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VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
Daily Current Affairs – 2019 

(12thApril) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

Is India’s anti-satellite test a game-changer? 

Why in news?  On April 1, the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) successfully launched a PSLV C45 rocket 
with a payload of 29 satellites. Days before this, on March 27, 
in an operation called ‘Mission Shakti’, the Defence Research & 
Development Organisation demonstrated India’s ability in 
offensive defence capability, using a missile to destroy a satellite 
in Low Earth Orbit. 

 

About: 

• The anti-satellite (ASAT) test has been in the making for 
more than a decade actually. Ever since the first Chinese 
anti-satellite test in January 2007, there has been 
concern over India’s own space assets and what kind of 
damage and destruction could happen should China 
decide to shoot down or temporarily disable one of our 
own satellites. That was the first time we recognised the 
importance of preserving outer space in a big way. 

•  A second important factor is that we did not want to 
repeat the experience of what happened in the nuclear 
domain. We don’t want a Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons or NPT-like mechanism to come about in 
the space domain that would actually lead to a ban on 
India’s future ASAT tests. 
 

 



 

www.vaidicslucknow Page 2 
 

About the Anti-satellite: 

Ø Anti-satellite weapons (ASAT) are space weapons designed 
to incapacitate or destroy satellites for strategic 
military purposes. Several nations possess operational 
ASAT systems.  

Ø Although no ASAT system has yet been utilized in 
warfare, a few nations have shot down their own satellites 
to demonstrate their ASAT capabilities in a show of force. 
Only the United States, Russia, China, and India have 
demonstrated this capability successfully. 

Ø The development and design of anti-satellite weapons has 
followed a number of paths. The initial efforts by the US and 
the USSR were using ground-launched missiles from the 
1950s; many more exotic proposals came afterwards. 
 

About the PSLV-C45: 

• The PSLV-C45 was launched from the Second launch pad 
of the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota, 
Andhra pradesh,India.  

• The PSLV C45 rocket carried primary payloads like 
EMISAT and secondary payloads like M6P, Bluewalker1, 
four Lemur-2 out of a total of thirty satellites. EMISAT is 
developed by DRDO.  

• The EMISAT satellite is based on the IMS-2 bus inherited 
from SARAL. The nature of the payload has not been 
officially confirmed. 

• It was the first flight of PSLV-QL, having 4 strap-on 
boosters and placed a primary payload EMISAT and a 
secondary payload of Lemur M6P in sun-synchronous 
orbits. 
 

 

********* 
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IMF Report on global economic growth: 

Why in news?  The IMF has recently warned that now is not the 
time for the “self-inflicted” economic wound of trade wars. 

 

Important points of the report: 

• The fund’s economists expect global growth to decelerate 
from 3.6% last year to 3.3% in 2019 tied with 2016 as the 
weakest performance since the recession year 2009. 

• World trade is expected just 3.4%, a sharp slowdown from 
the 4% the IMF had expected when its previous forecast in 
to expand January and down from 3.8% trade growth in 
2018. 

• the current slowdown is jeopardizing the fight against 
extreme poverty, especially in sub-Saharan Africa 

•  It’s the fear that world central banks won’t be able to 
respond effectively if conditions deteriorate. That’s because 
interest rates around the world are already so low there 
isn’t much room to cut them to give growth a jolt. 

• As per IMF, financial markets have rallied this year on 
optimism over “man-made solutions” to the global 
economy’s ailments. 

 

********* 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Sterlite Copper’s plant 
• Sterlite operated the largest copper smelter plant in India, 

in Thoothukudi from 1998 to 2018. This plant was shut 
down by the Government of Tamil Nadu in May 2018 after 
protests from locals but not operational from March 2018. 
The plant also included a refinery, a phosphoric acid 
plant and a sulphuric acid plant. 



 

www.vaidicslucknow Page 4 
 

 

********* 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

Prelims Fact 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        



 

www.vaidicslucknow Page 5 
 

                     
 

 

 

 

 

     

 
  

 


