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VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
Daily Current Affairs – 2019 

(8thApril) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

Cleaning up the mess: the need for a waste 
management policy: 

Why in news?  Hyperconsumption is a curse of our modern 
times. Humans generate monumental amounts of waste, a 
sizeable portion of which is disposed in landfills and through 
waste-to-energy incinerators. However, billions of tonnes of 
garbage, including microplastics, never make it to landfills or 
incinerators and end up in the oceans. This garbage chokes 
marine life and disturbs zooplankton, which are vital to the 
elimination of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. 

 

About: 

• Landfills are seedbeds of methane and other greenhouse 
gases, which contribute to global warming. These toxic 
chemicals poison the soil and their leached run-off makes 
its way into the oceans. And while they do generate energy, 
waste incinerators cause health issues such as cancer. In 
India, nearly 60% of the household waste is wet organic 
waste, with low calorific value. This makes options such 
as waste-to-energy incinerators inefficient. We need to 
design incinerators that are suited to Indian conditions. 

• It does seem overwhelming, but there are solutions to the 
garbage pandemic through the crucial processes of material 
recycling and composting. Efficient composting is possible 
through an optimal combination of microbes and 
temperature to produce a nutrient-dense soil 
conditioner. 
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• Mathangi Swaminathan, in her article in Economic and 
Political Weekly, sheds light on India’s broken waste 
management system. In India, less than 60% of waste is 
collected from households and only 15% of urban waste is 
processed. 

• There are several problems in India in how waste is treated. 
First, segregation of waste into organic, recyclable and 
hazardous categories is not enforced at source.  

• As a result, mixed waste lands up in the landfills, where 
waste-pickers, in hazardous conditions, try to salvage the 
recyclables, which are of poor quality and quantity by then. 
Second, ideally, waste management should not be offered 
free of cost to residents. Only if residents pay will they 
realise the importance of segregation and recycling. 
Third, there is the issue of logistical contractors who are 
motivated to dump more garbage in landfills as their 
compensation is proportional to the tonnage of waste. 

• They are also prone to illegally dump waste at unauthorised 
sites to reduce transportation costs. Fourth, and 
importantly, organic farming and composting are not 
economically attractive to the Indian farmer, as chemical 
pesticides are heavily subsidised, and the compost is not 
efficiently marketed. 

• We need a comprehensive waste management policy that 
stresses the need for decentralised garbage disposal 
practices, This will incentivise private players to 
participate. Unless these concerns are addressed, what will 
we tell our children who inherit this planet? That our 
greatest existential challenge, climate change, was also 
facilitated by garbage? 
 
 

********* 

Emission testing centres seek time for transition to 
Vahan, e-register: 
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Why in news?  Members of the Motor Vehicle Emission 
Testing Centres’ Association have appealed to the State 
Transport Authority to extend time by three months to make 
the shift to ‘Vahan,’ a national e-register of vehicles. 

 

About: 

• The State Transport Commissioner had directed testing 
centres across Tamil Nadu to begin uploading data on 
pollution emission of transport and non-transport 
vehicles on the portal, starting April 1. Until now, 
individual States had their own logs of registered vehicles. 

• R. Ramakrishnan, president of Motor Vehicle Emission 
Testing Centres’ Association, presents a number of reasons 
for the 250-odd centres across Tamil Nadu not moving to 
the portal. There are 13 centres in Madurai. He says that 
the association is willing to comply and present data on the 
e-register but they do not possess the required technology to 
make the switch. 

• To protest against the immediate order to transfer to the 
Vahan portal, 13 centres in Madurai, who are members of 
the association, refused to issue fitness certificates to 
vehicles on April 1 and 2. 

• “Our centres use 10-year-old vehicle emission testing 
machines to check carbon levels. They should be 
periodically upgraded but it has not happened because of 
high cost. Similarly, we have old computers and poor 
Internet connectivity. To upgrade the existing services, it 
would cost each centre at least Rs. 3 lakh and three months 
time to adapt to new technology,”  

• These private emission testing centres have a five-year 
licence to test pollution levels in vehicles. Since they are 
private firms, they do not receive any assistance from the 
government with respect to technological upgradation. They 
charge Rs. 30 for two-wheelers, Rs. 50 for four-wheelers 
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and Rs. 100 for heavy and commercial vehicles for 
issuing emission certificates. 

• The emission certificate is necessary to renew the fitness 
certificate of the vehicle and its insurance. Mr. 
Ramakrishnan says that insurance companies do not insist 
on FC for yearly insurance renewal. 

• He adds that there is a need to raise the fee collected for 
testing. “The fee has remained the same since checking 
of pollution emission was introduced in 1998. How will 
we make ends meet unless the fee is hiked,”  

• A senior official of the State Transport department says that 
they will take up the plea for extension at a meeting to be 
held in Chennai on recently. He adds that other issues, 
including price rise, will be discussed then. 

 

 

********* 

Fungus immune to drugs is secretly sweeping the 
globe:  

Why in news?  In May, an elderly man was admitted to 
Mount Sinai Hospital in Brooklyn, U.S., for abdominal 
surgery. A blood test revealed that he was infected with a 
newly discovered germ as deadly as it was mysterious. 
Doctors swiftly isolated him in the intensive care unit. 

 

About: 

• The germ, a fungus called Candida auris , preys on people 
with weakened immune systems, and it is quietly 
spreading across the globe. Over the past five years, it has 
hit a neonatal unit in Venezuela, swept through a hospital 
in Spain, forced a prestigious British medical centre to 
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shut down its intensive care unit, and taken root in India, 
Pakistan and South Africa. 

• The man at Mount Sinai died after 90 days in the hospital, 
but C. auris did not. Tests showed it was everywhere in his 
room, so invasive that the hospital needed special cleaning 
equipment and had to rip out some of the ceiling and 
floor tiles to eradicate it. 

• “Everything was positive — the walls, the bed, the doors, the 
curtains, the phones, the sink, the whiteboard, the poles, 
the pump,”  “The mattress, the bed rails, the canister 
holes, the window shades, the ceiling, everything in the 
room was positive.” 

• C. auris is so tenacious, in part, because it is impervious to 
major antifungal medications, making it a new example of 
one of the world’s most intractable health threats: the rise of 
drug-resistant infections. 

• For decades, public health experts have warned that the 
overuse of antibiotics was reducing the effectiveness of 
drugs that have lengthened life spans by curing 
bacterial infections once commonly fatal. But lately, 
there has been an explosion of resistant fungi as well, 
adding a new and frightening dimension to a phenomenon 
that is undermining a pillar of modern medicine. 

• Simply put, fungi, just like bacteria, are evolving 
defences to survive medicines. 

• Antibiotics and antifungals are both essential to combat 
infections in people, but antibiotics are also used widely to 
prevent disease in farm animals, and antifungals are also 
applied to prevent agricultural plants from rotting. 

• Some scientists cite evidence that rampant use of fungicides 
on crops is contributing to the surge in drug-resistant fungi 
infecting humans. 
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Cloaked in secrecy: 

Ø Yet as the problem grows, it is little understood by the 
public — in part because the very existence of resistant 
infections is often cloaked in secrecy. 

Ø With bacteria and fungi alike, hospitals and local 
governments are reluctant to disclose outbreaks for fear of 
being seen as infection hubs. 

Ø All the while, the germs are easily spread — carried on 
hands and equipment inside hospitals; ferried on meat 
and manure-fertilized vegetables from farms; transported 
across borders by travellers and on exports and imports; 
and transferred by patients from nursing home to hospital 
and back. 

 

********* 
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