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NATIONAL EVENTS 
 

HRD Ministry launches Atal rankings 
for Higher Education Institutions 
The Union Human Resource Development 
Minister Prakash Javadekar on August 30, 2018 
launched the Innovation Cell and Atal Ranking 
of Institutions on Innovation Achievements 
(ARIIA) in New Delhi. 
The development aims to promote a culture of 
innovation and research in higher education. 
Speaking on the occasion, the Minister said that 
India lacks innovation, it is a challenge for India 
to innovate, and innovation will make it prosper. 
He further said that new thinking must be 
encouraged and every college must have an 
innovation cell. 

Innovation Cell 
Objective 
The main objective of the cell would be to 
encourage, inspire and nurture young students 
by exposing them to new ideas and processes 
resulting in innovative activities in their 
formative years, which will be fostered through 
a network of innovation clubs in higher 
educational institutions. 
Key Details 
• The cell has been established at the All India 
Council for Technical Education (AICTE) in 
New Delhi to systematically foster the culture of 
innovation in all Higher Education Institutions 
(HEIs) across the country. 
• It would be headed by a scientist and will 
comprise a senior ministry official and a host of 
young professionals. 
• The cell’s establishment comes after India’s 
ranking in the Global Innovation Index ranking 
improved significantly from 66 in 2016 to 57 in 
2018, among a total of 127 countries. 

ARIIA 
Objective- 
Named after former PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the 
Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation 
Achievements (ARIIA) has been launched to 
systematically rank education institutions and 
universities primarily for innovation output based 

on all major indicators and parameters that are 
used globally. 
The ARIIA will primarily focus on 5 main 
parameters: 
• Budget expenses and revenue generated through 
innovation and entrepreneurship development 
• Facilitating access to advance centres/ facilities 
and entrepreneurial support system 
• Idea to Entrepreneurship 
• Development of Innovation Ecosystems 
supported through teaching and learning 
• Best innovative solutions developed in-house for 
improving governance of your institution 
Key Details 
• All recognized Indian education institutions are 
eligible to participate in the ARIIA ranking. 
• The ARIIA parameters have been primarily 
organized in 5 broad heads, which will be further 
elaborated into suitable sub-heads. 
• Each broad head will have an overall weight 
assigned to it and accordingly, the various 
subheads will be assigned appropriate weight 
distribution. 
• To ensure transparency in the ranking system, an 
attempt will be made to identify the relevant data 
needed to suitably measure the performance score 
under each sub-head. 
• The main emphasis will be on identifying the 
data that the institution can easily provide or 
which is easy to obtain from third-party sources 
and easily verifiable, wherever verification is 
necessary. 
• The overall score will be calculated based on the 
weights allotted to each head. The maximum 
value of the score will be 100. 
• The institutions will be issued ranks on the basis 
of their overall score. 
Significance 
• ARIIA ranking will help inspire Indian 
institutions to reorient their mindset and build 
ecosystems to encourage high-quality research, 
innovation and entrepreneurship. 
• More than quantity, ARIIA will focus on the 
quality of innovations and will try to measure the 
real impact created by these innovations nationally 
and internationally. 
• The ranking system will also set the tone and 
direction for institutions for future development 
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for making them globally competitive and in the 
forefront of innovation. 
 
State Energy Efficiency Preparedness 
Index 
 On 1 August, 2018 Bureau of Energy 
Efficiency (BEE) and Alliance for an Energy 
Efficient Economy (AEEE), released the ‘State 
Energy Efficiency Preparedness Index. 
 The index is released to create awareness 
about energy efficiency as a resource and to 
develop an action plan for energy conservation 
initiatives. 
 The nationwide Index is a joint effort of the 
NITI Aayog and Bureau of Energy Efficiency. 
 The State Energy Efficiency Preparedness 
Index has 63 indicators across Building, 
Industry, Municipality, Transport, Agriculture 
and DISCOM with 4 crosscutting indicators. 
 The State Energy Efficiency Index 
categorizes states based upon their efforts and 
achievements towards energy efficiency 
implementation as ‘Front runner’ (points greater 
than 60), ‘Achiever’ (points between 50-60), 
‘Contender’ (point between 30-49) and 
‘Aspirant’ (points below 30). 
 The ‘Front runner’ states in the inaugural 
edition of the State Energy Efficiency Index are 
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Maharashtra, Punjab 
and Rajasthan. 
 Kerala is top among states and union 
territories with 77 points. 
 
State Investment Potential Index 
 On August 3, 2018, The National Council of 
Applied Economic Research, NCAER, released 
State Investment Potential Index-2018. 
 It is third edition of NCAER Sate Investment 
Potential Index (N-SIPI) covering 20 states and 
Delhi. 
 The index does not include the six North- 
Eastern states, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, 
Meghalaya, Mizoram Nagaland and Tripura, as 
well as Sikkim, Goa and Jammu & Kashmir. 
 NCAER launched the N-SIPI series in March 
2016 and the second N-SIPI 2017 was released 
in July 2017. 

 The index ranks competitiveness of states on 
six pillars: Land, Labour, Infrastructure, 
Economic climate, Political stability & 
Governance and Business perceptions. 
 These Pillars classified under following four 
broad categories: Factor Driven (labour & land), 
Perceptions Driven (Survey based responses), 
Efficiency Driven (Infrastructure) and Growth 
Driven (Economic climate, Political stability & 
Governance). 
 NCAER contacted 1,049 business enterprises 
of different sizes in manufacturing and services 
sector for the survey. 
 Delhi, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Haryana, 
Maharashtra and Kerala are the top six most 
favorable states for business investment. 
 Delhi jumps one spot to lead N-SIPI 2018; 
Gujarat loses its first spot and slips to the third 
position; Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu move 
into the top five. 
 Delhi tops the rankings under the third and 
fourth pillars on infrastructure and economic 
conditions in the state. 
 Tamil Nadu comes in second place and tops 
the rankings in labour and governance. 
 Assam, Jharkhand and Bihar are ranked 
among the least favorable states for investment, 
they are ranked higher under individual pillars, 
with Bihar doing better in the labour pillar, 
Assam in the land pillar, and Jharkhand in the 
economy pillar. 
 Chhattisgarh and Karnataka maintain their 
ranks from last year at the 14th and 9th positions, 
respectively. 
 Uttar Pradesh ranked 18 in N-SIPI-2018. 
 
Top Cabinet Approvals: 30 August 
2018 
Union Cabinet approves additional 2 
percent Dearness Allowance (DA) for 
Central Government employees and 
Dearness Relief (DR) to pensioners. 
• The Union Cabinet has approved to release an 
additional installment of Dearness Allowance 
(DA) to Central Government employees and 
Dearness Relief (DR) to pensioners with effect 
from July 1, 2018, representing an increase of 2 
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per cent over the existing rate of 7 per cent of 
the basic pay/pension, to compensate for price 
rise. 
• The combined impact on the exchequer on 
account of both DA and DR would be Rs 
6112.20 crore per annum and Rs 4074.80 crore 
in the financial year 2018-19 (for a period of 08 
months from July, 2018 to February, 2019). 
• This will benefit about 48.41 lakh Central 
Government employees and 62.03 lakh 
pensioners. 
• This increase is in accordance with the 
accepted formula, which is based on the 
recommendations of the 7th Central Pay 
Commission. 
 
Cabinet approves Revised Cost 
Estimate for setting up of India Post 
Payments Bank 
• The Union Cabinet has given its approval for 
revision of the project outlay for setting up of 
India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) from Rs 800 
crore to Rs 1435 crore. 
• The additional sum of Rs 635 crore in the 
revised cost estimates is on account of Rs 400 
crore for Technology Costs and Rs 235 crore for 
Human Resource Costs. 
• The IPPB services shall be available at 650 
IPPB branches and 3250 Access Points from 
September 1, 2018 and in all 1.55 lakh post 
offices (Access Points) by December 2018. 
• The project will generate new employment 
opportunities for about 3500 skilled banking 
professionals and other entities engaged in 
propagating financial literacy across the country. 
• The objective of the project is to build the most 
accessible, affordable and trusted bank for the 
common man, spearhead the financial inclusion 
agenda by removing the barriers for the 
unbanked and reduce the opportunity cost for 
the under banked populace through assisted 
doorstep banking.  
 
Cabinet apprised of MoU between 
India, Republic of Korea on 
cooperation in the field of railways 
• The Union Cabinet has been apprised of an 

MoU signed between India’s Research Designs 
and Standards Organisation (RDSO) and 
Republic of Korea Railroad Research Institute 
(KRRI) to strengthen and promote scientific and 
technical cooperation in the field of railways. 
The MoU was signed July 10, 2018.  
• The agreement will provide a platform for 
Indian Railways to interact and share the latest 
developments and knowledge in the railway 
sector with its Korean counterpart.  
• It will also facilitate exchange of technical 
experts, reports and technical documents, 
training and seminars and workshops focusing 
on specific technology areas and other 
interactions for knowledge sharing. 
• The Ministry of Railways has signed MoUs for 
technical cooperation in the rail sector with 
various foreign governments and national 
railways. The identified areas of cooperation 
include high speed corridors, speed raising of 
existing routes, development of world class 
stations, heavy haul operations and 
modernisation of rail infrastructure. 
 
Cabinet apprised of MoU between 
India, UK and Northern Ireland on 
cooperation in the fields of animal 
husbandry, dairying and fisheries 
• The Union Cabinet has been apprised of an 
MoU signed between India and United Kingdom 
(UK) and Northern Ireland for cooperation in 
the fields of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and 
Fisheries. The MoU was signed on April 17, 
2018. 
• The agreement aims to develop bilateral 
cooperation in the field of animal husbandry, 
dairying and fisheries for the purpose of 
increasing production and productivity of Indian 
livestock and fisheries. 
• The partnership is expected to improve 
livestock health, livestock breeding and fisheries 
aiming at enhancing dairy, fisheries and animal 
products for domestic consumption and export. 
• It would also promote management and 
mechanism to enrich feed and fodder 
nutritionally and its bulk transportation in deficit 
areas to realise higher productivity and 
production in livestock and also sanitary issues 
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concerning trade in livestock, animal husbandry 
and animal products. 
• A Joint Working Group (JWG) consisting of 
representatives of each party shall be created to 
formulate joint programs and to facilitate 
cooperation and consultation. 
 
Cabinet approves MoU between India, 
Bulgaria in the field of tourism 
• The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has approved the signing of 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between 
India and Bulgaria for strengthening cooperation 
in the field of Tourism. 
The main objectives of the MoU include:  
- Expand bilateral cooperation in the tourism 
sector and  exchange information and data 
related to tourism. 
- Exchange visits of Tour Operators / Media 
/Opinion Makers for promotion of two way 
tourism and establish   exchange   programme 
for  cooperation   in   Human   Resource 
Development. 
- Encourage cooperation between tourism 
stakeholders including Hotels and Tour 
operators and exchange experiences in the areas 
of promotion, marketing, destination 
development and management. 
- Foster bilateral cooperation through  film 
tourism  for promoting the two countries as 
attractive tourism destinations and promote safe, 
honourable and sustainable tourism. 
• India and Bulgaria had previously signed an 
agreement on cooperation in the field of tourism 
on May 26, 1994. Bulgaria is a potential tourism 
market for India, as we received approximately 
5288 tourists from the nation in 2017. 
 
Cabinet approves MoU between India, 
USA in insurance regulatory sector 
• The Union Cabinet has approved the signing of 
an MoU between Insurance Regulatory and 
Development Authority of India (IRDAI) and 
the Federal Insurance Office, USA. 
• The agreement provides a framework for 
cooperation and coordination, including for the 
exchange of information and research assistance 

with respect to each authority’s overview and 
other lawful responsibilities. 
• Under the agreement, both the countries have 
agreed to share their experiences on various 
regulatory functions and provide mutual 
assistance including training activities.   
• They have also agreed to continue to facilitate 
cooperation on international standard-setting 
activities, financial stability and the 
development and implementation of consumer 
protection through sound prudential regulation 
of the insurance sector. 
• India and USA have strong business relations 
with each other and both the countries have been 
in regular discussions at various political and 
official levels.  
 
Cabinet approves signing of Air 
Services agreement between India, 
Morocco 
• The Union Cabinet has approved the revised 
air services agreement to be signed between 
India and Morocco.  
• After the new Air Services Agreement comes 
into force, the existing Air Services Agreement 
of December, 2004 shall stand superseded.   
• The Air Services Agreement signifies an 
important landmark in the civil aviation 
relations between India and Morocco and has 
the potential to spur greater trade, investment, 
tourism and cultural exchanges between the two 
countries.   
• It will provide enabling environment for 
enhanced and seamless connectivity while 
providing commercial opportunities to the 
carriers of both the sides ensuring greater safety 
and security. 
 
Major features of the Agreement include: 
- Multiple designation of Airlines by each party 
- The designated Airline of each party can enter 
into cooperative marketing arrangements with 
the designated carriers of same party, other party 
and that of a third party. 
- This agreement also allows designated airlines 
of either countries to establish offices in the 
territory of other country for the promotion and 
sale of air services. 
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- The designated airlines of the both countries 
would also be able to operate any number of 
services to and from the six points specified in 
the Route Schedule of the ASA. 
- Hence, while Indian designated carriers will be 
able to operate any number of services to and 
from Casablanca, Rabat, Marrakesh, Agadir, 
Tangier and Fez in Morocco, the designated 
carriers of Morocco will be able to operate any 
number of services to and from New Delhi, 
Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai, Bengaluru and 
Hyderabad.    
 
Cabinet approves Trade Cooperation 
Framework between India, Rwanda  
The Union Cabinet has given its ex-post facto 
approval for the trade cooperation framework 
between India and Rwanda.  The framework 
was signed on July 23, 2018.  
The agreement will facilitate better trade and 
economic relations between the two countries. 
 
UIDAI makes facial recognition 
mandatory for Aadhaar authentication 
Unique Identification Authority of India 
(UIDAI) has announced a new measure that 
seeks to facial recognition mandatory for every 
authentication that requires Aadhaar. The 
information was shared by UIDAI CEO Ajay 
Bhushan Pandey on August 24. 
The measure is being implemented following 
official circulars issued by UIDAI to 
Authentication User Agencies, Authentication 
Service Agencies and certified biometric device 
providers. 
 
Objective- 
The measure is being used to provide an added 
security layer and also make the Aadhaar 
process more inclusive. 
 
Key Highlights- 
• According to the new measure, the facial 
recognition will come as an additional feature 
along with the regular authentication process 
that includes identification of an individual 
based on fingerprints or eye scans. 

• The services that most commonly require 
Aadhaar authentication include issuance of 
mobile SIM, banks, public distribution system 
and office attendance at government offices. 
• There have been numerous instances where 
people have been excluded from Aadhaar 
authentication as their fingerprints were worn 
out due to old age or because of being involved 
in manual labour or agriculture.  
• The use of facial recognition will help include 
such people in the Aadhaar authentication 
process. 
• The process will be rolled out in a phased 
manner and it would be initially mandated for 
the providers of SIM cards of telecom 
companies.  
• The telecom operators have been directed that 
at least 10 per cent of their total monthly 
authentication transactions should be performed 
using facial recognition with effect from 
September 15, 2018. 
 
PM Modi’s Independence Day Speech 
2018 - Key Highlights 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on August 15, 
2018 addressed the country on the occasion of 
the 72nd Independence Day at Red Fort, Delhi.  
PM Modi highlighted the overall achievements 
during the past year, important social issues and 
also drew attention on further developments in 
the country. 

Major Achievements 

India has become the sixth largest 
economy of the world. 
LPG gas connections to every woman in rural 
and urban areas.  
The country is constructing twice the highways 
and four times more houses in the villages. 
The country is producing record 
foodgrains and manufacturing record number 
of mobile phones. 
The sale of tractors has reached a new high. 
After independence, the country is buying 
largest numbers of airplanes. 
The new IIMs, IITs and AIIMS are being 
established in the country. 
The mission of Skill Development is being 
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encouraged by establishing new centres in 
small places. 
Start-up programmes have mushroomed in Tier 
II and Tier III cities. 
Efforts are in progress to compile a ‘common 
sign’ dictionary for disable persons. 
The minimum support price for many crops 
has been increased to more than 1.5 times the 
input costs.  
Benami Property Law has been implemented 
with great courage. 
India has reached 100th position in the ‘ease of 
doing business’ ranking. 
India’s stature has increased at the international 
forums; India has voiced its opinions strongly 
on such forums. 
13 crore people have availed Mudra Loan, of 
this, 4 crore are youth who have availed loan 
for the very first time and are self-employed 
and progressing independently. 
In fisheries, India has emerged second largest 
country of the world. 
The export of honey has doubled. 
As a boon for sugarcane farmers, 
the production of ethanol has tripled. 
The sale of Khadi has doubled. 
Key highlights of PM Modi’s Independence 
Day Speech 2018- 
 
Constitutional status to the OBC commission- 
The demand to give constitutional status to the 
OBC commission had been raised for years. 
This year during the Monsoon Parliament 
Session 2018, the parliament accorded the 
constitutional status to the OBC commission in 
an effort to protect the interests of backward 
classes. 
 
Developments in the North East Region- 
• The last village in the North East has been 
electrified. 
• Developments in highways, railways, airways, 
waterways and information ways (I-ways) from 
North East. 
• Our youths from the North East are 
establishing BPO in their areas. 
• The North East region has turned to be a hub 
of organic farming. 

• Sports university is being set up in North East. 
• There was a time when North East felt distant 
from Delhi but within last four years we have 
succeeded to get Delhi to the threshold of North 
East. 
 
Tripura and Meghalaya liberated from 
AFSPA  
With the efforts of security forces, the State 
Governments, and also due to the 
implementation of Central and State 
Government developmental schemes, Tripura 
and Meghalaya have been liberated from the 
Armed Forces Special Power Act. 

Inclusive initiatives of the government 

• Housing for All Electrification for all 
Villages 

• Cooking gas for all 
• Water for all 
• Sanitation for all 
• Skill development for all 
• Health for all 
• Health insurance coverage for all 
• Internet connectivity for all 
Future Developments: 
 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana Abhiyan 
(Ayushman Bharat) 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the 
launch of world's largest government-funded 
programme – ‘Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 
Abhiyaan’. It will be launched on the birth 
anniversary of Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyay on 
September 25, 2018. 
Under this scheme, any person can get relief 
from diseases by going to the good hospitals. 
The healthcare initiative will have a positive 
impact on 50 crore Indians under Ayushman 
Bharat. 
Under the Ayushman Bharat, 10 crore families 
will be able to get health insurance benefits, it 
means nearly 50 crore citizens will be covered. 
Each family will get 5 lakh rupees health 
coverage annually.  
Launch of 'Gaganyaan' by 2022- 
PM Modi announces manned space mission 
taking Indian astronauts to space on board 



VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW B-36, Sector-C, Aliganj, Lucknow 
Cont.9415011892/93 

 

9 

 

'Gaganyaan' by 2022. India will be the fourth 
country to do this. Prior to the actual launch of 
this manned mission by 2022, the ISRO will 
have two unmanned missions and spacecraft 
will be launched using GSLV Mark-III. 
 
NAVIC-  
With the help of scientists, India will be 
launching ‘NAVIC’ which will be very useful 
for the fishermen and others. 
 
Doubling of farmer’s income- 
• For the first time, India is progressing in the 
path of Agriculture Export Policy so as to 
enable farmers to emerge powerful in the world 
market. 
• Now new avenues of organic farming, blue 
revolution, sweet revolution, solar farming have 
emerged. 
• To bring modernisation and advancement in 
the field of agriculture, the country will witness 
the increase in farmer’s income to almost 
double by 75th year of Independence. 
• India looks forward to adopt value addition 
right from ‘seeds - to –market’. 
• The farmers are now focussing on solar 
farming, a move that will enable them to 
contribute to agriculture and at the same time 
earn money by sale of solar energy. 
 
Swatch Bharat Abhiyaan to be completed in 
2019 
India has succeeded to mobilise 
‘Swatchagrahis’.  On the occasion of 150th birth 
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, crores of 
Swatchagrahis plan to pay tribute to respected 
Gandhiji in the form of Swatch Bharat in 2019. 
According to WHO report, 3 lakh children have 
been saved because of Swachchta Campaign.  
 
 
Further Developments in the field of health- 
New avenues are emerging for middle class 
families and youth in the field of health.  New 
hospitals will be constructed in 2 tier and 3 tier 
cities.  Medical staff will be established in huge 
numbers.  Employment opportunities will be 
more in the years to come. 

 
100 years of the Jallianwala Bagh massacre- 
The year 2019 will mark 100 years of the 
Jallianwala Bagh massacre.  
 
Appointment of women officers in the Armed 
Forces- 
Through Short Service Commission, women 
officers will be appointed in the Armed Forces 
of India.  Transparency will be maintained in 
this process.  Women officials will be treated at 
par with male counterparts. 
 
Ban on instant Triple Talak- 
Triple Talak has endangered the lives of Muslim 
women.  Those who did not get Talak (divorce) 
are also sailing in the same boat. During the 
Monsoon Parliament Session 2018, the 
government has introduced the Muslim Women 
(Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bill, 2017 to 
make instant triple talaq a criminal offence. The 
Bill is yet to be passed by the parliament. 
 
Initiatives for rural people of Jammu and 
Kashmir 
• In the months to come, rural people of Jammu 
and Kashmir will be able to enjoy their rights.  
They will be able to take care of themselves.   
• The funds that the central government gives to 
the Gram Panchayaths of the state will be useful 
for development. 
• The government has also arranged for the 
elections to panchayats and local institutions. 
 
Railways to give 50 per cent 
reservation to women in RPF 
recruitment 
Indian Railways will soon provide 50 per cent 
reservation to women in the recruitment of 
Railway Protection Force (RPF). 
The announcement was made Union Minister of 
Railways Piyush Goyal on August 12, 2018 
while inaugurating various rail projects in Patna, 
Bihar. The decision is a part of a major bid to 
increase the employment of women in Indian 
Railways. 
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Key Highlights-  
• The Railways has decided to provide 50 per 
cent reservation to women in the upcoming RPF 
recruitment process, which will involve 
recruitment of around 9500-10000 RPF jawans. 
• In total, about 10,000 jobs are expected to be 
created in the RPF. The recruitment for the same 
is expected to begin soon. 
• The recruitment process will reportedly be 
fully computerised, based on a computer test, to 
maintain transparency. The Ministry will not be 
conducting interviews. 
• Besides, the Railway Ministry has decided to 
install CCTV cameras at 6000 stations and 
important trains.  
 
Significance- 
The announcement comes days after an all-
women staff goods train was flagged off from 
Deen Daal Upadhyay Station. The railway 
station was recently renamed. Formerly, it was 
known as Mughalsarai Junction. 

About RPF 
The Railway Protection Force (RPF) is a security 
force of India, which is entrusted with the 
responsibility of protecting railway passengers, 
passenger area and railway property of the Indian 
Railways. 
The force, which was introduced for the first time 
in the central act of 1957, has as many as 70,000 
people working with it, making it one of the 
biggest workforces in the country. 
It comes under the authority of the Ministry of 
Railways and has the power to arrest, investigate 
and prosecute criminals. 
Key Responsibilities of RPF- 
• Protecting railway passengers, passenger area 
and railway property. 
• Facilitating passenger-travel and security by 
removing all anti-social elements from trains, 
railway premises and passenger area. 
• Being vigilant to prevent trafficking of women 
and children and take appropriate action to 
rehabilitate destitute children found in Railway 
areas. 
• Co-operate with other departments of the 
Railways in improving the efficiency and image 

of the Indian Railways. 
• Act as a bridge between the Government 
Railway Police/local police and the Railway 
administration. 
• Proactively adopt all modern technology, best 
human rights practices, management techniques 
and special measures for the protection of female 
and elderly passengers and children. 
 
Top Cabinet Approvals: 10 August 
2018 
Cabinet approves extension of term of 
Commission to examine the issue of 
Sub-categorisation of OBC 
• The Union Cabinet approved the extension of 
the term of the Commission to examine the issue 
of Sub-categorization of Other Backward 
Classes in the Central List till November 2018. 
• The Commission has held extensive meetings 
with the stake holders including the State 
Governments, the State Backward Classes 
Commissions, various community associations 
and general public belonging to Backward 
Classes and Commissions.  
• It had obtained caste-wise records of OBCs 
admitted in higher educational institution as well 
as similar caste-wise data of recruits in Central 
Departments, Central Public Sector 
Undertakings, PSBs & Financial Institutions. 
• Based on this data, the Commission expressed 
the need of a round of discussion with the States 
and their Backward Classes Commission before 
finalising the sub-categorized lists and the 
Report. 
 
Cabinet approves MoU between India 
and Indonesia on Health cooperation 
• The Union Cabinet approved the signing the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between 
India and Indonesia on health cooperation. 
• The MoU covers research and development, 
active pharmaceutical ingredients (API) and IT-
based medical equipment; human resource 
development; and health services. 
• A Working Group will be set up to further 
elaborate the details of cooperation and to 
oversee the implementation of this MoU. 
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Cabinet approves creation of two posts 
equivalent to Joint Secretary in 
Interpreters' cadre of MEA 
• The Union Cabinet approved the creation of 
two posts equivalent to Joint Secretary Level in 
the Interpreters' cadre of the Union Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA). 
• The decision will help in augmenting expertise 
of the Interpreters' cadre and help meet the 
specialised requirements for training of the 
Interpreters. 
• This measure would be important in 
addressing the increasing requirements for 
interpretation in the backdrop of significantly 
enhanced high-level bilateral and multilateral 
engagements of government. 
 
Cabinet approves signing of MoU 
between India and Canada on 
collaboration among CA Institutions   
• The Union Cabinet approved the signing of the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between 
Institute of Chartered Accountants of India 
(ICAI) and Chartered Professional Accountants 
of Canada (CPA Canada). 
• The approvals came in respect of ex-post facto 
approval of the MoU signed in 2011. 
• The MoU envisages arrangements for 
reciprocal membership that will apply to the 
respective members of both the Institutes subject 
to specified criteria.  
• The MoU also includes further collaboration 
on the definition, learning, and evaluation of the 
professional qualities and skills and 
competencies of entry-level Chartered 
Accountants. 
• It aims to work together to develop a mutually 
beneficial relationship in the best interest of 
ICAI members, students and their 
organizations.  
 
Cabinet approves transfer of Central 
Hospital at Karma, Jharkhand to 
Jharkhand Government 
• The Union Cabinet approved to transfer the 
Central Hospital at Karma, Jharkhand along 
with its land and building to the Jharkhand 

Government at free of cost to establish a new 
Medical College under the Centrally Sponsored 
Scheme (CSS). 
• Till now, the hospital was under the scrutiny of 
the Union Ministry of Labour and Employment. 
• The Central Hospital along with its land and 
building will be transferred to the Jharkhand 
Government within 3 months.  
• An MoU will be signed between the Ministry 
of Labour & Employment and the State 
Government outlining the modalities including 
transfer/absorption of Staff etc. 
• The proposal shall lead to enhancement of 
number of doctors being trained per year in the 
country. 
• It will help in the improvement of the health 
care infrastructure in the region resulting in 
better health care services available to the 
common people. 
 
Cabinet approves MoU between India 
and Korea on Trade Remedy 
Cooperation 
• The Union Cabinet approved the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between 
India and Korea on Trade Remedy Cooperation. 
• The MoU was signed in July 2018 during the 
State visit of President of Korea to India. 
• The MoU will promote cooperation between 
the two countries in the area of trade remedies 
viz. anti-dumping, subsidy and countervailing 
and safeguard measures, which will enhance the 
bilateral trade relations. 
 
Cabinet approves Concession 
Agreements & Land Lease Agreements 
for revival of units 
• The Union Cabinet approved the proposal to 
provide land on lease to Hindustan Urvarak & 
Rasayan Limited (HURL). 
• The cabinet also approved to provide the 
Concession Agreements & Land Lease 
Agreements for the revival of Gorakhpur & 
Sindri units of Fertilizer Corporation of India 
Limited (FCIL) and Barauni unit of Hindustan 
Fertilizer Corporation Limited (HFCL) by 
HURL. 
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• It also authorised  the Inter-Ministerial 
Committee (IMC) to approve Substitution 
Agreements and approve other agreements, if 
any, to be signed between FCIL/HFCL and 
HURL for the three projects at Gorakhpur, 
Sindri and Barauni. 
• The revival of Gorakhpur, Sindri and Barauni 
units of FCIL/HFCL will ensure substantial 
investment in the fertilizer sector.  
• These units will act as anchor customer to 
Jagdishpur-Haldia Pipeline (JHPL) gas pipeline 
that is being laid for development of critical 
infrastructure in Eastern India.  
 
Cabinet approves joint issue of postage 
stamp between India and South Africa 
• The Union Cabinet was apprised of joint issue 
of Postage Stamps on India-South Africa on the 
theme, "20 Years of Strategic Partnership 
between India and South Africa".  
• The joint stamps were released in June 2018. 
• The Commemorative Postage Stamps on India-
South Africa: Joint Issue depicts image of Deen 
dayal Upadhyaya and Oliver Reginald Tambo of 
South Africa.  
• An MoU was signed to this effect between 
India and South Africa in May 2018. 
 
Cabinet approves MoU between India 
and Indonesia on Scientific and 
Technological Cooperation 
• The Union Cabinet approved a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) between India and 
Indonesia on Scientific and Technological 
Cooperation. 
• The MoU was signed by Dr Harsh Vardhan, 
Minister for Science, Technology and Earth 
Sciences at New Delhi and Mohamad Nasir, 
Minister for Research, Technology and Higher 
Education, Indonesia at Jakarta in May 2018.  
• The MoU will open a new chapter in bilateral 
relations as both sides will now leverage 
complementary strengths spurred by a 
significant convergence of mutual interests in 
science and technology. 
• The objective of the MoU is to promote 
cooperation in the fields of science and 

technology between India and Indonesia on the 
basis of equality and mutual benefit.  
• The stake-holders will include researchers 
from scientific organizations, academia, R&D 
laboratories and companies from India and 
Indonesia.  
 
Cabinet approves raising of four 
additional battalions of National 
Disaster Response Force 
• The Union Cabinet approved raising of four 
additional battalions of National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF) to strengthen the 
India's disaster response set up at an estimated 
cost of Rs 637 crore. 
• The objective is to reduce the response time 
keeping in view the vast geographic area of the 
country. 
• These four battalions will initially be raised as 
two battalions in Indo-Tibetan Border Police 
(ITBP) and one battalion each in Border 
Security Force (BSF) and Assam Rifles (ARs). 
• Later, these four battalions will be converted 
into NDRF battalions.  
• Based on the vulnerability profile, these four 
battalions will be placed in Jammu and Kashmir, 
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Delhi 
National Capital Region. 
 
CCEA approves release of pulses 
procured from farmers under Price 
Support Scheme to States 
• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 
approved the release of pulses to States/UTs at 
discounted rate to be utilised for various 
Welfare Schemes from the stock of pulses 
procured under Price Support Schemes (PSS). 
• The decision will enable the States/UTs to use 
pulses in various Welfare Schemes like PDS, 
Mid-Day Meal Scheme etc. besides making 
available the warehouses, which may be 
required in coming Kharif season for storage of 
commodities. 
• Under this approved Scheme, the States/UT 
Governments are offered to lift 34.88 lakh MT 
of Tur, Chana, Masoor, Moong and Urad at 
discount of Rs 15 per Kg.  
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• The State/UTs Governments utilise these 
pulses in their various Welfare Schemes like 
Mid-Day Meal, Public Distribution System, 
Integrated Child Development Programmes 
(ICDP) etc. 
 
CCEA approves construction of New 4 
Lane Bridge on Kosi River at Phulaut, 
Bihar 
• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 
approved the project for construction of 6.930 
km long 4-lane bridge at Phulaut in Bihar.  
• The CCEA also cleared rehabilitation and up-
gradation of existing Birpur- Bihpur section of 
National Highway-106 with Paved Shoulder in 
Bihar at a capital cost of Rs 1478.40 crore. 
• The construction period for the project is three 
years and likely to be completed by June 2022. 
• There is a 10 km long missing link between 
Phulaut and Bihpur on NH-106 and falling in 
the catchment area of Kosi River. 
• The construction of this new Bridge will fill 
the existing 30 km long gap between 
Udakishanganj and Bihpur of National Highway 
Number 106 in Bihar. 
  
CCEA approves continuation of Post 
Matric Scholarship for OBC Students 
for studying in India 
• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 
approved continuation and revision of the 
Centrally Sponsored Scheme of “Post Matric 
Scholarship for Other Backward Classes 
Students for studying in India” (PMS-OBC) for 
the years 2017-18, 2018-19 and 2019-20. 
• The revision in the PMS-OBC scheme will 
increase annual parental income from Rs 1 Lakh 
to Rs 1.5 lakh. 
• The 30 percent of the funds allocated are 
earmarked for girl students and 5 percent for 
students with disabilities. 
• Since the Scheme is funds-limited, central 
assistance shall be released according to the 
Notional Allocation. 
 
 

Ease of Living Index 2018 released: 
Pune tops; Delhi at 65 
The Minister of State for Housing and Urban 
Affairs, Hardeep Singh Puri on August 13, 2018 
announced the Top 10 cities rankings on Ease of 
Living Index 2018. 
Among the top 116 cities of the country, 
Kolkata was the only city which refused to 
participate in the survey. 
 
Pune emerged as the top-ranked city in the Ease 
of Living Index. 

Top 10 cities 

Rank City 
1 Pune 

2 Navi Mumbai 

3 Greater Mumbai 

4 Tirupati 

5 Chandigarh 

6 Thane 

7 Raipur 

8 Indore 

9 Vijayawada 

10 Bhopal 
Key Highlights- 
• Maharashtra’s Pune, Mumbai and Navi 
Mumbai rounded the top three of Ease of Living 
Index 2018, while Thane was ranked at the 6th 
spot.  
• The national capital New Delhi was placed at a 
65th spot.  
• Tamil Nadu’s Chennai was ranked at the 14th 
place. 
• The bottom 3 cities in the list are Rampur, 
Kohima and Patna. 
 
Ease of Living Index- 
• The Ease of Living Index is an initiative of the 
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs to help 
cities assess their liveability in relation to global 
and national benchmarks and encourage cities to 
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move towards an ‘outcome-based’ approach to 
urban planning and management.  
• The survey was planned in June 2017 and was 
launched in January 2018 by Minister Hardeep 
Singh Puri with the help of Goa Chief Minister 
Manohar Parrikar. 
• Ease of Living framework comprises four 
pillars namely, Institutional, Social, Economic 
and Physical which are further broken down into 
15 categories and 78 indicators.  
• The Ease of Living assessment standards are 
closely linked to the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and aim to provide a strong 
impetus to India’s effort for systematic tracking 
progress of SDGs in the urban areas. 
 
Top Cabinet Approvals: 2 August 
2018- 
Cabinet approves extension of 
Concessional Financing Scheme (CFS) 
• The Union Cabinet approved the first 
extension of Concessional Financing Scheme 
(CFS) to support Indian Entities bidding for 
strategically important infrastructure projects 
abroad. 
• Under the CFS, the government has been 
supporting Indian Entities bidding for 
strategically important infrastructure projects 
abroad since 2015-16. 
• As the objectives of the Scheme continue to be 
relevant, thereby, the government proposed to 
extend the Scheme for another five years from 
2018 to 2023. 
• Prior to the introduction of CFS, Indian entities 
were not able to bid for large projects abroad 
since the cost of financing was very high for 
them. 
 
Cabinet approves re-structuring of 
Agricultural Scientists' Recruitment 
Board 
• The Union Cabinet approved the proposal for 
restructuring of Agricultural Scientists 
'Recruitment Board (ASRB). 
• The ASRB will now be a 4 member body 
instead of 3 members. It will have a Chairperson 
and 3 Members. 

• ASRB’s Chairperson would serve for a period 
of three years or till attainment of 65 years of 
age, whichever is earlier. 
• For the purpose of autonomy, secrecy, 
accountability and efficient functioning, ASRB 
shall be delinked from ICAR and will be 
attached with Department of Agricultural 
Research & Education (DARE). 
  
Cabinet approves increase in Extra 
Budgetary Resources for Swachh 
Bharat Mission (Gramin)  
• The Union Cabinet approved raising funds up 
to Rs 15000 crore as Extra Budgetary Resources 
(EBR) for Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin) 
(SBM (G)) during the financial year 2018-19 
through NABARD. 
• The cabinet also approved expansion of the 
scope of work of International Centre for 
Drinking Water Quality to authorise it for 
receiving EBR funds for SBM(G). 
• The cabinet also approved renaming of 
International Centre for Drinking Water Quality 
to "National Centre for Drinking Water, 
Sanitation and Quality". 
• This decision will benefit around 1.5 crore 
rural households eligible for incentive under 
Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin). 
 
Cabinet approves Policy Framework 
for exploration of Unconventional 
Hydrocarbons 
• The Union Cabinet approved the policy to 
permit exploration and exploitation of 
unconventional hydrocarbons such as Shale 
oil/gas, Coal Bed Methane (CBM) etc.  
• It will be carried out under the existing 
Production Sharing Contracts (PSCs), CBM 
contracts and Nomination fields to encourage 
the existing contractors to unlock the potential 
of unconventional hydrocarbons. 
• With this policy dispensation, new investment 
in Exploration and Production (E&P) activities 
and chances of finding new hydrocarbon 
discoveries is expected. 
• Exploration and exploitation of additional 
hydrocarbon resources is expected to spur new 
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investment, give impetus to economic activities 
and additional employment generation. 
 
CCEA approves opening of 13 new 
Kendriya Vidyalayas in seven States  
• CCEA approved the proposal for opening of 
13 new Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVs) in seven 
States. 
• These 13 schools are in Banda (Uttar Pradesh), 
Washim (Maharashtra), Chakpikarong 
(Manipur), Parbhani (Maharashtra), Nawada 
(Bihar), Mirjapur (Uttar Pradesh), Bhadohi 
(UP), Palamau (Jharkhand), Siddipet 
(Telangana), Kudamalakunte, (Karnataka), CISF 
Surajpur (UP), Devkund (Bihar) and Baoli (UP). 
• The CCEA also approved the establishment of 
an additional Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya 
(JNV) at Alot, Ratlam District, Madhya 
Pradesh. 
• Ratlam district of Madhya Pradesh has a high 
percentage of SC and ST population and there is 
huge demand for establishing an additional JNV 
in that district.  
 
CCEA approves issue of fresh equity to 
the extent of 15% of the paid up equity 
capital by HCL 
• CCEA approved issue of fresh 13,87,82,700 
equity shares to the extent of 15 percent of paid 
up equity capital efface value of Rs 5 each by 
Hindustan Copper Limited (HCL) through the 
Qualified Institutions Placement (QIP) route, as 
per SEBI guidelines. 
• As a result, Government of India’s 
shareholding in HCL will come down from 
76.05 percent to 66.13 percent. 
• The paid-up share capital of HCL will increase 
from the present Rs 462.61 crore to Rs 
532crore.  
• The raising of fund is essential for HCL's 
expansion plans to achieve production level of 
around 1.90 lakh tonnes of metal in copper 
concentrate and thus meet around 30 percent of 
the refined copper demand of the country. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
EVENTS 

 
4th BIMSTEC Summit: Kathmandu 
Declaration adopted by Member States 
The 4th BIMSTEC Summit concluded in 
Kathmandu on August 31, 2018 with the signing 
and adoption of the Kathmandu Declaration by 
all the seven members. The Summit began on 
August 30, 2018 in Kathmandu, Nepal. 
Theme 2018: 'Towards a Peaceful Prosperous, 
and Sustainable Bay of Bengal Region'. 
The 18-point Kathmandu Declaration is 
expected to enhance the effectiveness of 
BIMSTEC Secretariat by engaging it in various 
technical and economic activities in the region. 
During the Summit, foreign ministers of 
BIMSTEC member countries signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding on the 
Establishment of BIMSTEC Grid 
Interconnection. 
Current chair of BIMSTEC, Nepal PM KP 
Sharma Oli gave a closing speech after handing 
over the Chairmanship of the next BIMSTEC 
Summit to Sri Lankan President 
Maithripala Sirisena. Hence, Sri Lanka will be 
conducting the fifth summit of the BIMSTEC. 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Sri 
Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena, 
Myanmar President U Win Myint, Bhutan's 
Chief Justice and Chief Advisor to the interim 
government Dasho Tshering Wangchuk, 
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, and 
Thailand's Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha 
attended the Summit. 
Kathmandu Declaration- 
• The Declaration stresses on ending poverty 
from the region by 2030 in line with the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals. 
• The declaration includes issues such as 
agricultural technology exchange, fight against 
terrorism, gradual reduction of the impact of 
climate change, increase trade and investment, 
and ease the visa processing for the people of 
BIMSTEC member states. 

• It strongly condemns terrorism in all its forms 
and manifestations and stressed that there can be 
no justification whatsoever for any act of 
terrorism.  
• It underlines the importance of 
multidimensional connectivity as a key enabler 
to economic integration for shared prosperity of 
the region.  
• It highlights the importance of trade and 
investment as one of the major contributing 
factors for fostering economic and social 
development in the region. 
 
16th BIMSTEC Ministerial Meeting- 
The 16th ministerial meeting of BIMSTEC 
concluded successfully on August 29, 2018. 
Foreign Minister of Bangladesh Abul Hassan 
Mahmood Ali, Minister of State for External 
Affairs of India VK Singh, Union Minister of 
International Cooperation of Myanmar Kyaw 
Tin, Sri Lankan State Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Vasantha Senanayake, Foreign Minister 
of Thailand Don Pramudwinai, and Bhutanese 
Foreign Secretary Sonam Tshong led the 
delegations from their respective countries in the 
meeting. 
 
19th Senior Officials' Meeting (SOM) of the 
BIMSTEC- 
• The foreign secretaries of the BIMSTEC 
member countries met on August 29, 2018 for 
the 19th Senior Officials' Meeting (SOM) of the 
BIMSTEC and reviewed the progress achieved 
so far in the areas of cooperation.  
• The foreign secretaries discussed as to how 
cooperation between the member states could be 
made more effective and business-like. 
• They considered a number of reports of 
various mechanisms related to customs 
cooperation, connectivity, technology, counter 
terrorism and transnational crimes, agriculture, 
poverty alleviation and public health.  
• Several measures were deliberated in the 
meeting, including exploring the possibility of 
establishing BIMSTEC Development Fund, 
rationalization of areas of cooperation, and 
identification of core prioritized areas. 
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• The meeting recommended for a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) for the establishment 
of the BIMSTEC Grid Interconnections to 
further cooperation in energy sector among the 
member states. 
• India laid emphasis on its sincere commitment 
to work with the BIMSTEC member states to 
make the region safer, stronger and prosperous. 

About BIMSTEC 
• Founded in 1997, the Bay of Bengal Initiative 
for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) is an international 
regional organisation of seven nations of South 
Asia and South East Asia. 
• The member countries of the Summit include 
Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, Bhutan, and Nepal. All these seven 
countries lie near the Bay of Bengal. 
• Initially, the bloc included just four member 
states and was called BIST-EC (Bangladesh, 
India, Sri Lanka and Thailand Economic 
Cooperation). 
• Myanmar was included later and the group 
was renamed BIMST-EC. 
• The name was changed to BIMSTEC with 
the admission of Nepal and Bhutan at the 6th 
Ministerial meeting in Thailand in February 
2004. 
• The first BIMSTEC summit was held in 
Thailand in 1997; second was held in 2008 in 
India; and the third was held in 2014 in 
Myanmar. 
• Nepal is the current Chair of the BIMSTEC. 
Nepal assumed the chairmanship in 2014. 
• The grouping accounts for 22 percent of the 
global population, and has a combined GDP of 
USD 2.8 trillion. 
 
India, Germany sign agreement for 
cooperation in sustainable urban 
development 
India and Germany on August 1, 2018 signed an 
agreement on financial and technical 
cooperation, with a special focus on sustainable 
urban development and renewable energy. 
The agreement was signed between German 
Ambassador to India, Martin Ney and Joint 

Secretary, (Department of Economic Affairs), 
Finance Ministry, Sameer Kumar Khare. 
 
Objective- 
The agreement mainly prioritises cooperation 
between India and Germany in the area of 
renewable energy. 
It also focuses on cooperation in sustainable 
urban development in areas of sanitation, solid 
waste management and promotion of urban 
mobility. 
 
Significance- 
The bilateral agreement will help reduce the 
emission of greenhouse gases and also help 
India in achieving its goal of curbing such 
emissions. 
 
Background- 
In December 2017, Germany had pledged nearly 
Rs 8,500 crore for the development cooperation 
with India during Indo-German inter-
governmental negotiations. 
In February 2018, a MoU was signed between 
Union Ministry for Housing and Urban Affairs 
and the German development agency (GIZ) to 
develop and apply concepts for sustainable 
urban development providing urban basic 
services and housing in select cities as well as 
smart cities in India. 
GIZ had agreed to contribute up to €8 million 
for the project which would run for a period of 
three years. 
Overall, the year 2018 commemorates 60 years 
of bilateral development cooperation between 
India and Germany. 
 
US forms ‘Iran Action Group’ for 
post-nuclear deal policy 
US secretary of state, Mike Pompeo on August 
16, 2018 announced the formation of the Iran 
Action Group (IAG) to coordinate and run the 
country's policy towards Iran. The development 
follows President Donald Trump's 
announcement of the unilateral withdrawal of 
the United States from the multinational Iran 
nuclear deal. 
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Pompeo has named Brian Hook, the State 
Department's director of policy planning, as the 
group’s head. 
 
Key Highlights- 
• The basic aim behind the formation of IAG is 
to change the Iranian regime's behavior. The 
group will ensure that the US Department of 
State remains closely synchronized with the US 
interagency partners. 
• The IAG will also lead the way in growing 
efforts with nations that share the same 
understanding of the Iranian threat as the United 
States. 
• Following the announcement of the creation of 
the group, IAG’s new head Brian Hook stated 
that Iran's malign activities were wide-ranging 
and US’s new strategy was addressing all 
manifestations of the Iranian threat. In fact, the 
new Iran Action Group will be focused on 
implementing that strategy. 
• Brian Hook has been formally named as 
the ‘Special Representative for Iran’. 

Significance 
Reacting to the recent development of 
appointing Hook to head the new policy 
initiative, senior analysts feel that it will put the 
US on the path to war with Iran. 
On the other hand, there are also perceptions 
that Hook will play an instrumental role in 
facilitating US-Iran diplomacy if President 
Trump follows through on his call for 
negotiations. 
Analysts feel that if this is the first step before 
entering into any direct talks, it would be 
constructive if they facilitate in pursuing a 
realistic approach, to consider Iran's legitimate 
concerns. 
The negotiations if done right could possibly 
reverse US’s decision to pull out of the 2015 
nuclear deal. 
Background- 
• In late July, Trump, who has repeatedly 
criticised Iran's leaders, said he is willing to 
meet with them with no preconditions. 
• Earlier on August 16, Iranian President Hassan 
Rouhani questioned Trump's decision to 

withdraw from the nuclear deal. He said, 
"America took some steps that removed the 
conditions for talks. They destroyed the bridge 
themselves, and now they are standing on the 
other side asking 'how can I cross?' Why destroy 
the bridge when you wanted to walk across?" 
• On August 13, Iran's Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who has the final say 
in the country's most important political 
decisions, ruled out negotiations with the Trump 
administration. He said that as demonstrated in 
the 2015 nuclear deal, Iran will only enter into 
negotiations in the position of strength so that 
US’s pressures and uproars don’t affect them. 
• Hook had previously led the ultimately 
unsuccessful attempt of the Trump 
administration to negotiate changes to the 
nuclear deal with European allies before the US 
president decided to pull out of the landmark 
accord in May 2018. 
• Post-withdrawal, the US administration re-
imposed sanctions on Iran that were eased under 
the landmark deal and increased pressure on the 
nation to try to get it to stop ‘malign activities’ 
in the region. 
• In addition to its nuclear and missile 
programmes, the US has demanded that Iran 
scale back its military presence in the 
neighbouring middle-eastern countries. 
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ECONOMY 
 
99.3 percent of demonetised currency 
returned: RBI in its Annual Report 
2017-18 
Over 99 percent of the demonetised currency 
was returned, as per the Annual Report 2017-18 
of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). The report 
was released on August 29, 2018. 
In November 2016, the Union Government 
withdrew Rs 500 and Rs 1000 currency notes 
from the circulation with effect from November 
9, 2016. The demonetisation was hailed as a step 
that would curb black money, corruption and 
check counterfeit currency. 

Rs 15.31 lakh crore worth demonitised 
currency notes returned 

RBI has completed the processing of 
demonetised Rs 500 and 1000 banknotes; 99.3 
percent of the notes worth Rs 15.3 lakh crore 
have been returned to banks. 
After a thorough verification and reconciliation 
through Currency Verification and Processing 
System (CVPS), the total value of the Rs 500 
and Rs 1000 banknotes as on November 8, 
2016 stood at Rs 15,417.93 lakh crore, and the 
total value of the notes returned from 
circulation was Rs 15310.73 lakh crore. 
The difference between the outstanding 
currency notes in circulation before 
demonetisation and the currency notes returned 
to the RBI, which is Rs 10,720 crore, has now 
been shifted to the RBI’s ‘Other Liabilities and 
Provisions’ segment. This amount was earlier a 
part of ‘Notes issued’ segment. 

Note 
The RBI had already put out this data in its 
Annual Report 2016-17. However, at the time, 
it cautioned that the currency returned still 
needed to go through a final round of checks. 
The report stated that around 99 percent of the 
demonetised notes that is Rs 15.28 lakh crore 
have been returned to the bank. 

 

 
 

Currency circulation post demonetization- 
• Post demonetisation, the RBI spent Rs 7,965 
crore in 2016-17 on printing new Rs 500 and 
Rs 2,000 and other denomination notes, which is 
more than double the value spent in the previous 
year that is Rs 3,421 crore. 
• During July 2017 - June 2018, the RBI spent 
another Rs 4,912 crore on printing of currency. 
• The value of banknotes in circulation 
increased by 37.7 percent since demonetization 
to Rs 18,037 lakh crore as at March-end 2018. 
• With more circulation of Rs 500 new 
banknotes over the last one year, the share of 
Rs 2000 banknotes declined to 37.3 
percent by value as on March 2018 as 
compared to 50.2 percent in 2017.  
• The share of Rs 500 note, in terms of value, 
increased from 22.5 percent in 2017 to 42.9 
percent in 2018. 
• The share of newly introduced Rs 200 
banknotes in the total value of banknotes in 
circulation was 2.1 percent as at end-March 
2018. 
 
Counterfeit banknotes- 
• As per the RBI, counterfeit or fake notes 
detected in Specified Bank Notes (SBNs) 
decreased by 59.7 and 59.6 percent in the 
denominations of Rs 500 and Rs 1,000, 
respectively. 
• In comparison to the previous year, there was 
an increase of 35 percent in counterfeit notes 
detected in the denomination of Rs 100, while 
there was a noticeable increase of 154.3 percent 
in counterfeit notes detected in the denomination 
of Rs 50. 
• Counterfeit notes detected in the new Rs 500 
and Rs 2,000 notes during 2017-18 were 9892 
and 17929, against 199 and 638 respectively in 
2016-17. 
 
Petroleum Minister launches online 
portal for common carrier capacity 
booking 
The Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural 
Gas, Dharmendra Pradhan on August 27, 2018 
launched an online portal to enable easy, 
efficient and transparent booking of common 
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carrier capacity for natural gas transmission 
services under GAIL’s pipelines. 
The portal will be the first step to facilitate gas 
trading on a hub or exchange-traded platform in 
India. 

Significance 
The online portal is the first-of-its-kind in the 
natural gas sector of the country. It will provide 
gas consumers the facility to register pipeline 
capacity bookings online. 
It aims to continue the practice of serving on 
first come-first served basis. 
Key Highlights- 
• The portal is a transparent, market-friendly 
component in the gas trading system. 
• It will act as a milestone in the expansion of 
gas marketing, without human interface, through 
digital means. 
• It will enable the new entities to utilise GAIL’s 
infrastructure in procuring the gas in a cost-
effective manner.  
• Thus, it will help GAIL raise the standards of 
consumer experience for third-party access to 
natural gas pipelines to consumers in India. 
 
Background- 
The policy reforms in the last 4 years have 
helped in increasing the production and import 
of gas multi-fold in the country. 
There has been an increased focus on clean fuel 
and for the same gas import contracts have been 
renegotiated, bio-CNG is being promoted and 
PNG supplies are expected to soon reach new 
geographical areas. 
Gas is a price sensitive commodity and hence, it 
is essential that its marketing is done in a 
transparent manner. 
GAIL has been providing third party access to 
pipelines since 2004 and over 100 consumers, 
small and big, are routinely being serviced for 
the last few years. 
 
Strong wage policies needed to 
promote inclusive growth in India: 
ILO’s India Wage Report 
The International Labour Organisation (ILO) on 
August 20, 2018 released a report titled ‘India 

Wage Report: Wage policies for decent work 
and inclusive growth’. The report depicts that 
though India’s economy in the past two decades 
saw an annual average GDP rate of 7 percent, 
low pay and inequality persists in the country. 
 
Wage inequality and gender wage gap still 
persist 
• The overall wage inequality in India declined 
since 2004–05; however, it continues to remain 
high.  
• The decline in overall wage inequality could 
be attributed to the doubling of the wages of 
casual workers between 1993–94 and 2011–12.  
• On the other hand, the increase in wage 
inequality for regular workers stabilised in 
2011–12 in comparison to 1993–94 and 2004–
05. 
• Despite a decline from 48 percent in 1993-94 
to 34 percent in 2011–12, the gender wage gap 
is still steep. The wage gap exists for all kind of 
workers – regular and casual, urban and rural. 
• Women employed as casual workers in the 
rural economy earn the lowest in India, which is 
22 percent of what urban regular male workers 
earn. 

Estimates of National Sample Survey Office 
(NSSO) 

• The National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) 
estimates indicate that the real average daily 
wage doubled between 1993–94 and 2011–
12. 

• There was a boost in wages of the most 
vulnerable categories including workers in 
rural areas, informal employment, casual 
workers, female workers and low-paid 
occupations. However, disparities remain 
there. 

• As per the Employment and Unemployment 
Survey (EUS) of the NSSO, in 2011–12, the 
average wage in India was about Rs 247 per 
day, and the average wage of casual workers 
was Rs 143 per day. 

• Only a limited number of salaried workers, 
mostly in the urban areas, and the highly-
skilled professionals earned higher average 
wages. 
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Workers still earn less than the indicative 
national minimum wage 
• Despite India being one of the first countries to 
introduce minimum wages through the 
Minimum Wages Act, 1948, challenges still 
exist in providing a universal wage floor for all 
workers.  
• The minimum wages are set by state 
governments for employees in selected 
‘scheduled’ employment and this has led to 
1709 different wage rates across the country; 
and these rates are applicable only for estimated 
of 66 percent of wage workers.  
• A national minimum wage floor was 
introduced in 1990s which has progressively 
increased to Rs 176 per day in 2017. 
• In 2009–10, around 15 percent of salaried 
workers and 41 percent of casual workers earned 
less than the national minimum wage.  
• Nearly 62 million workers are still paid less 
than the indicative national minimum wage. 

Recommendations: Strong wage policies 
needed for decent work and inclusive 

growth 
• The ILO report puts out several 

recommendations to improve the current 
minimum wage system through strong wage 
policies. 

• Some of these are extending legal coverage 
to all workers, ensuring full consultation 
with social partners on minimum wage 
systems, simplifying minimum wage 
structures, and taking stronger measures to 
ensure a more effective application 
of minimum wage law. 

• One of the recommendations calls 
for collection of statistical data on a timely 
and regular basis. 

• Complementary actions needed to address 
how to achieve decent work and inclusive 
growth, such as, fostering accumulation of 
skills to boost labour productivity for 
sustainable enterprises, promoting equal pay 
for work of equal value and 
strengthening social protection for workers. 

 

GST Council forms Sub-committee on 
MSMEs to consider tax relief for small 
businesses 
The Goods and Services Tax Council on August 
4, 2018 formed a Group of Ministers (GoM) 
headed by Minister of State for Finance Shiv 
Pratap Shukla to address various issues faced by 
small businesses. 
The group will examine all the proposals 
regarding tax relief for Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises (MSME) and make 
recommendations to the Council. The group will 
submit its report in the next six weeks. 
Interim Finance Minister Piyush Goyal stated 
that the issues related to law will be taken up by 
the Law Committee and those related to the 
GST rates will be taken up by the Fitment 
Committee.  
Both these committees will deliberate on the 
issues and submit recommendations to the group 
of ministers headed by Shiv Pratap Shukla. 
 
This sub-committee on MSMEs will also 
include: 
• Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia 
• Bihar Deputy Chief Minister Sushil Modi 
• Assam Finance Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma 
• Kerala Finance Minister Thomas Isaac 
• Punjab Finance Minister Manpreet Singh 
Badal 
 
Emerging concerns in MSME sector- 
The MSME sector saw surge in concerns due to 
significant change in processes under the new 
GST regime. 
Some of the suggestions made by 
representatives of the MSME sector included 
allowing taxpayers to increase the threshold of 
inter-state supplies to Rs 20 lakh without having 
to register under the GST. Currently, taxpayers 
need to sign up for the tax, if they make inter-
state supplies even if their annual turnover is 
below Rs 20 lakh. 
Another suggestion was distributing half or the 
central government’s entire share of the GST as 
refund to taxpayers with a turnover of up to Rs 
1.5 crore. 
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Pilot programme to promote digital 
transactions- 
The GST council also decided to start a pilot 
programme to promote digital transactions. 
As per the programme, payments made using 
BHIM UPI and Rupay cards will get a cashback 
of 20 percent of the GST amount. The cashback 
will be capped at Rs 100.  
The pilot programme will be implemented in 
any state that is willing to run it voluntarily. 
Bihar, Gujarat and Maharashtra will be the first 
few states to incentivise digital payments. 
Incentivising of digital payments would help in 
maintaining a better database by the 
government. 
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SCIENCE & 
TECHNOLOGY 

 
ISRO unveils Gaganyaan Mission to 
put Indians in space before 2022 
The Indian Space Research Organization 
(ISRO) on August 28, 2018 unveiled the details 
of the Gaganyaan mission for manned space 
flight before 2022. 
The Gaganyaan mission was announced by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his 72nd 
Independence Day speech. PM Modi announced 
that this manned space mission will take Indian 
astronauts to space on board 'Gaganyaan' by 
2022.  
ISRO Chairman, Dr K. Sivan said that the 
programme will make India the fourth nation in 
the world to launch a Human Spaceflight 
Mission. So far, only the USA, Russia and 
China have launched human spaceflight 
missions. 
 
Gaganyaan - India's maiden human 
spaceflight programme' 
• India’s first manned space mission 
‘Gaganyaan’ will be launched by Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO) by 2022. 
• Prior to the actual launch of this manned 
mission by 2022, the ISRO will launch two 
unmanned Gaganyaan missions. 
• GSLV Mk-III launch vehicle, having the 
necessary payload capability for this mission, 
will be used to launch Gaganyaan.  
• The spacecraft will be placed in a low earth 
orbit of 300-400 km.  
• The spacecraft will comprise of a crew 
module and service module that constitute an 
orbital module.  
• It weighs approximately 7 tonnes, and will be 
carried by a rocket.  
• The crew module’s size will be 3.7 meters and 
7 meters.  
• The mission will send a three-member 
crew to space for a period of five to seven days.  
• After the take off, the manned flight will reach 
the orbit in 16 minutes. 

• The crew will do microgravity 
experiment during the mission.  
• The crew will be selected by Indian Air 
Force (IAF) and ISRO jointly after which they 
will undergo training for two-three years.  
• The crew, while coming back to the Earth, 
could land in the Arabian Sea off the Gujarat 
coast or in the Bay of Bengal or even on land.  
• The mission may be executed six months 
before India completes its 75th Independence 
Day with the help of GSLV Mk-III launch 
vehicle. 
• While ISRO has perfected the engineering 
aspects of the mission, bioscience is a new field 
for ISRO and will require collaboration and 
support from other organisations. 
• The programme is expected to be completed 
before 2022 with first unmanned flight within 
30 months.  
• The total programme cost is expected to be 
less than Rs 10000 crores. 

Objectives of the Gaganyaan Mission 

• Enhancement of science and technology 
levels in the country 

• A national project involving several 
institutes, academia and industry 

• Improvement of industrial growth 
• Inspiring youth 
• Development of technology for social 

benefits 
• Improving international collaboration 
Technology developed by ISRO to support 
Gaganyaan Mission  
• ISRO has developed some critical technologies 
like re-entry mission capability, crew escape 
system, crew module configuration, thermal 
protection system, deceleration and floatation 
system and sub-systems of life support system 
required for this programme.  
• Some of these technologies have been 
demonstrated successfully through the Space 
Capsule Recovery Experiment (SRE-2007), 
Crew module Atmospheric Reentry Experiment 
(CARE-2014) and Pad Abort Test (2018).  
• These technologies will enable ISRO in 
accomplishing the programme objectives in a 
short span of 4 years. 
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Significance 

• This will be the first human mission 
indigenously developed by ISRO, though 
there have been Indian astronauts who have 
been to space earlier. 

• This will inspire the youth of the country to 
take up bigger challenges and enhance the 
prestige of the country. 

 
Chandrayaan-I data confirms presence 
of ice on Moon: NASA 
The NASA scientists, using data from the 
Chandrayaan-I spacecraft, on August 21, 2018 
confirmed that there are frozen water deposits in 
the darkest and coolest parts of Moon’s Polar 
Regions. The findings were published in the 
journal Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences (PNAS). 
The Chandrayaan-I spacecraft was launched in 
2008 by the Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO). 
 
The Study- 
• A team of scientists led by Shuai Li of the 
University of Hawaii and Brown University and 
including Richard Elphic from NASA’s Ames 
Research Center in California’s Silicon Valley 
used data from NASA's Moon Mineralogy 
Mapper (M3) instrument aboard the 
Chandrayaan-1 spacecraft. 
• M3 was uniquely equipped to confirm the 
presence of solid ice on the Moon. 
• It collected data that not only picked up the 
reflective properties, but was able to directly 
measure the way its molecules absorb infrared 
light, so it can differentiate between liquid water 
or vapor and solid ice. 
 
The Findings- 
• Scientists have directly observed definitive 
evidence of water ice in the darkest and coldest 
parts of Polar Regions of the Moon.  
• At the southern pole, most of the ice is 
concentrated at lunar craters, while the northern 
pole’s ice is more widely and lightly spread. 
• The ice deposits are patchily distributed and 
could possibly be ancient.  

• Most of the newfound water ice lies in the 
shadows of craters near the poles, where the 
warmest temperatures never reach above minus 
156 degrees Celsius (-250 degrees Fahrenheit).  
• Due to the very small tilt of the Moon's 
rotation axis, sunlight never reaches these 
regions. 
 

Significance of the Findings 

• With enough ice sitting at the surface within 
the top few millimeters, water would 
possibly be accessible as a resource for 
future expeditions to explore and even stay 
on the Moon. 

• It will potentially be easier to access than the 
water detected beneath the Moon’s surface. 

 
India's first mission to the Moon: 
Chandrayaan-1 
• Chandrayaan-1 was India's first mission to the 
moon.  
• It was launched by Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) on October 22, 2008 from 
the Satish Dhawan Space Center in Sriharikota, 
India, aboard a Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle 
rocket.  
• It operated for almost a year between October 
2008 and August 2009.  
• Its major goal was to collect data about the 
moon's geology, mineralogy and topography. 
• The spacecraft is best known for helping 
scientists to discover evidence of water 
molecules on the moon.  
• ISRO is now developing a successor mission 
called Chandrayaan-2, which is expected to 
launch in 2018-19. 
  
NASA launches Parker Solar Probe 
mission to study Sun’s corona 
launched Parker Solar Probe, a historic 
mission to touch the sun. The main aim of the 
mission is to send a satellite closer to the Sun 
than any before.  
The rocket carrying the solar probe lifted off 
from Space Launch Complex 37 at Cape 
Canaveral Air Force Station in Florida, US. The 
launch happened after a failed attempt on the 
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previous day, when a last-minute alarm caused 
the agency to miss its 65-minute weather 
window. 
 
Significance- 
The mission is named after 
astrophysicist Eugene Parker, 91, the physicist 
who first theorised the existence of the solar 
wind in 1958.  It is the first space craft to be 
named after a living person. 
A plaque dedicating the mission to Parker was 
attached to the spacecraft in May. It includes a 
quote from the renowned physicist – “Let’s see 
what lies ahead.”  
It also holds a memory card containing more 
than 1.1 million names submitted by the public 
to travel with the spacecraft to the Sun. 

About the Mission 
• Parker Solar Probe, is the world’s first-ever 

mission to touch the Sun. It will perform the 
closest-ever observations of a star when it 
travels through the Sun's outer atmosphere - 
called the corona. 

• The car-sized spacecraft will travel directly 
into the Sun's atmosphere, about four million 
miles from its surface and more than seven 
times closer than any spacecraft has come 
before. 

• The mission is expected to unlock the 
mysteries of the star's fiery outer atmosphere 
and its effects on space weather during its 
seven-year long journey. 

• The overall cost of the mission is expected to 
be around 1.5 billion US dollars. 

Key Highlights- 
• Just under an hour after the launch, NASA 
confirmed that the spacecraft had successfully 
separated and the probe had been released into 
space. 
• The spacecraft is expected to fly past Venus in 
six weeks and make the first contact with the 
Sun six weeks after that. 
• In its seven-year mission, Parker Solar Probe 
will make six more Venus flybys and 24 total 
passes by the Sun, journeying steadily closer to 
the Sun until it makes its closest approach at 3.8 
million miles.  

• At this point, the probe will be moving at 
roughly 430,000 miles per hour, setting the 
record of being the fastest human-made object 
ever.  
• The probe will dip inside the tenuous 
atmosphere, sampling conditions and getting to 
just 6.16 million km from the Sun's broiling 
surface. 
• It is expected to transmit its first science 
observations in December 2018. 
 
How will the findings help? 
The mission’s findings will help researchers 
improve their forecasts of space weather events, 
which have the potential to damage satellites 
and harm astronauts on orbit, disrupt radio 
communications and, at their most severe, 
overwhelm power grids. 
 
Other Details- 
During the first week of its journey, the 
spacecraft will deploy its high-gain antenna and 
magnetometer boom.  
It will also perform the first of a two-part 
deployment of its electric field antennas.  
Instrument testing will begin in early September 
and last approximately four weeks, after which 
the probe will begin its science operations. 
The probe carries four instrument suites 
designed to study magnetic fields, plasma and 
energetic particles and capture images of the 
solar wind. 

Mysteries Surrounding the Sun 
• Following are some of the mysteries that the 

probe aims to solve: 
• Why the Sun’s outer atmosphere - corona is 

300 times hotter than its surface, which is 
thousands of miles below? 

• What drives the supersonic solar wind – the 
constant stream of solar material that blows 
through the entire solar system? 

• What accelerates solar energetic particles, 
which can reach a speed of up to more than 
half the speed of light as they move away 
from the Sun? 
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Background- 
• Parker Solar Probe is part of NASA’s ‘Living 
with a Star’ program to explore aspects of the 
Sun-Earth system that directly affect life and 
society.  
• The ‘Living with a Star’ program is managed 
by the agency’s Goddard Space Flight Center in 
Greenbelt, Maryland, for NASA’s Science 
Mission Directorate in Washington.  
• The spacecraft has been designed and built by 
APL, which also operates it.  
• The University of California, Berkeley, US 
Naval Research Laboratory in Washington, 
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, and 
Princeton University in New Jersey lead the 
investigations. 
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ENVIRONMENT / 
ECOLOGY 

 
NMCG approves projects worth Rs 
150 crore for cleaning Ganga River 
and its banks 
The National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) 
on August 28, 2018 approved projects worth 
nearly Rs 150 crores to clean Ganga River and 
its banks in Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar 
and West Bengal under the Namami Gange 
programme.  
The decision was taken during the 5th Executive 
Committee of the NMCG in New Delhi. 

Key Highlights 
• These projects include Interception and 

Diversion (I&D) works where small rivers, 
rivulets and drains are intercepted before 
they empty into the main river and are 
diverted to Sewage Treatment Plants (STP), 
so that the water that finally drains into the 
main river is clean and totally devoid of any 
pollutants. 

• The projects also include Sewage Treatment 
Plants (STP)and development of Ghats. 

The state wise details of the projects are as 
follows: 

Uttarakhand 
• An Interception and Diversion (I&D) 

project was approved for Rispana and 
Bindal Rivers in Dehradun at an estimated 
cost of Rs 60 crores. 

• The wastewater from these rivers ultimately 
meets Ganga between Haridwar and 
Rishikesh through the Song River. 

• Once executed, this project will tap 117 
naalas and drains carrying untreated 
wastewater. 

• A Sewage Treatment Plant (STP) will be 
built with 1 Million Litre Per day (MLD) 
capacity to treat some of this wastewater 
while 28 MLD will be treated at the 
existing STPs. 
 

Uttar Pradesh 
• The development of Ghats in Mirzapur was 

approved at an estimated cost of Rs 27.41 
crore under the Clean Ganga Fund. 

• The project includes the renovation, 
extension and widening of the Ghats as well 
as provision of amenities, landscaping and 
embankment construction. 

• It also includes refurbishment of Ram Gaya 
crematorium and construction of two new 
crematoriums. 

Bihar 
• The NMCG approved a 3.5 Million Litre 

Per day (MLD) capacity Sewage Treatment 
Plant (STP) and its ancillary works, along 
with I&D work of sewer lines in Sonepur in 
Bihar at an estimated cost of Rs 30.92 
crore. 

• The Project includes the cost of operations 
and maintenance (O&M) for 15 years. 

• Once completed, the STP will treat all the 5 
drains of the city including RN Tagore 
School Drain, Ward 3-4 boundary, Grave 
yard ward 18, and Meena Bazaar. 

• All these drains presently carry untreated 
sewage into the river Mahe which 
discharges into river Gandak and finally 
into the Ganga. 

• The NMCG also approved the river front 
development project in Sonepur at an 
estimated cost of Rs 22.92 crore. This 
includes construction of a connecting 
promenade, embankment protection, and 
provision of amenities as well as 
landscaping along the ghats. 

• In addition, 8 ghats are already under 
construction under the Namami Gange 
programme at an estimated cost of 20 
crores. 

West Bengal 
• The Eexcutive Committee also gave go-ahead 

to the upgradation and renovation of Ghats 
and Crematoria at Katwa, Kalna, Agradwip 
and Dainhat in West Bengal. 

• These projects will be taken up under Clean 
Ganga Fund. 
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• The combined cost of these projects is Rs 
8.58 crores and includes embankment 
protection, provision of basic amenities at the 
Ghats, landscaping, electrical and allied 
works, renovation of existing structures etc at 
the various ghats. 
Documentation of Cultural Heritage along 

River Ganga 
• The Executive Committee also accorded 

approval to the proposal to document the 
cultural heritage of River Ganga from 
Gaumukh to Gangasagar through INTACH. 

• The proposal seeks to develop an 
appreciation of the river as a cultural stream 
by documenting its associated cultural 
narrative, including features like an annual 
calendar of events and rituals. 

• This would cover archaeological heritage, 
intangible cultural heritage and 
environmental heritage. 

 
Union Cabinet approves Earth 
Sciences Ministry’s umbrella scheme 
‘O-SMART’ 
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs on 
August 29, 2018 gave its approval for 
implementation of an umbrella scheme ‘Ocean 
Services, Technology, Observations, Resources 
Modelling and Science (O-SMART)’. 
The CCEA, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, approved the scheme for implementation 
during the period from 2017-18 to 2019-20 at an 
overall cost of Rs 1623 crore. The scheme 
covers a total of 16 sub-projects, which address 
ocean development activities such as services, 
technology, resources, observations and science. 

Significance 
The services provided under the O-SMART 
scheme will provide a number of economic 
benefits to the user communities in the coastal 
areas including the coastal states and ocean 
sectors such as shipping, fisheries and offshore 
industry. 
Currently, five lakh fishermen community are 
receiving daily information through mobile 
phones about things like allocation of fish 

potential and local weather conditions in the 
coastal waters. The move will help in reducing 
the search time for fishermen, resulting in saving 
of fuel cost. 

Benefits 
• The implementation of the scheme will help 
address issues related to Sustainable 
Development Goal-14, which emphasises on the 
conservation of the oceans and marine resources. 
• The scheme will also provide the required 
scientific and technological background for 
implementation of various aspects of the blue 
economy. 
• The state-of-art early warning systems 
established under the scheme will help in 
effectively dealing with ocean disasters such as 
storm surges and tsunami. 
• Besides, the technologies developed under the 
scheme will help in harnessing the vast ocean 
resources of both living and non-living resources 
from seas across India. 
Key Details- 
• The Ministry of Earth Sciences has proposed 
to continue the existing schemes for ocean 
sector in a focused way as a part of the umbrella 
scheme -O-SMART. 
• India is aiming to create a blue economy for 
effective and efficient use of the vast ocean 
resources in a sustainable way, which would 
require a great deal of information on ocean 
science, development of technology and 
providing services. 
• Under the (O-SMART) scheme, the Ministry 
envisages the continuation of coastal research 
and marine biodiversity activities, which are 
important in the context of achieving United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goal-14 to 
conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas 
and marine resources for sustainable 
development. 
• The ocean advisory services and technologies 
being rendered and developed under the scheme 
will play a significant role in the development 
activities over dozen sectors, working in the 
marine environment including the coastal states 
of India, contributing significantly to the GDP. 
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Background- 
• In accordance with the Ocean Policy statement 
enacted in November 1982, the Ministry has 
been implementing a number of multi-
disciplinary projects in the field of ocean 
development primarily to: 
- Provide a suite of Ocean Information services 
- Develop technology for sustainable harnessing 
the ocean resources 
- Promote front-ranking research 
- Conduct ocean scientific ocean surveys 
• The Ministry has also achieved several major 
milestones under various programs including 
according pioneer status on deep-sea mining of 
Poly-Metallic Nodules (PMN) in an area of 
75,000 square kilometers in the central Indian 
Ocean (CIO). 
• The Ministry has also been providing a number 
of ocean information services to various coastal 
stakeholders including fishermen, coastal states, 
offshore industry, navy and coast guard. 
• Some of the services have also been extended 
to neighbouring countries of the Indian Ocean 
Region. 
• India’s ocean-related activities are now 
extended from the Arctic to the Antarctic region 
covering large ocean spaces which have been 
monitored through satellite-based observations. 
• India has also established state-of-the-art early 
warning systems for ocean disasters such as 
tsunami, cyclones and storm surges. 
• India has also signed the Antarctic Treaty 
System and joined the Commission of 
Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living 
Resources (CCAMLR) for harnessing the 
resources.  The technologies for harnessing the 
ocean resources are at various stages. 
• Some of them have been matured and 
operational like low-temperature thermal 
desalination for islands. 
• Besides, the ministry has been monitoring the 
health of coastal waters of India including 
shoreline changes and the marine ecosystem. 
 
IMD to set up cyclone warning centre 
in Thiruvananthapuram 
The Union Ministry of Earth Sciences has 
proposed to set up a Cyclone Warning Centre in 

Thiruvananthapuram. The centre is expected to 
come up by October. 
The decision follows several incidents of 
tropical cyclones and severe weather events 
striking over Kerala and Karnataka coasts in the 
recent times. Currently, the IMD has cyclone 
warning centers at Chennai, Vishakhapatnam, 
Bhubaneswar, Kolkata, Ahmedabad and 
Mumbai. 
 
Significance- 
• The centre will cater to the needs of Kerala and 
Karnataka. It will be equipped with all state-of-
the-art infrastructure including forecasting tools 
to issue weather warnings and coastal bulletins, 
which can be useful for fishermen. 
• It will further strengthen the present 
forecasting activity in Indian Meteorological 
Department’s existing office in Kerala. 
 
Third C-Band Doppler Weather Radar to be 
set up to cover Northern Kerala 
• The Earth Sciences Ministry is planning to set 
up another C-Band Doppler Weather Radar at 
Mangalore by end of 2019, which will cover 
parts of northern Kerala 
• At present, there are two Doppler Weather 
Radars in Kerala, at Kochi and 
Thiruvananthapuram.  
• With these 3 radars, the entire state will be 
covered for monitoring of rainfall and severe 
weather events and to adequately warn the 
people well in advance. 
 
Other Details- 
The IMD has developed several new models and 
tools right from nowcasts (2-3 hours) to 
extended range forecasts (15-20 days’ lead time) 
to monitor Kerala’s weather.  
The Department is also planning to organise an 
awareness and training workshop for the state 
disaster management authorities of all states and 
other stakeholders by next month, to brief and 
train them on the new tools and how to make 
use of them for effective decision making. 
 

Background- 
The announcement follows severe flooding in 
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Kerala, which brought the state to a complete 
standstill for over a week.  
The South West monsoon hit the shores of 
Kerala on May 28 and the second spell of 
incessant showers that started on August 8 
continued almost without a moment of stopping 
till August 18, resulting in one of the state’s 
worst floods in nearly a century. 
Thirty-five out of the fifty-five dams within the 
state were opened for the first time in history 
and all five overflow gates of the Idukki Dam 
were opened at the same time after a gap of 26 
years.  
A total of 10, 28,000 people have been sheltered 
in 3,274 camps in the flood-hit districts across 
the state. 
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SUMMIT / 
CONFERENCE 

 
President of India inaugurates “One 
District One Product” Summit 
• President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated 
the One District One Product Summit on 10 
August 2018, in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh. 
• Addressing to peoples he said that MSME 
(Micro Small and Medium Enterprises) acts as 
the backbone of our economy. Because of lower 
cost of capital it is widely practiced in rural and 
backward areas and provides employment on 
mass level. 
• He further said that this scheme will enhance 
skill and will induce reach to products. 
• Around 44% contribution is made by UP in 
country’s total handicrafts exports. 
 
About One District One Product: 
• One District One Product (ODOP) is a 
comprehensive scheme launched by UP 
Government on 24 January which identifies 
each district on the basis of specialization as 
well as traditional manufacturing and aims to 
promote the manufacturing by enriching the 
quality to meet international standard. 
• This scheme will assure the inclusive and 
sustainable growth of the state. 
• During the summit, loan papers with amount 
of 94 crore are distributed to artisan from 75 
districts of UP, under tagline “Nayi Udaan, 
Nai Pehchan.” 
• This scheme has a target of procuring 25 lakh 
employment in 5 years. Effective 
implementation of the scheme will raise GDP of 
state by 2%. 
 
BRICS FILM FESTIVAL-2018 
• The 3rd BRICS Film Festival took place in 
Durban, South Africa, along with International 
Durban Film Festival from 22 to 27 July, 2018. 
• The 3rdBRICS Film Festival recognized 
following categories – Best Film, Best 
Producer/s, Best Director, Best Script, Writer / 
Screenplay writer, Best Actor, Best Actress, 

Best Supporting Actor, Best Supporting Actress, 
Best Editor, Best Cinematography / Director of 
Photography (DOP), Best Composer / Music, 
Special Jury award. 
• The Indian Delegation was headed by Shri 
Manoj Kumar Pingua. 
 
Awarded Indian Films / Personalities- 
• Best Actress:  Bhanita Das, Village 
Rockstars 
• Best Film: Newton by Amit Masurkar 
• Special Jury Award: Village 
Rockstars by Rima Das 
 
Screened Indian Films- 
• The festival screened four Indian Films in the 
following category 
 
Films in Competition Section: 
1. Newton Amit Masurkar 
2. Village Rockstars Rima Das 
 
Films in Non-competition Section: 
1. Sinjar –  Sandeep Pampally 
2. Bhanayakam– Jayaraj 
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SPORTS 
 
Asian Games 2018: India ends Asian 
Games campaign with best medal haul 
The 18th Asian Games concluded on 
September 2, 2018 in Jakarta, Indonesia with a 
grand closing ceremony that saw live 
performances by some of the world's best artists 
including iKon, GIGI, Isyana Sarasvati and 
Denada. The 2018 edition of the Games saw 
participation from more than 10,000 athletes. 
Among the total medals won, 465 gold medals 
were won by the athletes of 28 countries. China 
topped the medal tally with 132 gold medals, 
followed by Japan at the second place with 75 
gold medals. 
India concluded its run at the Asian Games with 
a record show that boasted of a total of 69 
medals, including 15 gold, 24 silver and 30 
bronze. The previous highest medal tally for 
India was at the 2010 edition in Guangzhou, 
China where they had finished sixth with 14 
gold, 17 silver and 34 bronze. 
 
Asian Games 2018 Medal Tally- 

Rank Country Gold Silver Bronze Total 

1 China 132 92 65 289 

2 Japan 75 56 74 205 

3 Korea 49 58 70 177 

4 Indonesia 31 24 43 98 

5 Uzbekistan 21 24 25 70 

6 Iran 20 20 22 62 

7 Chinese 
Taipei 

17 19 31 67 

8 India 15 24 30 69 

9 Kazakhstan 15 17 44 76 

10 DPR Korea 12 12 13 37 
 

Sport Gold Silver Bronze Total 

Athletics 7 10 2 19 

Shooting 2 4 3 9 

Wrestling 2 - 1 3 

Bridge 1 - 2 3 

Rowing 1 - 2 3 

Tennis 1 - 2 3 

Boxing 1 - 1 2 

Archery - 2 - 2 

Equestrian - 2 - 2 

Squash - 1 4 5 

Sailing - 1 2 3 

Badminton - 1 1 2 

Hockey - 1 1 2 

Kabaddi - 1 1 2 

Kurash - 1 1 1 

Wushu - - 4 4 

Table Tennis - - 2 2 

Sepaktakraw - - 1 1 
Indian Medal Winners- 
 
Gold Medals 

Athletics 
Swapna Barman 
Swapna Barman gave India its first-ever Asiad 
gold in women's heptathlon event. Barman, who 
has six toes in both her feet, competed in the event 
with her jaw taped up, as she was battling an 
excruciating toothache. 
Still, she produced her career-best performance by 
posting a score of 6026 points. Before her, only 
Soma Biswas, J J Shobha and Pramila Aiyappa 
have returned with a medal in the event from the 
Asian Games. 
 
Arpinder Singh 
Arpinder Singh ended India's 48-year wait for a 
gold medal in the men's triple jump event at the 
Asian Games as he topped the finals with his best 
effort of 16.77 metres. 
He also ended the country's 36 year-long wait to 
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earn a medal in men's triple jump. India had last 
won a medal in the event in 1982 and the last gold 
medal came in 1970 through Mohinder Singh Gill. 
 
Jinson Johnson 
Jinson Johnson, with a time of 3:44:72 finished 
first in the men's 1500m final on the Day 12 of the 
18th Asian Games. Johnson, who had won the 
silver in 800m, took the gold this time, while 
Manjit Singh, who had won the gold in 800m, 
finished fourth.  
 
4x400 Relay finals 
The Indian women's relay team clinched the top 
position in the women's 4x400 relay finals with a 
timing of 3:28:72. Hima Das gave India the lead at 
first and the other three racers - MR Poovamma, 
SL Gayakwad and V Koroth- maintained it right 
till the end. It was the fifth consecutive gold medal 
for India in the event, as India has been winning 
gold in the women's 4x400m relay since 2002 
Asian Games. 
In the men's 4x400m relay, the Indian team 
comprising Kunhu Muhammed, Dharunn 
Ayyasamy, Mohd. Anas and Arokia Rajiv clocked 
3:01.85 to settle for silver. India had finished 
fourth in this event in the 2014 Asian Games. 
 
Tajinder Pal Singh 
India’s 23-year-old Tajinder Pal Singh clinched 
the gold medal in men’s shot put with an Asian 
Games record. It was India’s first gold in Athletics 
at the 2018 Asian Games and it gave a perfect 
start to India’s Athletics campaign. 
Tejinder finished first in the men’s shot put final 
setting a new record at 20.75 m during his fifth 
attempt surpassing the six-year-old national record 
of 20.69m set by Om Prakash Karhana. 
 
Neeraj Chopra 
Neeraj Chopra won the second gold in Athletics 
for India when he, with a throw of 88.06m broke 
the national record and finished first in the men’s 
javelin throw event. With the win, he became the 
first Indian javelin thrower to win an Asiad gold. 
 
Manjit Singh and Jinson Johnson 
Manjit Singh stole the limelight on Day of 2018 

Asian Games by finishing first in the men's 800m 
final with a timing of 1.46.15. Jinson Johnson 
followed close behind with a timing of 1.46.35 to 
finish at the second place. 
It was India’s only second one-two at the Asian 
Games as Ranjit Singh and Kulwant Singh had 
won a gold and silver at the inaugural edition in 
New Delhi in 1951. Manjit’s gold was also the 
first after Charles Bor romeo’s feat in the 1982 
Asian Games. 
 
Silver Medals 
Among the many silver medals won by India in 
athletics, Neena Varakil won silver in women’s 
long jump and so did veteran long distance runner 
Sudha Singh and Dharun Ayyasamy, who finished 
second in women’s 3000m steeplechase and 
men’s 400m hurdles respectively. 
 
India's Muhammed Anas and Hima Das also 
bagged the silver medal in the men's and women's 
400 metres races respectively. While Anas 
completed the race in 45.69 seconds to be second, 
Hima clocked record-breaking 50.79 seconds to 
take the second place in the women's race. 
 
Dutee Chand also won silver in the women's 100 
m event thus, winning the country's first medal in 
20 years in a women's 100 event. India's last 
medal in this event was a bronze, which was won 
by Rachita Mistry in 1998 Asian Games. 
 
Dutee also won another silver for India, after she 
came second in the women's 200 m event with a 
finish time of 23.20 sec. 
 
Bronze Medals 
Team India's first bronze medal in athletics came 
through Seema Punia, who with a throw of 62.26 
finished at the third sport in women's discus throw 
finals. The other Indian in the competition, 
Sandeep Kumari, finished fifth. 
In the women's 1500m final, P Chitra won the 
bronze medal after she finished the race with a 
time of 4:12:56. 
 
Equestrian 
In another first, Fouaad Mirza became the first 
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Indian to win an Asian Games individual 
equestrian medal since 1982. He finished second 
with a score of 26.40 in the individual equestrian 
jumping event behind Japan’s Oiwa Yoshiaki. 
Further, he along with his teammates Rakesh 
Kumar, Ashish Malik and Jitender Singh guided 
India to a second-place in the equestrian team 
event. 
 
Kurash 
India's first medal in the event came through 
Malaprabha Yallapa Jadav, who picked up bronze 
following her semifinal defeat. 
This was followed by silver, which was won by 
Pinky Balhara in the women's 52 kg final after she 
lost to Uzbekistan's Gulnor Sulaymanova by 10-0. 

Tennis 
Men's doubles 
The Indian tennis duo of Rohan Bopanna and 
Divij Sharan clinched the 6th gold medal for India 
on Day 6 of Asian Games 2018, after they beat 
Kazakhstan's Denis Yevseyev and Aleksandr 
Bublik 6-3, 6-4 in the men's doubles tennis event. 
 
Historically, it has been India’s best event in 
tennis at the Asian Games. The country had won 
four gold medals in men’s doubles in the last six 
editions. 
 
Men's Singles 
In men's singles tennis semifinal, India's Prajesh 
Gunneswaran also settled for bronze after losing 
to Uzbekistan's Denis Istomin 2-6, 2-6. 
 
Women's Singles 
On Day 5 of Asian Games 2018, Indian tennis 
player Ankita Raina lost her semifinals match by 
4-6, 7-6 to China’s Zhang Shuai. She had to settle 
for bronze. 
However, the feat has made her the only second 
Indian woman after Sania Mirza to win a medal in 
the tennis singles event at the Asian Games. 
 
Mixed Doubles 
The Indian pair of Rohan Bopanna and Ankita 
Raina lost in the mixed doubles quarterfinals to 
Indonesia's CB Rungkat and A Sutjiadi. 

Comment 
In the numbers game, India’s performance at the 
2018 Asian Games didn't match up to its previous 
Asiad performances. Tennis had brought India 
five medals in the last two editions, but only three 
could be won in the latest edition. Bopanna and 
Raina couldn’t quite replicate their form in the 
mixed doubles, as they bowed out in the quarter-
finals of the event. 
With Yuki Bhambri deciding to skip the Asian 
Games and instead prepare for the US Open, 
India's no.1 singles player was Ramkumar 
Ramanathan who made an early exit in the 
tournament. 

Badminton 
PV Sindhu 
In the much-awaited women's singles gold medal 
match between PV Sindhu and Tai Tzu Yin, 
Sindhu had to settle for silver after she lost to Yin 
in straight sets. Despite the loss, Sindhu became 
the first badminton player to win silver in Asian 
Games. 
In her semifinal match, she had defeated Japan's 
Akane Yamaguchi 21-17, 15-21, 21-10 to become 
the first-ever badminton player to reach the final 
of Asian Games in either singles or doubles. 
 
Saina Nehwal 
Though Nehwal lost to world no.1 Tai Tzu Ying 
of Chinese Taipei in straight games of 17-21, 14-
21 in their semifinal clash, she became the only 
second singles player and the first female one to 
win an Asiad bronze after Syed Modi, who had 
won a bronze in 1982. 

Rowing 
Men’s Sculls team 
The India’s men’s sculls team comprising Sawarn 
Singh, Sukhmeet Singh, Dattu Baban Bhokanal and 
Om Prakash won a historic gold in the quadruple 
sculls event. 
 
Dushyant Chauhan 
Dushyant Chauhan, who was a bronze medalist in 
lightweight single sculls at Incheon, defended his 
third place and won the bronze in the men's 
lightweight single sculls event. 
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Double Sculls 
Bhagwan Singh and Rohit Kumar won another 
bronze in men's lightweight double sculls. 

Wrestling 
Bajrang Punia 
Indian wrestler Bajrang Punia snatched the 
spotlight on the Day 1 of the 18th Asian Games by 
opening India’s gold medal account. Punia won 
his maiden Asian Games gold in the 65kg 
category by defeating Japan's Takatani Daichi 10-
8 in an exciting final bout. 
 
The 24-year-old, with his performance, has 
become the only third Indian, after Yogeshwar 
Dutt and Rajinder Singh, to win two gold medals 
in a year (CWG and Asiad). 
 
Vinesh Phogat 
Wrestler Vinesh Phogat, who entered the 
quarterfinals of the women’s 50kg weight 
category after beating China’s Sun Yanan 8-2, 
brought home the second gold medal for India. 
Phogat earned the medal with a 6-2 win over 
Japan's Irie Yuki in women's 50kg freestyle 
wrestling. 
 
It is Phogat's second Asiad medal after winning a 
bronze medal in the women's freestyle 48 kg 
category at Incheon in 2014. With the win, she 
created history by becoming the first Indian 
woman wrestler to win a gold medal at the Asian 
Games. 

Shooting 
Rahi Sarnobat 
Shooter Rahi Sarnobat won the 4th gold medal 
for India in the finals of women’s 25m pistol 
event on Day 4 of Asian Games 2018. With the 
feat, she became the first Indian woman to win a 
gold medal in shooting at the Asian Games. 
 
Saurabh Chaudhary and Abhishek Verma 
On Day 3 of Asian Games 2018, shooters 
Saurabh Chaudhary and Abhishek Verma added 
two more medals to India’s medal account. 
The 16-year-old Indian shooter, Saurabh 
Choudhary clinched the gold after producing an 

Asian Games record score of 240.7 in the 10m 
Air Pistol event. It was India's third gold medal at 
the ongoing Games. 
Abhishek Verma, on the other hand, bagged the 
bronze after scoring 219.3 in the same event. 
 
Sanjeev Rajput 
Sanjeev Rajput won silver for India by finishing 
second in the finals of 50m rifle 3 positions 
men’s event. 
 
Deepak Kumar 
India’s first medal on Day 2 was won by shooter 
Deepak Kumar, who won the much-deserved 
silver in the men’s 10m air rifle finals event. 
 
 Deepak Kumar wins silver in men’s 10m air rifle 
finals 
 
Lakshay Sheoran 
Indian shooter Lakshay, who made his Asian 
Games debut, helped India secure its second 
medal of the day with a score of 43/50. The 19-
year-old shooter bagged a silver medal at the 
finals of the men’s trap event. 
 
Shardul Vihan 
The highlight of day 5 was when 15-year-old 
Shardul Vihan, in an unexpected triumph, won 
India’s 4th silver medal in the finals of the men’s 
double trap event. 
 
Apurvi Chandela and Ravi Kumar 
India’s first medal at the Games was won by the 
nation’s mixed rifle team comprising Apurvi 
Chandela and Ravi Kumar, who had to settle for 
bronze after they were defeated by China. 
 
Heena Sidhu 
Heena Sidhu, who had won a gold and silver at 
the 2018 Commonwealth Games, had to settle for 
bronze in the women's 10m Air Pistol event at the 
18th Asian Games. 

Boxing 
Amit Panghal 
India’s Amit Panghal stunned the reigning 
Olympic champion to clinch gold. Amit beat 
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Uzbekistan's Hasanboy Dusmatov to finish at the 
top in the men's Light Fly (49kg) finals. 
This is the first gold medal in boxing for India in 
this edition of the Asian Games. 
 
Vikas Krishnan 
Indian boxer Vikas Krishan had to settle for 
bronze after he was declared medically unfit to 
fight his semifinal bout in men's 75kg event due 
to a cut on his left eyelid, which he sustained 
earlier in the event. 
The 26-year-old was to take on Kazakhstan's 
Amankul Abilkhan in his last-four clash but was 
forced out due to the injury. 

Bridge Team 
Men’s Pair 
Pranab Bardhan and Shibhnath Sarkar clinched 
the gold medal in the Bridge Men’s Pair event. 
With the win, Pranab Bardhan became the oldest 
man in Indian contingent to win a medal at the 
18th Asian Games. 
 
Men’s Team 
The bridge men’s team comprising Jaggy 
Shivdasani, Rajeshwar Tewari, Ajay Khare, Raju 
Tolani, Debabrata Majumder and Sumit 
Mukherjee won bronze in their event. 
 
Mixed Team 
The Indian bride team comprising Kiran Nadar, 
Hema Deora, Hima Khandelwal, Bachiraju 
Satyanarayana, Gopinath Manna and Rajeev 
Khandelwal won bronze in the men’s bridge team 
event. 

Kabaddi 
Men's Kabaddi 
The Indian men’s kabaddi team failed to make it 
to the finals for the very first time. India's nearly 
unchallenged domination of the Asian Games 
kabaddi competition ended on August 23 with 
the men's team settling for the bronze, after they 
suffered a shocking 18-27 loss at the hands of 
two-time runners-up Iran. 
 
Women’s Kabaddi 
Another disappointing finish for India was in the 

women's kabaddi final, when the defending 
champions had to settle for silver after being 
defeated by Iran 27-24. 

Hockey 
Women’s Hockey 
The Indian women hockey team's dream of 
reclaiming the gold at the Asian Games after 36 
years remained unfulfilled after they lost 1-2 to 
Japan to settle for the silver medal. 
To begin with, the Indians were the favourites to 
win the title as they are ranked five places above 
Japan at the ninth position in the world rankings. 
 
Men’s Hockey 
The Indian men's hockey team lost to Malaysia 
in penalty shootouts in their semifinal match. 
However, they won the bronze medal after they 
defeated Pakistan 2-1 in their bronze medal 
play-offs. 

Squash 
Women's singles 
Indian squash players Dipika Pallikal Karthik 
and Joshna Chinappa had to settle for bronze in 
the women's singles after losing to their 
respective opponents in the semifinals of the 
18th Asian Games on August 25. 
While Dipika lost to defending champion Nicol 
David of Malaysia in the first semifinal, Joshna 
lost to Malaysia's Sivasangari Subramaniam. 
This is Dipika’s second Asian Games bronze 
medal after she lost in the semi-finals of the 
2014 Asian Games. 
 
Women’s team 
The women’s squash team had to settle for silver 
after they lost 0-2 against Hong Kong in the 
finals. 
 
Men's singles 
Top-seeded Indian squash player Sauran Ghosal 
lost to Chung Ming Au of Hong Kong China 12-
10, 13-11, 6-11, 6-11, 6-11 in the squash men's 
singles semi-final. Ghosal had won silver at the 
2014 Asian Games. 
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Men’s Team 
The Indian men’s squash team comprising 
Saurav Ghosal, Harinder Pal Singh Sandhu, 
Ramit Tandon and Mahesh Mangaonkar had to 
settle for bronze after losing 0-2 to Hong Kong 
in the semifinals of the men’s squash event 

Sailing 
India clinched three medals in sailing on Day 
13 of the 18th Asian Games with Varsha 
Gautham and Sweta Shervegar winning silver 
in the 49er FX women's event, Harshita Tomar 
claiming bronze in the Open Laser 4.7 event 
and Varun Thakkar Ashok and Chengappa 
Ganapathy Kelapanda settling for bronze the 
49er men's event. 
 

Wushu 
India won four bronze medals in Wushu - 
Roshibina Devi in Sanda 60kg category, Santosh 
Kumar in Sanda 56kg category, Surya Bhanu 
Partap Singh in Sanda 60kg category and 
Narender Grewal in Sanda 65kg category. 
By far, this is the best performance by the Indian 
Wushu contingent in the Asian Games, as in 
Incheon games in 2014, they had secured 2 
bronze medals. 
Wushu is a martial art form that is made up of 
two disciplines, namely Taoulu (forms) and 
Sanda (sparring). Sanda comprises the combative 
aspect of the art-form, while Taoulu involves a 
demonstration of the moves, acrobatic routines 
and techniques that that are implemented in 
Sanda. 

Moment of the Day 
Indian Wushu athlete Surya Singh appearing in 
the men’s Sanda 60kg semifinals injured his 
knee badly during the first round of the 
match.However, the Indian continued to fight 
till the end of the bout, which was won by Iran's 
Erfan 2-0. 
At the end of the match, instead of celebrating 
his own win, the Iranian showed brilliant 
sportsmanship by picking up the wounded 
Indian athlete and helping him get off the ring. 
 

Sepak Takraw 
The Indian Sepak Takraw team has won the 
bronze medal in the men’s team regu at the Asian 
Games. 

Archery 
India won a silver medal each in the men’s and 
women’s compound archery team event. 
In the women's team gold medal match, India lost 
to Korea by 228-231 to settle for silver. In the 
men's compound team finals, though the match 
was tied at 229-229, the gold medal was awarded 
to Korea and India had to settle for silver. 

Table Tennis 
The pair of Achanta Sharath Kamal and Manika 
Batra won bronze in the mixed doubles event of 
the table tennis. 
 
Key medals lost 
Shooting 
Apurvi Chandela lost out on winning any medal, 
after she ended up at the 5th place in the finals 
of the 10m air rifle women's event. 
India’s teen sensation Manu Bhaker and 
Abhishek Verma also failed to qualify for the 
pistol mixed team finals against expectations. 
Baker was also eliminated after the fifth round 
in the women’s 25m pistol event. The 16-year-
old had scored a games record total of 593 to top 
the qualifying list for finals. 
Star shooter Manavjit Singh Sandhu, who had a 
lot of hopes riding on him, also failed to bring 
home a medal by finishing fourth at the finals of 
the men’s trap event. 
 
Wrestling 
 
India’s Sakshi Malik, who had a lot of medal 
expectations riding on her, fought hard in her 
Bronze medal bout but lost in the end on 
technical superiority to DPR Korea's Rim Jong 
Sim.  
In men’s wrestling finals, India’s other star 
wrestler Sushil Kumar, on whom a lot of 
expectations were set, also failed to win any 
medal. Wrestler Sumit Malik also lost his 
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bronze medal bout against Uzbekistan's M Davit 
in the men’s 125 kg category. 
 
Badminton 
The mixed double pair of Rankireddy/Ashwini 
Ponappa and Pranav Jerry Chopra/N Sikki 
Reddy lost their respective Round of 32 
matches. 
In a shocking defeat, world no. 7 Kidambi 
Srikanth crashed out in the second round of 
men's singles after losing 19-21 in the second 
game against Hong Kong's Wong Wing Ki 
Vincent. 
 
Gymnastics 
India finished 7th in the women's team final 
with 138.050 points. 
Despite good start, Dipa Karmakar finished fifth 
in the Balance Beam final 
 
Weightlifting 
India’s medal hopes in weightlifting fell with 
Sathish Kumar Sivalingam finishing at the 10th 
position and Ajay Singh finishing at 5th in the 
men’s 77 kg weightlifting event. 
 
Rowing 
India’s star rower Dattu Bhokanal finished at the 
6th position in men’s singles sculls final with a 
timing of 8:28:56. 

About Asian Games 
• The Asian Games, also known as Asiad, is a 
continental multi-sport event held every four 
years between athletes from all over Asia. 
• Since 1982, the Games have been organised by 
the Olympic Council of Asia (OCA).Prior to 
that, the Games were regulated by the Asian 
Games Federation (AGF). 
• The AGF regulated the very first Asian Games, 
which were held in New Delhi, India in 1951 
until the 1978 Games, till the federation’s 
breakup.  
• The Games are the second largest multi-sport 
event after the Olympic Games. 
• Overall, nine nations have hosted the Asian 
Games and forty-six nations have participated in 
it, including Israel, which was excluded from the 

Games after their last participation in 1974. 
• The last edition of the Games was hosted by 
Incheon, South Korea from 19 September to 4 
October 2014. The current edition was originally 
scheduled to be hosted by Vietnam in Hanoi, 
however, the country withdrew its bid, based on 
economic considerations.  
• Following Vietnam’s withdrawal, Indonesia 
offered to hold the 18th Asian Games. This will 
be the second time that Indonesia hosts the 
Asian Games. The first one was held in Jakarta 
in 1962. 
• This will be the first time that the Asian Games 
will be held in two cities - Jakarta and 
Palembang. 

2018 Asian Games logo and mascots 
• The logo for the 18th Asian Games is a colorful 
circle taken from the shape of the Gelora Bung 
Karno Stadium and named the Energy of Asia, 
depicting the strengthening spirit of the Games, 
participated by multicultural nations shining for 
all the world to see. 
• The three mascots of the Games include - Bhin 
Bhin, Atung and Kaka. 
• The mascots represent three aspects of the 
competitive games- Strategy, Speed and Strength. 
• Bhin Bhin depicts the image of the 
Cendrawasih or Bird of Paradise, which is mainly 
found in Papua, 
• Atung is a Bawean Deer, the symbol of speed 
and Kaka is a Rhino representing strength. 
• Each mascot wears special attire inspired by the 
traditional textiles from Papua, Jakarta and 
Palembang. 
  
Steel Ministry launches sports policy 
for CPSEs 
The Union Minister of Steel, Chaudhary 
Birender Singh on August 27, 2018 unveiled the 
corporate sports policy for Central Public Sector 
Enterprises (CPSEs) under the Ministry of Steel 
in New Delhi. 
The policy will provide a framework for the 
promotion of sports by Steel Ministry CPSEs. 
Speaking on the occasion, Chaudhary Birender 
Singh said that sports are an indicator of a 
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country’s economic development and strength 
and the CPSEs, under the Steel Ministry, will 
strive to groom medal aspirants for the Olympic 
Games. 
 
Key Highlights- 
• The Steel CPSEs will discharge their 
responsibility through infrastructural and 
institutional support for talent spotting, 
scholarships, training and coaching. 
• The CPSEs will first allocate a specific budget 
for sports activities according to their financial 
strength. The allocated amount will be separate 
from the company’s CSR funds. 
• The amount would be utilised by the 
companies to encourage rural sports, sports for 
differently-abled and activities for homemakers 
by sponsoring annual and periodic sporting 
events. 
• The public sector companies will also sponsor 
national and international sporting events. 
• Besides, all the CPSEs under the Steel 
Ministry will form an apex sports body, which 
will be affiliated to National Level Sports 
Associations and Federations, Indian Olympic 
Association (IOA) and Para Olympic Federation 
and Association. 
• The Maharatna and Navaratna CPSEs may set 
up sports academy in at least one of the 
identified sports discipline and maintain 
infrastructure there for including general fitness 
equipment and facilities. 
 
Background- 
According to Steel Minister Chaudhary Birender 
Singh, the Steel Ministry is responsible not only 
for its PSEs but also for nation-building and the 
sports policy is directed towards that end. 
The Centre has also highlighted the need for 
institutional support to sports with its “Khelo 
India” programme, which provides annual 
financial assistance of Rs. 5 lakh per annum for 
8 years to talented players identified in priority 
sports disciplines. The programme has already 
started yielding results. 
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AWARDS AND 
HONOURS 

 
Shalaka Samman 2017-18 
• Prominent scriptwriter, lyricist and poet 
Javed Akhtar received “Shalaka Samman” for 
the year 2017-18 by Hindi Sahitya Academy, 
New Delhi. 
• The award was bestowed to him by 
Academy Vice Chairman Vishnu Khare on 
1stJuly 2018. 
• Javed Akhtar has won five National Film 
Awards for best lyricist ,16 Filmfare Awards for 
Best Lyrics, Best Script and Best Dialogue, 
Sahitya Akademi for Urdu in 2013, major 
civilian awards  like Padma Shri in 1999 and 
Padma Bhusan in 2007. 
• In March 2010, Javed Akhtar was nominated 
to the Rajya Sabha as Member of Parliament. 
 
About Shalaka Samman: 
• It is the highest honor given by Hindi 
Academy every year to the scholars who have 
done premier literary contribution for the 
upliftment of Hindi language. 
• This award is provided since 1987 and the 
first recipient was legendary poet Dr. Ram Vilas 
Sharma. 
• The award includes a cash reward of Rs. 5 
Lakh, citation and emblem etc. 
 
SANGITA KALANIDHI AWARD-
2018 
• The Madras Music Academy announces 
Sangita Kalanidhi (one of the highest award in 
Carnatic Music) and other awards on 15th July 
2018. 
• Well – known Carnatic vocalist Aruna 
Sairam has been selected for 2018- Sangita 
Kalanidhi. 
• At the same occasion other awards were also 
announced under various titles. These are: 
 
SANGITA KALA ACHARYA AWARD – It 
is to be given to two persons namely Shri 
Thanjavur R Ramdas (a Veteran Mridangam 

artist) for consciously training several artists as 
jewels and Dr.K Omana Kutty (Vocalist) for 
teaching music for several years within the 
academic framework. 
 
T.T.K AWARDS –It is to be given Smt. 
Kalyani Ganesan (a respected Vainika) and 
Shri S.R.G. Rajanna (Veteran Nagswaram 
Performer). 
 
MUSICOLOGIST AWARD– Dr. Premeela 
Gurumurthy was declared as winner. She is a 
professional in Carnatic Music and currently 
serving as Vice Chancellor of Tamil Nadu 
University of Fine Arts. 
NRITYA KALANIDHI AWARD – This is a 
dance award conferred to Smt. Shanta 
Dhananajayan for the year 2018. She is an 
eminent Bharatnatyam exponent and a guru. 
 
About Sangita Kalanidhi Award: 
• This is a prestigious award bestowed to the 
jewels and experts of Carnatic music who has 
contributed distinguishly for the development 
and dignity of it. 
 
Fields Medal-2018 
• Renowned Indian-Australian mathematician 
Akshay Venkatesh has been bestowed with 
prestigious Fields Medal for his synthesis of 
analytic number theory, homogeneous 
dynamics, topology and representation theory, 
which has resolved long-standing problems in 
areas such as the equi-distribution of arithmetic 
objects. 
• He was awarded on 1st August at the 
International Congress of Mathematicians in Rio 
de Janeiro. 
• Other awardees of Fields Medal include 
Alessio Figalli of Italy, Peter Scholze of 
Germany and Caucher Birkar (Kurdish Iranian). 
• Akshay Venkatesh is a New Delhi born 
mathematician who is currently teaching at 
Stanford University. 
 
About Fields Medal: 
• Fields Medal, often described as the Nobel 
Prize of mathematics is a prestigious award 
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which is given to the individuals for their 
profound contribution in Mathematics who are 
under the age of 40 as on 1st January of the 
awarding year, this award was institutionalized 
in 1936. 
• Fields Medal is awarded every four year on 
the occasion of the International Congress of the 
International Mathematical Union (IMU). 
• The award constitutes a medal and cash 
prize of 15,000 Canadian Dollars that are funded 
by a trust established by J.C. Fields at the 
University of Toronto. 
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COMMISSION & 
COMMITTEE 

 
SEBI should seek power to tap phone 
calls: TK Viswanathan Committee 
The Committee on Fair Market Conduct, headed 
by former law secretary T K Viswanathan, 
submitted its report to SEBI Chairman Ajay 
Tyagi on August 8, 2018.  
In its report, the committee recommended the 
market regulator Securities and Exchange Board 
of India (SEBI) to seek powers to tap telephones 
and other electronic communication devices to 
check insider trading and other frauds. 
Currently, the SEBI has the power to only ask 
for call records, which includes numbers called 
and the duration of calls made.  
The Securities and Exchange Board of India 
(SEBI) has sought comments from public on the 
committee's recommendations till August 24, 
2018. 

Significance 
If the recommendation is implemented, SEBI 
will be able to listen in on the calls, as well as 
intercept other forms of electronic 
communication. 
 
Recommendations of the TK Viswanathan 
Committee 
• The committee says, “Currently there are 
several methods of electronic communication 
apart from telephone calls which are fairly 
widely used…, interception of electronic 
communication should also be covered in the 
powers being sought”.  
• The committee suggested a series of changes 
in rules on market frauds, insider trading, 
surveillance and investigations. 
 
Recommendations on insider trading 

The report also made a number of 
recommendations on insider trading. It 
suggested the creation of two separate codes of 
conduct: 

• One would set minimum standards on 
dealing with insider information by listed 
companies. 
• The other would set standards for market 
intermediaries, auditors, accountancy firms, law 
firms and consultants who are handling price-
sensitive information. 
 
The ‘Prohibition of Insider Trading 
Regulations’ may be amended to have these 
two separate codes. 
• The regulator should seek direct 
access instead through an enforcement agency. 
The powers should be equivalent to those given 
to other regulatory agencies such as the Central 
Board of Direct Taxes to deal with economic 
offences. 
• SEBI should sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding with enforcement bodies like 
Income Tax Department, Economic Offences 
Wing, Reserve Bank of India, Enforcement 
Directorate and the Ministry of Corporate 
Affairs. 
• It suggested easier regulations for disclosure 
of trades and it should apply only to promoters, 
directors and designated persons. 
 
Designated persons 

The committee defines the designated persons 
as the promoters, directors, the chief executive 
officers and two levels below the CEO. The 
existing rules bring all employees under the 
designated persons, if they meet the threshold 
of trades. 
• The regulations against frauds should also 
cover all market participants and their 
employees as well as agents of intermediaries. 
• It recommended on need for brokers to self-
certify compliance of algorithms and 
implementation of 'Model Risk Checks for Algo 
Trading’ 
• It suggested a two-tiered approach for 
investigation and enforcement, wherein 
sensitive cases and matters involving large-cap 
companies should be handled by designated 
SEBI officials in a fast-track manner, while 
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regular cases shall be handled by other SEBI 
officials in the normal course. 
• It recommended for the inclusion of 
definitions for the terms 'Financial Literacy', an 
important eligibility condition for a compliance 
officer. 
• It recommended that trading done by an entity 
in excess of its financial sources should be 
deemed to be fraudulent, if such trading leads to 
any manipulation in the price or volume of the 
security.  
• It recommended mandatory whistle-blower 
policies at listed firms and the companies 
should maintain details of immediate 
relatives of designated persons who might deal 
with price-sensitive information. 
• It recommended the inclusion of a new sub-
section within the SEBI Act, 1992, 
that prohibits devices, schemes or 
artifices employed for manipulating the books 
of accounts or financial statements of a listed 
company. 
Note 

The TK Viswanathan Committee recommended 
amendments to SEBI Act,1992; SEBI 
(Prohibition of Insider Trading) Regulations, 
2015; and SEBI (Prohibition of Fraudulent and 
Unfair Trade Practices relating to Securities 
Markets) Regulations, 2003. 
Much of the recommendations came in the 
wake of several high-profile cases being probed 
by SEBI and other agencies where relatives of 
senior executives at listed companies have 
come under scanner. 
These cases include those related to ICICI 
Bank, HDFC Bank, Axis Bank and Tata 
Motors where sensitive financial information 
got leaked over WhatsApp before their formal 
announcement. 
 
Committee on Fair Market Conduct 
• The SEBI constituted a Committee on Fair 
Market Conduct in August 2017 under the 
Chairmanship of TK Viswanathan, Ex-Secretary 
General of Lok Sabha and Ex- Law Secretary.  
• The Committee was mandated to review the 
existing legal framework to deal with market 

abuse to ensure fair market conduct in the 
securities market.  
• It was mandated to review the surveillance, 
investigation and enforcement mechanisms 
being undertaken by SEBI to make them more 
effective in protecting market integrity.  
• The Committee comprised of representatives 
of law firms, mutual funds, brokers, forensic 
auditing firms, stock exchanges, chambers of 
commerce, data analytics firms and SEBI. 
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YEAR, DAY & WEEK 
 
National Sports Day 2018 celebrated in 
India 
India on August 29, 2018 observed the National 
Sports Day 2018 to mark the birth anniversary 
of the legendary hockey player Major Dhyan 
Chand who was born on August 29, 1905. 
Every year on this day, the President of India 
confers National sports and adventure awards 
including Arjuna and Khel Ratna to celebrate 
the achievements of exceptional athletes in the 
country. However, this year, the date has been 
postponed to September 25, 2018 in the wake of 
ongoing  Asian Games 2018. 
The Asian Games, also known as Asiad, is a 
continental multi-sport event held every four 
years between athletes from all over Asia. 
  
About Dhyan Chand- 
• Born on 29 August 1905 in Allahabad, Dhyan 
Chand was an Indian field hockey player and 
was considered as one of the greatest field 
hockey players of all time. 
• He was known for his extraordinary goal-
scoring feats. 
• He helped India to win three Olympic gold 
medals in 1928, 1932, and 1936 in field hockey. 
• He was known as “The Wizard” for his superb 
ball control. 
• He scored more than 400 goals in his career 
which spanned over 22 years. 
• In 1956, he was awarded with the third highest 
civilian honour of Padma Bhushan. 
• The Union Government in 2012 decided to 
celebrate his birthday, i.e. 29 August, as the 
country’s National Sports Day. 
 
19 August: World Humanitarian Day 
The World Humanitarian Day was observed 
across the world on August 19, 2018 to pay 
tribute to workers who risk their lives in 
humanitarian services and to gather support for 
people affected by crises around the world. 
 
 

2018 World Humanitarian Day campaign: 
#NotATarget 
The 2018 World Humanitarian Day aims to 
draw attention towards the millions of civilians 
affected by armed conflict every day. Millions 
of innocent civilians are forced to flee or hide 
due to conflicts and wars around the world. 
Countless families are displaced from their 
homes, children are taken out from schools and 
communities are torn apart and the world is not 
doing enough to stop their suffering. 
Even health and aid workers, who risk their 
lives every single day to serve and care for 
people, are being targeted. This year’s 
campaign demands the world leaders to do 
everything in their power to protect all civilians 
in conflict. 
When and why was the day proclaimed? 
On August 19, 2003, a terrorist attack had hit 
the United Nations headquarters in Baghdad, 
Iraq. The bombing killed 22 people including 
UN Representative in Iraq, Sergio Vieira de 
Mello. 
Five years later in 2008, the United Nations 
General Assembly adopted a resolution 
designating 19 August as World Humanitarian 
Day.  
Since then every year, the humanitarian 
community has organised global campaign to 
commemorate the Day to ensure the safety and 
security of humanitarian aid workers and for the 
survival, well-being and dignity of people 
affected by crisis. 
 
August 10: World Bio-Fuel day  
The World Bio-Fuel Day was observed across 
the world on August 10, 2018 with an aim to 
create awareness about non fossil-fuels (green 
fuels). 
 
The day highlights the importance of non-fossil 
fuels as alternative to conventional fossil fuels 
and highlights the various efforts made by the 
Government in the bio-fuel sector. 
Why is the World Bio-Fuel Day observed on 
August 10? 
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• On 10 August 1893, Sir Rudalph Diesel, 
inventor of the diesel engine, for the first time 
successfully ran mechanical engine with Peanut 
Oil. 
• His research experiment had predicted 
that vegetable oil is going to replace the fossil 
fuels in the next century to fuel different 
mechanical engines. 
• Thus, to mark this extraordinary 
achievement, World Bio-fuel Day is observed 
every year on 10 August. 
 

Celebrations of World Bio-Fuel Day in India 
• Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed a 
diverse gathering consisting of farmers, 
scientists, entrepreneurs, students, government 
officials and legislators in New Delhi to mark 
the World Biofuel Day 2018. 
• For the last three years, the Union Ministry of 
Petroleum and Natural Gas has been observing 
the World Bio-fuel Day. 
• This year too, the Ministry held the World Bio-
fuel Day programme at Vigyan Bhawan, New 
Delhi which saw the presence of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi as the Chief Guest for the 
inaugural session. 
• The programme saw participation from 
sugarcane and other farmers; scientists; 
entrepreneurs in bio-fuels; students of 
agriculture, science and engineering streams; 
Members of Parliament; Ambassadors; officers 
of Central and State Governments; and 
companies involved in bio-energy sector. 
• There were separate interactive sessions on 
ethanol, bio-diesel, bio-CNG and 2nd 
Generation bio-fuels after the inaugural session.  
• The bio-fuels programme is in synergy with 
the Government of India initiatives for Make in 
India, Swachh Bharat and enhancing farmers’ 
income. 
 

Initiatives undertaken by India to increase 
blending of bio-fuels 
Since 2014, the Indian Government has been 
undertaking a number of initiatives to increase 
blending of bio-fuels. Some of the major 
interventions include administrative price 
mechanism for ethanol, simplifying the 

procurement procedures of OMCs, and 
amending the provisions of Industries 
(Development & Regulation) Act, 1951. 
Moreover, the Government approved the 
National Policy on Biofuels-2018 in June 
2018.  The policy has the objective of reaching 
20 percent ethanol-blending and 5 percent 
biodiesel-blending by the year 2030.  
 

Outcome of these initiatives 
• Ethanol blending in petrol has increased 
from 38 crore litres in the ethanol supply year 
2013-14 to an estimated 141 crore litres in the 
ethanol supply year 2017-18.  
• Bio-diesel blending in the country started 
from 10th August, 2015 and in the year 2018-
19, Oil Marketing Companies have allocated 
7.6 crore litres of biodiesel.  
• Oil PSUs are also planning to set up 12 
Second Generation (2G) Bio-refineries to 
augment ethanol supply and address 
environmental issues arising out of burning of 
agricultural biomass. 
 

International Day of the World’s 
Indigenous Peoples 
• International Day of the World’s Indigenous 
Peoples is celebrated on 9th August every year 
since 1994 to promote and protect the rights of 
Indigenous Population. 
• Indigenous peoples are the inheritors and 
practitioners of a distinct culture, society and are 
facing major challenges of protection of their 
rights, with which they retained their identity 
and culture such a long time. 
• The theme of 2018 World’s Indigenous 
Peoples Day is “Indigenous peoples’ 
migration and movement”. 
 

Significance of this day- 
The purpose of this day is not only promotion 
and protection of indigenous population but it 
also aims to make the world realize how society, 
tradition and culture can have the balancing 
effect on environmental resources and their 
judicious uses, Indigenous people represents 
what is sustainable use of environmental 
resources ,which is need of hour in modern 
world. 


