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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(27thApril) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

Global Initiative of Academic Networks (GIAN): 

Why in news?  The National Institute of Technology, 
Tiruchi, had launched a programme under the Global 
Initiative of Academic Networks (GIAN) in Higher Education, 
aimed at tapping the talent pool of scientists and 
entrepreneurs. 

 

What is GIAN program? 

• Global Initiative of Academic Networks (GIAN) in Higher 
Education was launched in 2015. It is a program of 
Ministry of Human Resource and Development. 

Aim: 

• GIAN aims at tapping the talent pool of scientists and 
entrepreneurs to engage with the institutes of higher 
education in India to augment the country’s existing 
academic resources, accelerate the pace of quality reforms, 
and further strengthen India’s scientific and technological 
capabilities. 
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Objectives: 

• To increase the footfalls of reputed international faculty 
in the Indian academic institutes. 

•  To Provide opportunity to our faculty to learn and share 
knowledge and teaching skills in cutting edge areas. 

• To provide opportunity to our students to seek knowledge 
and experience from reputed International faculty. 

• To create avenue for possible collaborative research with the 
international faculty. 

• Develop high quality course material in niche areas, both 
through video and print that can be used by a larger body 
of students and teachers. 

• To document and develop new pedagogic methods in 
emerging topics of national and international interest. 

 

 

********* 

Scheme for Promotion of Academic and Research 
Collaboration (SPARC): 

Why in news?  Ministry of Human Resource Development 
has launched the web portal of the Scheme “Scheme for 
Promotion of Academic and Research Collaboration 
(SPARC)”. 

 

About: 

• The Government in August 2018 had sanctioned the 
scheme “Scheme for Promotion of Academic and 
Research Collaboration (SPARC)” at a total cost of Rs. 

• 418 Cr for implementation up to 31.3.2020. 
• Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur is the National 

Coordinating Institute to implement the SPARC programme. 
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• The scheme aims at improving the research ecosystem of 
India’s higher educational institutions by facilitating 
acaemic and research collaborations between Indian 
Institutions and the best institutions in the world. 

• Under this Scheme, 600 joint research proposals will be 
awarded for 2 years to facilitate strong research 
collaboration between Indian research groups with the best 
in class faculty and renowned research groups in the 
leading universities of the world, in areas that are at the 
cutting edge of science or with direct social relevance to 
the mankind, specifically India. 

 Significance of the scheme: 

Ø This Scheme is expected to have a major impact in 
providing the best international expertise to address 
major national problems,  

Ø expose Indian academicians to the best collaborators 
abroad, enable international faculty to stay in India for a 
longer duration,  

Ø provide Indian students an opportunity to work in the 
world class laboratories, to develop strong bilateral 
relationships in research,  

Ø Improve the international ranking of Indian Institutes. 

 

********* 

1 million species risk extinction due to humans: 

Why in news?  Up to one million species face extinction 
due to human influence, how humanity has undermined the 
natural resources upon which its very survival depends. 

 

 

About: 
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• The accelerating loss of clean air, drinkable water, 
forests, pollinating insects, protein-rich fish and storm-
blocking mangroves — to name but a few of the dwindling 
services rendered by Nature — poses no less of a threat 
than climate change,  

• Indeed, biodiversity loss and global warming are closely 
linked, according to the 44-page summary for policymakers, 
which distil a 1,800-page UN assessment of scientific 
literature on the state of Nature. 

• Delegates from 130 nations meeting in Paris from April 29 
will vet the executive summary line-by-line.  

 

Unsustainable methods: 

Ø “The way we produce our food and energy is undermining 
the regulating services that we get from Nature,” he said, 
adding that only “transformative change” can stem the 
damage. 

Ø The pace of loss “is already tens to hundreds of times 
higher than it has been, on average, over the last 10 
million years,” it notes. “Half-a-million to a million species 
are projected to be threatened with extinction, many within 
decades.” 

Ø The direct causes of species loss, in order of importance, are 
shrinking habitat and land-use change, hunting for food 
or illicit trade in wildlife body parts, climate change and 
pollution.  

 

********* 

Facts for Prelims: 

 

v Priyadarshini: 
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• Priyadarshini-class patrol vessels (also referred to as Jija 
Bai Mod 1 class) are a series of 8 mid-shore fast patrol 
boats, built by Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers, 
Kolkata and Goa Shipyard Limited, Vasco da Gama, Goa 
for Indian Coast Guard between 1991 and 1998. 

 

                         ************* 

 

 

     

 
  

 


