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C-295 plane deal in final stages: 

Why in news?  The Indian Air Force (IAF) has several 
proposals to be put up before the Defence Acquisition Council 
(DAC) when it meets in June after the Lok Sabha elections. 
Among them is the long-delayed deal for C-295 transport 
aircraft which are meant to replace the ageing Avro fleet. 

 

About: 

•  
• The other major IAF deals pending approval are the 

Acceptance of Necessity (AoN) for 114 fighter jets and 
the fresh proposal for six mid-air refuellers cancelled 
earlier. 

• The IAF has 56 Avro transport aircraft which are in 
urgent need of replacement. Under the present deal, 16 
will be built by a foreign Original Equipment 
Manufacturer (OEM) and the remaining 40 to be built in 
the country by an Indian manufacturer under transfer of 
technology. 

• The sole bid by Airbus and Tata with the C-295 aircraft 
was approved by the DAC in May 2015, but the contractual 
negotiations have been repeatedly delayed. The Request for 
Proposal (RFP) was issued to global firms in May 2013. 

• This deal has become even more critical as a separate 
project to jointly co-develop and produce a Medium 
Transport Aircraft (MTA) of 20 tonnes with Russia to 
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replace the An-32s in service was scrapped after initial 
design discussions. 

• The An-32s which are the workhorse of the IAF are 
currently being upgraded under a $400 mn deal finalised 
with Antonov State Corporation of Ukraine in 2009. 
 

Related terms: 

About the Defence Acquisition Council (DAC): 

Ø To counter corruption and speed up decision- making in 
military procurement, the government of India in 2001 
decided to set up an integrated Defence Acquisition 
Council (DAC). It is headed by the Defence Minister. 

Ø The DAC is responsible to give policy guidelines to 
acquisitions, based on long-term procurement plans. It also 
clears all acquisitions, which includes both imported and 
those produced indigenously or under a foreign license. 

Ø The objective of the Defence Acquisition Council is to ensure 
expeditious procurement of the approved requirements of the 
Armed Forces in terms of capabilities sought, and time 
frame prescribed, by optimally utilizing the allocated 
budgetary resources. 

 

About the Original equipment manufacturer (OEM): 

Ø An original equipment manufacturer (OEM) is a company 
that produces parts and equipment that may be 
marketed by another manufacturer. For example, 
Foxconn, a Taiwanese electronics contract manufacturing 
company, which produces a variety of parts and 
equipment for companies such as Apple Inc., Dell, 
Google, Huawei, Nintendo, Xiaomi, etc., is the largest 
OEM company in the world by both scale and revenue. 
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********* 

World’s largest plane makes first test fligh: 

Why in news?  The world’s largest aeroplane — with two 
fuselages and six Boeing 747 engines — made its first test 
flight on recently in California. 

 

About: 

• The mega jet, called Stratolaunch, carried out its maiden 
voyage over the Mojave desert. 

• It is designed to carry into space, and drop, a rocket that 
would in turn ignite to deploy satellites. 

• It is supposed to provide a more flexible way to deploy 
satellites than vertical takeoff rockets because this way all 
that is needed is a long runway for takeoff. 

• The aircraft is so big that its wing span is longer than a 
football field, or about 1.5 times that of an Airbus A380. 

• Specifically, the wing span is 117 metres while it is just 
under 80 metres for an Airbus A380. 

• The plane flew for about two-and-a-half hours, the company 
said. Until now, it had just carried out tests on the ground. 

• It hit a top speed of 304 km per hour and reached an 
altitude of 17,000 feet (5,182 metres). 

• Stratolaunch was financed by Paul Allen, a co-founder of 
Microsoftas a way to get into the market for launching 
small satellites. But Allen died in October of last year.  

 

 

 
********* 
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                                       Facts for Prelims: 

v Oil consuming bacteria found below ocean: 
• Scientists have discovered a unique oil eating bacteria in 

the Mariana Trench, the deepest part of the earth’s 
oceans, a finding that may pave way for sustainable ways to 
clean up oils spills. 
 

v Bihu festival: 
• Bihu or Assamese New Year is the chief festival in the 

Assam state of India. It refers to a set of three different 
festivals: Rongali or Bohag Bihu observed in April, Kongali 
or Kati Bihu observed in October, and Bhogali or Magh Bihu 
observed in January.  
 

v Uighurs ethnic group:  
• The Uyghurs are a Turkic people who live in Central and 

East Asia. As of 2019, Uyghurs live primarily in the 
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region of the People’s 
Republic of China, where they are one of China's fifty-five 
officially-recognized ethnic minorities. Uyghurs primarily 
practice Islam. 
 

************ 

 


