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NATIONAL EVENTS 
 

National Conference on Down 
Syndrome 
 On March 26th, 2018, the ‘National 
Conference on Down Syndrome’ was held in 
New Delhi. 
 It was organized by the National Trust under 
the Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment. 
 On this occasion a book titled ‘Twilight’s 
Children’ was released on the life of a person 
suffering from Down syndrome. 
 Down Syndrome is a chromosomal condition 
associated with intellectual and learning 
disabilities. Delayed development and 
behavioural problems are often reported in 
children with it. 
 Down syndrome is the most commonly 
occurring chromosomal abnormality, resulting 
when an individual possesses three, rather than 
the usual two, copies of the 21st chromosome. 
 This excess genetic material affects a 
person’s physical and cognitive development. 
 The objective of this conference was to 
provide excellent opportunities to the parents to 
obtain information about latest development in 
education and skilling and inclusive living of 
persons with Down Syndrome. 
 Apart from this, evaluation / screening 
sessions were also organized for children with 
Down syndrome. 
 On 19th December 2011, the United Nations 
General Assembly declared to observe 21st  
March as World Down Syndrome Day (WDSD) 
and since then every year, this day is officially 
observed by UN to create awareness about 
people with Down Syndrome. 
 
Tripura, Nagaland and Meghalaya 
assembly elections results 
 On March 3rd, 2018, Election results of 
Tripura, Nagaland and Meghalaya assembly 
elections were declared by the Election 
Commission. 
 The State wise election results were as under: 
 

Tripura 
 Election for 60-member Tripura assembly 
was notified on January 24th, 2018. 
On 18th February, 2018 votes were cast. 
 Election Commission announces election 
results of 59 seats in the state. The election on 1 
seat was postponed. 
 In these 59 seats, Bharatiya Janata Party has 
won the most 35 seats. His vote percentage i.e. 
43.0 percent is the highest. 
 Communist Party of India (M) got 16 seats 
(vote percentage -42.7%) and  Indigenousn 
People’s Front of Tripura got 8 seats. 
 The Indian National Congress (INC) failed to 
secure a single seat in this state election. 
Nagaland 
 Election notification for 60-member 
Nagaland assembly was issued on January 31st, 
2018. Votes were cast on February 27th, 2018. 
 Election Commission announces election 
results of 59 seats in the state. 
In these results Naga People’s Front (NPF) got 
the highest 27 seats (vote percentage - 38.8%). 
 12 seats (vote percentage -15.3%) were won 
by BJP, Nationalist Democratic Progressive 
Party got 16 seats, Janata Dal (United) won 1 
seat, National People’s Party (NPP) won 2 seats 
and 1 seat was won by independents candidate. 
 INS was failed to secure a single seat in the 
state election Voting is on 1 seat. 
Meghalaya 
 Election notification for the 60-member 
Meghalaya assembly was announced on January 
31st, 2018. Votes were cast on 27th February, 
2018. 
 Election Commission released results of 60 
seats in the state. 
 In these election Indian National Congress 
won highest 21 seats. United Democratic Party 
got 6 seats National People’s Party got 19 seats 
People’s Democratic Front got 4 seats, Hill State 
People’s Democratic Party and BJP won 2-2 
seats and Nationalist Congress Party and Khun 
Hynniewtrep National Awakening Movement 
has won 1-1 seats. 
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Cambridge Analytica: Facebook User 
Data Leak Scandal 
 UK research firm Cambridge Analytica has 
been in news and discussion recently due to the 
misuse of personal data (data) of Facebook 
users. 
 Allegations that Cambridge Analytica using 
Facebook’s many applications and games like 
‘Your true friend who is’ or ‘you are like a 
Hollywood star’, by obtaining data of 
approximately 5 crore Facebook users, their 
wrong Used. 
 Cambridge Analytica has headquartered in 
New York. 
 Its CEO is Alexander Nix. 
 Cambridge Analytica in India is affiliated to 
Strategic Communications Laboratories India 
(SCL India). 
 It is a joint venture of London’s SCL Group 
and Olevano Business Intelligence Pvt. Ltd. 
 Mark Zuckerberg is the Facebook’s Chairman 
and CEO, started on February 4th, 2004. 
 Facebook is headquartered in California, 
USA. 
 India’s Union Law Minister Ravi Shankar 
Prasad has instructed to take strict legal action 
when data is leaked from Facebook. 
 It is estimated that there are about 20 million 
Facebook users in India, whose data is likely to 
be mis-used in the coming elections. 
 Social media site Facebook has billions of 
users worldwide, whose data security has been 
questioned once again. 
 It is important that the British company 
Cambridge Analytica created the software for 
the 2016 US presidential election, which could 
have an edge over the political trends of the 
people. 
 Although both companies have been denying 
such allegations till date. 
 But on March 21, 2018, Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg said in his statement that security 
has been missed, which has ensured access to 
personal data of users to other parties. 
 Through Facebook, Facebook users from 
around the world can be easily accessed and, 
according to the requirement, these users should 
be classified into various categories such as 

education, fashion, sports etc. based on their 
hobbies (based on the information given in the 
personal data). 
 Facebook has created various types of 
applications and games to attract the attention of 
users. 
 Application or Game link is asked to login 
with the user, which is very easy to login from 
Facebook. 
 By login, the application ensures access to the 
user’s personal data, which was allowed only 
when the user logged on. 
 However, Facebook has banned developers 
from collecting data on users’ running 
applications. 
 In 2013, Cambridge University researcher 
Alexander Kogan created a personality quiz that 
was used by nearly 3 million Facebook users. 
 As a result, the access of the application to 
the data of him and some of his friends is 
ensured. 
 To prevent this, the book had completely 
restricted access to data from friends of the users 
in 2014. 
 The result of this restriction was that the 
application of a friend of a user could not have 
received the application till it had authorized the 
application for data. 
 Incorrect use of these data is done especially 
in the elections. 
 Cambridge Analytica was accused of 
misusing the data in the US presidential 
election, which led to the fact that Facebook 
could not separate from the charges. 
 After data leak, all the countries in the world 
have expressed concern. 
 However, advertising is the biggest source of 
Facebook earning. It is very easy to classify 
customers on Facebook. 
 The fact is that in the year 2011, the 
revolution in Egypt started with the Facebook 
page ‘Today He Killed Khaled’. 
 Later that page was named ‘We Are All 
Khaled Said’. 
 Solid steps taken by Facebook for data 
security. 
 Keeping in view the data security, Facebook 
has also instructed all the developers who have 
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received the information till the year 2014 to 
examine the applications. 
 All applications with suspicious activity will 
be investigated. They will be completely banned 
if they do not cooperate in the investigation. 
 Due to reasons of personal data security, 
application developers will now be able to 
ensure access to the names, profile photos and 
email address information of the users. 
 Apart from this, they will have to get 
permission of users to obtain other information 
and sign agreement too. 
 
Payment of Gratuity (Amendment) 
Bill, 2018 
 On March 22nd, 2018, the Payment of 
Gratuity (Amendment) Bill, 2018 has been 
passed by parliament. 
 The bill was passed by Lok Sabha on March 
15th, 2018, and by Rajya Sabha on March 22nd, 
2018. 
 The bill ensures harmony amongst employees 
in the private sector and Public Sector 
Undertakings/Autonomous Organizations under 
Government who are not covered under CCS 
(Pension) Rules. 
 These employees will be entitled to receive 
higher amount of gratuity at par with their 
counterparts in Government sector. 
 The bill was passed by the Rajya Sabha today 
and the Lok Sabha on 15thMarch, 2018. 
 The Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972 applies to 
establishments employing 10 or more persons. 
 The main purpose for enacting this Act is to 
provide social security to workman after 
retirement, whether retirement is a result of 
superannuation, or physical disablement or 
impairment of vital part of the body. 
 Therefore, the Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972 
is an important social security legislation to 
wage earning population in industries, factories 
and establishments. 
 The present upper ceiling on gratuity amount 
under the Act is Rs. 10 Lakh. 
 The provisions for Central Government 
employees under Central Civil Services 
(Pension) Rules, 1972 with regard to gratuity are 
also similar. 

 Before implementation of 7th Central Pay 
Commission, the ceiling under CCS (Pension) 
Rules, 1972 was Rs. 10 Lakh. However, with 
implementation of 7th Central Pay Commission, 
in case of Government servants, the ceiling has 
been raised to Rs. 20 Lakhs. 
 Therefore, considering the inflation and wage 
increase even in case of employees engaged in 
private sector, this Government decided that the 
entitlement of gratuity should also be revised in 
respect of employees who are covered under the 
Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972. 
 Accordingly, the Government initiated the 
process for amendment to Payment of Gratuity 
Act, 1972 to increase the maximum limit of 
gratuity to such amount as may be notified by 
the Central Government from time to time. 
 In addition, the Bill also envisages to amend 
the provisions relating to calculation of 
continuous service for the purpose of gratuity in 
case of female employees who are on maternity 
leave from ‘twelve weeks’ to such period as 
may be notified by the Central Government 
from time to time. 
 After enactment of the Act, the power to 
notify the ceiling of the amount of gratuity 
under the Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972 shall 
stand delegated to the Central Government so 
that the limit can be revised from time to time 
keeping in view the increase in wage and 
inflation and future pay commissions. 
 
International Yoga Fest 
 From 21st-23rd March, 2018, a 3-day 
International Yoga Fest held at Talkatora Indoor 
Stadium, New Delhi. 
 International Yoga Fest was organized as a 
curtain raiser for International Day of Yoga 
(IDY) 2018. 
 The eventis being organized by Morarji Desai 
National Institute of Yoga (MDNIY). 
 The Minister of State (IC) for Development 
of North Eastern Region, MoS for PMO, 
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & 
Pensions, Dept. of Atomic Energy and Space 
Dr. Jitendra Singh inaugurated the International 
Yoga Fest (IYF) on 21st March, 2018. 
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 Minister of State (Independent Charge) for 
AYUSH, Shri Shripad Yesso Naik, presided 
over the function. 
 Morethan 5000 participants including 
eminent yoga gurus, yoga masters, scholars and 
yoga enthusiasts are expected to participate in 
the festival. 
 The IYF-2018 was expecting more than 
15000 Yoga aspirants. Delegates from 16 
countries and yoga enthusiasts from European & 
Asian countries participated in the event. 
 15 parallel pre-fest yoga workshops was 
conducted by eminent yoga masters on 19-20 
March, 2018 at MDNIY & yoga centres at SAI 
Stadia. 
 During the fest, parallel yoga workshops by 
eminent yoga masters and yoga gurus, quiz and 
elocution competitions, poster presentation 
competitions were conducted. 
 An exhibition of more than 40 stalls was also 
organized where books, DVDs, yoga appliances 
and other yoga related products were displayed 
for promotion and sale. 
 
Krishi Unnati Mela-2018 
 Between March16th-18th, 2018, ‘Krishi 
Unnati Mela-2018’ was organized in Pusa, New 
Delhi. 
 For new harvesting techniques through 
organic means and its successful 
implementation, the Jaivik Mahakumbh pavilion 
is a special attraction at the fair. 
 The main theme of this year’s fair – ‘Doubt 
the income of farmers by 2022’. 
 Information Technology have been linked 
with agriculture and in order to establish direct 
connect between the government and farmers, 
mobile and internet plays a key role. 
 In order to give a boost to Cooperatives, a 
Sahakar Sammelan was also organized. 
 Apart from this, 9 farmers-scientist 
discussions (3 each day) were organized on 
important issues. Exclusive seed selling counters 
have also been set up in the fair. 
 More than 800 stalls have been set up by the 
Central and State Governments, various 
organizations, etc. in this fair. 

 Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, 
on March 17, 2018, addressed the farmers, 
agricultural scientists and other participants 
during the mela. 
 He inaugurated the Jaivik Kheti portal and 
will lay the foundation stone of 25 KVKs. 
 He also conferred the Krishi Karman Award 
& Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhaya Krishi Vigyan 
Protsahan Puruskar. 
 
105th Indian Science Congress 
 During 16th -20th March, 2018, ‘105th Indian 
Science Congress’ was organized in Manipur 
University, Imphal (Manipur). 
 Imphal hosted the Indian Science Congress 
for the first time. 
 This Science Congress chaired by Prof. 
Achyuta Samanta. 
 On March 16th, 2018 the Science Congress 
was formally inaugurated by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. 
 The theme chosen for the Indian Science 
Congress this year, is: “Reaching the Unreached 
through Science and Technology”. 
 In addition to the scientists from across the 
country, some prominent foreign scientists also 
took part in it. 
 Also, Child Science Congress, Women 
Science Congress and National Science 
Communication Conference were organized. 
 
Mary Kom Regional Boxing 
Foundation 
 On March 16th, 2018, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Mary Kom 
Regional Boxing Foundation established in 
Imphal, Manipur. 
 This Academy is spread over 3.3 acre area. 
 At this academy 45 young boxers; including 
20 girls, are currently receiving training. 
 The Mary Kom Boxing Academy has been 
renamed as Mary Kom-SAI Boxing Academy. 
 This Academy was registered and established 
under the Charitable Trust in the year 2006. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
EVENTS 

 
International Day of Forests 
 On March 21st, 2018, ‘International Day of 
Forests’ was celebrated across the world. 
 Main theme of this day for year 2018 is 
“Forests and Sustainable Cities ”. 
 The purpose of celebrating this day is to 
increase awareness of forest conservation and 
strengthen the development of current and future 
generations. 
 It is notable that The United Nations General 
Assembly adopted resolution A/RES/67/200 on 
21st December 2012, which declared that 21st 
March of each year is to be observed as the 
International Day of Forests. 
 Significantly, according to the report of the 
United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization, India has been ranked 8th among 
10 countries of the world, which has recorded 
the highest growth in forest areas at the annual 
level. 
 According to the ’15th India Forest Status 
Report’ (ISFR) -2018, issued on February 12th, 
2018, the total forest and tree cover is 8, 02,088 
sq. Km which is 24.39 per cent of the 
geographical area of the country. 
 
World Happiness Report-2018 
 On March 14th, 2018, the sixth ‘World 
Happiness Report-2018’ was released by the UN 
Sustainable Development Solutions Network 
(UNSDSN) under the leadership of United 
Nations General Assembly. 
 World Happiness Report-2018 includes 156 
member countries. 
 Under this survey work, six key factors have 
been used to measure the level of happiness of 
people of the countries. 
These 6 key factors are: 
 GDP per capita 
(ii) Healthy Life Expectancy 
(iii) Social Freedom 
(iv) Lack of corruption (Absence of Corruption 
(v) Social Support and 

(vi) Generosity. 
 According to this report, Finland, ranked first 
in the list; is the world’s happiest country. 
 Reports include Finland, Norway, Denmark, 
Iceland, Switzerland, Netherlands, Canada, New 
Zealand, Sweden and Australia, respectively, in 
the top ten countries of the world. 
 In this list among the world’s major 
developed countries, Germany is ranked 15th, 
USA at 18th, United Kingdom at 19th, France at 
23rd, Singapore at 34th and Japan ranked at 
54th. 
 According to this report, India is ranked at 
133rd in this list. 
 While last year India was ranked at 122nd in 
this list. 
 In neighboring countries of India, Pakistan is 
ranked 75th, Bhutan at 97th, Nepal at 101st, 
Bangladesh at 115th and Sri Lanka remained at 
116th. 
 Thus, India is far behind from its neighbors in 
this list. 
 List does not include any Asian country in the 
top 10. 
 Israel ranked 11th and United Arab Emirates 
ranked 20th are among the most Happiest Asian 
countries. 
 According to this report, Burundi ranked last 
in the list. Its position is 156th. 
 It is worth noting that the main objective of 
this report, issued by the United Nations since 
2012, is to motivate the member countries to 
create public policies keeping in mind the level 
of satisfaction and happiness of their citizens. 
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ECONOMY 
 
‘InstaOD’ 
 On 13th March, 2018, ICICI Bank, India’s 
largest private sector bank by consolidated 
assets, announced the launch of an instant 
overdraft facility for MSME (Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises) customers in a completely 
online and paperless manner. 
 Christened ‘InstaOD’, this first-of-its-kind 
offering in the Indian banking industry enables a 
few lakhs of pre-qualified current account 
customers of the bank to instantly avail of the 
facility without visiting a branch and submitting 
physical documents. 
 This facility significantly improves 
customers’ convenience, as they get an overdraft 
facility upto Rs. 15 lakh for a year anytime, 
anywhere, using the bank’s internet and mobile 
banking app. 
 The application procedure incorporates an 
additional level of authentication in order to 
make the security of the process robust. 
 ICICI Bank will also offer a facility of instant 
online sanction of overdraft facility to MSME 
customers of other banks shortly. 
 Chanda Kochhar is the current MD & CEO of 
ICICI Bank. 
 
Increase in Government guarantee for 
procurements of pulses and oilseeds by 
NAFED 
 On February 28th, 2018, the Cabinet 
Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by 
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has 
approved the regularization and extension of 
Govt. 
Guarantee provided to lender Bank for 
providing credit limit to National Agricultural 
Cooperative Marketing Federation of India 
(NAFED) Rs.19,000 crore from earlier Rs.9,500 
crore. 
 This is for undertaking procurement operation 
of pulses and oilseeds under Price Support 
Scheme (PSS) and to Small Farmers Agri-
Business Consortium (SFAC) for Rs. 45 crore 

for meeting their existing liability and settlement 
of extant claims. 
 These Government Guarantees are provided 
for a period of five years i.e. till 2021-22 by 
Govt. of India and with waiver of 1% 
Government Guarantee fee. 
 As the market price of almost all pulses and 
oilseeds are ruling below Minimum Support 
Price (MSP) as notified by Govt. of India, 
provision of Govt. Guarantee will help in 
protecting the farmers producing these 
commodities from making distress sales during 
the peak arrival period. 
 It will also provide remunerative prices with a 
view to encourage higher investment and 
production and also to safeguard the interest of 
consumer by making available supplies at 
reasonable price with low cost of 
intermediation. 
 
Cabinet approval to continuation of 
ongoing urea subsidy scheme 
 On March 14th, 2018, the Cabinet Committee 
on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister 
has approved the proposal of Department of 
Fertilizers to continue Urea Subsidy Scheme up 
to 2019-20 at a total estimated cost of 
Rs.1,64,935 crore and for disbursement of 
fertilizer subsidy. 
 This decision implies that there will be no 
increase in price of urea, till 2020. 
 Urea Subsidy is a part of Central Sector 
Scheme of Department of Fertilizers w.e.f. 1st 
April, 2017 and is wholly financed by the 
Government of India through Budgetary 
Support. 
 The continuation of Urea Subsidy Scheme 
will ensure the timely payment of subsidy to the 
urea manufacturers resulting in timely 
availability of urea to farmers. 
 Urea subsidy also includes Imported Urea 
subsidy which is directed towards import to 
bridge the gap between assessed demand and 
indigenous production of urea in the country. 
 It also includes freight subsidy for movement 
of urea across the country. 
 This is in continuation to farmer-friendly 
policies of the Central Government. 
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 Earlier, 100% Neem Coated Urea was made 
mandatory in 2015. 
 It is noteworthy that Government had earlier 
notified New Urea Policy, 2015, with the 
objectives of maximizing indigenous urea 
production; promoting energy efficiency in urea 
production; and rationalizing subsidy burden on 
the government. 
 This led to the highest ever production of 245 
LMT during 2015-16. 
 For sustained agricultural growth and to 
promote balanced nutrient application, urea is 
made available to farmers at statutorily 
controlled price, which at present is Rs. 5360/- 
per MT (exclusive of the Central/State Tax & 
other charges towards Neem coating). 
 At present, there are 31 urea manufacturing 
units, out of which 28 urea units use Natural Gas 
(using domestic gas/LNG/CBM) as feedstock/ 
fuel and remaining 3 urea units use Naphtha as 
feedstock/fuel. 
 
US declares import duty on Steel and 
Aluminum 
 In March 2018, the United States announced 
to impose an import duty of 25 percent on Steel 
and 10 percent on Aluminum in the country. 
 On March 8th, 2018, President Donald Trump 
signed the order for the duty. 
 America has granted exemption from this 
duty to two countries namely: Canada and 
Mexico. 
 This exemption will be effective until the 
negotiation is complete with the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). 
 This step of imposing duty on import of Steel 
and Aluminum in the US will initially affect the 
imports from China. 
 
Cabinet approval for the 
recommendations of Inter-Ministerial 
group on the Stressed assets 
 On March 7th, 2018, Union Cabinet chaired 
by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has  
approved two key measures in telecom sector to 
facilitate investments, consolidation in the sector 
and enhancing ease of doing business. 

 These include restructuring the deferred 
payment liabilities of spectrum auction of 
telecom service providers and revising the limit 
of the cap for spectrum holding for telecom 
service providers. 
1. Restructuring of Deferred Payment Liabilities 
of telecom Service providers for spectrum. 
 By giving one-time opportunity to opt for 
higher number of installments (max. 16 
installments) apart from currently permitted 10 
installments. 
 The increased installment is based upon the 
principle that the Net Present Value (NPV) of 
the Payment Due is protected as per respective 
notice inviting application for auction of 
spectrum from 2012. 
 The total amount received will be higher by 
Rs. 74446.01 crore till 2034-35. 
Based upon the recommendations of TRAI 
and Telecom Commission, the Cabinet also 
approved the revision of limits of cap for 
spectrum holding as follows:- 
 The overall spectrum cap is revised from the 
current limit of 25% to 35%. 
 The current intra-band cap is removed. 
Instead, there is a cap of 50% on the combined 
spectrum holding in the sub-1 GHz bands (700 
MHz, 800 MHz and 900 MHz bands). 
 There will be no cap for individual or 
combined spectrum holding in above 1 GHz 
band. 
 The revised spectrum caps limits may be 
revisited after Final Acts of World Radio 
communication Conference (WRC) 2019. 
 RAI had recommended revision in the 
existing limits of cap for spectrum holding 
taking into consideration the technological 
advancement, efficient use of spectrum, 
measures to facilitate consolidation etc. 
 
Forbes list of billionaires, 2018 
 On March 6th, 2018, the 32nd Annual Forbes 
World’s Billionaires List, 2018, was released on 
the world’s billionaires list. 
 2208 billionaires were included in this list of 
the world’s richest people this year, whose total 
assets are $ 9.1 trillion. 
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 For the first time this year, the rich and rich 
people of Hungary and Zimbabwe have been 
included in the list. 
 This year 259 new billionaires joined the list. 
 Most 585 billionaires in the list are from the 
US, after this there are 373 billionaires in China. 
 Amazon’s Head Jeff Bezos received the title 
of the world’s richest man in this year’s list. 
 He is topped on the list with a total property 
of $ 112 billion. 
 He is followed by Microsoft’s Bill Gates ($ 
90 billion) second; Warren Buffett ($ 84 billion) 
third, Bernard Arnault and Family ($ 72 billion) 
fourth, and Mark Zuckerberg ($ 71 billion) fifth. 
 According to this, the number of billionaires 
in India is 119. 
 Mukesh Ambani, the richest Indian in the list, 
is ranked 19th with $ 40.1 billion worth of 
assets. Last year he was at 33rd position. 
 Azim Premji is in the 58th position with a 
property of $ 18.8 billion. 
 Other Indian billionaires ranked in the list 
include Lakshmi Mittal-62nd ($ 18.5 billion), 
Shiv Nadar -98th ($ 14.6 billion), Dilip 
Sanghvi-115th ($ 12.8 billion), Kumar Birla ($ 
11.8 billion), 127th, Uday Kotak-143rd ($ 10.7 
billion), Radhakishan Damani-151st ($ 10 
billion), Gautam Adani-154th ($ 9.7 billion) and 
Acharya Balkrishna-274th ($ 6.3 billion). 
 According to the Forbes list of billionaires-
2018, the world’s wealthiest woman Alice 
Walton ($ 46 billion) is ranked 16th. 
 According to this latest list, world’s youngest 
billionaire is Norwegian Alexandra Anderson. 
 21-year-old Norway resident Alexandra 
Anderson is ranked 1650th. 
 She has a property of $ 1.4 billion. 
 While the oldest billionaire is Chang Yun 
Chung (99 years) of Singapore, who is ranked 
1284th with a property of 1.9 billion dollars. 
 
Second Advance Estimates of National 
Income, 2017-18 
 On February 28th, 2018, The Central 
Statistics Office (CSO), Ministry of Statistics 
and Programme Implementation has released the 
Second Advance estimates of national income at 

constant (2011-12) and current prices for the 
financial year 2017-18. 
 Quarterly estimates of GDP for the third 
quarter October-December (Q3), 2017-18 both 
at constant (2011-12) and current prices along 
with the corresponding quarterly estimates of 
expenditure components of GDP are also being 
released. 
 Quarterly estimates of previous years along 
with the first and second quarter estimates of 
2017-18 released earlier have undergone 
revision in accordance with the revision policy 
of National Accounts. 
 The first three quarters of a financial year are 
denoted by Q1, Q2 and Q3. 
 GDP at constant (2011-12) prices in Q3 of 
2017-18 is estimated at `32.50 lakh crore, as 
against `30.32 lakh crore in Q3 of 2016-17, 
showing a growth rate of 7.2 percent. 
 GDP growth rates for Q1 and Q2 of 2017-18 
at constant prices are 5.7 percent and 6.5 percent 
respectively. 
GDP at constant (2011-12) prices 
 Real GDP or Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
at constant (2011-12) prices in the year 2017-18 
is likely to attain a level of `130.04 lakh crore, 
as against the First Revised Estimate of GDP for 
the year 2016-17 of `121.96 lakh crore, released 
on 31st January 2018. 
 The growth in GDP during 2017-18 is 
estimated at 6.6 percent as compared to the 
growth rate of 7.1 percent in 2016-17. 
GVA at basic constant prices (2011-12) 
 Real GVA, i.e, GVA at basic constant prices 
(2011-12) is anticipated to increase from 
`112.48 lakh crore in 2016-17 to `119.64 lakh 
crore in 2017-18. 
 Anticipated growth of real GVA at basic 
prices in 2017-18 is 6.4 percent as against 7.1 
percent in 2016-17. 
 The sectors which are likely to register 
growth rate of over 7.0 percent are ‘public 
administration, defence and other services’, 
‘trade, hotels, transport, communication and 
services related to broadcasting’, ‘electricity, 
gas, water supply and other utility services’ and 
‘financial, real estate and professional services’. 
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 The growth in the ‘agriculture, forestry and 
fishing’, ‘mining and quarrying’, 
‘manufacturing’, and ‘construction’ is estimated 
to be 3.0 percent, 3.0 percent, 5.1 per cent and 
4.3 percent respectively. 
Per Capita Income 
 The per capita income in real terms (at 2011-
12 prices) during 2017-18 is likely to attain a 
level of `86,689 as compared to `82,229 for the 
year 2016-17. 
 The growth rate in per capita income is 
estimated at 5.4 percent during 2017-18, as 
against 5.7 per cent in the previous year. 
Estimates At Current Prices- 
 GDP is derived by adding taxes on products 
net of subsidies on products to GVA at basic 
prices. 
 GDP at current prices in the year 2017-18 is 
likely to attain a level of `167.52 lakh crore, as 
against 152.54 lakh crore in 2016-17 showing a 
growth rate of 9.8 percent. 
 The nominal Net National Income (NNI), also 
known as national income (at current prices) is 
likely to be 148.40 lakh crore during 2017-18, as 
against 134.93 lakh crore for the year 2016-17. 
 In terms of growth rates, the net national 
income registered a growth rate of 10.0 percent 
in 2017-18 as against the previous year’s growth 
rate of 11.0 percent. 
 The per capita net national income during 
2017-18 is estimated to be 112,764 showing a 
rise of 8.6 percent as compared to 1, 03,870 
during 2016-17. 
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SCIENCE & 
TECHNOLOGY 

 
Supply of 2nd AOPV to Sri Lankan 
Navy 
 On March 22nd, 2018, Goa Shipyard Limited 
(GSL) has once again delivered second Sri 
Lanka Advanced Offshore Patrol Vessel (SL 
AOPV) of Sri Lankan Navy ceremoniously at 
Vaddem, Vasco da Gama yesterday, 25 days 
ahead of schedule. 
 This step continues with its unparalleled track 
record of delivering ships ahead of contractual 
schedule in last 4 years. 
 The vessel will be the largest and most 
advanced ship in the Sri Lankan Navy fleet. 
This is the fourth Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV) 
delivered in the current financial year. 
 The keel of the vessel was laid on May 9, 
2015 and was launched on May 2, 2017. 
 It is creditable for the shipyard to complete 
this significant export project and deliver the 
vessel 25 Days ahead of contractual schedule. 
 With this, the shipyard has succeeded in 
reducing build period of 2,500 Tonnes OPV to 
nearly three years from over five years taken till 
about three years ago. 
 Sri Lanka Navy Ship (SLNS) Sayurala, the 
first AOPV of the series delivered in July 2017 
ahead of contractual schedule, is performing 
exceedingly well and has received positive 
feedbacks for GSL for the build quality and 
state-of-the-art machinery. 
 Goa Shipyard has a unique distinction of 
delivering all the ships ahead of contractual 
schedule and has been officially adjudged as the 
‘Best Performing Shipyard’ by Ministry of 
Defence, besides being the largest exporter 
shipyard of the country. 
 Turnover of GSL has grown nearly three 
times with profits rising from (-) Rs 60 crore to 
over Rs 220 crore in the last four years. 
 

Interceptor Boat C-437 
 On March 16th, 2018 Interceptor boat (Boot) 
-437 has been inducted in the fleet of Indian 
Coast Guard. 

 This boat is 27.80 meters long and it can get 
maximum speed of 45 knots. 
 It is equipped with advanced navigation and 
communication gear. 
 It is capable of performing various roles to 
assist boats in the sea along with monitoring, 
search and rescue operations. 
 
Successful test of BrahMos 
 On March 22nd, 2018, World’s fastest 
supersonic cruise Missile ‘Brahmos’ was 
successfully tested in the Pokhran test range of 
Rajasthan. 
 Earlier, on November 22nd, 2017, Brahmos 
cruise missile was successfully test fired for the 
first time from the Indian Air Force’s frontline 
Sukhoi-30 MKI combat jet. 
 The target range of new version of BrahMos 
missile is 450 km. 
 This missile is able to target with a speeds of 
2.5 to 3.0 Mac. 
 It can be launched from anywhere viz. Air, 
Surface or Warship. 
 It was developed by the Defense Research 
and Development Organization (DRDO) of 
India and is a joint venture between DRDO of 
India and NPO Mashinostroyenia (NPOM) of 
Russia. 
 
Successful testing of the Rustom-2 
drone 
 On February 25th, 2018, Defense Research 
and Development Organization (DRDO) 
successfully tested the indigenously built 
Rustom-2 drone. 
 The DRDO tested it in its Aeronautical Test 
Range (ATR) at Chalakere in Karnataka’s 
Chitradurga district. 
 It is worth noting that ‘Rustom-2’ is an UAV: 
Unmanned aerial vehicle capable of flying for 
long periods at medium height. 
 It has been developed by DRDO. 
 It has been developed on the lines of 
America’s predator drones. 
 It is to carry out surveillance and 
reconnaissance (ISR) roles for the armed forces 
with an endurance of 24 hours. 
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 Rustom-2 can take different types of 
payloads. 
 This includes synthetic aperture radars, 
electronic intelligence systems and the 
situational awareness payloads. 
 
Successful test of anti-tank guided 
missile (ATGM) ‘Nag’ 
 On February 28th, 2018, India has 
successfully tested indigenously built anti-tank 
guided missile (ATGM) Nag. 
 This test was done successfully on two tanks 
at different ranges and time in the desert of 
Rajasthan. 
 The simultaneous development tests of the 
missile have been completed. 
 It is now ready to be deployed. 
 This is a third-generation missile in the ‘fire 
and forget’ category, which is equipped with 
advanced imaging infrared radar. 
 It is one of the five missile systems developed 
by the Defense Research and Development 
Organization (DRDO) under integrated guided 
missile development program (IGMDP). 
 The other four missiles developed under this 
program are ‘Agni’, ‘Akash’, ‘Trishul’ and 
‘Prithvi’ respectively. 
 
India successfully launches GSAT-6A 
Communication Satellite 
India on March 29, 2018 successfully launched 
the GSAT-6A communication satellite using its 
heavy rocket Geosynchronous Satellite Launch 
Vehicle (GSLV-F08). 
   Soon after separation from GSLV, the two 
solar arrays of GSAT-6A were automatically 
deployed in quick succession and the Master 
Control Facility (MCF) at Hassan, Karnataka 
assumed control of the satellite.  
   GSAT-6A is a communication satellite built 
by ISRO to provide mobile communication 
services through multi beam coverage. For this 
purpose, the satellite is equipped with S and C 
band transponders and has a mission life of 
about ten years.  
Insertion of GSAT-6A satellite into GTO- 
• The GSLV rocket successfully placed the 
satellite in a Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit 

(GTO) and from GTO, the satellite will be taken 
up to its final geostationary orbit by three orbit 
raising manoeuvres. 
• In the oval shaped GTO, the GSAT-6A is, 
presently, orbiting the Earth with a perigee 
(nearest point to Earth) of 169.4 km and an 
apogee (farthest point to Earth) of 36,692.5 km. 
• Later, the orbit of GSAT-6A will be raised 
from GTO to the final circular Geostationary 
Orbit (GSO) by firing the satellite's Liquid 
Apogee Motor (LAM) in stages.  
• The Satellite will be commissioned into 
service after the completion of orbit raising 
operations and it will be positioned in the 
designated slot in GSO, following the in-orbit 
testing of its payloads. 
GSLV Rocket- 
   This launch marks the marks the 12th flight of 
Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle 
GSLV-F08 and the fifth consecutive success 
achieved by GSLV carrying indigenously 
developed Cryogenic Upper Stage engine.  
   The GSLV is a three stage rocket. The core of 
first stage is fired with solid fuel and the four 
liquid propellant strap-on motors are ignited 
with the liquid fuel, the second stage is the 
liquid fuel-propelled and the third is the 
cryogenic engine. 
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PLANNING & 
PROJECT  

 
Program ‘LaQshya’ 
 On March 15th, 2018, Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare has recently announced the 
launch of program ‘LaQshya’, aimed at 
improving quality of care in labour room and 
maternity Operation Theatre (OT). 
 The Program will improve quality of care for 
pregnant women in labour room, maternity 
Operation Theatre and Obstetrics Intensive Care 
Units (ICUs) and High Dependency Units 
(HDUs). 
 The LaQshya program is being implemented 
at all Medical College Hospitals, District 
Hospitals and First Referral Unit (FRU), and 
Community Health Center (CHCs) and will 
benefit every pregnant woman and new-born 
delivering in public health institutions. 
 ‘LaQshya’ will reduce maternal and newborn 
morbidity and mortality, improve quality of care 
during delivery and immediate post-partum 
period and enhance satisfaction of beneficiaries 
and provide Respectful Maternity Care (RMC) 
to all pregnant women attending public health 
facilities. 
 The Program aims at implementing ‘fast-
track’ interventions for achieving tangible 
results within 18 months. 
 Under the initiative, a multi-pronged strategy 
has been adopted such as improving 
infrastructure up-gradation, ensuring availability 
of essential equipment, providing adequate 
human resources, capacity building of health 
care workers and improving quality processes in 
the labour room. 
 To strengthen critical care in Obstetrics, 
dedicated Obstetric ICUs at Medical College 
Hospital level and Obstetric HDUs at District 
Hospital are operationalized under LaQshya 
program. 
 The Quality Improvement in labour room and 
maternity OT will be assessed through NQAS 
(National Quality Assurance Standards). 

 Every facility achieving 70% score on NQAS 
will be certified as LaQshya certified facility. 
 Furthermore, branding of LaQshya certified 
facilities will be done as per the NQAS score. 
 Facilities scoring more than 90%, 80% and 
70% will be given Platinum, Gold and Silver 
badge accordingly. 
 Facilities achieving NQAS certification, 
defined quality indicators and 80% satisfied 
beneficiaries will be provided incentive of Rs 6 
lakh, Rs 3 lakh and Rs 2 lakh for Medical 
College Hospital, District Hospital and FRUs 
respectively. 
 India has come a long way in improving 
maternal survival as Maternal Mortality Ratio 
(MMR) has reduced from 301 maternal deaths 
in 2001-03 to 167 in year 2011-13, an 
impressive decline of 45% in a decade. 
 India is further committed to ensuring safe 
motherhood to every pregnant woman in the 
country. 
 A transformational improvement in the 
quality of care around child-birth- relating to 
intrapartum and immediate postpartum care 
shall dramatically improve maternal and new-
born outcomes. 
 
Citizen Services- Mobile APP 
 On March 11th, 2018, National Crime 
Records Bureau (NCRB) celebrated its 33rd 
Inception Day in their newly constructed 
Complex at Mahipalpur, New Delhi. 
 Shri Rajiv Jain, Director, IB was the Chief 
Guest and A. P. Maheshwari, DG BPR&D was 
the Guest of Honour on this occasion. 
 An exhibition showcasing various in-house 
developed applications by NCRB under CCTNS 
Project, Finger Prints Science, ‘Vahan-
Samanvay’, ‘Talash’ Mobile APPs Citizen 
Complaint, View FIR, Police Station Locater, 
NCRB Publications of ‘Crime in India’, 
‘Accidental Deaths & Suicides in India’ and 
‘Prison Statistics India’ was also organised. 
 On this occasion “Citizen Services” Mobile 
APP was also launched. 
 On the occasion Chief Guest released a 
Mobile App called “Citizen Services” 
developed in-house by NCRB. 
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 This single App is a bouquet of various 
essential police related services to the citizen. 
 The App can be used by citizen for various 
services such as Complaint Registration & 
Status Check, View FIR Detail, SOS – Stay 
Safe, Locate Police Stations, Vahan-Samanvay, 
Emergency Contact List, Police Stations 
Telephone Directory etc. 
 More than 93% police stations have been 
connected and today’s CCTNS National Data 
base consists of more than 12.5 crore records 
which includes digitization and migration of 
more than 4 crore CD files since 2003 apart 
from 4.25 Cr records in CCIS. 
 More than 5 lakh police personal have been 
trained on CCTNS. 
 35 States and UTs have opened State Citizen 
Portals where citizens can avail of various 
services. 
 At present some of the States like Haryana 
and Rajasthan are completely working online 
and as many as 18 States has started submitting 
CCTNS generated outputs to the courts. 
 Data Analytics for Predictive Policing making 
a way for emerging Centre of Excellence in 
Crime Data Analytics & Intelligence and Finger 
Print Science. 
 
Chief Mantri Awas Yojana-Rural 
 In the meeting on 30th January, 2018, the 
Cabinet of Uttar Pradesh decided to implement 
the Chief Mantri Aawas Yojana-Rural in the 
state. 
 Families residing in rural areas and those who 
are without shelter having affected by Black 
fever and families of Vanattangia and Musahar 
area affected with Japanese Encephalitis (JE) / 
SES certified by the District Magistrate will be 
eligible to take advantage of this scheme. 
 Apart from this, the families covered by the 
eligibility of the Prime Minister’s housing 
scheme- Rural, but not included in the present 
list based on the eligibility for the facilities upon 
social, economic and ethnic census 2011 figures, 
are also included in the eligibility category of 
this scheme. 
 Those who are without roof or shelter less 
and has not been received amount of Rs.95,100 

from the Department of Revenue will also get 
the benefit. Those who have received this 
amount will not be eligible in this scheme. 
 This scheme will be completely funded by the 
state government. 
 Allocation of accommodation will be on the 
basis of priority, in the name of female member 
of the family or jointly in the name of Husband 
and Wife. 
 In the absence of female members, housing 
allocation can also be done in the name of male 
member. 
 The area of accommodation is 25 square 
meters, including kitchens. 
 The cost of accommodation will be Rs 1.12 
lakh in general areas (per dwelling) and Rs1.30 
lakh in Naxal-affected districts (Chandauli, 
Mirzapur and Sonbhadra). 
 According to the current estimate, about 25 
thousand families are marked for this benefit. 
 Under the scheme beneficiaries will be 
selected in the order of priority based on the 
availability of financial resources. 
 The State Government will make provision of 
the desired amount for the availability of 
residential facility in the year 2018-19 under the 
scheme. 
 The toilets will be constructed with the 
residence from Clean India-Mission / 
MNREGA. 
 People who are helpless, surviving through 
begging, primitive tribes and bonded laborers of 
will be benefited by this scheme. 
 In order to assess the eligibility, survey will 
be conducted on the basis of the rules and norms 
defined in the guidelines described in the 
guidebook of Prime Minister’s Housing Scheme 
rural. 
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TREATY &  
AGREEMENTS 

 
Agreement between India and Vietnam 
 On February 28th, 2018, the Union Cabinet 
approved the signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding on Economic and Trade 
Cooperation between India and Vietnam. 
 Under this MoU, there will be a greater 
increase in bilateral trade and economic 
cooperation between the two countries. 
 
MoU signed between India and Sri 
Lanka 
 On March 14th, 2018, the Union Cabinet 
chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi has been apprised of a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between India and Sri 
Lanka for promoting cooperation in the field of 
Information Technology and Electronics. 
 The MoU was signed on 15thJanuary, 2018 
during the visit of Minister of Law & Justice 
and Electronics & Information Technology, Shri 
Ravi Shankar Prasad to Sri Lanka. 
 The MoU intends to promote closer co-
operation in the areas of e-Governance, m-
Governance, e-Public Services Delivery, cyber 
security, software technology parks, startups 
ecosystem etc. 
 The MoU shall be implemented by 
establishing a Working Group on IT&E 
composed of representatives of the two Parties. 
 Bilateral Cooperation in ICT domain both 
B2B and G2G will be enhanced. 
 It is noteworthy that The Ministry of 
Electronics and Information Technology 
(MeitY) has been mandated to promote 
international cooperation in the emerging and 
frontier areas of Information and 
Communications Technology (ICT) under 
bilateral and regional framework of cooperation. 
 MeitY has entered into MoUs / Agreements 
with counterpart organizations/agencies of 
various countries to promote close cooperation 
and exchange of information in the area of ICT. 

 The Prime Minister’s visit to Sri Lanka in 
2015 did a synergy in India’s neighbourhood 
first policy. 
 
Agreement between India and 
Macedonia 
 On February 28th, 2018, the Union Cabinet 
approved the signing of the Memorandum of 
Understanding between India and Macedonia 
for cooperation in Health sector. 
The MoU covers the following areas of 
cooperation:- 
1. Capacity building and short term training of 
human resources in health; 
2. Exchange & training of medical doctors, 
officials, other health professionals and experts; 
3. Assistance in development of human 
resources and setting up of health care facilities; 
4. Any other area of cooperation as may be 
mutually decided upon. 
 A Working Group will be set up to further 
elaborate the details of cooperation and to 
oversee the implementation. 
 
Agreement between India and Jordan 
 On February 28th, 2018, the signing of the 
following Memorandum of Understanding 
signed between the Union Cabinet between 
India and Jordan has been approved. 
1. Approval for signing of MoU for long term 
supply of Rock Phosphate and Fertilizer/NPK. 
 The purpose of the MoU is mining and 
beneficiation of rock phosphate and setting up 
of production facility in Jordan for Phosphoric 
acid/DAP/NPK fertilizers, with a long term 
agreement for 100% off-take to India. 
 Such an MoU ensures long term and 
sustained supply of rock phosphates to India. 
2. Approval of MoU for cooperation in the field 
of Health and Medicine between India and 
Jordan. 
 The objective of this MoU is to establish and 
encourage cooperation in the fields of health, 
medical science, medical education and research 
on the basis of equality and mutual benefits in 
accordance with respective legislations and 
regulations of India and Jordan. 
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 The various recognized areas of mutual 
cooperation include Universal Health Coverage 
(UHC); Services and IT in Health; Health 
Research; National Health Statistics; Diagnosis, 
Treatment and Medication of TB, and; 
Regulation of Pharmaceuticals and Medical 
Devices etc. 
Approval of Customs Mutual Assistance 
Agreement- 
 This agreement will help in providing 
appropriate information for prevention of 
customs crimes and their investigation. 
 The trade between the two countries is likely 
to accelerate and speedily get clearance for 
commodities to be traded. 
 This agreement will provide a legal 
framework for sharing information and 
understanding between the customs officials of 
the two countries. 
 It will be helpful in implementing customs 
laws through proper means, prevention and 
investigation of customs crimes and facilitating 
legal trade. 
 The draft of the agreement has been finalized 
with the consent of the Customs Administration 
of the two countries. 
Approval of Manpower Cooperation 
Agreement- 
 This MoU provides for cooperation between 
India and Jordan with a view to promote best 
practices in the administration of the cycle of 
contract employment of the Indian nationals in 
Jordan. 
 The legal period of this MoU is 5 years. 
 This agreement also includes provision of 
automatic renewal and a monitoring mechanism 
through the Joint Technical Committee. 
 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
and WHO sign an Agreement 
 On March 13th 2018, to further strengthen 
collaborative work between India and WHO in 
achieving improved health outcomes, Ministry 
of Health and Family Welfare and World Health 
Organization (WHO) signed a Memorandum of 
Agreement (MoA). 

 Shri J P Nadda, Union Minister of Health & 
Family Welfare presided over the signing 
ceremony. 
 Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director 
General of WHO met Shri J.P. Nadda, Union 
Health and Family Welfare Minister, and signed 
the agreement. 
 They discussed perspectives on national, 
regional and global public health program. 
 Dr Tedros complimented the Government of 
India on the courageous and bold initiatives 
taken to expand universal health coverage 
through the two pillars of Ayushman Bharat. 
 The World Health Organization (WHO) was 
established on April 7th, 1948. This is a 
subsidiary unit of the United Nations. 
 Its headquarters is located in the city of 
Geneva, Switzerland. 
 At present, the Director General of WHO is 
Dr. Tedros Adhanom Gabreysas (Ethiopia). 
 
Agreement between India and France 
 On March 7th, 2018, the Union Cabinet 
approved the cooperation agreement between 
India and France in the field of environment. 
 This cooperation agreement will help in 
encouraging close and long-term cooperation 
between the two countries in the field of 
environmental protection and for the 
management of natural resources. 
 Under the agreement, in line with equality, 
mutual cooperation and mutual benefit, 
cooperation will be done on the basis of the 
statutory laws of both the countries. 
 Under the collaboration agreement, there is 
the possibility of excellent environmental 
protection, excellent protection, best 
management of climate change and help in the 
field of modern technologies and excellent 
practices for wildlife protection / protection. 
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CONFERENCE 
 

5th India Maize Summit 2018 
 On March 23rd, 2018, 5th India Maize 
Summit, 2018 was held at FICCI, New Delhi. 
 The summit was inaugurated by the Minister 
for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Radha 
Mohan Singh. 
 On this occasion, he said that during 1950-51, 
India produced only 1.73 MT, which has 
reached 25.89 MT in 2016-17 and is expected to 
cross 27 MT in 2017-18. 
 The average productivity in India is 2.43 
ton/ha. 
 
Rising India Summit 
 On March 16th-17th 2018 , the Rising India 
Summit was held in New Delhi. 
 This conference was organized by Network 
18. 
 This was the first edition of this conference in 
which Prime Minister Narendra Modi also 
participated. 
 The Chief Guest of the Conference was Nobel 
Prize Winner economist Paul Krugman. 
 The Summit was centered primarily on 
strategic issues, sports, entertainment and 
defense. 
 This was the concluding conference of the 
Rising Series organized by Network 18 in Uttar 
Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, 
West Bengal, Karnataka, Kerala etc. 
 
5th World Urdu Conference 
 On 24th-26th March, 2018, 5th World Urdu 
Conference was organized in New Delhi. 
 The three-day conference was organized by 
the National Council for Promotion of Urdu 
Language, an autonomous body of the Ministry 
of Human Resource Development. 
 Union Minority Affairs Minister Mukhtar 
Abbas Naqvi is presided this conference. 
 Urdu poets, novelists, journalists and Experts 
from 18 countries are participated in this 
conference. 
 Pakistan is not participated in this. 
 

Vision for Future 
 On 6th-8th March, 2018 India-Russia Vision 
for Future was organized in New Delhi to 
celebrate successful 70 years of relationship. 
 This program was organized by the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of India (Eurasian Division) 
in collaboration with Russian Federation 
Embassy and Russian Center of Science and 
Culture in India. 
 It was co-organized under the aegis of 
International Federation of Indo-Russian Youth 
Club and BRICS International Forum. 
 The purpose of this program was to 
strengthen the strategic partnership between 
India and Russia. 
 India-Russia Youth Parliament and India-
Russia Excellence Award ceremony was 
organized during the program and Youth 
Festival Calendar was launched. 
 
CAP India-2018 
 During March 22nd-24th, 2018, India’s 
premier exhibition 3rd CAPINDIA 2018 for 
chemical, plastics, construction, mining industry 
and related products was organized in 
Goregaon, Mumbai. 
 It was organized under the aegis of the 
Department of Commerce, Government of 
India, supported by Department of Chemicals 
and Petrochemicals, Government of India and 
organised jointly by PLEXCONCIL, 
CHEMEXCIL, CAPEXIL & SHEFEXIL is 
slated to be one of the largest sourcing and 
networking events for the Chemicals, 
Construction & Mining Industries and Allied 
Products. 
 The partner state of the event is Gujarat. 
 
The First G20 Meeting of Finance 
Ministers and Central Bank Governors 
 On March 19th-20th, 2018, the first G-20 
meeting Finance Ministers and central bank 
governors held in Buenos Aires. 
 57 delegates from different countries and 
organizations participated in this meeting. 
 Among those present were Jim Yong Kim, 
president of the World Bank; Mario Draghi, 
president of the European Central Bank; 



VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW B-36, Sector-C, Aliganj, Lucknow 
Cont.9415011892/93 

 

19 

 

Christine Lagarde, managing director of the 
IMF; and Steven Mnuchin, Secretary of the 
Treasury of the United States. 
 In all, 22 finance ministers, 17 central bank 
governors, and 10 heads of international 
organizations attended the meeting. 
 This was the first meeting in five meetings to 
be organized in this manner. The remaining four 
meetings will be concluded before the G-20 
summit from November 30 to December 1, 
2018, in the presence of Argentina. 
 
First India-French Knowledge Summit 
 On March 10th-11th, 2018 ‘First India-
French Knowledge Summit’ concluded in New 
Delhi. 
 The first high-level India-France Knowledge 
Summit was jointly organized by French 
Institute in India, along with Ministry of Higher 
Education, Research & Innovation (MESRI), 
France and Ministry of Human Resource 
Development, Government of India. 
 Around 80 Indian institutions and more than 
350 people from 70 French institutions 
participated in this summit with major 
enterprises. 
 This knowledge summit is for university, 
scientific and technology cooperation. 
 The purpose of which is to create a road map 
of India-France cooperation for the next five 
years with the cooperation of companies. 
 Apart from the MoU on Mutual Recognition 
of Academic Qualifications between India and 
France, 15 MoUs between various institutions of 
India and France in the areas of higher 
education, research, innovation, faculty 
exchange, scientific cooperation were 
exchanged. 
 
“Best Exhibitor Award” at ITB – 
Berlin 
 During 7th-10th March 2018, ‘ITB- Berlin 
World Tourist Meet’ was convened at Berlin, 
Germany. 
 India was represented by the Minister of State 
(Independent charge) for Tourism Mr K. J. 
Alphons along with couple of Tourism Ministry 
officials. 

 More than 100 countries participated in the 
ITB- Berlin meet with their respective Tourism 
Ministers. 
 India’s Incredible India (Ministry of Tourism) 
presented a short film named “Yogi of the 
Racetrack” in the meet. 
 The said short film has got 3.2 million hits in 
60 hours. 
 India has won the “Best Exhibitor Award” at 
ITB – Berlin in the Asia class. 
 ‘Poland’ in Europe category and ‘Costa Rica’ 
won the Best Performance Award in the US 
category. 
 
World ATM Congress, 2018 
 The ‘World Air Traffic Management (ATM) 
Congress’ was concluded in Madrid, Spain 
during March 6th-8th, 2018. 
 It is the world’s largest international air traffic 
management exhibition and conference. 
 In this, the Airports Authority of India (AII) 
displayed its achievements and initiatives. 
 The next congress will be held again in 
Madrid, Spain between 12th-14th March, 2019. 
 
5th Meeting of Mission Steering Group 
of NHM 
 On the 27th of February, 2018, the 5th 
Meeting of Mission Steering Group of NHM) 
was concluded in New Delhi. 
 Shri J P Nadda, Union Minister of Health and 
Family Welfare as he chaired the 5th meeting of 
the Mission Steering Group of the National 
Health Mission (NHM). 
 Shri Nadda said that NHM is vital to 
supporting the states in improving their health 
systems. 
 “The Health and Wellness Centers are 
expected to provide preventive, promotive, 
rehabilitative and curative care for a package of 
12 services.” 
 Hon’ble Prime Minister’s announcement of 
the heightened focus on the aspirational districts 
also provides us with significant leverage point 
to address long persisting inequities and 
development lag in these districts. This will be 
strengthened through NHM. 
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 Currently all 36 states/UTs have notified 
policy to provide essential drugs free of cost in 
public health facilities. 
 Under NHM Free Diagnostics Service 
Initiative, substantial funding is provided to 
States within their resource envelope to provide 
free essential diagnostic services at public health 
facilities. 
 The program has been rolled out in 29 
states/UTs which are providing free diagnostic 
Services either in-house or in PPP mode. 
 The MSG of the NHM discussed various 
agenda points including enhancement of reach, 
outlay and facilities within components of the 
NHM, Prevention and Control of Viral 
Hepatitis, Immunization, Comprehensive 
Primary Health Care, Newer Intervention under 
Revised National TB Control Programme with 
respect to Patient’s Support and Private Sector 
Involvement, capacity building of health 
workers, etc. Many suggestions were also made 
by other members of the MSG. 
 Meeting offered a valuable and useful 
platform for candid discussion on several issues, 
and a wider perspective from a wide section of 
experts which will enable to enhance quality and 
effectiveness of the NHM. 
 
International Conference on 
Sustainable Biofueles 2018 
 During February 26th-27th, 2018, two day 
international conference on Sustainable Biofuels 
was jointly organized by Department of 
Biotechnology, Govt. of India and Biofuture 
platform in Stan Auditorium, India Habitat 
Center, New Delhi. 
 This event aims to provide a common 
platform to Government policy makers, 
industry, investors and research community to 
exchange experiences and challenges related to 
development and scaling of advance biofuels. 
 Besides this the conference is focusing on 
concerns of the private sectors to speed up large 
scale production of sustainable biofuels. 
 The event bring experts and delegates from 
19 countries together in Sustainable Biofuels 
sector to take stock of current knowledge, share 
information and best practices, and build 

consensus on the actions most needed to move 
forward. 
 
First India-Japan Workshop on 
Disaster Risk Reduction 
 On March 19th-20th2018, First Japan-Japan 
Workshop on Disaster Risk Reduction is being 
organized in New Delhi. 
 The Vice-Chairman, NITI Aayog, Dr. Rajiv 
Kumar inaugurated the First India-Japan 
Workshop on Disaster Risk Reduction here 
today. 
 The two-day workshop is being jointly 
organized by the Ministry of Home Affairs, 
National Disaster Management Authority 
(NDMA) and Government of Japan. 
 Fifty delegates from Japan including experts 
from government, technical institutions, private 
sector and 70 delegates from India including 
experts are participating in the Workshop. 
 
Informal World Trade Organization 
Ministerial Meeting 
 On March 19th-20th, 2018 Informal WTO 
Ministerial Meeting is being organized in Taj 
Diplomatic Enclave, New Delhi. 
 Representatives from 50 countries will be 
gathering to attend this meeting. 
 The informal meeting of ministers will 
provide an opportunity to engage in free and 
frank discussions with the hope that it will lead 
to political guidance on some major issues. 
 It is noteworthy that in the absence of 
Ministerial guidance at the Eleventh Ministerial 
Conference (MC 11) that took place from 10 to 
13 December 2017 in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
 
14th meeting of Empowered 
Committee under Nirbhaya Fund 
 On March 1st, 2018, the 14th meeting of the 
Empowered Committee of the Officers under 
the Nirbhaya Fund was held in New Delhi. 
 It was presided by Rakesh Srivastava, 
Secretary, Ministry of Women and Child 
Development. 
 It approves proposals for the security and 
protection of women. 
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The Committee discussed three proposals- 
 Proposal for introduction of Emergency 
Response Support system / panic button in Uttar 
Pradesh. 
 Safe city proposal for 8 cities 
 This is a major initiative under the Nirbhaya 
Fund. Under this, a detailed action plan will be 
implemented for women’s safety in 8 major 
cities (as in Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, 
Ahmedabad, Kolkata, Bangalore, Hyderabad 
and Lucknow). 
 These schemes have been prepared with the 
help of Municipal Corporations and Police 
Departments. 
 For these eight proposals, the committee has 
fixed the amount of Rs 2,919.55 crore. 
 An ideal forensic science laboratory will be 
established in Chandigarh with advanced 
infrastructure and modern machines. 
 
Conference on Command Area 
Development 
 On March 13th, 2018, a one-day Conference 
on Command Area Development was organised 
by Ministry of Water Resources, River 
Development & Ganga Rejuvenation at CSMRS 
Auditorium, New Delhi. 
 The Conference was inaugurated by Shri 
Nitin Gadkari, Union Minister for Water 
Resources, River Development & Ganga 
Rejuvenation, Road Transport & Highways and 
Shipping as Chief Guest. 
 Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal, Union Minister of 
State for Water Resources, River Development 
& Ganga Rejuvenation and Parliamentary 
Affairs was the guest of honour. 
 The Conference is being organised to 
promote awareness on Command Area 
Development and Water Management 
(CADWM) amongst the 18 participating states. 
 In all these 18 states Pradhan Mantri Krishi 
Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) projects are being 
implemented involving the concerned Central 
and State Government agencies as well as non-
governmental organisations active in the area. 
 A Plenary session and three technical sessions 
have been planned for the Conference. 

 Conference deliberations will cover such 
themes as new initiatives in CADWM 
implementation; Aim of CADWM programme 
& present Day Challenges; CADWM 
implementation under PMKSY, and 
Participatory Irrigation Management. 
 Eminent speakers from Central and State 
governments and other apex organisations will 
make focused presentations on the themes of the 
conference followed by open house discussions. 
 About 200 delegates from the Command Area 
Development Authority (CADA) and irrigation 
departments of all participating states, officers 
from the Union Ministry of Water Resources, 
and Central government organisations like 
Central Water Commission, Central Ground 
Water Board, National Water Development 
Agency, Central Soil Material Research Station 
etc are participating in the Conference. 
 The deliberations during the Conference are 
expected to lead to valuable recommendation for 
future implementation by the government. 
 
India-Korea Business Summit 
 On February 27th, 2018, Second India-Korea 
Business Summit organized by the Department 
of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP), 
Ministry of Commerce & Industry, in 
partnership with ChosunILbo, KOTRA, 
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) and 
Invest India, was held in New Delhi. 
 Aim of the summit is to strengthen the 
economic relationship, boost trade relations and 
increase investments between India and 
Republic of Korea. 
 The summit began with a roundtable of 
Korean CEOs which was chaired by Prime 
Minister of India.It highlighted the strategic 
partnership between India and Republic of 
Korea and the potential of increasing trade and 
investment between the two countries. 
 The roundtable included delegates from both 
Governments and 25 CEOs from leading Korean 
companies with an estimated revenue of USD 
575 billion. 
 On the sidelines of the summit, several B2B 
meetings were arranged. 



VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW B-36, Sector-C, Aliganj, Lucknow 
Cont.9415011892/93 

 

22 

 

 The summit addressed various issues across 
industries and was attended by over a thousand 
delegates, including 425 South Korean delegates 
from 90 Korean companies, senior government 
officials and political leaders. 
 
FICCI Frames, 2018 
 On March 5th- 7th, 2018, the annual 
conference of the Media and Entertainment 
Industry ‘FICCI Frames, 2018’is being 
organized in Grand Hyatt, Mumbai. 
 Union Information and Broadcasting Minister 
Smriti Irani inaugurated this three-day 
conference. 
 It is worth mentioning that ‘FICCI Frames’ is 
the leading business conclave to attract almost 
all important stakeholders in the entertainment 
sector. 
 This is the largest conference of its kind in 
Asia. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW B-36, Sector-C, Aliganj, Lucknow 
Cont.9415011892/93 

 

23 

 

SPORTS 
 

ICC Cricket World Cup qualifier-2018 
 For the last two places Cricket World Cup 
Qualifier Tournament of ICC Cricket World 
Cup, 2019, 2018 concluded in Zimbabwe  
(March 4-25, 2018) 
 The two teams, which reached in the 
qualifiers final, the West Indies and Afghanistan 
have qualified for the World Cup, 2019. 
 In the final, Afghanistan won the title of 
qualifiers by defeating the West Indies by 7 
wickets. 
 ‘Man of the match’ in final – Mohammad 
Shahzad (Afghanistan)  Player of the series- 
Sikander Raja (Zimbabwe) 
 The 10 teams of ICC Cricket World Cup, 
2019 are as follows: 1. England (host), 
2.Australia, 3. India, 4. Bangladesh, 5. New 
Zealand, 6. Pakistan, 7. South Africa, 8. Sri 
Lanka, 9. West Indies and 10. Afghanistan 
 This is the first Cricket World Cup since 
1979, when Zimbabwe could not make it to the 
World Cup. 
 It also happened for the first time that an 
Associate Nation will not participate in Cricket 
World Cup. 
 In the final of the tournament, Rashid Khan of 
Afghanistan became the fastest bowler to take 
100 wickets in international one-dayers. 
 In his 44th match, Rashid made Shai Hope 
(West Indies) his 100th victim. 
 Earlier this record was named after 
Australia’s Mitchell Starc (100 wickets in 52 
games). 
 
Pakistan Super League (PSL), 2018 
 Pakistan Super League (PSL) of T-20 format, 
2018 (Third Edition), conducted by the Pakistan 
Cricket Board (PCB) concluded in UAE and 
Pakistan. (22 February-25 March, 2018) 
 Sponsor – HBL 
 Final Venue – National Stadium, Karachi 
 Competition Results:- 
 Winner-Islamabad United, 2nd title 
 Runner-up- Peshawar Zalmi 

 ‘Player of the Final Match and Series’ – Luke 
Ronchi (New Zealand player of Islamabad 
United) 
 ‘Most wickets in the tournament’ – Fahim 
Ashraf (Islamabad United) and Wahab Riaz 
(Peshawar Zalmi) both took 18-18 wickets in 
the tournament. 
 Luke Ronchi of Islamabad United scored the 
highest run (435) in the tournament. 
 
Irani Cup 2017-2018 
 India’s domestic first-class cricket 
tournament Irani Cup, 2017-18 concluded in 
Nagpur. (March 14th-18th, 2018) 
 Venue: Vidarbha Cricket Association 
Stadium. 
 Vidarbha won the tournament for the first 
time by defeating ‘Rest of India’ on the basis of 
the lead in the first innings. 
 Brief Score: 
 Vidarbha: First innings – 800 Runs at 7 
Wickets 
 Rest of India: First Innings -390 All Out 
 ‘Player of the match’ -Wasim Jaffer 
(Vidarbha), 286 runs 
 Vidarbha team captain was Faiz Fazal and the 
Rest of India team captain was Karun Nair. 
 Wasim Jaffer of Vidarbha became the 
batsman to made most runs (286) in an innings 
of Irani Cup. 
 He broke the record of Murali Vijay’s 266 
runs in the Irani Cup. 
 
Vijay Hazare Trophy, 2018 
 National ODI championship Vijay Hazare 
Trophy, 2018 has concluded. (February 5th – 
February 27th, 2018) 
 On February 27th, 2018, Karnataka won the 
trophy for the third time by defeating Saurashtra 
by 41 runs in the final match played at 
Firozshah Kotla ground in New Delhi. 
 Mayank Agarwal of Karnataka was chosen as 
the Man of the Match in this match. 
 In this tournament, Mayank Agarwal has 
scored 723 runs (three centuries and four half 
centuries) in most 8 matches. 
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 Mohammed Siraj of Hyderabad took the 
maximum 23 wickets, in which he got five 
wickets in an innings three times. 
 In this season, Mayank Agarwal scored 
maximum 1160 runs in Ranji Trophy. 
 Mayank scored 2141 runs in this session. 
 Mayank Agarwal has become the first 
batsman to score more than 2,000 runs in one 
round season. 
 Mayank Agarwal, who scored more than 700 
runs in Vijay Hazare Trophy, became the first 
batsman to do so. 
 Earlier, there was record of making the 
highest runs in any tournament in the name 
Sachin, who scored 673 runs in the World Cup 
in 2003. 
 Vijay Hazare Trophy is also known as the 
Ranji One-Day Trophy. 
 It started in 2002-03. 
 This is a domestic tournament related to state 
teams of Ranji Trophy Plate. 
 This competition has been named after the 
famous Indian cricketer Vijay Hazare. 
 Tamil Nadu has won this trophy for most of 5 
times so far. 
 Saurashtra has won this competition once. 
 
8th Hockey India Senior Men’s 
National Championship (A Division), 
2018 
 8th Hockey India Senior Men’s National 
Championship (‘A’ Division), 2018 concluded 
in Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh) (March 15-25, 
2018) 
 Final Venue – Padmashree Mohammed 
Shahid Synthetic Hockey Stadium 
 Competition Results:- 
 Gold medal-Hockey Punjab (2-1 sec) 
 Silver Medal – Petroleum Sports Promotion 
Board (PSPB) 
 Bronze Medal-Railway Sports Promotion 
Board (RSPB) 
 Fourth Place – Air India Sports Promotion 
Board (AISPB) 
 
 
 

Wisden India Almanack released 
 On March 15th, 2018, sixth edition of Wisden 
India Almanack has been released. 
 Wisden India has chosen KL Rahul; one of 
the successful batsmen of the T20 format, as 
‘cricketer of the year’. 
 Apart from this, Priyank Panchal (India), 
Hasan Ali (Pakistan), Tamim Iqbal 
(Bangladesh) was included in Wisden India’s 
‘Cricketers of the Year’. 
 The only female player in ‘Quakers of the 
Year’ was India’s Deepti Sharma. 
India’s first female superstar cricketer Shanta 
Rangaswamy and Erapalli Prasanna have been 
named in the Wisden India Hall of Fame. 
Indian captain Virat Kohli was the most 
successful Indian and international cricketer. 
 Indian women cricketers have been given 
special significance by printing the picture of 
the ICC Women’s World Cup held in July, 2017 
on the main page. 
 
Former Zimbabwe cricket official 
suspended for 20 years 
 On March 27th, 2018, ICC suspended former 
Zimbabwe Cricket Administration official Rajan 
Nayar for 20 years for his alleged involvement 
in fixing the international match. 
 Nair has been found guilty under the ICC 
Code of Conduct for violating the three rules. 
 In this offering of 30,000 US $ in October 
2017 to Zimbabwe captain Graeme Cremer to 
get involved in corrupt activities also included. 
 At that time Nayar was the treasurer and 
marketing director of the Harare Metropolitan 
Cricket Association (HMCA). 
 His suspension will be effective from January 
16, 2018 when he was temporarily suspended. 
 
Indian batsman to score the century in 
20 balls in T20 match 
 Indian cricketer Riddhiman Saha made a 
century (102 runs) in 20 balls in a T-20 match 
and remained in the lime light. (March 24, 2018) 
 Saha did this against the BNR Recreation 
Club in a match of the Jesse Mukherjee Trophy 
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T20 tournament. During this, his strike rate was 
510.00. 
 Saha hit 14 sixes and 4 fours in his innings. 
 Although Riddhiman Saha did not break the 
record of fastest century (30 balls) of Chris 
Gayle (West Indies) in T20 matches. 
 Because the data of the recognized T-20 
matches is considered to be official and this 
trophy is not recognized. 
 The fastest century after Chris Gayle in the 
T20 match was made by Rishabh Pant of India 
in 32 balls. 
 That is, Rishabh is the second and first Indian 
batsman in the world to have the fastest century 
in the T20 match. 
 David Miller (South Africa) and Rohit 
Sharma (India) are jointly at the top in the list of 
the fastest century in international T20 matches. 
 Both have scored centuries on 35 balls each. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW B-36, Sector-C, Aliganj, Lucknow 
Cont.9415011892/93 

 

26 

 

AWARDS AND 
HONOURS 

 

Global Teacher Prize-2018 
 On March 18th 2018, Global Teacher Prize 
award for 2018 from Sunny Varkey of the 
Varkey Foundation was given to British teacher 
Andria Jafirakou. 
 The prize was distributed by Shaikh 
Mohammad Bin Rashid Maktoum, vice 
president and Prime Minister of UAE and ruler 
of Dubai. 
 The winner is awarded $1million for their 
outstanding work. 
 It is remarkable that she is the first person 
from Britain to get this award. 
 Andria teaches at Alperton Community 
School, a secondary school academy in the inner 
city borough of Brent. It’s no easy task. Brent is 
one of the most ethnically diverse places in the 
country and 130 languages are spoken in its 
schools. 
 It is known that this award is provided 
annually by the founding non-profit 
organization Varkey Foundation for improving 
the level of education for the poor children of 
the world. 
 Varkey Foundation was founded by Sunny 
Varkey, a social activist born in Kerala. 
 

Short film “Shunyata” has won an 
award at Best of India Short Film 
Festival 
 On March, 2018 Jackie Shroff starrer short 
film “Shunyata” has won an award at Best of 
India Short Film Festival in Los Angeles, US. 
 The 22-minute fiction film is directed by 
Chintan Sarda. 
 On the work front, Jackie Shroff will next be 
seen in the trilingual magnum opus project 
‘Saaho’ starring Prabhas and Shraddha Kapoor. 
 
U.K. Golden flame award 
 During 14th -25th March, 2018 the annual 
Tongues of Fire UK Asian Film Festival is 
being organized in London. 

 Indian actress Simi Garewal has been 
conferred the ‘UK Golden Flame Award’ in the 
opening ceremony of the festival. 
 It is remarkable that she was honored with 
this award for his contribution to Indian cinema. 
 
90th Oscar Award-2018 
 On March 4th, 2018, the American Film 
Industry’s most prestigious 90th Annual 
Academy Awards were presented in Los 
Angeles, United States. 
 This award is popularly known as ‘Oscar 
Award’. 
The details of major awards are as follows: 
 Best Film – ‘The Shape of Water’, Director-
Guillermo del Toro. 
 Best Director – Guillermo del Toro (film – 
‘The Shape of Water’). 
 Best Actor – Gary Oldman (Film-Darkest 
Hour) 
 Best Actress – Frances McDormand, Film – 
Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri 
 Best Supporting Actor – Sam Rockwell 
(Film-Three Billboards outside Ebbing, 
Missouri). 
 Best Supporting Actress-Allison Janney 
(Film- I, Tonya) 
 Best Writing (Original Screenplay) -Get Out; 
Written by Jordan Peele. 
 Best Writing (Edited Screenplay) – Call Me 
by Your Name; Screenplay by James Ivory. 
 Best Foreign Language Film – A Fantastic 
Woman, Spanish Language Film (Country-
Chile). 
 Best Apparel Design – ‘Phantom Thread’ 
(Designer-Mark Bridges). 
 Best Editing-Dunkirk (Editor-Lee Smith) 
 Best Cinematography-Blade Runner 2049 
 Best Animated Feature Film – ‘Coco’ 
 Best Song – ‘Remember Me’ (Film-Coco) 
 It is notable that posthumously famous 
Bollywood actress Sridevi and Bollywood actor 
Shashi Kapoor were recalled at the 90th Oscars. 
 It is worth mentioning that this time the 
movie ‘The Shape of Water’ was nominated in 
13 categories and awarded in the highest 4 
categories. 
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PERSONS IN NEWS 
 
First Indian woman to represent as an 
officer in the Commonwealth Games 
 Snehal Bendke of Maharashtra was selected 
as refree by the International Basketball 
Federation (FIBA) for the Commonwealth 
Games Basketball Tournaments. (March 27th, 
2018) 
 She is the first Indian woman representing as 
Officer in Commonwealth Games. 
 Snehal passed the Maharashtra State Referee 
Examination in the year 2006 and received a 
referee license from FIBA in 2008. 
 The 2018 Commonwealth Games will be held 
in the Gold Coast, Australia during April 5-15, 
2018. 
 
New National Security Adviser to the 
US President 
 On March 23rd, 2018, Jhon R. Bolton 
appointed US President Donald Trump’s new 
national security adviser. 
 His tenure will begin on April 9th, 2018. 
 At this post he will replace new National 
Security Adviser to the US President. 
 Bolton was a permanent representative of the 
United States in the year 2005-06. 
 
Ameenah Gurib-Fakim 
 On March 17th, 2018 Mauritian President 
Ameenah Gurib-Fakim resigned from the post. 
 She resigned due to allegations against her for 
use of a credit card to buy luxury personal items. 
 She became Mauritius’s first woman 
president in 2015. 
 
Miro Cerar 
 On March 14th, 2018, Prime Minister of 
Slovenia, Miro Cerar, resigned from his post. 
 He resigned after the country’s top court 
annulled last year’s referendum on a key railway 
project and ordered a new vote. 
 The project was to upgrade the transport link 
for the Kopar port on the Adriatic coast. 

 The Supreme Court said that the government 
had acted partially by spending public funds to 
get positive votes for the scheme. 
 
Larry Kudlow 
 On March 14th, 2018, Larry Kudlow 
appointed US President Donald Trump’s new 
Chief Economic Advisor. 
 On this post, he replaced Gary Cohen. 
 It is remarkable that Larry Kudlow has 
worked as Trump’s informal economic adviser 
during the year 2016. 
 
Vladimir Putin 
 On 18th March 2018, Vladimir Putin has 
been elected President of Russia for the fourth 
times. 
 In this election, he got more than 76 percent 
of the votes. 
 He will now be President of Russia for 6 
years again. 
 Presidential term of Putin will last until 2018-
2024. 
 
New Foreign Minister of America 
 On March 13th, 2018, President Donald 
Trump announced the name of the Mike 
Pompeo as the new foreign minister of US. 
 Currently he is the Director of the American 
Intelligence Engineer Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA). 
 At this post, he replaced Rex Tillerson, who 
was sacked by President Donald Trump from his 
post. 
 
Prof. Stephen Hawking 
 On March 14th, 2018, the famous British 
physicist Prof. Stephen Hawking passed away. 
He was 76 years old. 
 He was born on January 8th, 1942 in the UK. 
 That year, in 1963, at the age of 21, he 
suffered with a rare form of motor neurone 
disease which caused many parts of his body 
paralyzed. 
 He played an important role in understanding 
general relativity, black hole and big bang 
theory. 
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 ‘A Brief History of Time’ was a famous book 
written by him. 
 Due to its high sales, it was also included in 
Guinness Book of World Records. 
 In the year 2014, the movie ‘The Theory of 
Every Thing’ was made on his life, in which 
Eddie Redman played hawking, for which he 
received the Oscar award for Best Actor. 
Bidya Devi Bhandari 
 On March 13th, 2018, Bidya Devi Bhandari 
was re-elected as the President of Nepal. 
 She was the country’s first woman president 
elected in the year 2015. 
 She was supported by the ruling Left alliance 
of the CPN-UML (Maoist Centre), the Sanghiya 
Samajbadi Forum-Nepal and other fringe 
parties. 
 
Jayendra Saraswati Shankaracharya 
 On February 28th, 2018, 69th Shankaracharya 
Jayendra Saraswati of Kanchi Kamkoti Peeth 
passed away. He was 82 years old. 
 He was born on July 18th, 1935 in the then 
Thanjavur district. 
 He was made the 69th Shankaracharya of 
Kanchi Kamkoti Peeth after the death of 
Chandrashekharendra Saraswati Swamigal in 
1994. 
 On March 22nd, 1954, Jayendra Saraswati 
was declared successor of Chandrashekharan 
Saraswati Swamigal. 
 Jayendra Saraswati had declared Shankar 
Vijender Saraswati as his successor in the year 
1983. 
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PLACES IN NEWS 
 
Plastic Park to be set up in Jharkhand 
 On March 20th, 2018, Union Minister for 
Chemicals & Fertilizers and Parliamentary 
Affairs, Shri Ananthkumar announced that the 
Government of India has approved the setting 
up of a Plastic Park in Deoghar District, 
Jharkhand. 
 The project would be set up at a cost of 
Rs.120 crores in an area of 150 acres and a 
range of polymer products including woven 
sacks, moulded furniture, water tanks, bottles, 
pipes mosquito nets, etc would be manufactured. 
 It has great potential for attracting investment 
for setting up an ecosystem for plastic industry 
and generates employment opportunities for the 
local populace, the Minister informed. 
 Project is likely to provide direct employment 
generation to about 6000 people and indirect 
employment to over 30000 people. 
 This human resource is of vital importance as 
the plastic industry is growing at a rapid pace 
and the polymer consumption in India would 
double from the current 10 million metric tonnes 
to 20 million metric tonnes by 2022, the 
Minister added. 
 The setting up of Rs. 3.5 crore Plastic 
Recycling unit at Deoghar to tackle the menace 
of plastic waste being generated due to the place 
being a tourist attraction was also announced. 
 Deoghar receives over 5 crore tourists per 
year, leading to generation of a lot of plastic 
waste. 
 The coming up of the Plastic Park, CIPET 
and the Plastic Recycling unit would build an 
ecosystem that would encourage setting up of 
Plastic Industry at Deoghar, thereby making it a 
‘Plastic Hub’ in the future. 
 
Inland Ferry Services 
 On March 20th, 2018, Union Minister of 
Road Transport and Highways, Shipping and 
Water Resources, River Development and 
Ganga Rejuvenation Shri Nitin Gadkari 
inaugurated the Inland ferry services in the port 
city of Vasco in Goa. 

 In his keynote address, the Minister said that 
while addressing the needs of the poor, 
environment and ecosystem must be given its 
due priority. 
 To achieve this, all the stakeholders need to 
make a concerted decision and action. He said, 
India has about seven thousand five hundred 
kilometres of seashore which can help the 
development of the country while giving 
tourism the much-required boost. 
 Goa owes its emergence as a tourism state 
due to its coastal belt. The tourism sector has 
very high potential for Investment and 
employment generation. 
 It is note worthy that the central government 
has so far provided Rs 15,000 crore for 
development of roads in Goa. He assured that 
Goa will receive all the funds required for the 
development projects under ‘Sagarmala’. 
 
Bihar’s first startup hub 
 On March 16th 2018, Bihar Deputy Chief 
Minister Sushil Kumar Modi inaugurated 
Bihar’s the first startup hub at Patna. 
 ‘Plug and Play’ with workstation and office 
space will be provided free of charge to 31 
startup companies in this start up hub 
 This startup hub will be developed as a 
general facility center. 
 
Pink Electricity Zone 
 On March 8th, 2018, on the occasion of 
International Women’s Day; Madhya Pradesh 
West Power Distribution Company (MPWPDC) 
launched a ‘Pink Electricity Zone’. 
 This zone will be managed by female 
employees. 
 In the Pink Electricity Zone, 25 women 
employees (for the post of assistant engineer, 
junior engineer, line supervisor, line man, meter 
reader, accountant and computer operator) have 
been deployed. 
 The uniforms of these women will be of pink 
color. 
 They will manage the maintenance of 13,000 
power connections in Aranya Nagar inhabited 
by 60,000 people. 
 



VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW B-36, Sector-C, Aliganj, Lucknow 
Cont.9415011892/93 

 

30 

 

Construction of houses for earthquake 
victims in Nepal 
 On March 8th, 2018, in a reconstruction bid 
for Nepal devastated by earthquake, India 
signed the agreement in Kathmandu for 
construction of earthquake victims in Nepal with 
the United Nations Development Program 
(UNDP) and the United Nations Office Project 
Services (UNOPs). 
 Under this agreement, India will provide 
financial assistance for the construction of 
50,000 homes in Nepal. 
 India will provide US $ 8.41 million to UN 
Office Project Services and US $ 7.41 million to 
UNDP for the construction of these 50,000 
homes. 
 It is to be noted that excessive destruction 
was caused by heavy earthquake in Himalayan 
country Nepal in April 2015. 
 More than 10,000 people died in this 
earthquake and about 22,000 people were 
injured. 
 The districts most affected by earthquake 
were Gorkha and Nuwakot. 
 
First alcohol-free village in Ranchi 
district 
 In March, 2018 the village ‘Banlotwa’ located 
in Ranchi district of Jharkhand, became the first 
liquor-free village. 
 On this achievement, Jharkhand Chief 
Minister Raghuvar Das paid a cash prize of Rs.1 
lakh to the head of the village. 
 It is known that two years ago, Chief Minister 
Raghuvar Das had announced that any village 
would be given a sum of Rs. 1 lakh to the 
village, being liquor free. 
 
Announcement of an emergency in Sri 
Lanka 
 On March 6th, 2018, the Sri Lankan 
government announced an emergency to stop 
communal violence among the majority of 
Sinhalese (Buddhist) and minority Muslims in 
Kandy district. 
 The period of emergency is 10 days. 

 In the last week, the violence in the Kandy 
started as a result of the death of a Sinhala 
Buddhist man at the hands of a crowd. 
 In this violence, mosques, shops and houses 
related to minority communities were damaged. 
 For the first time since August, 2011, 
emergency status has been implemented in Sri 
Lanka. 
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COMMISSION & 
COMMITTEE  

 

Steering Committee on Finitech 
(Financial Technology) related issues 
 On March 5th, 2018, the Central Government 
constituted the Steering Committee to consider 
various issues related to the development of 
Finitech (Financial Technology) sector in India. 
 It will be headed by the Secretary of the 
Department of Economic Affairs. 
 Other members of the committee include 
Secretary, Department of Electronics and 
Information Technology, Secretary, Department 
of Financial Services (DFS), Secretary, Ministry 
of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, 
Chairman, Central Board of Excise and Customs 
(CBEC), Chief Executive Officer, Indian 
Special Identification Authority, Deputy 
Governor, Reserve Bank of India and Joint 
Secretary (Investment), Department of 
Economic Affairs. 
 Its main objective is to make Finitech related 
Rules and regulations more flexible and to 
create more entrepreneurship in an area where in 
India has a distinct edge over other emerging 
economies. 
 The Steering Committee will focus on how 
Finitech can be used to increase the financial 
inclusion of MSME. 
 
Y H Malegam Committee 
 On February 20th, 2018, in view of large 
divergences observed in asset classification and 
provisioning in the credit portfolio of banks as 
well as the rising incidence of frauds in the 
Indian banking system, it has been decided to 
constitute an Expert Committee. 
 This committee has been set up under the 
chairmanship of Shri Y H Malegam, a former 
member of the Central Board of Directors of 
RBI. 
 The committee has to look into the reasons 
for high divergence observed in asset 
classification and provisioning by banks vis-à-

vis the RBI’s supervisory assessment and the 
steps needed to prevent it. 
 Committee will also look toward factors 
leading to an increasing incidence of frauds in 
banks and the measures (including IT 
interventions) needed to curb and prevent it; and 
the role and effectiveness of various types of 
audits conducted in banks in mitigating the 
incidence of such divergence and frauds. 
 Significantly, the RBI has recently formed the 
committee after fraud of 11,400 crore rupees in 
PNB. 
 The members of the committee will be: Shri 
Bharat Doshi, Member, Central Board of 
Directors, RBI; Shri S Raman, former Chairman 
and Managing Director, Canara Bank and 
former Whole-Time Member, SEBI; and Shri 
Nandkumar Saravade, Chief Executive Officer, 
Reserve Bank Information Technology Pvt Ltd 
(ReBIT). Shri A K Misra, Executive Director, 
RBI will be the Member-Secretary of the 
committee. 
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OPERATIONS & 
COMPAIGN 

 
Intensive Campaign ‘Health Team at 
your Doorstep’ 
 In order to control the seasonal diseases in 
Jaipur district, the Department of Health and 
Health will run the health camps of your health 
team from 21st to 23rd March. 
 For this campaign meetings were held in the 
office of Officer and Health Officer, Jaipur II, 
on March 16th, 2018. 
 Teams would be formed in this campaign by 
involving nursing students and health personnel. 
 Going home and going home, people will be 
aware by providing information on preventing 
mosquitoes and preventing diseases like 
seasonal diseases – dengue, malaria, swine flu, 
chickengunia and scrub typhus.  
 In the campaign, to clear the water resources 
and coordinate with other departments and 
arrange anti-laval activities in the area and 
instructed the workers to provide training for 
them. 
 During this time, the team formed in the 
urban and rural areas of the district will go to the 
house and check the boxes of tannya trees, cans, 
old tires, coolers and water and will clear the 
water when found larvae and will dry and 
suggest to fill the water again. 
 Along with this, MLO (black oil) will be put 
in the water filled in public places. 
 Source reduction done by the medical 
department for the prevention of seasonal 
diseases (cleaning up the entire water in seven 
days by drying and drying the cloth) can be 
prevented from activity of 70 percent dengue 
and malaria infections. 
 For the campaign, the cooperation of various 
departments and NGOs will be taken under the 
leadership of the district administration, 
including Municipal Corporation, Education 
Department, Panchayati Raj. 
 
 
 

Forest Fire Awareness Campaign-2018 
 On March 15th, 2018, Chief Minister Shri Jai 
Ram Thakur flagged off the two rapid fire 
fighting force vehicles to various forest fire 
sensitive areas of the state after launching the 
forest fire awareness campaign in the state. 
 This campaign has been launched in order to 
create mass awareness regarding prevention and 
control of forest fires due to a prolonged dry 
spell in the state. 
 The fortnight long campaign will create 
awareness amongst the people regarding the 
precautions and the measures to be adopted in 
case of major forest fire or other such incidents 
and seek their participation. 
 Anyone found igniting the forest fires would 
be dealt as per the law of the land. 
 ‘Rapid Forest Fire Fighting Force’ had been 
constituted with 1900 volunteers as its members. 
 Besides, special events like rallies on foot and 
on cycles, chat shows, Nukkad nataks, painting 
and slogan writing and exhibitions would be 
organized to create wider awareness during the 
campaign. 
 He also released a manual containing key 
features of the campaign. 
 Forest Minister informed that the awareness 
campaign would be undertaken on two routes 
from 16thMarch onwards till 27th March 2018. 
 The awareness campaigns would be 
simultaneously held on two routes viz: Kangoo, 
Suket, Jaidevi, Jari, Patlikuhal,Urla, 
Jogindernagar, Ladbhadol, Baijnath, Droh, 
Gopalpur, Chowari, Chamba, Dalhousie, Dehra 
and the second route would cover Nirmand, 
Rampur, Sunni, Arki, Addhar, Bijad, Bangana, 
Amb, Ramshehar, Nalagarh, Trilokpur, Kolar, 
Paonta Sahib, Majra, Kafota, Nahan, Jamta, 
Dharampur and Solan. 
 The two vehicles will cover the entire states 
in 11 districts barring the tribal district of Lahaul 
and Spiti. 
 Earlier, the Forest department organized a 
‘Run’ from the historic ridge in the morning in 
which children from various schools, forest 
officials and citizens from Shimla participated. 
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ASSOCIATIONS & 
ORGANIZATIONS 

 
Mahanadi Water Disputes Tribunal 
 On March 12th, 2018, the Ministry of Water 
Resources, River Development and Ganga 
Rejuvenation have issued a notification today 
constituting the Mahanadi Water Disputes 
Tribunal. 
 The Tribunal will have its headquarters at 
Delhi and will have the following members 
nominated by the Chief Justice of India: 
 Mr Justice A.M. Khanwilkar, Judge, Supreme 
Court of India as Chairman.  
 Justice Ravi Ranjan, Judge, Patna High Court 
as Member. 
 Mrs Justice Indermeet Kaur Kochhar, Judge, 
Delhi High Court as Member. 
 The Tribunal has been constituted following 
orders of the Supreme Court dated 23rd January, 
2018 in a suit filed by the Government of 
Odisha. 
 The Government of Odisha had sought to 
refer the water dispute regarding the inter-state 
river Mahanadi and its river valley to a Tribunal 
for adjudication under the Inter-State River 
Water Disputes Act, 1956. 
 
Approval of DAC 
 On February 28th, 2018, the Defence 
Acquisition Council (DAC), chaired by Raksha 
Mantri Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, met and 
accorded approval to Capital Acquisition 
Proposals of the Services and Coast Guard 
valued at approximately Rs 9435 crore. 
 In a major boost to the Make in India 
initiative the DAC accorded approval for 
procurement of 41000 LMGs and over 3.5 Lakh 
Close Quarter Battle Carbines under Buy and 
Make (Indian) category. 
 Out of total quantities envisaged, 75 percent 
will be through Indian Industry under ‘Buy & 
Make (Indian)’ category and balance through 
OFB. 

 The total cost for procurement of Carbines 
and LMGs for the soldiers of the three Services 
is Rs 4607 crore and Rs 3000 crore respectively. 
 
Avaada Power Pvt. Ltd 
 On February 28th, 2018, Avaada Power Pvt. 
Ltd. announced an investment of Rs. 3500 
crores for setting up 500 MW solar projects in 
Andhra Pradesh. 
 In this context, the agreement was signed in 
2018 in the Indian Industry Confederation 
Partnership Summit, held in Visakhapatnam in 
February, 2018. 
 According to Avaada Power, the solar project 
on the utility scale will produce enough clean 
energy for more than 2.4 million households. 
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LAW & JUSTICE 
 
Abortion Referendum Bill 
 On March 8th, 2018 the Irish government 
approved the Abortion Referendum Bill. 
 This referendum will be done at the end of the 
month of May. 
 Under this referendum, Voters will be asked 
if they want to repeal article 40.3.3 – known as 
the eighth amendment. 
 Amendment; since 1983 has given unborn 
foetuses and pregnant women an equal right to 
life, effectively enshrining a ban on abortion in 
the country’s constitution. 
 If voters votes in favour of repeal, the 
government has said it will introduce legislation 
permitting unrestricted abortion during the first 
12 weeks of pregnancy. 
 It is notable that currently, terminations are 
only allowed when the life of the mother is at 
risk. 
 Maximum penalty for accessing an illegal 
abortion in the country is 14 years in prison. 
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YEAR, DAY & WEEK 
 

World Theater Day 
 On March 27th, 2018, the World Theater Day 
was celebrated all over the world. 
 To celebrate the 70th Anniversary of the 
International Theatre Institute and to underline 
the cross-cultural and international aspect of 
theatre and of ITI, the Executive Council has 
selected five message authors to write a message 
– one from each of the five UNESCO Regions: 
Africa, the Americas, Arab Countries, Asia 
Pacific and Europe. 
They are as follows: 
 Asia Pacific – Ram Gopal Bajaj (India). 
 Arab countries-Maya Jabib (Lebanon). 
 Europe- Simon Mcburrey (U.K.) 
 America-Sabina Burman (Mexico) 
 Africa- Were Were Liking (Ivory Coast). 
 It is known that the celebration of this day 
was started in the year 1962 by the 
‘International Theater Institute’ (ITI). 
 The main event of this day is held in 
UNESCO or in the selected place by ITI. 
 This year the main event of this day was held 
in Paris (France). 
 
Earth Hour-2018 
 On March 24th, 2018 Global campaign for 
energy saving ‘Earth Hour’ was observed from 
8:30 pm to 9:30 pm. 
 It is worth noting that this is celebrated every 
year by the World Wide Fund for Nature. 
 It aims to encourage individuals and various 
communities to reduce energy consumption, for 
which everyone has been urged to stop the 
unnecessary lights of their homes and 
establishments for one hour. 
 The global campaign was started in Sydney, 
Australia in 2007. 
 
World Down Syndrome Day 
 On March 21st, 2018, World Down Sydrome 
Day was celebrated all over the world. 
 The main theme of this day in the year 2018 
is – ‘What can I bring for my community’. 

 To demonstrate the specificity of trisomy of 
21 chromosomes, the 21st of the third month of 
the year was selected as this day, which causes 
Down syndrome. 
 The nameDown syndrome was named after 
British doctor John Langdon Down who first 
discovered the syndrome (medical condition) in 
1866. 
 1 out of the estimated 1000 children in the 
world is born with Down syndrome. 
What is Down syndrome? 
 Down syndrome is a genetic disorder, which 
is caused by the presence of an additional 
chromosome in pair of 21 chromosomes. 
 Most of the people of most people have 46 
chromosomes, but people with Down syndrome 
have 47 chromosomes in them and because of 
this, they look different and learn differently. 
 
World Tuberculosis Day 
 On March 24th, 2018 World Tuberculosis 
Day was celebrated across the world. 
 The theme of World TB Day 2018 – 
“Wanted: Leaders for a TB-free world”. 
 This day is celebrated to raise public 
awareness about the devastating health, social 
and economic consequences of tuberculosis 
(TB) and to step up efforts to end the global TB 
epidemic. 
 India Government has set a new health 
policy, 2017 to eradicate tuberculosis by year 
2025. 
 It is known that the date marks the day in 
1882 when Dr. Robert Koch announced that he 
had discovered the bacterium that causes TB, 
which opened the way towards diagnosing and 
curing this disease. 
 Tuberculosis is an infectious disease caused 
by ‘Mycobacterium tuberculosis’ which spreads 
through the coughing, ablution or spitting of 
infected people. 
 
World Meteorological Day 
 On March 23rd, 2018, World Meteorological 
Day was celebrated across the world. 
 The main theme of this day – “Weather 
Ready, Climate Smart”. 
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 The purpose of this day is to make people 
aware about meteorology and changes in it. 
 This day is celebrated by the World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO). 
 WMO was born on March 23rd, 1873, from 
the International Meteorological Organization 
(WMO). 
 WMO was founded on March 23rd, 1950. 
 In the year 1951, it became a UN agency. 
Currently it has 191 country members. 
 Its headquarters is in Geneva (Switzerland). 
 
World Water Day 
 On March 22nd, 2018 World Water Day was 
celebrated across the world. 
 The main theme of this day for year 2018 is: 
‘Nature for Water’. 
 The purpose of organizing this day is to make 
people aware about tackling the water crisis. 
 International World Water Day is held 
annually on 22 March as a means of focusing 
attention on the importance of freshwater and 
advocating for the sustainable management of 
freshwater resources. 
 An international day to celebrate freshwater 
was recommended at the 1992 United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development 
(UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro. 
 The United Nations General Assembly 
responded by designating 22 March 1993 as the 
first World Water Day. 
 The United Nations General Assembly 
adopted resolution by which 22 March of each 
year was declared World Day for Water, to be 
observed starting in 1993. 
 
World Poetry Day 
 World March 21st, 2018 ‘World Poetry Day’ 
was celebrated. 
 One of the main objectives of the Day is to 
support linguistic diversity through poetic 
expression and to offer endangered languages 
the opportunity to be heard within their 
communities. 
 It is notable that a decision to proclaim 21 
March as World Poetry Day was adopted during 
UNESCO’s 30th session held in Paris in 1999. 

 In celebrating World Poetry Day, March 21, 
UNESCO recognizes the unique ability of 
poetry to capture the creative spirit of the human 
mind. 
 
International Day for the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination 
 On March 21st, 2018, International Day for 
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination was 
observed. 
 The main theme of this day in the year 2018 – 
“Promoting tolerance, inclusion, unity and 
respect for diversity in the context of combating 
racial discrimination”. 
 
International Happiness Day 
 On March 20th, 2018; International Day of 
Happiness was celebrated across the world. 
 This day is celebrated every year from 2013 
to understand the importance of happiness 
worldwide. 
 It is remarkable that in the recently released 
world happiness by the United Nations, India 
was ranked 133rd among 156 countries of the 
list. 
 While Finland has ranked top in the list. 
 
World Sparrow Day 
 On March 20th, 2018,World Sparrow Day ‘ 
was celebrated across the world. 
 ‘I Love Sparrow’ has been set as the theme 
for this year. 
 It is remarkable that this day is celebrated 
every year to make people aware about the 
protection of sparrow. 
 For the first time this day was celebrated in 
2010. 
 It is significant that the sparrow’s scientific 
name is Passer Domesticus. 
 This is the state bird of India’s Union 
Territory of Delhi. 
 
World Sleep Day 
 On March 16th, 2018 ‘World Sleep day’ was 
celebrated. 
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 In the year 2018, the main theme of this day 
was “Join the sleep: World Preserve Your 
Rhythms to Enjoy Life”. 
 This is celebrated on Friday before Spring 
Vernal Equinox every year. 
 Next ‘World Sleep Day’ will be observed 
March 15th, 2019. 
 It aims to reduce the burden of sleeping 
problems through better prevention and 
management. 
 
World Consumer Rights Day 
 On March 15th, 2018, ‘World Consumer 
Rights Day’ was celebrated.  
 The main theme of this day in the year 2018 
was – ‘Making Digital Markets Fairer is Digital 
Making’. 
 The purpose of this day is to make consumers 
aware about their rights and responsibilities. 
 Significantly, World Consumer Rights Day 
was inspired by President John F Kennedy, who 
sent a special message to the US Congress on 
15th March 1962, in which he formally 
addressed the issue of consumer rights. 
 On 24th December every year in India 
‘National Consumer Day’ is celebrated. 
 It is Notable that the ‘Consumer Protection 
Act’ for India was enacted in 1986 on same day 
(March 15th). 
 
International Women’s Day 
 On March 8th, 2018, International Women’s 
Day was celebrated across the world. 
 In the year 2018, the theme of this day is 
“The Time is now: Rural and urban activists 
transforming women’s lives”. 
 It is worth mentioning that this day is 
celebrated as the occasion of women’s 
economic, political and social achievements. 
 It is known that during the ‘International 
Women’s Year’ in the year 1975, the United 
Nations started celebrating ‘International 
Women’s Day’ on March 8th. 
 On this day (March 8th, 1975), in many 
countries of the world millions of women done a 
strike for their rights. 
 It was such a first widespread strike of 
women by its kind. 

World Kidney Day 
 On March 8th, 2018, World Kidney Day was 
celebrated across the world. 
 It is known that every year this day is 
celebrated on the second Thursday of March. 
 The theme of this day for year 2018 – 
“Kidneys & Women ‘& Health: Include, Value, 
Empower”. 
 It is a joint initiative of the International 
Society for Nephrology (ISN) and the 
International Federation of Kidney Foundation 
(IFKF). 
 ISN was established in the year 1960. 
 ISN is primarily a non-profit membership 
organization of Kidney Disease specialists, 
which represents Kidney Disease Medicine 
internationally and is dedicated to the treatment 
and prevention of kidney disease. 
 While IFKF is working for the treatment and 
prevention of disease on all continents around 
the world. 
 It was established in the year 1999. 
 ‘World Kidney Day’ is a global health 
awareness campaign under which it aims to 
reduce kidney disease and related health 
problems and to spread awareness about the 
importance of kidneys. 
 
Zero Discrimination Day 
 On March 1st, 2018, ‘Zero Discrimination 
Day’ was celebrated all over the world. 
 This day is celebrated in society to bring 
neutrality, adopt diversity and emphasize talent 
and skill. 
 The UN first celebrated Zero Discrimination 
Day on March 1st, 2014. 
 This celebration was after UNAIDS, a UN 
program on human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV) and Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome (AIDS), launched its Zero 
Discrimination Campaign on World AIDS Day 
in December 2013. 
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BOOKS 
 

Hari Singh Nalwa: Champion of the 
Khalsaji (1791-1837) 
 In February, 2018, Dr. Vanit Nalwa presented 
his book “Hari Singh Nalwa: Champion of the 
Khalsaji” (1791-1837) in the national archives 
in Delhi. 
 Maharaja Ranjit Singh called Hari Singh 
Nalwa, a Sikh warrior who lived in the 19th 
century, ‘Wah mere Raja Nal Wah’. 
 Maharaja Ranjit Singh had said those words 
to the bravery of Hari Singh as a child of King 
Nal of Mahabharata. 
 Other information related to Hari Singh 
Nalwa in this presentation was also shared. 
 Vanit Nalwa is a descendant of seventh 
generation of Hari Singh. 
 Sardar Hari Singh Nalva (1791-1837) was the 
Chief of Army Staff Maharaj Ranjit Singh. 
 He led many battles with the Pathans and 
conquered Kabul and Kashmir. 
 In the Battle of Noshera, he amicably led the 
army of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Special Postal Cover on Stephen 
Hawking released by Department of 
Posts 
 On March 20th, 2018, as a tribute to the 
renowned physicist, cosmologist and author, late 
Professor Stephen Hawking, a special cover on 
the great personality was released by the 
Department of Posts. 
 Chief Postmaster General, Maharashtra 
Circle, Shri H.C. Agrawal released the cover 
and presented the first album to Director, Tata 
Institute of Fundamental Research, Mumbai, Dr. 
Sandip Trivedi, who was the Chief Guest for the 
function. 
 Special postal cover on Stephen Hawking was 
issued in all 22 circles of the Postal Department. 
 On March 14th, 2018, 76-year-old Stephen 
Hawking passed away at his home in Cambridge 
(UK). 
 In addition, forty school students received 
scholarships under ‘Deen Dayal SPARSH 
Yojana’ of Department of Posts today. 
 Chief Postmaster General, Maharashtra Circle 
distributed the scholarship and certificates to the 
selected students of Maharashtra Circle, i.e. ten 
students from each of standards VI, VII, VIII& 
IX. Philately Scholarship under “Deen Dayal 
SPARSH Yojana” is Rs. 6000/- per annum, for 
promotion of aptitude & research in stamps as a 
hobby. 
 A total of 579 students participated in the 
Philately Quiz in Maharashtra Circle, from 
which 111 students were selected for submission 
of philately project. 
 After evaluation of these 111 philately 
projects, the 40 students were selected for the 
SPARSH scholarship. 
 
First Indian Sign Language Dictionary 
 On March 23rd, 2018 “First Indian Sign 
Language Dictionary of 3000 words” was 
launched by Shri Thaawarchand Gehlot, Union 
Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment at 
a function. 

 The dictionary has been developed by Indian 
Sign Language Research & Training Centre  
(ISLR&TC) under Department of 
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities 
(DEPwD), M/o Social Justice & Empowerment. 
 Ministers of State forSocial Justice and 
Empowerment Shri Krishan Pal Gujar and Shri 
Ramdas Athwale and Shri Krishan Pal Gurjar 
were also present on the occasion. 
 Addressing on the occasion, Shri 
Thaawarchand Gehlot said that the basic aim of 
developing the ISL Dictionary is to remove 
communications barriers between the deaf and 
hearing communities as it is focused on 
providing more information in Indian sign 
language. 
 Its aim is to give Deaf people the 
constitutional right to speech and opportunity of 
freedom of expression and also bringing them 
into the main stream of the society. 
 Soon many new words will be added in this 
dictionary. 
 The ISL dictionary has focused on providing 
more information in Indian Sign Language. 
He hoped that more and more people use this 
dictionary and get the benefit of learning Indian 
Sign Language. 
 ISLR&TC has been working on its dream 
project of developing the Indian Sign Language 
Dictionary for last one and a half years. 
 As per the census 2011, there are 50, 71,007 
Deaf people and 19, 98,535 with speech 
disability in India. 
 ISLRTC, New Delhi realized the gravity of 
the situation and issues being faced by the large 
number of Deaf people in common 
communication. 
 Therefore, ISLRTChas developed an ISL 
Dictionary for Deaf people and Hearing people, 
offering them the maximum words to learn and 
expressing their feelings, ideas etc. 
 ISL dictionary consists of various categories 
of words for example legal terms, medical 
terms, academic terms, technical terms and daily 
use words. 
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Buyer and Seller Meet cum 
Facilitation Camp 
 On March 11th 2018, Union Textiles Minister 
Smriti Irani along with Union Minister Ananth 
Kumar inaugurated a buyer and seller meet cum 
facilitation camp on textiles in Bengaluru, 
Karnataka. 
 The camp was organized to provide all the 
facilities to the buyer and seller on one platform. 
 On this occasion, the Textile Minister 
announced the establishment of Textile Park in 
Karnataka with a cost of 100 crores. 
 They also launched a Power Tex portal and 
mobile app. 
 
Indo-French club 
 On 8th March, 2018, Eighty Ghats, ‘Indo-
French Friends Club’ on Varanasi has been 
launched. 
 This club was created to improve the man-to-
man contact between the two countries by a 
group of local youths and some French citizens 
before the proposed visit of French President, 
Immanuel Macran and Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. 
 The founder and convener of this club is 
Uttam Ojha. 
 The program was organized by the Club on 
March 12, 2018 on special programs, 
academicians, arts and cultural activities. 
 Through this club, efforts will be made to 
coordinate with the French citizens residing in 
Varanasi at local, social, cultural, literary and 
spiritual level. 
 The club will set up an equivalent center to 
facilitate the visit of future French tourists here. 
 
Grant for the Impacting Research 
Innovation and Technology 
(IMPRINT) 
 On March 6th, 2018, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Thursday launched 
‘IMPRINT India’, an Rs 1,000-crore project to 
kickstart original research in areas where the 
country is dependent on foreign technology. 
 IMPRINT India program was started in 2015. 

 This program is a joint initiative of Indian 
Institute of Technology (IIT) and Indian 
Institute of Science (IISc). 
 It’s aim is to identify areas of relevance in 
those areas which need innovation and to ensure 
the support of higher financing for research in 
these areas and measure the impact of research 
at the people’s level of life. 
 142 projects are being implemented under the 
IMPRINT First Program with a cost of 318.71 
crore rupees. 
 These projects are related to important areas 
including security and energy, health care, 
climate change, etc. 
 Under theIMPRINT – II (II), a ‘Department 
of Funds Science and Technology’ and ‘Human 
Resource Development Ministry’ is being 
jointly organized. 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
announces fund for women 
empowerment 
 On March 5th, 2018, the Melinda Gates 
Foundation has announced projects of 170 
million US dollars for the purpose of advancing 
women’s economic empowerment in India, 
Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda. 
 It will target four key priorities – advancing 
gender equality, spreading digital financial 
inclusion, increasing job opportunities, and 
supporting the agricultural sector and women’s 
support groups. 
 Earlier, previous financial commitments was 
made in the year 2016 to advance progress on 
gender equality, including USD 80 million for 
gender data, advocacy and accountability. 
 Out of this USD 20 million was dedicated to 
supporting women’s movements. 
 The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation was 
founded in year 2000 and headquartered in 
Washington (US). 
 It was founded by Microsoft founder Bill 
Gates and his wife Melinda Gates. 
 
Losar Festival 
 On 2nd-4th March, 2018, the Silver Jubilee of 
the Losar Festival was celebrated by the 
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Buddhist community in Arunachal Pradesh on 
the Nyokum Lapang Ground.  
 This festival was organized by Itanagar 
Buddhist Cultural Society. 
 For the Buddhist community, the festival is 
termed as the ‘New Year’ according to their 
Buddhist calendar. 
 This festival was organized by the Itanagar 
Buddhist Cultural Society (IBCS). 
 During this festival, various cultural 
presentations were given by the people of 
different regions of Arunachal Pradesh. 
 Bhutani and Gorkha cultural programs were 
also part of these presentations. 
 Anunachal Pradesh Education Minister 
Honchun Ngandam was the chief guest in this 
program. 
 
Microprocessor Controlled Indian 
locomotives 
 On March 19th, 2018, Indian Railways hands 
over 18 microprocessor controlled Indian 
locomotives to Myanma Railways. 
 This supply is as per vision of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi; that Indian Railways is 
playing a pivotal role in developing cordial 
relations with the neighboring countries. 
 India and Myanmar have been long enjoying 
cooperation in the Railway sector over the last 
two decades. 
 These locomotives have been supplied by 
RITES and manufactured by Diesel Locomotive 
Works, Varanasi, India. 
 These 18 locomotives are fitted with micro-
processor control based system. 
 1350 HP AC/DC main line diesel 
locomotives is with maximum speed of 100 KM 
PH. 
 They are extremely fuel efficient are 
eqquipped with the latest features. 
 Most of these supplies in the railway sector 
have been carried out under Indian Line of 
Credit. 
 As per the agreement schedule, all 
locomotives were to be delivered by September, 
2018. 
 They have been delivered six months ahead 
of the schedule. 

 RITES, a Public Sector Enterprise under the 
Ministry of Railways are the export arm of the 
railways undertaking various projects 
worldwide. 
 RITES has engaged in the supply of Railway 
rolling stock (locomotives, coaches, wagons, 
permanent way maintenance vehicles), 
maintenance of railway infrastructure, technical 
studies, training of Myanmar Railway officials. 
 A team of experts from Diesel Modernization 
Works, Patiala would visit Myanmar soon. 
 
Festival of Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship 
 On March 19th, 2018, the President of India, 
Shri Ram Nath Kovind, inaugurated the Festival 
of Innovation and Entrepreneurship (FINE) and 
presented the Gandhian Young Technological 
Innovation Awards at Rashtrapati Bhavan. 
 This festival was organized by the 
Department of Science and Technology, 
Government of India with the support of the 
National Innovation Foundation. 
 On this occasion, the President provided 
Gandhi Gandhian Young Technological 
Innovation Awards. 
 President said that the vision of a newer and 
better India calls for meeting certain 
developmental milestones, some of these as 
early as 2022 – when we commemorate the 75th 
anniversary of our Independence. 
 The concept of FINE brings the two wings of 
the bird of imagination together. 
 The festival ended on March 23rd, 2018. 
 FINE, an initiative to recognise, respect, 
showcase, reward innovations and to foster a 
supportive ecosystem for innovators, was 
organised by Rashtrapati Bhavan in association 
with the Department of Science and 
Technology, Government of India and the 
National Innovation Foundation from March 
19th to 23rd, 2018. 
 Integral to FINE was an exhibition of 
innovations that remained open for public 
viewing between 1200 hrs to 1700 hrs from 
March 20th to 23th, 2018. 
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Last Northern Male Rhino of the 
World Died 
 On March 19th, 2018, the last survivor 
Northern White Male Rhinoceros of the world 
died recently in Kenya. 
 45 years old Rhinoceros was named ‘Sudan’. 
 The care of this rhino was done by an 
institution protecting wildlife in Kenya. 
 He had been infected in his leg, due to which 
he was being treated for a long time. 
 
World’s Largest Flag 
 On 10th March, 2018, Bolivia has 200 km of 
its own (124 mile) long flag and claimed to be 
the world’s largest flag. 
 The so-called “flag of maritime 
revindication” stretched like a long blue ribbon 
between the towns Oruro and Apacheta, on the 
outskirts of capital La Paz. 
 Made from blue cloth, the width of this flag is 
three meters and this is the national symbol of 
Bolivia. 
 Bolivia’s people hoisted the flag as a sign of 
support for their reach to the Pacific Ocean 
coast. 
 India is that Bolivia seeks access to the 
Pacific Ocean, which won by Chile in a war in 
the 19th. 
 Bolivia will present its case demanding 
access to Chile from the Pacific coast to the 
International Court, on which International 
Court will hear from March 19th. 
 Bolivia is a landlocked country. 
 
T-App Folio 
 On February 28th, 2018, the Telangana 
Government launched a mobile app ‘T-App 
Folio’ for the services of ‘Government to 
Citizen’ (G2C), ‘Business to Citizen’ (B2C), 
anytime and anywhere. 
 Telangana is the second state in India to 
launch mobile administration app for provision 
of G2C services. 
 The ‘T-App Folio’ will provide more than 
150 services in the first phase like Me service, 
RTA services, Duty payment and Bill payment 
etc. 

 It has been started in Telugu and English 
languages. 
 
Decision to distribute Food grain 
through e-Pos Machine 
 On 30th January, 2018; in the meeting of 
Uttar Pradesh cabinet, it was decided to set up e-
Pos machine in all the Ration shops in the state 
and distribute foodgrain to the beneficiaries 
through it. 
 Under this decision, Indian government’s 
end-to-end computerization scheme Food will 
be distributed to beneficiaries through 
establishment of e-pos machine in all the 
appropriate rate shops in the FPS automation 
work. 
 The facility of online Aadhaar authentication 
of the beneficiary is present in E-Pos by which 
online monitoring of distribution system can 
also be done. 
 Approximately 6,768 villages in rural areas e-
pos machines through System Integrator will be 
installed and their operating and maintenance 
will be done through related system integrators. 
 U.P DESCO will be a nodal institution for 
appointment and operation of system integrator. 
 Nodal institution will be paid 2 % charge on 
the amount provided to the system integrator. 
 In order to install e-pos machine and R.F.P 
for this and the U.P. Desco has to be made as 
Nodal Agency and for final approval on RFP; 
approval of the Council of Ministers is expected 
on authorization of Chief Minister. 
 
Clean up Manholes by Robot 
 According to the reports published in 
February 2018, the manhole will be cleaned 
soon via robot in Kerala state. 
 This will be the first such experiment in the 
country. 
 This robot has been developed by startup 
company Genrobotics. 
 The name of this robot is ‘Bandicoot’. 
 Technically it was tested experimentally. 
 Kerala Water Authority is launching this 
ambitious project in collaboration with the 
Kerala Startup Mission. 
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 An agreement has been signed between the 
two for this. 
 According to JenRobotics CEO Bimal 
Govind, this robot has made by 9 students 
studying engineering. 
 Commencement its operations by cleaning 
sewer holes in the city during the festival when 
lakhs of women from all over the country will 
converge here to offer Pongala to the diety. 
 In the initial phase, this service will be used 
in Thiruvananthapuram, where there are more 
than 5,000 manholes. 
 
Makkal Needhi Maiam 
 On February 21st, 2018, the new political 
party ‘Makkal Needhi Maiam’ was launched in 
Madurai, Tamil Nadu by famous South Indian 
actor Kamal Haasan. 
 Its literal meaning in Hindi is ‘Center for 
People’s Justice’. 
 On this occasion, he also released the flag of 
his political party. 

*** 


