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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(23rd May) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 
Topic: For Prelims and Mains 

Ministerial meeting of  SCO: 

Why in news?  External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj has recently 
mentioned the Pulwama terror strike and the Islamic State attacks in 
Sri Lanka and urged member-nations of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation for greater counter-terror cooperation. 

About the SCO: 

• The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), or Shanghai Pact, is 
a Eurasian political, economic, and security alliance, the creation 
of which was announced on 15 June 2001 in Shanghai, China by 
the leaders of China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, 
and Uzbekistan;  

• The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation Charter, formally establishing 
the organisation, was signed in June 2002 and entered into force on 
19 September 2003. The original five nations, with the exclusion of 
Uzbekistan, were previously members of the Shanghai Five group, 
founded on 26 April 1996. 

Objective: 
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Ø Strengthening mutual trust and neighbourliness among the member 
states. 

Ø Promoting effective cooperation in -politics, trade & economy, 
research & technology and culture. 

Ø Enhancing ties in education, energy, transport, tourism, 
environmental protection, etc. 

Ø Maintain and ensure peace, security and stability in the region. 
Ø Establishment of a democratic, fair and rational new international 

political & economic order. 

New Initiatives of SCO: 

• The admission of India and Pakistan has expanded the 
geographical, demographic and economic profile of the SCO. 

• SCO now has about half the world’s population and a quarter of its 
GDP and its boundary extend southwards to the Indian Ocean. 

• The SCO’s relevance for India lies in geography, economics and 
geopolitics as its members occupies a huge landmass adjacent to 
India’s neighbourhood. 

• Central Asian SCO members border Afghanistan and a narrow strip 
of land separates southern Tajikistan from Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir. 

************ 

 

Topic: For Prelims  
In a first, Arabic novel wins international Booker : 

Why in news? Celestial Bodies , a family saga set against Oman’s 
transition from slave trading centre to oil producer, became recently the 
first novel originally written in Arabic to win the Man Booker 
International Prize. 

About: 

Ø The book’s author, Jokha Alharthi of Oman, shares the award of 
£50,000 pounds (about $63,000) with its translator, Marilyn 
Booth. The prize, given each year to the best book translated into 
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English and published in Britain, is widely seen as the world’s most 
significant award for translated fiction. 
 

 
************ 

 

 

 


