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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(6th June) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 
Topic: For Prelims and Mains 

Global growth to slow in 2019, says World Bank : 

Why in news? The World Bank Group has downgraded global real GDP 
growth to 2.6% for 2019, down by 0.3% age points from its previous 
forecast. 

About the report: 

• Growth is expected to be increase marginally to 2.7% in 2020. 
• India’s growth forecasts are projected to be 7.5% per annum in 

2019, 2020 and 2021 — not having been downgraded from their 
January estimates. 

• A growth rate of 7.2% is estimated for 2018. 
• The multilateral development bank’s June 2019 Global Economic 

Prospects (GEP) report, titled, ‘Heightened Tensions, Subdued 
Investment’ says the global economy “has continued to soften and 
momentum remains weak” and investment, sluggish. 
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Slowdown in U.S. and advanced economies : 

Ø Advanced economies as a group are expected to slow down in 2019, 
particularly the Euro Area, due to weaker investments and 
exports. 

Ø U.S. growth is expected to slow to 2.5% this year, down from an 
estimated 2.9% in 2018, and then down to 1.7% and 1.6% in 2020 
and 2021 respectively. 

India and South Asia : 

Ø South Asia’s growth remained “robust” in the face of global economic 
headwinds and weakening trade and manufacturing, as per the 
report. 

Ø In India, where growth was 7.2% in FY 2018/2019, investment — 
both, private and in public infrastructure – offset a slowdown in 
government consumption. 

Ø Soft agricultural prices dampened rural consumption but urban 
consumption was supported by credit growth. 
 

Ø the industrial sector accelerating on the back of manufacturing and 
construction, and agriculture and services sectors moderating, due to 
a “subdued harvest” and slowing trade, hotel, communications 
and transport sector, respectively. 

Major factors behind the slow growth: 

ü Rising trade barriers, 
ü A build-up of government debt  
ü Slowdowns that were deeper than expected in several major 

economies. 
ü The sluggishness of investment in EMDEs (Emerging Markets 

Developing Economies). 
ü Presence of structural constraints. 
ü subdued investment growth in developing economies. 

Way forward:  

• It’s urgent that countries make significant structural reforms that 
improve the business climate and attract investment. 
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• They also need to make debt management and transparency a high 
priority so that new Debt adds to growth and investment. 

• U.S.-China trade tensions need to be sorted out. 
• The continuing weakness in corporate and financial sector balance 

sheets remains a constraint for growth despite recent improvements 
in the Ease of Doing Business in India. 

 

Brexit could impact financial stability : 

• As per the report, a no-deal Brexit could have a “severe impact” on 
the U.K. and to a lower extent on its European trading partners in 
the event of disruptions and delays at the border.  

• Financial stability could also be impacted. “The United Kingdom 
accounts for a large share of cross-border lending to some EMDEs, 
which could be negatively impacted by a sudden retrenchment.” 

 

************ 

Topic: For Prelims and Mains 
Jan Shikshan Sansthans (JSS) : 

Why in news? The Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship 
has decided to waive off fee for SC/ST candidates who join vocational 
training under Jan Shikshan Sansthans (JSS). 

About Jan Shikshan Sansthans (JSS): 

• Formerly under the Ministry of Human Resources Development, Jan 
Shikshan Sansthan was transferred to the Ministry of Skill 
Development & Entrepreneurship in 2018. 

• Jan Shikshan Sansthans (JSS) were established to provide vocational 
training to non-literate, neo-literate, as well as school dropouts by 
identifying skills as would have a market in the region of their 
establishment. 

• They were formerly known as Shramik Vidyapeeth. 
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• The JSSs are unique, they link literacy with vocational skills and 
provide large doses of Life Enrichment Education (LEE) to the 
people. 

• They aim for convergence with other stakeholders in society. 
•  It is their endeavour to shape their beneficiaries into self reliant and 

self-assured employees and entrepreneurs. 

 

************ 

Topic: For Prelims and Mains 
Remdesivir or GS-5734 : 

Why in news? In a recent study published in Science Translational 
Medicine, Scientists have reported that Remdesivir, an experimental 
drug, has protected monkeys against infection with Nipah virus for which 
there is no approved vaccine or cure. 

What is Remdesivir?  

• Names: Remdesivir is also known as GS-5734. 
• It is an antiviral drug, a novel nucleotide analog pro drug, which was 

developed by Gilead Sciences as a treatment for Ebola virus. 

Recent study: 

Ø Now, Remdesivir appears to be effective against Nipah virus, a lethal 
disease and emerging pandemic threat for which there is no approved 
vaccine or cure. 

Ø In the new trial, eight African green monkeys were given lethal 
doses of Nipah virus. Half of them later got intravenous Remdesivir. 
All four monkeys that got the drug survived; the four that did not get, 
died within eight days. 

Significance: 

Ø If the drug wins approval for use against Nipah, It will give us an 
extra treatment that could be used relatively quickly. 

Ø The only current treatment for Nipah virus infection is a monoclonal 
antibody that is still experimental.  



 

www.vaidicslucknow Page 5 
 

 

What is Nipah Virus? 

• According to WHO, the Nipah virus infection is a newly emerging 
zoonosis, that is, a disease transmitted from animals to humans.  

• The virus belongs to a new genus termed Henipavirus (subfamily 
Paramyxovirinae). 

• The natural host of the virus is fruit bats belonging to the family 
Pteropodidae.  

• In 2004, humans were affected after eating the date palm 
contaminated by infected fruit bats. Pigs can also act as intermediate 
hosts. 

 

When was it first reported? 

Ø It was first identified in 1998 at Kampung Sungai Nipah village, 
Malaysia.  

Ø The virus is named after this village. 

What are the symptoms in humans? 

Ø The symptoms of Nipah are similar to that of influenza: fever, muscle 
pain, and respiratory problems. 

Ø  Inflammation of the brain can also cause disorientation. 
Ø  Late onset of Encephalitis can also occur. 
Ø Sometimes a person can have an asymptomatic infection, and be a 

carrier of Nipah and not show any symptoms. 

 

************ 

Facts for Prelims: 

v India at 95 on maiden Gender Index: 
• India ranked 95th out of a total 129 countries in the first-ever SDG 

Gender Index, which measures strides made in achieving gender 
commitments against internationally set targets. 
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• The index has been developed by Equal Measures 2030, which is a 
partnership among global and regional organizations from the civil 
society and the development and private sectors. 

• It includes The African Women’s Development and 
Communication Network, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
International Women’s Health Coalition and Plan International. 
 
 

************ 

 


