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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(14th June) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 
Topic: For Mains 

Leader of Rajya Sabha : 

Why in news? Thawarchand Gehlot, Union Minister of Social Justice 
and Empowerment was recently appointed as Leader of Rajya Sabha. The 
Leader of the Rajya Sabha is appointed by the party in power at Centre. 

 Leader of House: 

• The term Leader of the House has been defined in Rules of 
Procedure of the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha. 

• Leader of the House, according to Rule 2 of the Rules of Procedure 
and Conduct of Business in the Lok Sabha means the prime 
Minister, if he is a Member of the House or a Minister who is a 
Member of the House and is nominated by the Prime Minister to 
function as the Leader of the House. 

• The Prime Minister is invariably the Leader of the Lok Sabha. 

Roles and functions: 

Ø The Leader of the House is an important parliamentary functionary 
and exercises direct influence on the course of parliamentary 
business. 
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Ø The whole policy of the Government especially in so far as it is 
expressed in the inner life of the House and in measures dealing with 
the course of its business, is concentrated in his person. 

Ø The arrangement of Government business is the ultimate-
responsibility of the Leader of the House, though the details are 
settled, subject to his approval, by the Chief Whip. 

Ø The Leader of the House makes proposals for the dates of summoning 
and prorogation of the House for the approval of the Chair. 

Ø He has to draw up the programme of official business to be transacted 
in the Session of Parliament, namely, Bills, motions, discussions 
on general or specific subjects like five-year plans, foreign policy, 
economic or industrial policy and other important State activities. 

Ø He fixes inter se priorities for various items of business to ensure their 
smooth passage. 

Ø After settling tentative programme for the whole session, he maps out 
weekly and daily programme depending upon the state of progress of 
work and announces the programme to the members in advances 
every week.  

Ø The Business Advisory Committee determines the allocation of time 
for Government Bills and otter business on the basis of suggestions 
made by or received from him from time to time. 

Ø The Leader of the Lok Sabha. viz., Prime Minister, never sits in 
the Business advisory Committee; he or she is represented by the 
Minister for Parliamentary Affairs in the Business Advisory 
Committee. The Leader of the House in the Rajya Sabha is generally a 
member of the Business Advisory Committee (BAC). In the event, he 
is not a member of the BAC, he is invited to attend its meetings. 

 

************ 

Topic: For Prelims and Mains 
J&K President’s rule : 

Why in news? Cabinet approves extension of President’s Rule in J&K 
for six months with effect from 3rd July, 2019.  

Resolution to be moved in the forthcoming Parliament session. 
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President’ s rule in J&K: 

Ø Since J&K has a separate Constitution, Governor’s rule is first 
imposed under Section 92 for six months after an approval by the 
President. In case the Assembly is not dissolved within six months, 
President’s rule under Article 356 is extended to the State. 

Ø Governor’s rule is mentioned under Article 370 section 92 – 
‘Provisions in case of failure of constitutional machinery in the State.’ 

Ø Article 370 section 92: Provisions in case of failure of constitutional 
machinery in the State: 

Ø If at any time, the Governor is satisfied that a situation has arisen in 
which the Government of the State cannot be carried on in accordance 
with the provisions of this Constitution, the Governor may by 
Proclamation: 

Ø Assume to himself all or any of the functions of the Government of the 
State and all or any of the powers vested in or exercisable by anybody 
or authority in the State. 

Ø Make such incidental and consequential provisions as appear to the 
Governor to be necessary or desirable for giving effect to the objects 
of the Proclamation, including provisions for suspending in whole or 
in part the operation of any provision of this Constitution relating to 
anybody or authority in the State. 

  

Related key facts: 

• Any such Proclamation may be revoked or varied by a subsequent 
Proclamation. Any such Proclamation whether varied under 
subsection (2) or not, shall except where it is a Proclamation 
revoking a previous Proclamation, cease to operate on the expiration 
of six months from the date on which it was first issued. 

• If the Government or by a Proclamation under his section assumes, to 
himself any, of the powers of the Legislature to make his laws, 
any law made by him in the exercise of that power shall, subject 
to, the terms there of continue to have effect until two years have 
elapsed from the date on which the proclamation ceases to have effect, 
unless sooner. 
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• No Proclamation under this section shall, except where it is a 
Proclamation revoking a previous Proclamation, be laid before each 
House of the Legislature as soon as it is convened. 

What is President’s Rule in the Indian context? 

• The imposition of Article 356 of the Constitution on a State following 
the failure of constitutional machinery is called President’s Rule in 
India. Once the President’s Rule has been imposed on a state, the 
elected state government will be temporarily dissolved, and the 
Governor, who is appointed by the government at the Centre, will 
replace the Chief Minister as the chief executive of the State. 

• The state will fall under the direct control of the Union government, 
and the Governor will continue to be head the proceedings, 
representing the President of India – who is the Head of the 
State. 

• The imposition of the President’s rule requires the sanction of both the 
houses of Parliament.  

• If approved, it can go on for a period of six months. However, the 
imposition cannot be extended for more than three years, and needs 
to be brought before the two houses every six months for approval. 

 

************ 

Facts for Prelims: 

v ‘Paddy Frog’: 
• Researchers have discovered a new species of ‘Paddy Frog’ from 

Northeast India, primarily in Assam. 
• The newly discovered species has been named Aishani, which is 

derived from Sanskrit word ‘aishani’ or aisani meaning Northeast. 
• The frog belongs to genus Micryletta, (a small genus of microhylid 

frogs). The microhylid genus is a group of narrow-mouthed frogs 
that are more commonly known as paddy frogs and are primarily and 
widely distributed in Southeast Asia (SEA).  

• As of now, there are only 4 recognised species in this group and newly 
discovered Micryletta aishani becomes the 5th. 
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v In Arunachal, the golden cat wears new colours: 

• Golden is no longer the only colour the elusive Asiatic golden cat 
can be associated with. Its coat comes in five other shades in 
Arunachal Pradesh 

• It is found across eastern Nepal through north-eastern India to 
Indonesia. 

About the Asian golden cat : 

• The Asian golden cat (Catopuma temminckii) is a medium-sized wild 
cat native to the northeastern Indian subcontinent and Southeast 
Asia. It has been listed as Near Threatened on the IUCN Red List since 
2008, and is threatened by hunting pressure and habitat loss, since 
Southeast Asian forests are undergoing the world's fastest regional 
deforestation. 

• The Asian golden cat's scientific name honours the Dutch zoologist 
Coenraad Jacob Temminck. It is also called Temminck's cat and 
Asiatic golden cat 

 

 

************ 

 


