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NATIONAL EVENTS 
 

Central Budget, 2018-19 
 On February 1st, 2018, Union Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley presented the Union 
Budget for the year 2018-19. 
 The Important points of budget 2018-19 
are as follows: 
 Budget guided by mission to strengthen 
agriculture, rural development, health, 
education, employment, MSME and 
infrastructure sectors. 
 The Finance Minister has announced several 
new schemes and measures, mentioning the 
commitment of the government to double the 
income of the farmers till 2022. 
 Through this budget a series of structural 
reforms will propel India among the fastest 
growing economies of the world. Country firmly 
on course to achieve over 8 % growth as 
manufacturing, services and exports back on 
good growth path. 
 MSP for all unannounced kharif crops will be 
one and half times of their production cost like 
majority of rabi crops: Institutional Farm Credit 
raised to 11 lakh crore in 2018-19 from 8.5 lakh 
crore in 2014-15. 
 22,000 rural haats to be developed and 
upgraded into Gramin Agricultural Markets to 
protect the interests of 86% small and marginal 
farmers. 
 “Operation Greens” launched to address price 
fluctuations in potato, tomato and onion for 
benefit of farmers and consumers. 
 Two New Funds of Rs1 57500,000 crore 
announced for Fisheries and Animal Husbandry 
sectors; Re-structured National Bamboo Mission 
gets Rs.1290 crore. 
 Loans to Women Self Help Groups will 
increase to Rs.75, 000 crore in 2019 from 
42,500 crore last year. 
 Higher targets for Ujjwala, Saubhagya and 
Swachh Mission to cater to lower and middle 
class in providing free LPG connections, 
electricity and toilets. 
 Outlay on health, education and social 
protection will be 1.38 lakh crore. 

 Tribal students to get Ekalavya Residential 
School in each tribal block by 2022. 
 World’s largest Health Protection Scheme 
covering over 10 crore poor and vulnerable 
families launched with a family limit up to 5 
lakh rupees for secondary and tertiary treatment. 
 Fiscal Deficit pegged at 3.5 % for 2017-2018, 
projected at 3.3 % for 2018-19. 
 Central Government TB During the period of 
their treatment, all patients suffering from Rs. 
500 per month have been given an additional 
amount of Rs. 600 crores for providing nutrition 
assistance. 
 Proposal to establish of 24 new government 
medical colleges and hospitals by upgrading 
existing district hospitals in the country. 
 This is to ensure at least one medical college 
and at least one government medical college in 
every state of the country for every 3 
parliamentary areas. 
 For the year 2018-19, a target of `3 lakh crore 
has been set under ‘Money Scheme’. 
Central government will contribute 12 percent 
of the salaries of new employees in EPF for all 
sectors for next 3 years. 
 Proposal of expenditure of 7148 crores in 
textile sector year 2018-19. 
 Proposal for allocation of Rs 5.97 lakh crore 
on infrastructure in the year 2018-19. 
 Railway expenditure of Rs. 1, 48,528 crore 
has been fixed for 2018-19. 
 4,000 km during the year 2017-18 has started 
the electric railway network. 
 11 thousand crore with the cost of 90 km of 
local railway network in Mumbai until long 
lines will be doubled. 
 Apart from an additional 150 km at the cost 
of 40 thousand crores the suburban rail network 
is being planned. 
 5.97 lakh crore allocations have been made 
for infrastructure. 
 NITI Aayog to initiate a national programme 
on Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
 Centres of excellence to be set up on robotics, 
AI, Internet of things etc. 
 Disinvestment crossed target of Rs 72,500 
crore to reach Rs 1, 00,000 crore. 
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 100 percent deduction proposed to companies 
registered as Farmer Producer Companies with 
an annual turnover up to Rs. 100 crore on profit 
derived from such activities, for five years from 
2018-19. 
 Deduction of 30 percent on emoluments paid 
to new employees Under Section 80-JJAA to be 
relaxed to 150 days for footwear and leather 
industry, to create more employment. 
 No adjustment in respect of transactions in 
immovable property where Circle Rate value 
does not exceed 5 percent of consideration. 
 Proposal to extend reduced rate of 25 percent 
currently available for companies with turnover 
of less than 50 crore (in Financial Year 2015-
16), to companies reporting turnover up to 
Rs.250 crore in Financial Year 2016-17, to 
benefit micro, small and medium enterprises. 
 Standard Deduction of Rs. 40,000 in place of 
present exemption for transport allowance and 
reimbursement of miscellaneous medical 
expenses. 2.5 crore salaried employees and 
pensioners to benefit. 
 In the Public sector, three insurance 
companies, National Insurance Company Ltd., 
United India Assurance Company Ltd. and 
Oriental India Insurance Company Ltd. will be 
merged to form an insurance company. 
 In Budget the President’s salary has been 
proposed to be 5 lakh rupees, Vice President’s 
salary of 4 lakh rupees and Governor’s salary of 
3.5 lakh rupees per month. 
 150 crore rupees have been allocated in the 
budget for the various programs being organized 
on the occasion of 150th birth anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi. 
 Exemption of interest income on deposits 
with banks and post offices to be increased from 
Rs. 10,000 to Rs. 50,000. 
 TDS not required to be deducted under 
section 194A. 
 Benefit also available for interest from all 
fixed deposit schemes and recurring deposit 
schemes. 
 Hike in deduction limit for health insurance 
premium and/ or medical expenditure from 
Rs.30,000 to Rs. 50,000 under section 80D. 

 Increase in deduction limit for medical 
expenditure for certain critical illness from 
Rs.60,000 (in case of senior citizens) and from 
Rs. 80,000 (in case of very senior citizens) to 
Rs. 1 lakh for all senior citizens, under section 
80DDB. 
 Proposal to extend Pradhan Mantri Vaya 
Vandana Yojana up to March, 2020. 
 Current investment limit proposed to be 
increased to Rs. 15 lakh from the existing limit 
of Rs. 7.5 lakh per senior citizen. 
 In view of the possibility of export of 
agricultural products, proposal for setting up of 
state of- the-art testing facilities in 42 mega food 
parks. 
 Haryana, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh and NCR 
(National Capital Region) (NCR) announced a 
special plan to support the government’s efforts 
to tackle the problem of pollution in Delhi. 
 More concessions for International Financial 
Services Centre (IFSC), to promote trade in 
stock exchanges located in IFSC. 
 To control cash economy, payments 
exceeding Rs. 10,000 in cash made by trusts and 
institutions to be disallowed and would be 
subject to tax. 
 Tax on Long Term Capital Gains exceeding 
Rs. 1 lakh at the rate of 10 percent, without 
allowing any indexation benefit. However, all 
gains up to 31stJanuary, 2018 will be 
grandfathered. 
 Proposal to introduce tax on distributed 
income by equity oriented mutual funds at the 
rate of 10 percent. 
 Proposal to increase cess on personal income 
tax and corporation tax to 4 percent from present 
3 percent. 
 
Economic Survey, 2017-18 
 On January 29th, 2018, Union Finance and 
Corporate Affairs Minister Arun Jaitley 
presented ‘Economic Survey-2017-18’ on the 
table of Parliament. 
 The main point of Economic Survey, 2017-
18. 
 It is estimated that the growth rate of real 
gross domestic product (GDP) will remain 6.75 
percent in 2017-18. 
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 GDP is estimated to be 7 to7.5 percent in the 
coming fiscal year 2018-19. 
 As per the first Advance Estimates (1st AE), 
released by Central Statistics Office (CSO), 
growth rate of Gross Value of Added (GVA) at 
constant basic prices is estimated at 6.1 per cent 
in 2017-18, as compared to 6.6 per cent in 2016-
17. 
 Similarly ‘Agriculture & allied’, and 
‘Industry’ sector, are expected to grow at 2.1 per 
cent and 4.4 per cent respectively. 
 In 2017-18, service sector is expected to grow 
at 8.3 per cent, as compared to 7.7 per cent in 
2016-17. 
 During the year 2017-18, the average 
inflation rate remained at the lowest in the last 6 
years. 
 Headline inflation as per Consumer Price 
Index – Combined (CPI-C) declined to 3.3 per 
cent in 2017-18. 
 India remained the eighth largest exporter of 
commercial services in the world in 2016 
(WTO, 2017) with a share of 3.4 per cent. 
 This is double the share of India’s 
merchandise exports in the world. 
 India’s services export growth returned to 
positive territory with 5.7 per cent growth in 
2016-17 from growth of (-) 2.4 per cent in 2015- 
16. 
 Services exports recorded a robust growth of 
16.2 per cent during April-September 2017. 
 India’s service sector imports also exhibited a 
much higher growth of 17.4 per cent in April-
September 2017. 
 Net services receipts rose by 14.6 per cent 
during April-September of 2017-18 as compared 
to H1 of 2016-17. 
 The Industrial Production Index (IIP), which 
is a volume index with base year, has shown an 
increase of 3.2% in the industrial production 
during the period April-November in year 2017-
18. 
 In November 2017, the IIP registered a 
growth of 8.4 per cent to take the April-
November growth to 3.2 per cent over the 
corresponding period of previous year. 
 The eight Core infrastructure supportive 
industries, viz. coal, crude oil, natural gas, 

petroleum refinery products, fertilizers, steel, 
cement and electricity that have a total weight of 
nearly 40 per cent in the IIP. 
 All theses infrastructure attained a cumulative 
growth of 3.9 per cent during April-November 
2017-18 over the corresponding period of 
previous year. 
 The production growth of coal, natural gas, 
refinery products, steel, cement and electricity 
were positive. 
 Steel production has seen a significant 
increase while crude oil and fertilizer production 
recorded a slight decline during this period. 
 Total foreign direct investment inflows 
increased by 8 percent, i.e., to 60.08 billion 
dollars during the year 2016-17, compared to 
55.56 billion dollars in the previous year. 
 In the year 2017-18 (April-September), the 
total FDI inflow was $ 33.75 billion. 
 By the end of September, 2017, the total 
number of mobile connections in India was 
1207.04 million, of these 501.99 million were in 
rural areas and 705.05 million in urban areas. 
 2017-18 (April-September) the number of 
domestic air travelers in the country was 57.5 
million. 
 These recorded an increase of 16 percent 
compared to the same period last year. 
 Describing the achievements of the energy 
sector Survey, the energy capacity of India has 
increased to 3, 30,860.6 MW by November 
2017. 
 During the year 2017-18 (April-October), 
FDI equity inflows in service sector increased 
by 15.0 percent. 
 In the first eight months of the GST of July 1, 
2017, the number of indirect tax payers 
increased by 50 percent. 
 The increase in the direct tax collection of 
center has been consistent with the previous 
year and is expected to meet its target of 13.7 
percent, while indirect taxes increased by 18.3 
percent during April-November, 2017. 
 India’s share of 70 percent of Maharashtra, 
Gujarat, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Telangana. 
 India’s internal business share in the field of 
goods and services is 60 percent of GDP. 
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 Total food grain production was 275.7 million 
tones (fourth advance estimate) during the year 
2016-17. 
 According to the budget estimate 2017-18 
Fiscal deficit is 3.2 percent of the gross 
domestic product. 
 The country’s foreign exchange reserves 
reached $ 409.4 billion by December 2017, 
while it was $ 370.3 billion in 2016-17. 
 12 January 2018, the total foreign exchange 
reserves went up to 413.8 billion dollars. 
 As a proportion of the GDP, the expenditure 
on social services by the Central and the States 
was being made in the period of 2012-13 to 
2014-15 in the range of 6 per cent. 
 Expenditure on social services is 6.6 percent 
in the year 2017-18 (budget estimate). 
 
All India Survey Report on Higher 
Education, 2016-17 
 On January 5th, 2018, ‘All India Survey, 
2016-17 Report’ on Higher Education was 
released. 
 This report was released by the Ministry of 
Human Resource Development. 
 In the report, Gross Enrolment Ratio of Tamil 
Nadu is 46.9 percent. 
 This is the highest among the Indian states. 
 Chandigarh, in the category of the Union 
Territories, registered GER of 56.1 percent. 
 Tamil Nadu has also performed better in 
terms of male and female GER data. 
 Also, GER figures of its Scheduled Castes are 
also better  GER of Bihar, Assam, West 
Bengal and Odisha are low. 
 Which are 14.4 percent, 17.2 percent, 18.5 
percent and 21 percent, respectively. 
 In this context, Uttar Pradesh has moderately 
better performance. 
 Its GIR was close to the national average 
(24.9%). 
 GER is calculated in reference to the age 
group of 18-23 years. 
 That is, it shows the gross enrollment ratio of 
the age group 18-23 years in the given school 
year. 
 Tamil Nadu’s Women’s ‘Gross Enrollment 
Ratio’ (GER) was 45.6 percent. 

 In this context, it is at the third place after 
union territories of Chandigarh and Delhi. 
 In the case of male GER, Tamil Nadu is at the 
top of the list of all states and union territories 
with 48.2 percent. 
 After this there are Union Territories like 
Chandigarh and Delhi. 
 Tamil Nadu is at the top of all the major 
states with reference to GER of Scheduled 
Castes with 38.3 percent. 
 All India GER has increased from 23 percent 
in 2013-2014 to 25.2 percent in current (2016-
17). 
 Government is hopeful of up to 30% of all 
India GER till 2022. 
 Total enrollment of students in the year 2016-
17 is 35.7 million in entire India. 
 There were 19 million males and 16.7 million 
females. 
 
Company (Revised) Act, 2017 notified 
by the Central Government 
 
 The company (Amendment) Act, 2017 
(Amendment Act) was enacted by the Central 
Government on January 3rd, 2018. 
 The provisions of this Act shall be effective 
from the date of the determination of 
notification in the Official Gazette by the 
Government. 
 Some provisions of this amended Act will 
have a significant effect on the functioning of 
bankruptcy and bankruptcy code, 2016 (Code). 
 As per Article 53 of the Companies Act, 
2013, there has been a ban on issuance of shares 
on the exemption. 
 Under the amended act, now the companies 
can provide shares to the lender on the 
exemption when converted loan will be 
converted into a debt restructuring plan or under 
any constitutional proposal under contract. 
 Under Article 197 of the Companies Act, 
2013, the company will have to get its 
permission in the General Body on payment of 
managerial salary of more than 11 percent of the 
gross profit. 
 According to the amended act company will 
have to get get their approval before paying such 
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type of managerial salary on payment of a 
mistake in payment to a bank or a public 
financial institution or non-convertible 
debenture holder or other secured lenders. 
 It is known that this approval has to be taken 
before the General Assembly. 
 The assesses of the value registered under 
Article 247 of the Companies Act, 2013 has 
been banned from assessing any direct or 
indirect interest property or assessment of asset 
during assessment or assessment of property 
after assessment. 
 In the revised act, the Registered Value 
Assessor has now been banned from assessing 
the assets of interest, directly or indirectly, three 
years before his appointment, or three years 
after the assessment of the property. 
 
Uttar Pradesh Rice Export Promotion 
Scheme 
 On December 13th, 2017; in the meeting of 
the Uttar Pradesh Cabinet, it was decided to 
implement Uttar Pradesh Rice Export Promotion 
Scheme for the next five years (2017-2022). 
 This scheme will be applicable from 
November 7th, 2017 to November 6th, 2022. 
 Under the scheme, the discount on market fee 
and development cess will be given to direct and 
indirect exporters. 
 To prove the export obligation of Basmati 
rice, the minimum standard of rice recovery 
from paddy has been kept at 45 percent. 
 To prove the export obligation in terms of 
non-basmati rice exports, the minimum standard 
of rice recovery has been fixed at 50 percent. 
 Direct exporters will be recognized by the 
registration done in APEDA (Organization of 
Government of India), they will not have to 
register separately in the state. 
 Indirect exporters will have to register as per 
the procedure prescribed by the government. 
 If the purchaser directly purchases from the 
farmer or from a farmer producer, then he is 
entitled to 2.5 percent discount and purchases 
through the grocers, then 2 percent discount is 
offered. 
 

Uttar Pradesh Electronics 
Manufacturing Policy-2017 
 On December 5th, 2017, Uttar Pradesh 
Cabinet approved the ‘Uttar Pradesh Electronics 
Manufacturing Policy, 2017’. 
 Under this policy, the decision was taken by 
the State Cabinet to declare the whole Noida, 
Greater Noida and Yamuna Expressway 
Industrial Development Authority area as 
‘Electronics Manufacturing Zone’ for 
establishment of units of prestigious electronics 
sector of the country and abroad. 
 Apart from this, a decision has also been 
taken to encourage financial incentives to set up 
Electronic System Design and Manufacturing 
(ESDM) parks in the private sector. 
 As per the ‘Uttar Pradesh Electronics 
Manufacturing Policy’, other promotions, such 
as capital and interest subsidy, tax 
reimbursement, stamp duty exemption and 
exemption in the value of land are acceptable 
except incentives provided by the Government 
of India like other states. 
 Under this policy, electronics units will also 
be allowed 3.0+ 1.0 (purchable) floor area ratio 
and welfare facilities such as dormitories, 
canteen and dispensaries etc. for the workers. 
 According to the requirement of units of 
Electronic Sector to be set up in Electronic 
Manufacturing Zone in the state, provision of 
reimbursement of training fee for the training of 
higher skill in the country and abroad has been 
made to the native residents of Uttar Pradesh. 
 These training include Embed System design, 
VLSI Design, PCB Design and Manufacturing, 
Chip Manufacturing, T.F.T. Manufacturing, and 
so on. 
 The goal of this policy is to achieve E.S.D.M. 
To attract investment of Rs.20,000 crores in the 
area and to create employment for minimum 
300,000 persons by 2022. 
 
Identification of the Aadhaar from 
face authentication 
 From July 1, 2018, the Unique Identification 
Authority of India (UIDAI) has decided to 
ensure identification of the Aadhaar Card holder 
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through Facial Authentication (Face 
recognition) technology. 
 According to the UIDAI, it is to be used only 
in combination with existing options of 
biometric authentication such as fingerprint or 
iris scan. 
 Apart from the elderly, fingerprint or iris is 
not clear from some others, so there is a problem 
in their identification. 
 Such a technique will be used mainly to help 
them in such a situation. 
 India is that UIDAI has recently implemented 
virtual identification for security and privacy of 
Aadhar numbers. 
 
Fifth bilateral meeting between India 
and Malaysia 
 On January 10th, 2018, 5th Bilateral Technical 
Meeting on cooperation in the field of 
Traditional Systems of Medicine between Govt. 
of India and Malaysia was held at New Delhi. 
 This meeting was a part of agreement signed 
between both countries in 2010. 
 The Meeting was presided by Sh. Pramod 
Kumar Pathak, Joint Secretary, Ministry of 
AYUSH from Indian side and Deputy Director 
General Health (Medical), Ministry of Health 
Malaysia. 
 The Meeting had discussed the following 
agenda:- 
(a) Establishment of Ayurveda Chair in 
University of UTAR, Malaysia  
(b) Professional training in Panchakarma 
therapy for Malaysian experts in India  
(c) The evaluation of safety and efficacy of 
combination Ayurvedic/ traditional products for 
clinical trials. 
(d) Safety evaluation of Ayurvedic products 
based on Good Laboratory Practices (GLP) 
(e) Bilateral MoU between National Medicinal 
Plants Board (NMPB), Ministry of AYUSH and 
Malaysia for Cooperation in the field of 
Medicinal Plants. 
(f) Registration of Homeopathic Practitioner and 
their capacity building module in Malaysia. 
 In the meeting, the Malaysian side gave 
information about the recent development in the 
field of traditional medicine in their country. 

 Traditional and Supportive Medicine Council 
has been formed in Malaysia to conduct various 
activities related to traditional systems. 
 Malaysian side showed interest in Indian 
medicine and Panchkarma method  AYUSH 
Ministry underlined issues related to registration 
of AYUSH doctors and products in Malaysia. 
 In the meeting, the Malaysian side was 
informed that there is a strong system of 
regulation in the country for AYUSH products, 
practices and providers that can be shared with 
the Malaysian side for reference purposes. 
 
NABARD (Amendment) Bill, 2017 
 On January 2, 2018; after the approval of the 
Rajya Sabha, Parliament passed the ‘NABARD 
(Amendment) Bill, 2017’. 
 This bill has been passed already by the Lok 
Sabha in August, 2017. 
 This Bill attempts to make NABARD more 
powerful by amending the NABARD Act, 1981. 
Some of the key provisions of this bill are as 
follows: 
 Under the NABARD Act, 1981, the 
authorized capital could be up to Rs 100 crore, 
which can be increased by the Central 
Government to the extent of Rs 5000 crore by 
the advice of Reserve Bank of India. There is a 
provision to make this capital upto Rs. 30,000 
crores in the current bill, which can be extended 
by the central government with the advice of 
RBI. 
 The central government’s minimum stake in 
NABARD has been fixed at 51 percent. 
 According to the NABARD Act, 1981, there 
was a provision to keep the combined share of 
the central government and the Reserve Bank at 
a minimum of 51 percent in NABARD. 
 The proposed bill provides for the central 
government’s takeover of the Reserve Bank’s 
stake in NABARD. At present, the share of the 
Reserve Bank is 0.4 percent, which is equivalent 
to about 20 crore rupees. 
 The share of Government of India in 
NABARD is 99.6 per cent and after acquisition 
it will be a wholly owned Central Government 
entity. 
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 Under the provisions of the year 1981, 
NABARD provides only loans for small scale 
industries and cottage and village industries. 
 There is a provision in the proposed bill to 
include micro and medium enterprises in this 
group. 
 
Saksham-2018 
 On January 16th, 2018, Saksham (Sanrakshan 
Kshamta Mahotsav) a month long month 
mahotsav started at Siri Fort Auditorium in 
Delhi. 
 Saksham (Sanrakshan Kshamta Mahotsav) is 
an annual flagship event of Petroleum 
Conservation Research Association (PCRA) 
under the aegis of Ministry of Petroleum & 
Natural Gas, Govt. of India. 
 Oil & Gas PSUs along with other 
stakeholders like State Governments also 
actively participate in this. 
 Mahotsav is objected to create focused 
attention on fuel conservation through people 
centric activities and to sensitize the masses 
about the conservation and efficient use of 
petroleum products leading to better health and 
environment. 
 The month long campaign aims to intensify 
efforts for making citizens aware about the 
conservation and effective utilization of 
petroleum products. 
 Beside this, PCRA has also planned to 
observe Cycle Day on 21st January throughout 
the country & Cyclothon event at Indore, 
Bhubaneswar, Mumbai etc. to spearhead the 
message of fuel conservation, reduction of 
vehicular emission by reducing congestion and 
improving traffic flow. 
 
Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav-2018 
 During 14th-20th January 2018, Rashtriya 
Sanskriti Mahotsav-2018 is being organized in 
Bangalore, Hubli-Dharwad and Mangaluru 
(Karnataka). 
 It is the 7th edition of the Mahotsav. 
 The Mahotsav is being organizing under the 
Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat matrix. 

 The Union Minister of State for Culture (I/C) 
and Environment, Dr. Mahesh Sharma 
inaugurated the Mahotsav on 14thJanuary 2018. 
 It is noteworthy that The Ek Bharat Shreshtha 
Bharat programme was launched by the Prime 
Minister on 31stOctober, 2016 to promote 
engagement amongst the people of different 
states/UTs so as to enhance mutual 
understanding and bonding between people of 
diverse cultures, thereby securing stronger unity 
and integrity of India. 
 The State paired with Karnataka is 
Uttarakhand. 
 The Mahotsav will cover a profusion of art 
forms from classical and folk, music and dance, 
theatre to literature and the visual arts and would 
offer the chance to experience the best in 
established and emerging virtuosity. 
 A handloom and handicrafts-utsav is part of 
the proposed event. 
 The gastronomic culture of several partnering 
states will be showcased through a food festival. 
 
Raisina Dialogues-2018 
 From January 16th-18th, 2018, the third 
edition of ‘Raisina Dialogue’, 2018, is being 
organized at Taj Palace Hotel, New Delhi. 
 The main theme of this conference– 
‘Managing Disruptive Transitions: Ideas, 
Institutions & Idioms’. 
 Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
inaugurated this conference. 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi and External 
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj joined the 
inaugural session of the program. 
 Raisina Dialogue (Dialogue) is an important 
international dialogue of India. 
 The conference is hosted by the Observer 
Research Foundation in collaboration with the 
Government of India, Ministry of External 
Affairs 
 It is noteworthy that the Observer Research 
Foundation is an independent think-tank based 
in New Delhi. 
 The Raisina Dialogue is a multilateral 
conference committed to addressing the most 
challenging issues facing the global community. 
Every year, global leaders in policy, business, 
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media and civil society are hosted in New Delhi 
to discuss cooperation on a wide range of 
pertinent international policy matters. 
 The Dialogue is structured as a multi-
stakeholder, cross-sectoral discussion, involving 
heads of state, cabinet ministers and local 
government officials, as well as major private 
sector executives, members of the media and 
academics. 
 The South Block-based External Affairs 
headquarters, which is located on the hill, is 
named after it as the Raisina Dialogue. 
 The main purpose of the Raisina Dialogue is 
to explore the possibilities and opportunities of 
Asia’s better coordination with Asian 
integration and the rest of the world. 
 At this international conference, more than 
150 speakers from 90 countries and more than 
550 delegates are participating in the 
international conference, including former 
Afghan President Hamid Karzai, Former 
Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper and 
former Swedish Prime Minister Carl Bildt. 
 In addition, Army Chief General Vipin 
Rawat, Navy Chief Admiral Sunil Lamba, Head 
of America’s Pacific Command, Admiral Harry 
Harris and UK Joint Force Commander General 
Chris Deverell will also address one sessions of 
the Dialogue. 
 
22nd National Youth Day 
 From 12th-16th January 2018, the ’22nd 
National Youth Festival’ was organized in 
Gautam Buddha University, Gautam Buddha 
Nagar, Greater Noida (UP). 
 This was being organizing first time in the 
National Capital Region (NCR). 
 The theme of this five-day festival is ‘Siddha 
from Sankalp’. 
 This is being organized by the Ministry of 
Youth Affairs and Sports in collaboration with 
the Government of Uttar Pradesh. 
 5000 volunteers from the National Service 
Scheme and Nehru Yuva Kendra Sanghatana 
across the country are participated in this 
festival with local youth. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated 
the festival on January 12, 2018 through video 
conferencing. 
 This festival is the largest youth festival of its 
kind in the country, which was first organized in 
1995 in Bhopal (MP). 
 India is that the 21st National Youth Festival 
was organized in Rohtak, Haryana whose theme 
was ‘Youth for Digital India’. 
 
ASEAN India Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 
Ceremony 
 During January 6-7, 2018, ‘ASEAN-INDIA 
PRAVASI BHARTIYA DIVAS’ was held in 
the Marina Bay Sands Expo and Convention 
Center, Singapore. 
 Theme-Ancient Route, New Journey: 
Diaspora in the Dynamic ASEAN INDIA 
Partnership. 
 Nitin Gadkari, Union Minister for Road 
Transport & Highways, Shipping and Water 
Resources, River Development & Ganga 
Rejuvenation, inaugurated the function. 
 Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj also 
attended the function. 
 It is worth mentioning that this program is 
organized every year to strengthen the contact of 
the foreign Indian community with the 
government to re-connect them with their roots 
and celebrate their achievements and 
contribution. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
EVENTS 

 
2018 Environmental Performance 
Index (EPI) 
 On January 23, 2018, the Environmental 
Performance Index (EPI) -2018 was released. 
 This bi-annuity index has been jointly 
prepared by Yale and Columbia University in 
collaboration with the World Economic Forum. 
 This index covers 180 countries on the basis 
of 24 performance indicators of 10 categories of 
environmental health and ecological vitality. 
 In Environment Performance Index-2018 
Switzerland (Score-87.42) has been ranked top. 
 Switzerland is followed France (score-83.95), 
Denmark (score -81.60), Malta (score-80.90) 
and Sweden (score -80.51) respectively. 
 Five Countries got ranked lowest are as 
follows: Burundi (180), Bangladesh (179), 
Congo (178), India (177) and Nepal (176). 
 In the list of 180 countries inEPI-2011, India 
remained at 177th position (Score-30.57). 
 While India ranked 141 in the list last year 
(2016). 
 In the neighboring countries of India, Sri 
Lanka has been ranked 70th, China 120th, 
Bhutan 131th and Pakistan 169th. 
 This way India is behind its neighboring 
countries in this index. 
 Among BRICS countries Russia is at 52nd, 
Brazil 69th, China 120thand South Africa 
142nd. 
 In other major countries index contains the 
United Kingdom at 6th, Spain 12th, Germany 
13th, Italy 16th, Israel 19th, Japan 20th, 
Australia 21st and United States 27th. 
 
Global Leaders Survey 
 In January 2018; Swiss company Gallup 
International Association (GIA), released a list 
of the world’s top 12 leaders under Global 
Leaders Survey. 
 Germany’s Chancellor Angela Merkel ranked 
first in the 36 

 She is followed by the President of France, 
Emmanuel Macron; second place holder. 
 India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi is at 
the third place in the list of the top 12 leaders in 
the world. 
 30 percent of the global community considers 
Narendra Modi favorable while 22 percent 
considers him to be unfavorable. His total score 
is 8. 
 In this list, Britain’s Prime Minister Theresa 
fourth, China’s President Xi Jinping fifth, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin sixth, Saudi 
Arabia’s King Salman bin Abdul Aziz al-Saq 
seventh, Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu eighth, Iran’s President Hassan 
Rohani 9th, Turkish President Tayyip Erdoğan 
tenth, US President Donald Trump 11th and 
Pope Francis is at the 12th position. 
 
World Future Energy Summit 
 During January 15th-18th, 2018, the ‘World 
Future Energy Summit: WFES’ -2018 was held 
in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. 
 WFES is a signature event of a global 
initiative, Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week, 
hosted by Masdar. 
 On the first day of the ISA Forum, 
17thJanuary, 2018 the Ministerial Plenary of 
ISA Energy Ministers was held. 
 The ISA Ministerial was attended by seven 
Energy Ministers of ISA Member countries. 
 On receipt of 15 ratifications, the 
International Solar Alliance (ISA) Framework 
Agreement entered into force on the 6th 
December, 2017 thereby making ISA a de jure 
treaty based international intergovernmental 
organization. 
 So far 19 countries have ratified and 48 
countries have signed the ISA Framework 
Agreement. 
 Shri Raj Kumar Singh, Minister of State (IC) 
for Power and New & Renewable Energy, 
Government of India led the Indian delegation 
and congratulated ISA for organizing the ISA 
Forum as its first overseas outreach activity. 
 It is notable that Renewable Energy has 
become cheaper and is set to replace 
conventional energy, which is a healthy 
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development, and added that India has one of 
the fastest growing Renewable Energy 
programmers in the World and the country 
would achieve its target of 175 GW of installed 
Renewable Energy capacity well before 2020. 
 Shri Singh announced setting up of a $ 350 
million solar development fund by the 
Government of India for solar projects 
financing. 
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ECONOMY 
 
Natural gas rates in Uttar Pradesh 
 On January 9th, 2018; in the cabinet meeting 
of UP under Uttar Pradesh Augmented Tax Act, 
2008; it was decided to fix the rate the natural 
gas reasonably to 5 percent. 
 This will facilitate the purchase of natural gas 
used in the manufacture of taxable goods by the 
manufacturing units registered under Uttar 
Pradesh Value Added Tax Act, 2008 as well as 
the manufacturing units registered under Uttar 
Pradesh Goods and Services Tax Act, 2017. 
 
Launching of Savings (Taxable) Bonds, 
2018 
 On January 4, 2018, Government of India has 
announced to launch of 7.75% Savings 
(Taxable) Bonds, 2018 commencing from 
10thJanuary 2018 to enable resident 
citizens/HUF to invest in a taxable bond, 
without any monetary ceiling. 
The main features of the Bonds are: 
 Who can invest: The Bonds are open to 
investment by individuals (including Joint 
Holdings) and Hindu Undivided Families. 
 NRIs are not eligible for making investments 
in these Bonds. 
 Subscription: Applications for the Bonds in 
the form of Bond Ledger Account will be 
received in the designated branches of agency 
banks and SHCIL in all numbering about 1600. 
Issue Price:  
 The Bonds will be issued at par e. at 
Rs.100.00. 
 The Bonds will be issued for a minimum 
amount of Rs.1,000/- (face value) and in 
multiples thereof. Accordingly, the issue price, 
will be Rs.1,000/- for every 1,000/- (Nominal). 
 The Bonds will be issued in demat form 
(Bond Ledger Account) only. 
 Period: The Bonds will been tap till further 
notice and issued in cumulative and 
noncumulative 
 Limit of investment: There will be no 
maximum limit for investment in the Bonds. 
 

Tax treatment: 
 Income-tax: Interest on the Bonds will be 
taxable under the Income-tax Act, 1961 as 
applicable according to the relevant tax status of 
the bond holder. 
 Wealth tax: The Bonds will be exempt from 
Wealth-tax under the Wealth Tax Act, 1957. 
 Maturity and rate of interest: The Bonds 
will have a maturity of 7 years carrying interest 
at 75% per annum payable half- yearly. The 
cumulative value of Rs. 1,000/- at the end of 
seven years will be Rs. 1,703. 
Transferability: 
 The Bonds are not trade-able in the 
Secondary market and are not eligible as 
collateral for loans from banking institutions, 
non-banking financial companies or financial 
institutions. 
 Nomination: A sole holder or a sole 
surviving holder of a Bond, being an individual, 
can make a nomination. 
 
First advance estimates of national 
income released 
 On January 5th, 2018, for the year 2017-18 
the first advance estimates of the National 
Income by the National Statistical Organization 
(CSO) were released. 
 It is important that under this ‘Ministry of 
Statistics and Program Implementation’ this 
organization is a responsible institution for the 
compilation of national accounts. 
 In addition, it compiles the Index of Industrial 
Production, annual survey of industries and 
organizing economic calculation and Consumer 
Price Index. 
 According to the recent estimates of the CSO, 
GDP growth in the year 2017-18 is down by 0.6 
percent from 7.1 percent in the year 2016-17. 
 Estimated growth of real GVA at the original 
prices in the year 2017-18 is 6.1 percent 
compared to 6.6 percent in the year 2016-17. 
 Sectors that registered more than 7 percent 
are ‘Public administration, defense and other 
services’, ‘services related to business, hotels, 
transport, communication and broadcasting’, 
‘electricity, gas, water supply and other utility 
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services, and’ financial, Real estate and 
professional services’. 
 In the year 2017-18, the increase in 
‘agriculture forestry and fishing’, ‘mining and 
quarrying’, ‘manufacturing and construction’ is 
estimated at 2.1 percent, 2.9 percent, 4.6 percent 
and 3.6 percent, respectively. 
 Whereas in the previous year (2016-17) the 
growth rate of these sectors is 4.9 percent, 1.8 
percent, 7.9 percent and 1.7 percent, 
respectively. 
 Thus, due to poor performance of agriculture 
and manufacturing sector, the growth rate of 
GDP will be at the lower level of 6.5% in the 
current year 2017-18. 
 This will be the lowest growth rate in the 
current working Central Government. 
 The increase in per capita income is estimated 
at 5.3 percent this year (in 2017-18) compared 
to 5.7 percent for the year 2016-17. 
 
Electoral Bonds Scheme 
 On January 2, 2018, the Central Government 
has issued the notification of ‘Electoral Bonds 
Scheme’. 
 It is notable that Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley had announced the release of election 
bonds to make political funding transparent in 
the country in the budget speech of 2017-18. 
 Under this scheme, any citizen or company of 
the country can purchase election bonds from 
one thousand rupees to one crore rupees from 
select branches of State Bank of India (SBI) to 
fund donations to registered political parties. 
 These election bonds will be of one thousand 
rupees, ten thousand rupees, one lakh rupees, ten 
lakh rupees and one crore rupees. 
 The names of those who purchase electoral 
bonds will not be made public. 
 The information that to which party he will 
give to this bond will be secretive, its 
information will also be kept secret. 
 Political parties will be able to get this 
election bond deposited in their fixed bank 
account. The information of which it will have 
to give to the Election Commission. 
 Only those parties will be able to get the 
donation from electoral bonds, which have 

received at least one percent of the votes in the 
previous Lok Sabha or Vidhan Sabha elections. 
 The political parties will have to tell the 
Election Commission how much election 
funding has been received by them from the 
election bond. 
 These electoral bonds will be available for 
sale in January, April, July and October for 30 
days in the general election year. 
 In these normal years, this bond will be 
available for sale only for 10 days in the said 
four months. The period of the bond will be 15 
days. 
Forbes released the ‘Best Country for 
Business-2017’ ranking 
 On December 19th, 2017, Forbes released the 
‘Best Country for Business-2017’ ranking. 
 The list includes 153 countries. 
 The United Kingdom topped the list. 
 U.K. was followed by New Zealand, 
Netherlands and Sweden respectively in the list. 
 India’s ranking in this list is 62nd. 
The following countries are in this list – 
 The status of India’s neighboring countries in 
the list released by Forbes is as follows- Sri 
Lanka -77th rank, Pakistan -102nd rank, Bhutan 
-103rd rank, Nepal -109th rank and Bangladesh 
117th rank. 
 Among BRICS countries 74th rank has been 
given to Brazil, 58th to Russia, 66th to China 
and South Africa remained at 48th place. 
 It is noteworthy that Britain was at the fifth 
place in the rankings of the previous year. 
 America is at 12th rank in this list. 
 While Germany, Finland and Norway are 
ranked 13th, 14th and 15th, respectively. 
 Ranking of Japan and France is 21st and 
22nd, respectively. 
 
World Economic Outlook Update, 
January 2018 
 On January 22nd, 2018, the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) published World 
Economic Outlook Update, January 2018. 
 Global output is estimated to have grown by 
3.7 percent in 2017, which is 0.1 percentage 
point faster than projected in the fall and 1/2 
percentage points higher than in 2016. 
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 Global growth forecasts for 2018 and 2019 
have been revised upward by 0.2 percentage 
point to 3.9 percent. 
 In this report, India’s growth rate has been 
pegged at 6.7% in the year 2017. 
 While, it is estimated to be 7.4 percent in 
2018 and 7.8 percent in 2019. 
 In BRICS countries, the highest growth rate 
of 7.4% in 2018 and 7.8% in 2019 has been 
estimated for India. 
 India is followed by China (6.6% and 6.4%), 
Russia (1.7% and 1.5%), Brazil (1.9% and 
2.1%) and South Africa (0.9%) respective year 
of 2018-2019. 
 Indian economy is expected to grow faster 
than other major emerging economies. 
 The growth rate of advanced economies has 
been estimated at 2.3 percent in 2017, which is 
estimated to be 2.3 percent in 2018 and 2.2 
percent in the year 2018-2019. 
 According to the Reports, the US growth rate 
is estimated to be 2.3 percent in 2017, which is 
estimated to be 2.7 percent in 2018 and 2.5 
percent in 2019. 
 The euro zone’s growth rate has been pegged 
at 2.4 percent in 2017, which is estimated to be 
2.2 percent in 2018 and 2.0 percent in 2019. 
 The growth rate of emerging markets and 
developing economies has been estimated at 4.7 
percent in 2017, which is estimated to be 4.9 
percent in 2018 and 5.0 percent in 2019. 
 
The Inclusive Development Index 2018 
 On January 22nd, 2018, the Inclusive 
Development Index- 2018 was released by 
World Economic Forum (WEF). 
 This index covers the world’s 103 economies 
(countries). 
 In the index29 developed and 74 developing 
economies have been listed. 
 In this Index Norway (Score-6.8) was ranked 
a top in 29 advanced economies. 
 Norway is followed by Iceland (Score: 6.07) 
Second, Luxembourg (Score: 6.07) Third, 
Switzerland (Score-6.05) Fourth and Denmark 
(Score-5.81) fifth. 
 Other developed economies include Australia 
9th, Germany 12th, Canada 17th, France 18th, 

United Kingdom 21st, United States 23rd and 
Japan 24th. 
 Lithuania (Score-4.86) is at the top in 74 
developing economies. 
 Hangri (score -4.74) second, Azerbaijan 
(score -4.69) third, Latvia (Score-4.61), fourth 
and Poland (score -4.67) are at fifth position in 
the list of developing economies of the index. 
 India (score 3.09) has been ranked 62nd in the 
Inclusive Development Index (IDI) of 
developing economies. 
 While last year India was ranked 60th. 
 In its neighboring countries, Nepal is 22nd, 
Bangladesh is 34th, Sri Lanka is 40th and 
Pakistan is 47th. 
 In other developing BRICS economies Russia 
is ranked 19th in, China is 26th, Brazil is 37th 
and South Africa is 69th. 
 
25th GST Council Meeting 
 On January 18th, 2018, the 25th meeting of 
the GST Council under the chairmanship of 
Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley was held in 
New Delhi. 
 The following Policy Changes have been 
recommended by the GST Council in its 25th 
meeting. 
 The late fee payable by any registered person 
for failure to furnish FORM GSTR-1(supply 
details), FORM GSTR-5(Non-resident taxable 
person) or FORM GSTR-5A (OIDAR) is being 
reduced to fifty rupees per day and shall be 
twenty rupees per day for NIL filers. The late 
fee payable for failure to furnish FORM GSTR-
6 (Input Service Distributor) shall be fifty 
rupees per day. 
 Taxable persons who have obtained voluntary 
registration will now be permitted to apply for 
cancellation of registration even before the 
expiry of one year from the effective date of 
registration. 
 For migrated taxpayers, the last date for filing 
FORM GST REG-29for cancellation of 
registration is being extended by further three 
months till 31st March, 2018. 
 The facility for generation, modification and 
cancellation of e-way bills is being provided on 
trial basis on the portal nic.in. Once fully 
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operational, the e-way bill system will start 
functioning on the portal ewaybillgst.gov.in. 
 Certain modifications are being made to the 
e-way bill rules which are to be notified 
nationwide for inter-State movement with effect 
from 01.02.2018 and for intra-State movement 
with effect from a date to be announced 
separately by each State but not later than 
01.06.2018. 
 The report and recommendations submitted 
by the Committee on Handicrafts were also 
accepted by the GST Council. 
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SCIENCE & 
TECHNOLOGY 

 
The Fastest Indian Supercomputer so 
far Unveiled 
 On January 8th, 2018, Honorable Union 
Minister for S&T, Earth Sciences, and 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change Dr. 
Harsh Vardhan dedicated India’s fastest and first 
multi-petaflops supercomputer to the nation at 
IITM Pune. 
 The Pratyush Support Portal 
(http://pratyush.tropmet.res.in/) was launched by 
Dr. M. Rajeevan , Hon’ble Secretary, MoES. 
 The supercomputer named as ‘Pratyush’ 
meaning the Sun. 
 It is established at the Indian Institute of 
Tropical Meteorology (IITM), Pune, will be a 
national facility for improving weather and 
climate forecasts and services under the 
umbrella of the Ministry of Earth Sciences 
(MoES), Govt. of India. 
 With the augmentation of this new ‘Pratyush” 
high performance computing (HPC) facility of 
6.8 Peta Flops (PF), India’s ranking will move 
from the 368 th position to around the top 30 in 
the Top 500 list of HPC facilities in the world. 
 India will also be placed at the 4th position 
after Japan, UK and USA for dedicated HPC 
resources for weather/climate community. 
 The new HPC of 6.8 PF computational power 
is installed at two MoES Institutes: 4.0 Petaflops 
HPC facilities at IITM, Pune and 2.8 Peta Flops 
facility at NCMRWF, Noida. 
 It will be used in more efficient monitoring of 
all natural disasters like tsunami, cyclonic 
storms, earthquakes etc. apart from a better 
prediction of monsoon in the country. 
 Apart from this, the quality of air, the fishery 
industry, lightening, the observation of hot and 
cold waves and it will be used for flood and 
drought preparation. 
 Actually ‘Pratush’ is a composite link for all 
computers, capable of calculating up to a 
maximum of 6.8 Petaflops. 

 It is important that one Petaflop is equal to 
one million billions of floating point 
calculations per second and it is a unit to 
understand the calculation capacity of the 
supercomputer. 
 
Approval of Purchase of Guided bomb 
and Barrack missiles 
 On January 2nd, 2018, two defense deals 
worth over Rs 1700 crore were approved by 
Defense Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. 
 These deals include the purchase of target-
guided bomb and barrack missiles. 
 240 target-guided bombs will be procured 
from Russia, which will cost Rs. 1254 crores. 
 In the second deal, 131 Barrack missiles of 
cost Rs. 460 crores will be procured from 
Israel’s M / s Rafael Advanced Defense Systems 
Limited. 
 These Barrack missiles are surface to air 
missiles designed to be used as a ship-borne 
anti-missile defence system against anti-ship 
missiles. 
 
Successful test of Agni-5 missile 
 On January 18th, 2018, Nuclear-capable 
inter-continental ballistic missile ‘Agni -5’ was 
successfully tested from Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam 
Island (Wheeler Island) of Odisha. 
 ‘Agni 5’ is a surface-to-surface missile with 
strike range over 5000 km. 
 It is designed and manufactured by the 
Defense Research and Development 
Organization. 
 50 meter long, 50 ton weigh fire-5 tropical 
missile. 
 This was the fifth successful test of this 
missile. 
 Earlier, on April 19th, 2012, the first test was 
done, on September 15th, 2013, second test and 
on January 31st, 2015 third test and the fourth 
successful test was done on December 26th, 
2016. 
 It is noteworthy that with successful test of 
‘Agni -5’ missile on April 19th, 2012, India has 
joined exclusive ICBM with US, France, Russia 
and China countries. 
 

http://pratyush.tropmet.res.in/)
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PSLV-C40/Cartosat-2 Series Satellite 
Mission 
 On January 12, 2018, the Indian Space 
Research Organization (ISRO) successfully 
launched 31 satellites, including its 100th 
satellite CARTOSAT-2 from Polar Satellite 
Launch Vehicle PSLV-C40. 
 Mission was launched at 09:29 Hrs (IST) 
from Satish Dhawan Space Center Sriharikota 
(Andhra Pradesh). 
 PSLV 740 kg through C-40 a satellite of the 
weighted cartosat-2 series and successfully 
launched 26 Nano and 4 micro satellites. 
 The total weight of all 31 satellites is 1323 
kg. 
 Of the 31 satellites, three are Indian and 28 (3 
micro satellites and 25 nano satellites) are from 
six countries: Canada, Finland, France, South 
Korea, UK and the USA. 
 This is the second opportunity when ISRO 
successfully launched 31 satellites 
simultaneously. 
 Earlier, ISRO had successfully launched 31 
satellites from PSLV-C 38on June 23rd, 2017. 
 Cartosat Satellite is also known as ‘Eye in the 
Sky’ because it is designed to take pictures from 
space. 
 It was the 40th successful mission, of PSLV 
while it was its 42nd flight. 
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TREATY &  
AGREEMENTS 

 
Agreement between India-Italy 
 On January 3rd, 2018, information was given 
to the Union Cabinet about the MoU between 
India and Italy for cooperation in renewable 
energy sector. 
 This MoU was signed on 30th October, 2017 
in New Delhi. 
 This agreement was signed by Secretary 
Anand Kumar in the Ministry of New and 
Renewable Energy of the Government of India 
and Italian Ambassador to India Lorenzo 
Angeloni. 
 Under this agreement, the aim has been put to 
establish a proper basis for cooperative 
institutional relationship to promote technical 
bilateral cooperation on issues related to new 
and renewable energy based on mutual benefits, 
equality and reciprocity in both countries.  
 It has been envisaged to set up a Joint 
Executive Committee to review, monitor and 
discuss issues related to cooperation in this 
Memorandum of Understanding. 
 The objective is to help to exchange expertise 
(special knowledge) and information between 
the two countries and to strengthen bilateral 
cooperation. 
 
Agreement between India and America 
 On January 3rd, 2018; in the meeting of 
Union Cabinet the consent memorandum signed 
between India and the US for co-hosting the 
Global Entrepreneurship Summit (GES-2017) in 
India was approved in the previous effect. 
 Responsibilities were identified from this 
consent memo and the requirements related to 
the logistics and location requirements were met 
between the two sides for smooth conduct of the 
conference. 
 In this conference, a forum was provided to 
encourage young entrepreneurs, especially 
women entrepreneurs and economic 
opportunities for long-term disadvantaged 
groups. 

 GES-2007 provides entrepreneurs and 
investors with great opportunities for meeting, 
networking, session, competition, strategic 
workshop and sector-specific programs to create 
innovative cooperation with global leaders. 
 The Global Entrepreneurship Summit (GES-
2017) was organized in Hyderabad during 28-30 
November, 2017. 
 In this conference, chief executives of 
multinationals, policy makers and government 
officials, besides the 1500 registered 
representatives from 150 countries participated. 
 It is known that on June 7, 2016, a decision 
was taken under the joint declaration of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and the then US 
President Barack Obama to co-host the 8th GES 
in 2017 by the two countries in India. 
 The conference was attended by US 
President’s Advisor Evan Trump. 
 
Agreement between India and Belgium 
 On January 3rd, 2018, the Union Cabinet 
approved the MoU between India and Belgium 
for cooperation in Information Technology and 
Electronic Sector. 
 The Memorandum of Understanding was 
signed on November 7th, 2017 during the visit 
of King Philippe of Belgium to India. 
 Under this MoU, participation in research and 
digital agenda technology, e-governance will be 
done with special emphasis on the development 
of policy, construction and services in the field 
of Information Technology and Electronics. 
 The MoU intends cooperation between India 
and Belgium including sharing of best practices 
in the area of ICT&E policy; Digital agenda 
technology and research. 
 Special emphasis on developing ICT&E 
manufacturing and services; e-Governance and 
e-Public Service Delivery, participation in 
conferences, study visits and exchange of 
experts, cyber security and to resolve issues of 
data adequacy, market access, trade and services 
is to be provide. 
 It is known that Belgium is the second largest 
trading partner of India in the European Union. 
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Agreement between India and Canada 
 On January 10th, 2018, the Union Cabinet 
gave approval to the Memorandum of 
Understanding for cooperation between India 
and Canada in the field of Science and 
Technology. 
 The MoU will provide a mechanism and help 
to foster scientific cooperation between R&D 
and academic institutions of India and Canada. 
The following are the key features of this 
MoU: 
 An innovative model of R&D cooperation 
between India and Canada will be implemented 
under a MoU concluded by the Department of 
Science and Technology with the Natural 
Sciences and Engineering Research Council 
(NSERC) of Canada. 
 Under this MoU, the India-Canada Centre for 
Innovative Multidisciplinary Partnership to 
Accelerate Community Transformation and 
Sustainability (IC-IMPACTS) programme will 
be supported to promote India-Canada 
multidisciplinary research partnerships. 
 The R&D projects will be aimed at 
accelerating social transformation by providing 
solutions through application of science and 
technology. 
 The participants will include researchers from 
scientific organizations, academia and R&D 
laboratories from India and Canada. 
 Identified areas of mutual cooperation include 
safe and sustainable infrastructure and 
integrated water management. 
 This will help to develop institutional 
networking and support the establishment of 
connections between scientific organizations, 
scientists and specialists of India and Canada. 
 It is known that MoU was concluded in 
pursuance to the inter-governmental Agreement 
for Scientific and Technological Cooperation 
between the India and Canada concluded in 
November 2005. 
 
Agreement between India and Sri 
Lanka 
 On 10 January 2018 an agreement was signed 
between Sri Lanka’s Ministry of Finance and 

Export-Import Bank of India (Exim Bank) in 
New Delhi. 
 Director-General of the Export-Import Bank, 
David Rasquinha and Secretary of Sri Lanka’s 
Ministry of Finance R.S. Samaratunga signed on 
this agreement. 
 This agreement is for Indian financial 
assistance of USD 45.27 million (LKR 6.9 
billion) for upgrading Kankesanthurai (KKS) 
Harbour and to develop Sri Lanka as a 
centralized hub of the center. 
 Kankesanthurai (KKS) is a port in northern 
Sri Lanka. 
 It is important to note that under this 
upgraded project would make KKS Harbour a 
full-fledged commercial port. 
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CONFERENCE 
 

First North Indian Science Congress-
2018 
 During January 10th-11th, 2018, the first 
North Indian Science Congress, 2018, was 
organized at Baba Saheb Bhimrao Ambedkar 
University, Lucknow. 
 It is known that this was held on the occasion 
of the 22nd Raising Day of this University. 
 The main theme of this Congress was: 
Science and Technology for Sustainable Future. 
 Scientists, experts, students, teachers and 
researchers participated in it. 
 This was also attended and addressed by the 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath. 
 On this occasion, the Chief Minister 
announced a grant of Rs. 1 crore for the 
Botanical Garden at University and Rs. 25 lakhs 
for Buddha Yoga Center. 
 Apart from this, he also inaugurated the 
Biotechnology Block and Pandit Deendayal 
Upadhyay Memorial Park and also released the 
souvenir of the University. 
 The Chief Minister also honored the scientists 
on this occasion. 
 
International Conference on ‘Inclusion 
of Persons with Disabilities in the 
Election Process’ 
 On 24th January 2018, a one-day 
International Conference on the subject 
‘Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in the 
Election Process’ in New Delhi. 
 The conference was organized by the Election 
Commission of India (ECI). 
 Delegates at the Conference included 
Chairpersons/Commissioners / Senior Officials 
of five Election Management Bodies (EMBs) 
viz. Australia, Bhutan, Guinea, Moldova & 
Zambia. 
 In addition to this Heads of two International 
Organisations viz. International Foundation of 
Electoral Systems (IFES) and International 
Institute for Democracy and Electoral 
Assistance (IDEA). 

 On the occasion, the Election Commission of 
India also launched its Social Media Hub today, 
comprising Facebook and Youtube as part of its 
outreach programme for public at large. 
 On the sidelines of the Conference, ECI 
signed Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
for cooperation in the field of election 
management withNational Independent 
Electoral Commission (CENI) of Guinea; with 
Central Election Commission of Moldova and 
also with International Institute for Democracy 
and Electoral Assistance. 
 The MoUs provide for an institutional 
framework and aim for promotion of exchanges 
of knowledge and experience in the field of 
organizational and technical development, with 
a view to strengthening the administration of 
electoral processes; exchange of information, 
material, expertise and technical knowhow 
relating to electoral processes and systems; 
training of personnel and organizational 
development and capacity building. 
 Election Commission of India has so far 
signed MOUs with more than twenty Election 
Management Bodies (EMBs) and international 
organizations across the world for cooperation 
in election administration and management. 
 
International Military Cooperation 
Departments meeting of SCO 
 During 15-16 January 2018, the meeting of 
International Military Cooperation Department 
of Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) 
was held in Beijing. 
 India participated in this meeting for the first 
time in cooperation in defense sector under the 
framework of SCO. 
 In this meeting Major General Ajay Seth led 
the Indian delegation. 
 India and Pakistan were inducted last year 
into the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, 
with the dominant role of China. 
 This organization includes China, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, 
Uzbekistan, India and Pakistan. 
 
 



VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW B-36, Sector-C, Aliganj, Lucknow 
Cont.9415011892/93 

 

22 

 

3rd meeting of the Council for Trade 
Development and Promotion 
 On January 8th, 2018, the third meeting of the 
Council for Trade Development and Promotion 
was held in Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi. 
 This meeting was chaired by Union 
Commerce and Industry Minister Suresh 
Prabhu. 
 The Council for Trade Development and 
Promotion was constituted on 03.07.15 under 
the chairpersonship of the Union Minister for 
Commerce and Industry, in pursuance to the 
provisions of Foreign Trade Policy statement 
2015-20. 
 The objective was to ensure a continuous 
dialogue with the governments of states and 
Union Territories on measures for providing an 
international trade enabling environment in the 
states and to create a framework for making the 
states active partners in boosting India’s exports. 
 The1st and 2ndmeeting of the Council were 
held in New Delhi on 08.01.2016 and 
05.01.2017 respectively. 
 
10th Global Forum for Food and 
Agriculture 
 During 18-20 January 2018, 10th Global 
Forum for Food and Agriculture was organized 
in Berlin, Germany. 
 The theme of this three-day forum was – 
‘shaping the future of livestock- Sustainably, 
Responsibly, Efficiently’. 
 Under this, 10th Berlin Conference of 
Agricultural Ministers was also organized. 
 Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Minister of State 
for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, lead the 
Indian delegation in this global forum. 
 Apart from this, bilateral meetings were also 
organized with the Agriculture Ministers / 
Heads of Germany, Uzbekistan and Argentina to 
increase cooperation in agriculture and related 
fields. 
 The Global Food and Agriculture Forum 
(GFFA) is an international conference that 
considers future questions of the global 
agricultural-food sector. 
 
 

International Dharma - Dhamma 
Conference 
 During 11th-13th January 2018, the fourth 
International Dharma-Dhamma Conference was 
organized in Rajgir (Bihar). 
 Main Theme- ‘State and Social Order in 
Religion Dhamma Traditions’. 
 The conference was organized by Nalanda 
University with the support of the Center of 
Religion and Social Studies, India Foundation 
and the Ministry of External Affairs. 
 The conference was inaugurated by President 
Ramnath Kovind. 
The objective of this conference is to provide an 
opportunity of education to students and policy 
makers of India and of abroad in such a way that 
they can exchange ideas. 
 
Fourth ASEAN-India Ministerial 
Meeting on Agriculture and Forestry 
 During 11 to 12th January, 2018; Fourth 
ASEAN-India Ministerial Meeting on 
Agriculture and Forestry concluded in New 
Delhi. 
 This meeting was co-chaired by the Minister 
of Agriculture and Cooperatives Thailand, 
Grisada Boonrach and Union Agriculture and 
Farmer Welfare Minister Radha Mohan Singh of 
the Government of India. 
 It is to be noted that the fifth ASEAN India 
Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and Forestry 
will be held in Brunei Darussalam in 2019. 
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SPORTS 
 

Australian Open 2018 
 ‘Australian Open’, 2018, the first tennis 
Grand Slam event of year 2018 concluded at 
Melbourne, Australia. (15-28 January, 2018) 
 Competition Results: 
 Men’s Singles 
Winner-Roger Federer (Switzerland) 
Runner up- Marin Cilic (Croatia) 
 Women’s Singles 
winner- Caroline Wozniacki (Denmark) 
Runner up- Simona Halep (Romania) 
 Men’s doubles 
winner-Oliver Marche (Austria) and Matt 
Pewick (Croatia) 
Runner up- Juan Sebastian Cabal and Robert 
Farah (both Colombia) 
 Women’s doubles 
winner- Timea Babos (Hungary) and Kristina 
mladenovic (France) 
Runner up- Ekaterina Makarova and Elena 
Vesnina (both Russia) 
 Mixed doubles 
winner- Gabriela Dabrowski (Canada) and Matt 
Pewick (Croatia) 
Runner up- Timea Babos (Hungary) and Rohan 
Bopanna (India) 
 This was Federer’s 20th Grand Slam title, the 
highest among men. 
 He is behind Germany’s Steffi Graf (22), 
America’s Serena Williams (23) and Australia’s 
Margate Court (24). 
 Federer also equaled the record for winning 
the Australian Open for the sixth time (Novak 
Djokovic and Roy Emerson). 
 Federer has made a place in the final of the 
record 30 Grand Slam Tournaments. 
 Federer became the oldest player (36 years, 5 
months, 20 days) to reach the Australian Open 
final after 1972. 
 This is Caroline Wozniacki (Denmark) first 
Grand Slam title. 
 Wozniacki became the world’s number one 
player with this win. 
 
 
 

Ashes series, 2017-18 
 The 70th Ashes Series, 2017-18 concluded in 
Australia (November 23rd, 2017 to January 8, 
2018). 
 Australia won the series by 4-0. 
 The first Test match of the series was played 
in Brisbane, second in Adelaide and third was in 
Perth. Australia won all three matches. 
 The fourth Test match played in Melbourne 
was a draw, while Australia won the fifth test 
match in Sydney, with an innings of123 runs. 
 Australian cricket team captain Steve Smith 
for the series and the captain of the England 
cricket team, Joe Root remains. 
 Pat Cummins (Australia) was selected for 
‘Man of the Match’ in the last Test match. 
 Australian captain Steve Smith was named 
‘Man of the Series’. 
 Most runs in the series Steam Smith (687 runs 
in 7 innings) scored. 
 Australian fast bowler Pat Cummins has 
taken the most wickets in the series (23 wickets 
in 9 innings). 
 Steve Smith, the other Australian captain in 
any Ashes series, was the other Australian 
captain. 
 Earlier as captain former player Sir Don 
Bradman had scored a total of 810 runs in 9 
innings, the highest run ever made by the 
Australian captain in any Ashes series. 
 In the fourth Test played in Melbourne, Steve 
Smith scored 102 not out in the second innings; 
which is in the long format of the cricket was his 
fourth consecutive century in Tests. 
 Earlier, former player Donald Bradman had 
scored four consecutive centuries in four Tests 
at the ground. 
 It is known that the Ashes series is a series of 
Tests played between England and Australia. 
 So far, a total of 70 Ashes series have been 
organized, in which Australia has 33 and 
England has won 32 series and 5 Series draws. 
 
Indonesia Masters-2018 
 Grand 500 badminton competition ‘Indonesia 
Masters’ of BWF World Tour concluded in 
Jakarta, Indonesia. 
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 Competition Result: 
 Men’s Singles 
Winner-Anthony Siniska Ginning (Indonesia) 
Runner up-Kajumasa Sakai (Japan) 
 Women’s Singles 
Winner-Tai Tzu-Ying (Chinese Taipei) 
Runner up-Saina Nehwal (India) 
 This is the seventh consecutive win over Ying 
(world number one player) Saina. 
 Ying has defeated Saina nine times in the last 
ten matches. 
 Saina won the Ying at the Swiss Open for the 
last time in 2013. 
 
Change in Test Cricket Rules 
 In December 2017, the International Cricket 
Council (ICC) announced some major changes 
in experimental changes in Test cricket. 
 Under this change, the term of test cricket 
will be reduced from 5 days to 4 days. 
 98 overs will be bowled in a day, instead of 
90. 
 The start of the experiment was in day-night 
test match played in Port Elizabeth Test between 
South Africa and Zimbabwe on December 26. 
 A four-day Test match will have an additional 
half hour of every day game. 
 The first two sessions of play will be two 
hours 15 minutes each, instead of two hours, 
with a 20-minute tea break instead of a lunch 
break after the first session. 
 The follow-on can be enforced with a lead of 
150 runs, compared to 200 runs in five-day 
games. 
 
IPL 2018: Auction of Players 
 The auction of players for the 11th edition of 
Indian Premier League, 2018, concluded in 
Bangalore. (27-28 January, 2018) 
 England’s Ben Stokes remained the most 
expensive player in the auction this year too. 
 Tram Rajasthan Royals bought him for Rs 
12.50 crore. 
 Jaydev Unadkat was the most expensive 
Indian player bought by Rajasthan Royals for Rs 
11.50 crore. 
 

Followings are the most expensive five 
players respectively: 
 Ben Stokes, 12.50 crores, Team-Rajasthan 
Royals 
 Jaydev Unadkat, Rs 11.50 crores, Team-
Rajasthan Royals 
 Manish Pandey, Rs 11 crores, Team-Sunrise 
Hyderabad 
 KL Rahul, Rs. 11 crore rupees, Team-Kings 
Eleven Punjab 
 Chris Lynn, Rs 9.60 crore, Team-Kolkata 
Knight Riders 
 Four Afghan players have the IPL 2018 
season for the first time. 
 Mujeeb Zadran (Kings XI Punjab), 
Mohammad Nabi and Rashid Khan Sunrises 
Hyderabad and Spinner Zahir Khan were bought 
by Rajasthan Royals made debut for the first 
time. 
 On the second day of auction, Nepal’s leg-
spinner Sandeep Lamichhane 
 has bought for the base price of Rs 20 lakh by 
the Delhi Daredevils team. 
 Sandeep will be the first Nepali cricketer to 
play in the IPL. 
 This time the ‘Right to Match Card’ (RTM) 
was used in the auction first time. 
 ‘Right to Match Card’ is given to all the 
franchises. 
 This card can buy back your player sold 
during the auction. 
 When the auction is over to buy the player, it 
has to match the bids sold. 
 They have to match the bids sold at the end of 
the auction to buy the player. 
 It means at the same price the player’s price is 
worth, the franchisee can get his old player. 
 Shikhar Dhawan, the most expensive player 
to return to his team through. 
 Dhawan was acquired by Kings Eleven 
Punjab for 5 crore 20 lakhs, but Hyderabad used 
the RTM card to include Dhawan back in his 
team. 
 IPL 2018 will be held in different cities of 
India from April 7th, 2018 to May 27th, 2018. 
 Administrator- BCCI 
 Cricket format- T-20 tournament format- 
Double round robin and playoffs knockout 
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 IPL Governing Council had included total 
580 players for the auction, out of which 361 
were Indian players. 
 
Harry Kane breaks 22-year-old record 
 On December 26th, 2017, Harry Kane, broke 
a 22-year-old record for most Premier League 
goals in a calendar year after making a hat-trick 
against South Hampton on behalf of Tottenham 
Hotspur. 
 Harry Kane is a player of England. 
 There are 8thhat trick– 6 in the Premier 
League – and 39th Premier League goal and 
56th overall of 2017, in the name of Kane. 
 While Shearer’s record of 36 goals came in 
42 appearances and was set in 1995. 
 He moved past Barcelona’s Lionel Messi to 
become Europe’s top scorer in 2017. 
 He also surpassed Barcelona’s footballer 
Lionel Messi, who scored the most goals in 
Europe in 2017. 
 Ken scored 56 goals in 2017, while Messi 
scored 54 goals. 
 India is that this football player of England 
has won the title of Golden Boot twice in the 
Premier League. 
 
Virat Kohli behind Brian Lara in the 
all-time Test rankings list 
 The ICC Player Rankings of the all-time 
MRF TIREs of Test batsmen were updated by 
the International Cricket Council (ICC). 
(January 28, 2018) 
 Indian captain Virat Kohli moves past West 
Indies legend Brian Lara (911 points) in the all-
time ICC Rankings for Test Batsmenat 31st 
position. 
 He started third and final match of the Test 
series against Africa started with 900 ratings 
points. 
 Virat earned 12 points following 
contributions of 54 and 41 in his side’s 63 runs 
victory. 
 Australia’s Sir Don Bradman topped with 961 
points in this ICC’s all-time list. 
 Australia Steve Smith is second on the list 
with 947 points. 

 Kohli left behind Brian Lara (911), Kevin 
Pietersen (909), Hashim Amla (907), Shivnarine 
Chanderpaul (901) and Michael Clarke (900) for 
the 31st to 26th position respectively. 
 Sunil Gavaskar is the former Indian player in 
the top spot in ICC’s Best ever Test 
Championship rating (batting). 
 Gavaskar is ranked 23rd in the list with 916 
rating points. 
 
Brazilian footballer retire from 
international football 
 Former Brazilian footballer and Barcelona 
midfielder Ronaldinho announced the retirement 
from international football. (January 17, 2018) 
 Ronaldinho’s brother, who is also his agent, 
gave this information on January 16th, which 
Ronaldinho confirmed on Instagram next day. 
 Ronaldinho scored 33 goals in 97 matches for 
the Brazil national team. 
 This includes a wonderful goal from the 40-
foot distance against England in the 2002 World 
Cup. 
 Ronaldinho was also the winner of FIFA’s 
Ballon d’Or (Best Footballer) Award in 2005. 
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AWARDS AND 
HONOURS 

Gallantry Awards 2018 
 On January 25th, 2018, Gallantry Awards-
2018 was announced by the Central 
Government. 
 In which the Indian Air Force’s Garun 
Commando Jyoti Prakash Nirala was elected 
posthumously to be awarded Ashok Chakra. 
 On January 26th, 2018, on the occasion of 
Republic Day, President Ramnath Kovind gave 
this honor to his wife and mother. 
 This is the highest honor given in peace. 
 Kirti Chakra – Major Vijayant Bisht 
 Shaurya Chakra was given to Devendra 
Mehta, Khairan Milind Kishore (posthumous), 
Akhil Raj Ravi, Nilesh Kumar Nayan 
(posthumous) Capt Rohit Shukla, Captain 
Abhinav Shukla, Capt Pradeep Shaurya Arya, 
Hav Mubarik Ali, Hav Rabindra Thapa, Nayak 
Narender Singh, L/Naik Badher Hussain and 
PTR Manchu. 
 
Prime Minister’s Shram Award for 
2016 
 On January 25, 2018, The Prime Minister’s 
Shram Awards were announced by the Central 
Government for the year 2016. 
 The Labor and Employment Ministry 
announces the Prime Minister’s Shram Awards 
annually. 
 These rewards will be provided to 50 workers 
working in PSUs, PSUs and private sector units 
of departmental enterprises, central and state 
governments. 
 The selection for these awards is done only 
by those undertakings in which 500 or more 
workers are employed. 
 Though the total number of Shram award to 
be provided this year is 32, which will be given 
to a total of 50 workers including 3 women. 
 The awards include 34 workers in the public 
sector and 16 workers from the private sector. 
 Shram Awards are provided in four 
categories. 

 These include ‘Shram Ratna Award’, ‘Shram 
Bhushan Puraskar’, ‘Shram Veer / Veerangna’ 
and ‘Shram Shree / Shram Devi Puraskar’. 
 Any nomination for the prestigious Shram 
Ratna award was not found suitable this year. 
 Shram Bhushan award has been announced to 
12 laborers of Sell, BHEL and Tata Steel 
Limited. 
 Under this cash prize of Rs one lakh and a 
charter is given. 
 Naval Dockyard, Ordnance Factory, National 
Steel Corporation, Tata Steel, Hindalco 
Industries, Paradeep Phosphates Limited and the 
Brahmos Aerospace 18 workers ‘Shram Veer / 
Shram Veerangna’ award were announced. 
 Under which 60 thousand rupees cash and a 
charter will be provided. 
 Shram Shree / Shram Devi Award will be 
given to 20 workers of Cement Corporation of 
India, Naval Ship Repair Yard, Tata Motors, 
Surat Lignite Power Plant, Larsen & Toubro etc. 
 40,000 rupees cash and a charter will be 
provided. 
 
ICC awards-2017 
 On January 18th, 2018, the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) annual Awards -2017′ 
were announced. 
 The prestigious Sir Garfield Sobers Trophy, 
for the best player of the year was announced to 
be given to Indian cricket team’s captain Virat 
Kohli. 
 Award for Best Female Players of the Year 
(Rachel Hayo Finalult) will be awarded to 
Australia’s Ellyse Perry. 
Other awards holders are as follows: 
 Cricketer of the Year: Virat Kohli (India) 
 Test Player of the Year: Steve Smith 
(Australia) 
 ODI Player of the Year: Virat Kohli (India) 
 Twenty20 International Performance of 
the Year: Yuzvendra Chahal (India) 
 Emerging Player of the Year: Hasan Ali 
(Pakistan) 
 Associate Player of the Year: Rashid Khan 
(Afghanistan) 
 Umpire of the Year: Marais Erasmus (South 
Africa) 
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 Women’s Cricketer of the Year: Ellyse 
Perry (Australia) 
 Women’s ODI Cricketer of the Year: Amy 
Satterthwaite (New Zealand) 
 Women’s T20I Cricketer of the Year: Beth 
Mooney (Australia) 
 Women’s Emerging Player of the Year: 
Beth Mooney (Australia) 
 Spirit of Cricket: Anya Shrubsole (England) 
 ICC Fan’s Moment of the Year: Pakistan 
stuns India to win the ICC Champions Trophy 
2017 
 India’s Virat Kohli has been selected as the 
captain of the men’s Test and ODI team of the 
ICC. 
 Significantly, this is the second occasion 
when Virat Kohli was declared the best ODI 
player of the year. 
 Prior to this, he received this honor in the 
year 2012. 
 The Indian players included in the Test Team 
– Virat Kohli (Captain), Cheteshwar Pujara and 
R. Ashwin. 
 Indian players included in the one-team team 
– Virat Kohli (Captain), Rohit Sharma and 
Jaspreet Bumrah (12th player). 
 England’s Heather Knight has been selected 
as the captain of the ICC Women’s ODI team, 
and includes Mithali Raj and Ekta Bisht of 
India. 
 Captain of ICC Women’s Twenty20 Team 
West Indies Stephanie Taylor has been selected 
and includes Harmanpreet Kaur of India and 
Ekta Bisht. 
 Players for the awards were selected on the 
basis of the performance made during the mid-
term of 1 September, 2016 and December 31, 
2017. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW B-36, Sector-C, Aliganj, Lucknow 
Cont.9415011892/93 

 

28 

 

PERSONS IN NEWS 
 
New Chairman of UGC 
 The University Grants Commission (UGC) 
has issued an order announcing the appointment 
of Professor Dhirendra Pal Singh as its new 
chairman. Prof. Singh currently serving as the 
director of National Assessment and 
Accreditation Council (NAAC), Bengaluru.  
 He has been appointed the UGC chairman for 
a period of five years, according to the order 
issued by the Department of Personnel and 
Training (DoPT).  
 Since April 2017, the post of UGC chief had 
been lying vacant after the retirement of 
Professor Ved Prakash. At present, Prof. 
Virander Singh Chauhan, UGC member, is 
officiating as the chairperson of the regulatory 
body for higher education institutions. 
 UGC is the apex body of higher education 
responsible for coordination, determination and 
maintenance of standards of universities in the 
country. 
 

New Chief Election Commissioner 
 Om Prakash Rawat has been appointed as the 
next Chief Election Commissioner, the law 
ministry said today. Mr Rawat, who is currently 
an Election Commissioner, will succeed the 
outgoing Achal Kumar Joti, who is retiring 
tomorrow. 
 Ashok Lavasa, a former finance secretary and 
an Indian Administrative Service officer of the 
1980 batch, has been appointed as an Election 
Commissioner, to fill up the vacancy left behind 
by Mr Rawat in the three-member poll panel. 
Sunil Arora is currently the other Election 
Commissioner. 
 Om Prakash Rawat, a retired IAS officer of 
the 1977 batch, has previously served as joint 
secretary in the Ministry of Defence and many 
other key positions in the union and Madhya 
Pradesh governments. He was appointed as an 
Election Commissioner in August 2015. He will 
be the 22nd Chief Election Commissioner of 
India. 

 AK Joti, who is retiring from his post 
tomorrow, was the Chief Election 
Commissioner since June 2017.  
 
New Director of Vikram Sarabhai 
Space Centre 
 Noted scientist S Somanath took charge as 
Director of Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre 
(VSSC), Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.   
 He succeeded K Sivan, who was recently 
appointed as Chairman of ISRO.  
 Prior to his elevation, he was Director of 
Liquid Propulsion Systems Centre (LPSC), the 
lead centre responsible for liquid engines and 
stages for all launch vehicles and satellite 
programs of ISRO.   
 S Somanath S Somanath had joined ISRO in 
1985 and was team leader for Integration of 
PSLV during its early development phase and 
during first flight of PSLV and successful 
second flight PSLV-D2.  
 He also was Associate Director (Projects) of 
VSSC and also Project Director of GSLV Mk-
III launch ehicle.  
 He has received ‘Merit Award” and 
‘Performance Excellence award’ from ISRO and 
‘Team excellence award’ for GSLV Mk-III 
development. 
 
New Director General of NSG 
Senior IPS officer Sudeep Lakhtakia has been 
appointed as the new Director General (DG) of 
the 'black cats' commando force NSG. 
 An order appointing the 1984-batch Indian 
Police Service (IPS) officer of the Telangana 
cadre was on Friday issued by the Appointments 
Committee of the Cabinet (ACC), headed by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 
 The officer is currently serving as a Special 
DG in the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 
headquarters in New Delhi. 
 He will take over from incumbent SP Singh 
who will retire from the post of NSG DG on 31 
January. 
 Lakhtakia will be at the top post of the elite 
counter-terror force till July next year, which is 
also his scheduled retirement. 
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 The National Security Guard (NSG) was 
raised as the federal contingency force to 
counter terrorists and hijack-like incidents in 
1984. 
 
Veteran Bengali actor Supriya Devi 
passes away 
 Veteran Bengali film actor Supriya Devi died 
at her South Kolkata residence on Friday 26 
January, 2018 following a massive heart attack, 
family sources said. She was 85.  
 Supriya Devi is survived by her daughter 
Soma, from her marriage to Bishwanath 
Choudhury in 1954. 
 Born on January 8, 1933, in Mitkina in 
erstwhile Burma (now Myanmar), Supriya Devi 
was one of the leading figures of the golden era 
of Bengali cinema that saw her straddle the 
screen space with great aplomb alongside the 
late Uttam Kumar and Suchitra Sen. 
 In 2014, Supriya Devi was honoured by the 
government with Padma Shri, the fourth-highest 
civilian award, for her contribution to Indian 
cinema. In 2011, she had also received the 
Banga-Vibhushan, the highest civilian award of 
West Bengal. 
 
T. Krishna Kumari 
 On January 24th, 2018, South Indian famed 
actress T. Krishna Kumari passed away. She 
was 84 years old. 
 She had acted in more than 230 Telugu, 
Tamil and Kannada films. 
 
Pt Buddhadev Dasgupta 
 On January 15th 2018, famous sarod player 
Pandit Buddudev Dasgupta passed away in 
Kolkata. He was 84 years old. 
 He learned sarod playing with Pandit 
Radhikamohan Moitra. 
 He was honored with Sangeet Mahasamman 
and Bangabibhusan in 2015. 
 Earlier, He was awarded Padma Bhushan by 
the Central Government in 2012. 
 
 
 

Doodhnath Singh 
 On January 12th, 2018, famous Hindi writer, 
poet and critic DhoodhnathSingh Passed away. 
He was 81 years old. 
 He was born on October 17, 1936 in Ballia 
(UP). 
 He was among top writers and thinkers of 
Hindi. 
 He was also the national president of the 
People’s Writers Association. 
 Akhiri Kalam, ‘Laut Aao Ghar’, ‘Nirala: 
Suicidal faith’, ‘Yamagatha’, ‘Dharmakshetra-
Kurukshetra’, ‘Names of the next century’, 
‘Man with a flat face’ and ‘youth scent’ Are 
included. 
 He was awarded the highest literary honor of 
Uttar Pradesh, Bharat Bharati, Madhya 
Pradesh’s top honor, Maithilisharan Gupta 
samaan. 
 
New chairman of ISRO 
 On January 10th, 2018, the Central 
Government appointed noted scientist K. Sivan 
as the new chairman of Indian Space Research 
Organization (ISRO). 
 At the same time, he was appointed by the 
Central Government as Secretary of Space 
Department and new Chairman of the Space 
Commission. 
 His tenure will be of 3 years. 
 Currently he is the director of Vikram 
Sarabhai Space Center, Thumba, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. 
 At this post, he will replace A. S. Kiran 
Kumar. 
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PLACES IN NEWS 
 
Bihar gets approval to play in National 
Cricket 
 On January 4th, 2017, the Bihar Cricket 
Association (BCA) was approved by the 
Supreme Court to participate in the other 
national level cricket competition, including the 
Ranji Trophy. 
 The bench chaired by Chief Justice Deepak 
Mishra gave this interim order. 
 The other two judges of the bench Justice 
A.M. Khanvilkar and Justice D.Y. Patil. 
 Earlier, the Bihar cricket team was not 
allowed to participate in national level 
competitions. 
 It is known that in 2000 the new state of 
Jharkhand made from Bihar was subscribed at 
that time. 
 It is known that Bihar and Jharkhand had 
been partitioned 17 years ago and then Bihar’s 
membership was given to Jharkhand. 
 Bihar is not a full-time member of the BCCI. 
 For this reason Bihar has not been able to 
participate in any competition since 2000. 
 
Oldest Buddhist stele 
 In January, 2018 according to the reports, the 
ninth-century Purang inscription (stele) has been 
discovered in northern Tibet by Chinese 
archeologist. 
 The inscription from the Himalayan region is 
the oldest Buddhist inscriptions. 
 According to the Shaggan Wangdu of the 
Tibet Cultural Relic Protection Institute, this 
inscription was discovered in Nagari province 
located in the northern part of the Tibet 
Autonomous Region. 
 According to most scholars, this inscription 
was established during 826 AD or 838 AD 
during the period of Tubo state. This inscription 
has a statue of Lord Buddha. 
 Its length is 1.85 meters. 
 On the left side of the inscription, there are 24 
lines of ancient Tibet languages and on the right 
there are 19 lines of Buddhist prayer. 
 

India’s first Coal-to-Gas Conversion 
Plant 
 On January 11th, 2018, Dharmendra Pradhan, 
Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas 
announced that India’s first plant to convert coal 
to synthetic gas is to be set up in Odisha under 
the supervision of state-run gas transmission 
utility GAIL. 
 Synthetic gas produced from this plant will be 
cheaper than natural gas. 
 He also informed that a new policy on bio-
fuels was to be placed for Cabinet approval 
soon. 
 
South Australia’s largest solar thermal 
power plant 
 On January 10th, 2018, the world’s largest 
solar thermal power plant was approved. 
 The plant being constructed near Port 
Augusta, South Australia will be made by the 
US Company Solar Reserve. 
 Its construction will start in 2018 and its 
construction cost will be approximately 650 
million dollars (380 million pounds). 
 The plant will create jobs options for 650 
construction works and 50 other posts. 
 This plant will be able to supply power to 
90,000 households with full storage of energy 
for eight hours. 
 The plant will consist of 12,000 mirrors 
focusing light on a 220-meter (700-foot) tower 
 Sun light will heat the molten salt to 565 
degree centigrade (1050°F) and will produce 
steam to run the turbine. 
 Rotation of the turbine will generate 150 MW 
of electricity. 
 Thus it will be the largest single-tower Solar 
Thermal Plant in the world. 
 Plant is a major step towards becoming of 
southern state100 percent renewable energetic of 
by 2030. 
 
6th Open Defecation Free State of the 
Country 
 Arunachal Pradesh became the Open 
Defecation Free sixth state in the country. 
(December 31, 2017) 
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 All 21 districts of this state have become free 
from defecation. 
 Prior to Arunachal Pradesh Sikkim, Himachal 
Pradesh, Kerala, Haryana and Uttarakhand have 
been declared Open Defection Free (ODF). 
 Arunachal Pradesh is the second state in the 
North-East India declared ODF after Sikkim. 
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COMMISSION & 
COMMITTEE  

 

SIT constituted to investigate anti-Sikh 
riots 
 On January 11th, 2018, the Supreme Court 
constituted a new three-member Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) under the 
chairmanship of Justice Shiv Narayan Dhingra 
retired judge of Delhi High Court for the 
investigation of 186 cases of 1984 anti Sikh 
riots. 
 The other two members of the SIT include 
retired IPS officer Rajdeep Singh and Himachal 
Pradesh cadre IPS officer Abhishek Dular. 
 A three-member bench headed by Chief 
Justice Deepak Mishra decided to set up the 
SIT. 
 SIT will submit its status report to Supreme 
Court within two months. 
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ASSOCIATIONS & 
ORGANIZATIONS 

 
Eagle International Institute Acquired 
 On January 3rd, 2018 Eagle International 
Institute (EII) was acquired by Skill and Talent 
Development Company NIIT Limited. 
 This deal will help NIIT Limited to increase 
its training capacity in the field of global cloud-
based enterprise application for the 
pharmaceutical industry. 
 The total transaction amount for the 
acquisition (share, credit and debt obligation) 
was 8.1 million US dollars. 
 This cash transaction includes advance and 
delayed payments of a period of 5 years. 
 Founded in the year 1988, Eagle does 
business of technology training and work 
process consulting. 
 
Bharti Airtel Milicom Agreement 
Related Facts: 
 On December 19th, 2017, Bharti Airtel by 
partnering with Milicom International acquired 
100% stake in its Rwanda’s operations. 
 Currently it is operating under the brand name 
of ‘Tigo Rwanda’. Under the agreement, Airtel 
Rwanda Limited will purchase 100% stake of 
Tigo Rwanda Limited. 
 Under the agreement, Tigo’s customers will 
be connected to the network of Airtel Rwanda. 
 It is important that Bharti Airtel is offering 
services to 370 million customers in 17 
countries. 
 After this acquisition, Airtel Rwanda will 
become the second largest telecom company in 
the country. 
 The company has acquired operation of 
‘Warid’ in Uganda and Congo ‘You Mobile’ in 
Kenya and ‘Milicom’ in Ghana. 
 
Acquisition of Foodpanda 
 On December 19th, 2017, Chief Cab Operator 
‘Ola’ announced the acquisition of ‘Foodpanda 
India’. 

 It is important that ‘Foodpanda’ is engaged in 
the business of delivery of food sitting home by 
online order. 
 In the announcement of the acquisition, Ola 
did not disclose the amount of the deal. 
 “Ola” will invest 200 million dollars to 
pursue this business (food delivery). 
 It is important that companies like ‘Uber 
Eats’, ‘Jometo’ and ‘Swiggy’ already has this 
business. 
 Ola had started a food business through the 
‘Ola cafe’ in the year 2014 which was 
unsuccessful. 
 The founder partner of ‘Ola’, Pranay Jivrajka 
took over as Interim CEO of Food Panda India. 
 
Tungabhadra Steel Products Limited 
 On January 10th, 2018, the Union Cabinet 
gave approval for the implementation of the 
decision of the Cabinet Committee on Economic 
Affairs (CCEA) in relation to the closure of 
Tungabhadra Steel Products Limited company 
for the disposal its of immovable assets. 
 Along with this, after the adjustment of the 
remaining liabilities of Tungabhadra Steel 
Products Limited (TSP), it was also approved to 
remove the name of the company from the list 
of Registrar of Companies. 
 It is known that CCEA had approved the 
closure of this company in December 2015 after 
the settlement of all outstanding dues of 
employees / workers and creditors. 
 In addition, the Cabinet had approved the 
transfer of MMH plants to the Karnataka 
Government with 20,000 square meters of land. 
 Cabinet also approved selling 82.37 acres of 
land of the Company at Hospet to Karnataka 
Government for use of the Karnataka State 
Housing Board. 
 The land is being sold to Karnataka 
Government at the rate of Rs. 66 lakh per acre 
offered by them. 
 Tungabhadra Steel Products Limited was 
established in the year 1960. 
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LAW & JUSTICE 
 
Uttar Pradesh person with disabilities 
regulation, 2017 
 On December 26th, 2017, the Uttar Pradesh 
Cabinet approved the Uttar Pradesh person with 
disabilities regulation, 2017. 
 In pursuance to the provision of which of the 
following Sections of the person with disability 
Act, 2016, the state government has drafted the 
Uttar Pradesh person with disabilities 
Regulation, 2017. 
 Section 101 of this Act provides that the State 
Governments will be able to make rules / rules 
for implementing the arrangements made in the 
provisions of the period not exceeding 6 months 
from the enforcement date of the Act. 
 It is known that for the overall welfare of the 
various categories of person with disabilities and 
to repeal the act of year 1995 the Government of 
India has promulgated “The Rightsof Persons 
with Disabilities Act – 2016“through the 
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. 
 This Act is applicable in whole country from 
April 19th, 2017. 
 This Act has made various provisions 
regarding the welfare of person with disabilities 
protection of interest and their problems etc. and 
these provisions have been expected to be 
implemented effectively by the State 
Governments. 
 The rules have been promulgated by the 
Government of India for implementation of the 
provisions of this Act, by notification issued on 
June 15th, 2017 by the Central Government 
under section-100 of the Act. 
 
Voluntary to Play National Anthem in 
Cinemas 
 On January 9th, 2018, improving its order 
given in the year 2016 the Supreme Court has 
now made playing of the National anthem 
voluntary now before the film’s performance in 
the theaters. 
 It is significant that on November 30th, 2016, 
the Supreme Court in its order made it 

mandatory to play the national anthem before 
the-film’s performance in theaters. 
 Playing the National Anthem in cinemas is 
voluntary; this order is directed by the three 
member bench of Chief Justice Deepak Mishra, 
Justice AM. Khanvilkar and Justice Dhananjay 
Y Chandrachud. 
 According to a three-member bench, the 12-
member inter-ministerial committee formed by 
the Center will take a final decision regarding 
the National Anthem in cinemas. 
 This committee will consider all aspects 
related to playing the National Anthem in detail. 
 Simultaneously, the petitioners were also 
allowed to keep their report before the 
committee. 
 It is known that a 12-member committee has 
been constituted to give suggestions regarding 
amendment in the curtailment of the National 
Honor Act, 1971 by the Central Government. 
 This committee has to present its report for 
six months from its formation (December 5, 
2017). 
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YEAR, DAY & WEEK 
 

World Leprosy Day 
 On January 28TH, 2018, World Leprosy Day 
was celebrated across the world. 
 This year, its theme was set ‘Zero Disability 
in Boys’ and Girls’. 
 Significantly, this day is celebrated on the last 
Sunday of January every year. 
 The purpose of celebrating this day is to 
create awareness about the help of people 
suffering from leprosy and to train people who 
care for people suffering from this disease. 
 It is known that leprosy is a chronic infectious 
disease caused by Mycobacterium leprae. 
 As a result of which there are severe 
unpleasant lesions on the skin and the nerves of 
the hands and feet are damaged. 
 This disease is also known as Hansen’s 
disease (named after Dr. Armor Hansen, a 
doctor who searches for bacterial disease of this 
disease). 
 According to the WHO recommendation, 
effective treatment of leprosy can be done by 
multidrug therapy (MDT). 
 
World Hindi Day 
 On January 10th, 2018, ‘World Hindi Day’ 
was celebrated all over the world. 
 It is notable that in the year 1975 on this day 
the first World Hindi Conference was held in 
Nagpur. 
 This day was celebrated on January 10th, 
2006 for the first time. 
 Significantly, this day is part of the National 
Hindi Day celebrated on September 14th. 
 
National Voters’ Day 
 8th National Voters Day was celebrated on 
January 25, 2018, across the country. 
 The main theme of this day for the year 2018 
is ‘Accessible Elections’. 
 On this occasion several programs were 
organized by the Election Commission of India 
across the country to make voters aware and 
people were sworn in as ‘Voter’s Day’. 

 It is noteworthy that Former President 
Pratibha Patil launched this day on the occasion 
of the establishment day of the Election 
Commission of India (in year 1950) on January 
25th, 2011. 
 On this occasion EC is happy to join hands 
with Facebook for one of the largest voters’ 
pledges. 
 A campaign called ‘Take a Pelage’ is started 
with the social media company ‘Facebook’ for 
users 18 years of age or older with the help of 
which they can take an oath for voter’s day. 
 
National Girl Child Day 
 On 24 January 2018, National Girl Child Day 
was celebrated across the country. 
 It is remarkable that this day is celebrated 
with the aim to increase the awareness among 
people about all the inequalities faced by the girl 
child and to bring girl power in front of society. 
 The central government celebrated this day 
for the first time in 2008. 
 Significantly, the ‘International Girl’s Day’ is 
celebrated by the United Nations on October 11 
every year. 
 
World Braille Day 
 On January 4th, World Braille Day is 
celebrated across the world every year. 
 It is worth mentioning that this day is 
celebrated in memory of the birthday of Sir 
Louis Braille (France), inventor of the Braille 
script. 
 Braille is a code language in which the bulges 
and identifiers on the surface are used for the 
presentation of letters and whole letters. 
 
70th Indian Army Day 
 On January 15th, 2018, 70th ‘Indian Army 
Day ‘was celebrated across the country. 
 Day is celebrated on January 15 very years in 
recognition of Lieutenant General (later Field 
Marshal) KM Cariappa taking over as the first 
Commander-in Chief of Indian Army. 
 Significantly, he took over the position of the 
Commander-in Chief from Sir Francis Butcher, 
the last British Commander this day in 1949. 
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 On this occasion Army Chief Gen Bipin 
Rawat inspects the guard of honour during the 
Army Day Parade in New Delhi. 
 
National Youth Day 
 On January 12th, 2018, the 34th National 
Youth Day was celebrated across the country. 
 It is notable that this day is celebrated on the 
occasion of the birth anniversary of social 
reformer, philosopher and well-known thinker 
Swami Vivekananda. 
 Swami Vivekananda’s 155th birth 
anniversary was celebrated on January 12, 2018. 
 The Government of India had announced to 
celebrate this day in 1984. 
 After which since 1985, the birth anniversary 
of Swami Vivekananda being celebrated as 
‘National Youth Day’. Swami Vivekananda was 
born on 12 January 1863 in Kolkata. 
 His real name was Narendranath Dutt. 
 On September 11, 1893, he represented 
Sanatan Dharma on behalf of India in the World 
religion Congress held in Chicago, US. 
 He founded the Ramkrishna Mission in Belur 
Math, West Bengal. 
 His Guru’s name was Ramkrishna 
Paramahansa. 
 Swami Vivekananda died on July 4, 1902. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW B-36, Sector-C, Aliganj, Lucknow 
Cont.9415011892/93 

 

37 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Heritage Cabinet 
 On December 26th, 2017 Odisha government 
decided to set up a unique ‘Heritage Cabinet’. 
 Decision to set up Odisha Language 
Commission to preserve the relics and 
monuments in the state and enrich its rich 
culture and language was also taken. 
 The cabinet meeting was held first time in 
Puri, instead of Bhubaneswar. 
 Heritage Cabinet will be constituted under the 
chairmanship of Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik. 
Its aim is to protect ancient monuments, temples 
and archaeological sites in Odisha, and take 
steps to preserve the state’s culture, language 
and literature. 
 In addition to this, the proposal related to the 
separation of state tourism and culture 
departments by state cabinet has also been 
approved in this meeting. 
 The name of the Culture Department was 
decided to do ‘Odiya Language, Literature and 
Culture Department’. 
 Prompt amendment will be made in Odisha 
Official Languages Act, 1954 and the provisions 
of penalties will be included in violation of the 
rules. 
 
Approval to include Sanskrit in the 
syllabus Madrassa 
 In January 2018, a lower committee of 
Uttarakhand Madrasa Education Board (UMEB) 
approved the proposal related to teaching 
Sanskrit as an alternative subject in the 
madarsas of the state. 
 Committee also for teaching computer 
science as an alternative subject. 
 The six-member committee of the Board has 
approved the proposal related to these two 
subjects. 
 This proposal will be sent to the High Level 
committee of the Board for approval. 
 A few days ago Uttarakhand Madrasa 
Welfare Society had approached the state 
government to include Sanskrit as a subject. 

 This decision has been taken after the request 
of social institution Madrasa Welfare Society of 
Uttarakhand (Madrasa MWSU). 
 MWMU operates 207 madrassas across the 
state, in which about 25 thousand students are 
learning. 
 At present, students in the madarsas of the 
state are taught Mathematics, Science, Ayush 
and Social Science as an optional subject. 
 
End of Haj subsidy 
 On January 16th, 2018, the Union Minority 
Welfare Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi 
announced the end of the subsidy on annual Haj 
pilgrimage from the current year (2018). 
 It is known that in the year 2012, Supreme 
Court passed an order directing to end Haj 
subsidy by 2022. 
 Supreme Court in its order cleared that 
subsidy is not only unconstitutional but also not 
in conformity with the teachings of the Quran. 
 With the end of the Haj subsidy, around Rs. 
450 crore per year will be saved. 
 This amount will be spent on the education of 
minority women and girls. 
 It is worth mentioning that this year; a record 
1.75 lakh Muslims will visit Haj pilgrimage, 
which will be the largest Indian batch after 
Independence. 
 For the first time this year, women will also 
go on Haj pilgrimage without male maintenance 
or Mehram. 
 
Mera Hoardings app 
 On January 4th, 2018, Spain’s leading 
badminton player Carolina Marin launched the 
‘Mera Hoarding’ app. 
 Mera Hoarding will work as an e-market 
place for companies of various types of 
hoardings planted on the road side. 
 
Virtual ID 
 In January 2018, the Indian Unique 
Identification Authority has offered virtual IDs 
to remove the apprehensions related to 
confidentiality of the Aadhaar. 
 Any Aadhaar card holder can get their virtual 
ID by visiting the authorization website. 
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 Through this, many other functions can be 
done including verification of SIM without 
sharing Aadhaar number. 
 Virtual ID will be a random 16-digit number, 
together with biometrics of the user. 
 If any card holder creates a new virtual ID, 
the old ID will be automatically canceled. 
 
Tropical cyclone in Madagascar 
 In the first week of January, 2018, 
Madagascar was affected by the tropical 
Cyclone. 
 It is significant that earlier in the first half of 
2017 (March) Madagascar suffered from 
cyclonic storm ‘Enawo’ that killed 78 people. 
 It is noteworthy that Cyclonic storms often 
come in Madagascar. 
 Recent Cyclone ‘Eva’ hit the eastern coast of 
Madagascar on the morning of January 5, 2018. 
 Ava’s drenching rainfall caused flooding and 
landslides which resulted in the deaths of at least 
29 people. An estimated 80,000 people on 
Madagascar were affected by the tropical 
cyclone. 
 Cyclones become a reason for a severe flood 
in Antananarivo and the port city Tomasina and 
the eastern city of Tamatava. 

*** 

 


