gaganyaan Mission, 
providing the first sneak peek into its upcoming 
manned mission to space at the 6th Bengaluru 
Space Expo.  
The Gaganyaan mission was announced by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his 72nd 
Independence Day speech. PM Modi announced 
that this manned space mission will take Indian 
astronauts to space on board 'Gaganyaan' by 
2022. 
  

Highlights of the space suit 
• The orange-coloured prototype space suit was 
developed by the ISRO over the past two years 
at Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre in 
Thiruvananthapuram. 
• The suit can hold one oxygen cylinder, 
allowing an astronaut to breathe in space for 60 
minutes. 
• ISRO has developed two suits and will create 
one more suit as three astronauts will be part of 
mission to send Indians into space on an Indian 
spacecraft by 2022. 
 
Crew model and the crew escape model 
• ISRO also displayed the crew model and the 
crew escape model. A prototype crew model has 
already been tested by the ISRO. 
• In the crew model capsule, the three astronauts 
will be living for five to seven days in a 400 km 
orbit from the Earth's surface.  
• The capsule will have a thermal shield and it 
will turn into a ball of flame, travelling towards 
the Earth when they re-enter the atmosphere. 
• The shield will ensure that the temperature 
inside the capsule is 25 degrees, but the 
astronauts can see the flames just through the 
window. 
• The capsule is expected to rotate around the 
Earth every 1.5 hour or every 90 minutes and 
astronauts will be able to witness sunrise and 
sunset.  
• The astronauts can see India from space twice 
every 24 hours. They will conduct experiments 
on microgravity. 
• The capsule containing three astronauts will 
take 16 minutes from take-off to reach the 
desired orbit 400 km from Earth, and while 
returning will take 36 minutes to reach Earth. 
• The capsule is expected to land in the Arabian 
Sea, just off the coast of Gujarat where Indian 
Navy and Coast Guards will be on standby. 
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ENVIRONMENT / 
ECOLOGY 

 
India, France sign implementation 
agreement on ‘Mobilise   
India and France on September 6, 2018 signed 
an implementation agreement on ‘Mobilise 
Your City’ (MYC) in New Delhi to support 
three Indian cities in their efforts to reduce 
Green House Gas (GHG) emissions. 
The MYC agreement was signed by Mukund 
Kumar Sinha, OSD & Ex-Officio Joint 
Secretary in the Urban Affairs Ministry and the 
Regional Director of Agence Française de 
Développement (AfD), Nicolas Fornage. It was 
signed in the presence of Minister of State (I/C), 
Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs Hardeep 
Singh Puri and Alexander Ziegler, Ambassador 
of France in India. 

What is Mobilise Your City? 
The initiative is a part of an international 
initiative, which is supported by the French and 
the German Governments and was launched at 
21st Conference of Parties (COP21) meeting in 
December 2015. 
Based on a proposal made by AFD in 2015, the 
European Union has agreed to provide funds of 
Euro 3.5 million through the AFD to contribute 
to specific investments and technical assistance 
components within the Mobilise Your City 
(MYC) programme in India. 
 
Objective 
The MYC aims at supporting three Indian cities 
on a pilot basis - Nagpur, Kochi and 
Ahmedabad - in their efforts to reduce Green 
House Gas (GHG) emissions related to urban 
transport by implementing urban mobility plans 
at the local level and to help India at the national 
level to improve their sustainable transport 
policy. 
The selected pilot cities will benefit from the 
technical assistance activities initiated under the 
programme. 
 

The proposed assistance includes: 
• To support planning and implementation of 
sustainable urban transport projects. 
• To support the strengthening of institutional 
capacity for regulating, steering and planning 
urban mobility 
• To learn and exchange formats with other 
cities across India to enable exchange on best 
practices 
 
Other Details 
The details of the project activities will be 
worked out by AFD in consultation with the 
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs and the 
three partner cities including institutions such as 
the respective Special Purpose Vehicles (SPVs) 
for Smart Cities, the Municipal Corporations 
and any transport authority or transport related 
SPV. 
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SPORTS 
 
Former Indian pacer RP Singh 
announces retirement from cricket 
Former Indian pacer Rudra Pratap Singh on 
September 4, 2018 announced his retirement 
from all forms of cricket through his social 
media account. His international career spanned 
a period of six years and he played 82 matches 
across all three formats and picked up over 100 
wickets.  
Announcing his retirement, Singh wrote on his 
Twitter account,"13 years ago today, on 4th 
September 2005 was the first time I donned the 
Indian jersey. It was the stepping-stone to what 
would become the most cherished moments of 
my life. Today as I hang my boots and call it a 
day, I wish to remember and give thanks to each 
and everyone who made this journey possible.” 
 
About RP Singh 
• RP Singh played 14 Tests, 58 one-day 
internationals and 10 T20 Internationals for 
India after making his international debut in an 
ODI against Zimbabwe in Harare exactly 13 
years ago. 
• The 32-year-old left arm bowler took 40 Test 
wickets at an economy rate of 3.98, averaging 
42.05. In 58 ODIs, he bagged 69 wickets at an 
economy rate of 5.48 averaging 33.96. He also 
has played 10 T20Is where he picked up 15 
wickets. 
• He last featured in an international game in an 
ODI against England in Cardiff on September 
16, 2011 and finished his international career 
with 124 wickets to his name. 
• Post his international cricketing days, he 
continued to play at the domestic level and went 
on to have a successful first-class career where 
he picked up 301 wickets in 94 games at an 
average of 30.57, of which 209 came in the 
Ranji Trophy.  
• After spending over 10 years with Uttar 
Pradesh, Singh shifted to Gujarat and won the 
Ranji Trophy in 2016-17. He played his last 
first-class game in 2017, representing Gujarat in 

the final against Mumbai, where he picked up 
four wickets. 
• Since the past few years, Singh had taken up 
TV commentary and has made regular 
appearances during the IPL broadcasts. 
 
Alastair Cook to retire from 
International cricket after final Test 
against India 
Alastair Cook, former captain of England’s 
national cricket team has decided to retire from 
international cricket after the fifth and final 
match against India at the Oval, starting 
September 7, 2018. 
Announcing his retirement, the cricketer said, 
"Although it is a sad day, I can do so with a big 
smile on my face knowing I have given 
everything and there is nothing left in the tank. I 
have achieved more than I could have ever 
imagined and feel very privileged to have 
played for such a long time alongside some of 
the greats of the English game.” He, however, 
said that he would miss the dressing room 
environment.  
The 33-year-old is known as one of England’s 
greatest test players. He is also the highest run-
scorer for the nation in tests and stands 6th on 
the all-time list of Test run-scorers, after Sachin 
Tendulkar, Ricky Ponting, Jacques Kallis, Rahul 
Dravid and Kumar Sangakkara. 
However, this latest series against India has not 
been one of his best, as he managed to score 
only 109 runs in seven innings, which were 
spread across four Test matches. Due to his 
falling form, his place in the test side was also 
under scanner. 
 
Alastair Cook: Achievements 
• Alastair Cook, the left-hander made his Test 
debut at the age of 21, replacing Michael 
Vaughan against India at Nagpur in 2006, and 
hit an unbeaten century in the second innings. 
• He missed the third match of that series 
because of illness but has made a record 158 
consecutive Test appearances since. 
• In total, Cook has played 161 tests and scored 
12,254 runs at an average of 44.88, which 
includes 32 hundreds and 56 half centuries. His 
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highest test score of 294 came against India at 
Birmingham during the 2011 series. 
• As an opener, he made a record 11,627 runs. In 
fact, he formed a great opening partnership with 
Strauss, scoring a combined 4,711 runs in 117 
innings between 2006 and 2012, which is the 
most by an England opening pair and third-most 
overall. Following Strauss' retirement in 2012, 
Cook had 12 different opening partners. 
• He also scored 3,204 runs at an average of 
36.40 in 92 one-day internationals but has not 
played since 2014. He made four Twenty20 
appearances for England. 
• Cook took over as captain from Andrew 
Strauss in 2012 and England went on to win 24 
Tests under his charge. Only Michael Vaughan 
has more with 26, although Cook lost a record 
22 Tests as skipper. 
• In 2012, Cook led England to their first victory 
in India for 27 years. England also won two 
Ashes series with him as the captain, at home in 
2013 and 2015, but faced a complete whitewash 
by 5-0 down under in 2013-14. 
• In 2016, Cook became the first England 
batsman to reach 10,000 Test runs, although 
England lost 4-0 to India in the same year and 
he resigned as captain in February 2017. 
 
2018 US Open  
Former world number one Novak Djokovic 
from Serbia won 2018 US Open title of tennis in 
men’s singles category by defeating Argentina’s 
Juan Martín del Potro (world no 3).  It was 
Djokovic’s third US Open title and overall 14th 
Grand Slam title. With this win, he equalled 
Pete Sampras’ haul of 14 Grand Slams. Further, 
he became seventh man to win US Open singles 
title at least thrice in the Open Era.  
Winners Women’s singles title: It was won by 
Japan’s Naomi Osaka by defeating Serena 
Williams of US by score of 6-2, 6-4 in the 
finals.  
Men’s Double title: It was won by US pair of 
Mike Bryan and Jack Sock. They defeated 
Łukasz Kubot (Poland) and Marcelo Melo 
(Brazil) by 6–3, 6–1 scror. 
Women’s Doubles title: It was won by Ashleigh 
Barty (Australia) and CoCo Vandeweghe (US). 

They defeated Tímea Babos (Hungary) and 
Kristina Mladenovic (France) pair by 3–6, 7–
6(7–2), 7–6(8–6). 
Mixed Doubles title: It was won by Jamie 
Murray (UK) and Bethanie Mattek-Sands 
(US). They defeated Alicja Rosolska (Poland) 
and Nikola Mektić (Croatia) pair by 2–6, 6–3, 
[11–9] score. 
 
FIFA U-20 Women’s World Cup 
• Japan defeated Spain 3-1 to win their first-
ever FIFA U-20 Women’s World Cup crown 
in Vannes on Friday evening. 
• The tournament was held in Brittany, France 
between August 5-24, 2018. 
• This was the ninth edition of the Women 
Under-20 World Cup football. 
• In France, will again the FIFA Women’s 
World Cup Football, 2019 held. 
• In this World Cup 16 teams participated and 
32 matches were played. 
• The tournament’s award of Golden Boot was 
given to Patricia Guijarro of Spain and award 
of best goal keeper was given to 
England’s Sandy Maciver. 
 
India Blue Wins Duleep Trophy 
 In 57th season of the tournament of Duleep 
Trophy held from 17 August to 9 September, 
2018. 
 India Blue defeated the defending champion, 
India Red by an innings and 187 runs. 
 N R Gangta was declared Man of the Match. 
Duleep Trophy: 
 Duleep Trophy is named after Kumar Shri 
Duleepsinhji. It was first played in 1961-62. 
 North zone and west zone are the most 
successful teams in Duleep Trophy; both teams 
have claimed the Trophy 18 times. 
 
Italian Grand Prix 
 Formula One World Race Championship, the 
14th race of the 2018 Italian Grand Prix Monza, 
completed on 2 September in Italy. 
 Winner-Louis Hamilton (U.K.), Team-
Mercedes (Germany) 
 Louis Hamilton has won this race five times. 
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AWARDS AND 
HONOURS 

 
Noble Prize- 2018 
Noble prize in physiology or medicine 
 James .P. Allison and Tasuku Honjo have 
been awarded this year’s noble prize in 
physiology or medicine ‘for their discovery of 
cancer therapy by inhibition of negative immune 
regulation. 
 The Laureates has shown how different 
strategies for inhibiting the brakes on the 
immune system can be used in the treatment of 
cancer. Their discoveries are a landmark in our 
fight against cancer. 
 
Noble laureates’ 2018 
Physics- Laser physics (Tools made for light). 
 Arthur Askin 
 Gerard Mourou 
 Donna Strickland 
 
Chemistry- “For the directed evolution of 
enzymes” and “For the phage display of 
peptides and antibodies”. 
 Frances H. Arnold 
 George P. Smith 
 Sir Gregory P. Winter 
 
Peace- a crucial contribution to focusing 
attention on, and combating, war crimes 
 Denis Mukwege 
 Nadia Murad 
 
Economic sciences- “for integrating climate 
change into long-run macroeconomic analysis" 
 William D. Nordhaus 
 Paul M. Romer 
 
National Sports Awards 2018 
announced; Mirabai Chanu, Virat 
Kohli to get Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna 
 
The National Sports Awards 2018 were 
announced by the Union Ministry of Youth 
Affairs and Sports on September 20, 2018. 

Cricket captain Virat Kohli and world champion 
weightlifter Mirabai Chanu will jointly be 
conferred with Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna award 
2018, India’s highest sporting honour. 
This year, the Ministry received a large number 
of nominations for these awards. The 
nominations were considered by the Selection 
Committees consisting of a former Olympian, 
Arjuna Awardees, Dronacharya Awardees, 
Dhyan Chand Awardees, Sport Journalists, 
Experts and sports administrators.  
• The Selection Committee for Rajiv Gandhi 
Khel Ratna Award and Arjuna Awards was 
headed by Justice Indermeet Kaur Kochhar 
(Former Judge of High Court of Delhi High 
Court).  
• The Selection Committee for Dronacharya 
Awards and Dhyan Chand Awards was headed 
by Justice Mukul Mudgal (Former Chief Justice 
of High Court of Punjab and Haryana).  
• The Selection Committee for Rashtriya Khel 
Protsahan Puruskar was headed by Rahul 
Bhatnagar, Secretary (Sports).  
• The Selection Committee for MAKA Trophy 
was headed by Ashok Kumar, former Olympian. 
Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna 2018 recipients 

S. No. Name of the 
Sportsperson 

Discipline 

1. S. Mirabai Chanu Weightlifting 

2. Virat Kohli Cricket 
• The Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna is the highest 
sporting honour of India. 
• The award is named after Rajiv Gandhi, 
former Prime Minister of India who served the 
office from 1984 to 1989. 
• The recipient(s) is/are selected by a committee 
constituted by the Ministry and is honoured for 
their "spectacular and most outstanding 
performance in the field of sports over a period 
of four years" at international level. 
• The award comprises a medallion, a citation, 
and a cash prize of Rupees 7.5 lakh. 
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Dronacharya Awards 2018 recipients 

S. No. Name of the Coach Discipline 

1 Subedar  Chenanda 
Achaiah  Kuttappa 

Boxing 

2 Vijay Sharma Weightlifting 

3 A. Srinivasa Rao Table Tennis 

4 Sukhdev  Singh 
 Pannu 

Athletics 

5 Clarence Lobo Hockey (Life 
Time) 

6 Tarak Sinha Cricket (Life 
Time) 

7 Jiwan Kumar 
Sharma 

Judo (Life 
Time) 

8 V.R. Beedu Athletics 
(Life Time) 

• The Dronacharya Award honours the sports 
coaches of India. 
• The award is named after Drona, often referred 
as "Dronacharya" or "Guru Drona", a character 
from the Sanskrit epic Mahabharata of ancient 
India. 
• Recipients are selected by a committee 
constituted by the Union Ministry of Youth 
Affairs and Sports and are honoured to have 
done "outstanding and meritorious work on a 
consistent basis and enabled sportspersons to 
excel in international events" over a period of 
four years. 
• The award comprises a bronze statuette of 
Dronacharya, a certificate, ceremonial dress, and 
a cash prize of Rupees 5 lakh. 

Arjuna Awards 2018 recipients 

S. No. Name of the 
Sportsperson 

Discipline 

1 Neeraj Chopra Athletics 

2 Jinson Johnson Athletics 

3 Hima Das Athletics 

4 Nelakurthi Sikki Badminton 

Reddy 

5 Satish Kumar Boxing 

6 Smriti Mandhana Cricket 

7 Shubhankar Sharma Golf 

8 Manpreet Singh Hockey 

9 Savita Hockey 

10 Col. Ravi Rathore Polo 

11 Rahi Sarnobat Shooting 

12 Ankur Mittal Shooting 

13 Shreyasi Singh Shooting 

14 Manika Batra Table Tennis 

15 G. Sathiyan Table Tennis 

16 Rohan Bopanna Tennis 

17 Sumit Wrestling 

18 Pooja Kadian Wushu 

19 Ankur Dhama Para-Athletics 

20 Manoj Sarkar Para-
Badminton 

• The Arjuna Awards are given by the Union 
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports to 
recognize outstanding achievement in National 
sports. 
• Instituted in 1961, the award carries a cash 
prize of Rupees 5 lakh, a bronze statue of 
Arjuna and a scroll. 

Dhyan Chand Award 2018 recipients 

S. No. Name of the 
Sportsperson 

Discipline 

1 Satyadev Prasad Archery 

2 Bharat Kumar 
Chetri 

Hockey 

3 Bobby Aloysius Athletics 

4 Chougale Dadu 
Dattatray 

Wrestling 

• The Dhyan Chand Award is the lifetime 
achievement sporting honour of India. 
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• The award is named after Dhyan Chand, an 
Indian field hockey player. 
• Recipients are selected by a committee 
constituted by the Ministry and are honoured for 
their contributions to sports both during their 
active sporting career and after retirement. 
• The award comprises a statuette, a certificate, 
ceremonial dress, and a cash prize of Rupees 5 
lakh. 

Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puruskar 2018 
recipients 

S. No. Category Name of the 
entity 

1. Identification and 
Nurturing of 
Budding & Young 
Talent 

Rashtriya 
Ispat Nigam 
Limited 

2. Encouragement to 
Sports through 
Corporate Social 
Responsibility 

JSW Sports 

3. Sports for 
Development 

Isha Outreach 

• Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puruskar is given 
to the corporate entities (both in private and 
public sector) and to individuals who have 
played a visible role in the area of sports 
promotion and development. 
• Recipients of Rashtriya Khel Protsahan 
Puruskar are awarded with the trophies and 
certificates. 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy 
2017-18 

The Guru Nanak Dev University of 
Amritsar was chosen as the recipient of the 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy 
2017-18. 

• The Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) is 
awarded to the overall top performing university 
in inter-university tournaments. 
• The overall top performing university is 
awarded with the MAKA Trophy, award money 
of Rs 10 lakh and a certificate. 
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PLAN & 
PROGRAMME 

 
India’s Zero Hunger Programme to be 
launched in Gorakhpur, Koraput and 
Thane 
India’s ambitious Zero Hunger Programme 
through interventions in form sector will be 
launched in three districts, namely- Gorakhpur 
in Uttar Pradesh, Koraput in Odisha and Thane 
in Maharashtra, on 16 October 2017. 
16 October is observed globally as World Food 
Day. The zero hunger programme planned in 
these three districts will focus on agriculture, 
nutrition, and health in a symbiotic manner. 
Information regarding the ambitious Zero 
Hunger Programme was given by the eminent 
agriculture scientist and as the father of 'green 
revolution' in India, M S Swaminathan. The 
Programme will be initiated by the Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research the (ICAR) in 
association with the Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR), the MS Swaminathan 
Research Foundation and the Biotechnology 
Industry Research Assistance Council (BIRAC). 
Manual titled Living conditions in 
Institutions for Children in conflict with Law 
released by WCD Ministry 
 
Key highlights of the Zero Hunger 
Programme 
• The programme will ensure suitable methods 
of measuring the impact of an intervention. 
• M S Swaminathan said, “There will be an 
intensive training programme in order to 
identify the nutritional maladies in each district 
and the appropriate agricultural/horticultural and 
animal husbandry remedies.” 
• The concerned state governments will also be 
involved in the programme which consists of 
organisations of the farming system for 
nutrition, setting up genetic gardens for 
biofortified plants/crops and initiation of a 'Zero 
Hunger' training. 

What is Genetic Garden for biofortified 
plants/crops? 
It is a garden that contains the germplasm of 
naturally biofortified crops or such crops 
through plant breeding. These gardens are a 
house for plants and crops that help supplement 
micro-nutrient deficiencies, including iron, 
iodine, vitamin A and zinc among others. 
While announcing the plan, Swaminathan said 
that he hopes that an integrated programme will 
help us to achieve the Zero Hunger District 
goals surely and speedily. 
 
Union Government launches Sparsh Leprosy 
Awareness Campaign 
Reports suggest that many more districts will be 
covered under the programme in recent future. 
The programme will be implemented in sync 
with India’s Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) to end hunger by 2030. These three 
districts, Thane, Koraput, and Gorakhpur, will 
be acting as a model for this integrated approach 
to deal with hunger and malnutrition by 
adopting suitable agriculture/horticulture 
practices. 
 
Note: India’s Zero Hunger Programme will be 
launched in addition to what plans were 
announced/planned to deal with the issue of 
malnutrition by the government. Government 
plans to make India malnutrition free by 2022. 
Under the UN-approved SDGs, which were 
adopted by countries including India in 2015, 
the government is expected to ensure sustainable 
food production systems and implement resilient 
agricultural practices in the country. 
(Source: Economic Times) 
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YEAR, DAY & WEEK 
 
Engineers day 2018 
• Recently, National Engineers Day was 
celebrated on 15 September, 2018. 
• This day is celebrated in India on the birth 
anniversary of Visvesvaraya, who is considered 
as one of the best engineer of the country. 
• Visvesvaraya successfully designed and 
constructed several river dams, bridges and 
revolutionized the irrigation system in India by 
implementing irrigation and drinking water 
system all over the country. 
• He is a Bharat Ratna awardee. 
• The theme of Engineer’s Day 2018 
was ‘Engineering Challenges for Knowledge 
Era’. 
 
Hindi Diwas 
• In order of promoting and glorifying the 
prosperity of Hindi language Hindi Diwas is 
celebrated on 14 September every year since 
1953. 
• Hindi written in Devnagri script is adopted 
and enacted as the official language of the 
Republic of India on 14 September 1949. 
• In context of making Hindi as the official 
language of India it is as such mentioned in the 
article 343(1) of part 17th of Indian 
Constitution: The official language of the 
Union shall be Hindi in Devanagari script. 
The form of numerals to be used for the 
official purposes of the Union shall be the 
international form of Indian numerals. 
 
Celebrations: 
• Hindi Diwas marks organization of essays, 
debate competitions, poetry, plays and 
exhibitions in schools, colleges and educational 
institutions. 
• Apart from this, Hindi fortnight from 
September 14 to the next 15 days is organized in 
government offices. 
 
Provision of Awards: 
• To encourage the implementation of the 
Official Language the Department of Official 

language has introduced a award scheme named 
‘Rajsabha Kirti Puraskar’ under various 
descriptions from the financial year 2015-16 
annually. 
 
Notable Facts: 
• Hindi is the fourth largest language in the 
world on grounds of diction. 
• According to the latest figures, currently 
43.63 percent of the peoples in India speak 
Hindi.However in 2001, the figure was 41.3 
percent. 
• According to the Census, there was 
increment of 10 crore speakers of Hindi between 
2001 and 2011 making clear that Hindi is the 
fastest growing language in the country. 
• Nowadays, Hindi is widely promoted and 
practiced by leading multinational companies 
such as Google, Amazon, Snapdeal, etc.These 
companies are now emphasizing Hindi by 
launching of its services in Hindi and other 
regional languages. 
• Fiji has also adopted Hindi under the status 
of official language. It is also called Fijian Hindi 
or Fijian Hindustani. This is a composite form 
of Awadhi, Bhojpuri and other dialects. 
 
World Hindi Day: 
• The World Hindi Day is observed annually 
on 10 January since its inception in 2006 for the 
promotion of the language at the global stage. 
 
World Suicide Prevention Day 
• World Suicide Prevention Day (WSPD), is 
organized by the International Association for 
Suicide Prevention (IASP) on 10 
September every year. 
• WHO has been co-sponsor of the day. 
• The purpose of this day to aware the world 
that suicide can be prevented. 
• The World Health Organization estimates 
that over 800,000 people die by suicide each 
year – that’s one person every 40 seconds, of 
these 13500 are residents of India. 
• In Australia more than 2800 people die each 
year with latest figures (2016) telling us that 
2,866 Australians took their own life. 
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• Theme: ‘Take a minute, Change a life’. 
• There is a MYTH that only people with 
mental disorders are Suicidal. But it is a fact that 
being suicidal is a sign of deep unhappiness, but 
not necessarily of mental disorder. NOT all 
people who take their own lives have a mental 
disorder. 
• It is also a MYTH that, Most suicides 
happen suddenly without warning. But the 
majority of suicides have been preceded by 
warning signs. It is important to be aware of 
what the warning signs are and to look out for 
them. 
 
International Day of Peace 2018 
observed globally 
21 September: International Day of Peace 
 
The International Day of Peace was observed 
across the world on September 21, 2018 to 
recognise the efforts of those who have worked 
hard to end conflict and promote peace. The 
International Day of Peace is also a day of 
ceasefire. 

Theme 
2018 Theme: “The Right to Peace - The 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights at 70” 
This year’s theme celebrates the 70th anniversary 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, a 
milestone document in the history of human 
rights. 
The Declaration was adopted by the United 
Nations General Assembly in Paris on December 
10, 1948 as a common standard of achievement 
for all peoples and all nations. It was drafted by 
representatives with different legal and cultural 
backgrounds from all regions of the world. 
The Universal Declaration is the most translated 
document in the world, available in more than 500 
languages. It states in Article 3, “Everyone has the 
right to life, liberty and security of person” and 
these elements build the foundation of freedom, 
justice and peace in the world. 
 
When was the Day proclaimed? 
The International Day of Peace was established 
in 1981 by resolution 36/67 of the United 

Nations General Assembly to coincide with the 
opening session of the assembly, which was 
held annually on the third Tuesday of 
September. The first International Day of Peace 
was observed in September 1982. 
 
In 2001, the General Assembly, by unanimous 
vote, adopted resolution 55/282, which 
established 21 September as an annual day of 
non-violence and cease-fire as well. 
 
On this day, the United Nations invites all 
nations and people to honour a cessation of 
hostilities during the Day, and to commemorate 
the Day through education and public awareness 
on issues related to peace. 
 
International Literacy Day 2018 
observed globally 
8 September: International Literacy Day 
2018  
 
The 52nd International Literacy Day was 
celebrated across the world on September 8, 
2018 with an aim to highlight improvements in 
world literacy rates, and reflect on the existing 
literacy challenges. 
Theme 2018: Literacy and skills development 
This year's theme explores integrated 
approaches that simultaneously support the 
development of literacy and skills, to ultimately 
improve people’s lives and contribute to 
equitable and sustainable societies. 
The day was commemorated by a two-day 
special event at UNESCO’s headquarters, Paris. 
It also saw the hosting of the 2018 UNESCO 
International Literacy Prize awards ceremony. 
 
The Literacy Prizes consists of five prizes. They 
are International Reading Association Literacy 
Award, Noma Literacy Prize, UNESCO King 
Sejong Literacy Prize, The Malcolm Adiseshiah 
International Literacy Prize and UNESCO 
Confucius Prize for Literacy. 
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Literacy, a part of UN's Sustainable 
Development Goals 

The issue of literacy is a key component of the 
UN's Sustainable Development Goals and the 
UN's 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. 
As per Sustainable Development Goal 4, the 
aim is to ensure inclusive and equitable quality 
education and promote lifelong learning 
opportunities for all. The target is that by 2030 
all youth and a substantial proportion of adults, 
both men and women, achieve literacy and 
numeracy. 
How International Literacy Day 2018 was 
celebrated in India?     
The Union Ministry of Human Resource and 
Development (MHRD) organised a panel 
discussion on the occasion of International 
Literacy Day. The panel was headed by chief 
guest HRD Minister Prakash Javadekar and the 
guest of honour, Upendra Kushwaha.  
 
In India, the day was celebrated at Vigyan 
Bhawan in New Delhi with the same theme. 
 
When was the Day proclaimed and Why? 
• On this day, in 1965, the World Congress of 
Ministers of Education met in Tehran, capital of 
Iran, for the first time to discuss the programme 
of education at the international level. 
• The day was given its status by UNESCO in its 
14th session in November 1966. 
• Ever since then, the day is celebrated annually 
on 8 September by most of the member 
countries. 
• The main objective behind the day’s 
observance was to mobilise public opinion in 
favour of struggle against illiteracy. 
• Every year, a theme is chosen to highlight the 
importance of literacy associated issues. 
• The day is a forum to disseminate information 
on literacy and raise public awareness and the 
significance of literacy for individual and 
national development. 
 

*** 


