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VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
Daily Current Affairs – 2019 

(6thApril) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

‘Deaths from C-sections high in developing 
countries’: 

Why in news?  Maternal deaths following caesarean 
sections in low and middle-income countries are 100 times 
higher than that in high-income countries, with up to a third 
of all babies dying, according to data from 12 million 
pregnancies. This according to a new review published in The 
Lancet, which has considered 196 studies from 67 low and 
middle-income countries. 

 

About: 

• Information released by the World Health Organisation 
under its sexual and reproductive health section further 
adds from the study that data from 1990 to 2017 show 
that a quarter of all women who died while giving birth in 
low and middle-income countries had undergone 
caesarean section. 

• “The outcomes for women in low and middle-income 
countries are far worse than we expected,” said first author, 
Dr. Soha Sobhy of Queen Mary University of London. 

 

Risk of complications 

• Dr. Ana Pilar Betrán, medical officer, WHO, said the 
overuse and underuse of caesarean section were a current 
global concern and the focus of debates and research. 
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• “In many low and middle-income countries, overuse and 
underuse coexist making it particularly difficult to increase 
the provision of caesarean section to those women in need 
without aggravating the overuse which, in turn, places 
women at higher risk of complications,”  

• Every year, 3 lakh women die during childbirth, 99% of 
whom are from low and middle-income countries. Timely 
access to caesarean section when needed is required for safe 
childbirth, but ‘too little, too late,’ or ‘too many, too 
soon’ are part of a problem and not a solution,  

• A third of all deaths following caesarean section were 
attributed to postpartum haemorrhage (32%), 19% to pre-
eclampsia, 22% to sepsis, and 14% to anaesthesia-related 
causes. 
 
 

Reasons: 

• While many women in need of caesarean sections still do 
not have access to caesarean section particularly in low 
resource settings, many others undergo the procedure 
unnecessarily, for reasons which are not medically justified. 
 

• Lead author Professor Shakila Thangaratinam, Queen Mary 
University of London, added: “Caesarean sections are the 
most commonly performed operation worldwide. They 
are meant to be life saving for both mother and the baby. 
Now that we know the risk factors and countries associated 
with poor outcomes, we can make a more targeted effort so 
that timely and safe caesarean sections can be carried out 
wherever they are needed.” 
 

 
********* 
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Kerala forests home to new spider species: 

Why in news?  A group of jumping spiders that mostly 
occurs in Eurasia and Africa has been spotted for the first time 
in Ernakulam’s Illithodu forests by arachnologists from 
Kochi’s Sacred Heart College, Thevara. The team also found 
that the spider belonging to the genus (a taxonomic classification 
above species) Habrocestum is a species new to science. 

 

About: 

• The team came across the different-looking spiders — six of 
them, predominantly brownish-black in colour with white 
and creamy-yellow patches — while conducting a routine 
survey (funded by the Department of Science and 
Technology-Science and Engineering Research Board) for 
ground-dwelling spiders in the Illithodu reserve forests of 
the Malayatoor forest division, barely 60 km from here. 
Back in their laboratory, they examined the physical 
features of males and females under a microscope and 
photographed them. They also compared these to similar-
looking spider specimens collected earlier from the 
Thattekkad Bird Sanctuary. 
 
 

Distinct feature: 

• A detailed examination of the spiders’ physical features 
revealed that they belong to the genus Habrocestum that 
has been recorded mostly in Eurasia and Africa and never 
in India, till now. Comparisons with studies of European 
Habrocestum spiders revealed that the spiders from 
Illithode are a new species altogether, for they had distinctly 
different reproductive organs. 
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Single spine: 

 

• The spider also has a single long spine on the underside of 
both its first legs, and this gave it its scientific name 
Habrocestum longispinum (after Latin ‘ longe’ meaning 
long and ‘ spinae ’ for spine). 

• “It measures just around 2 mm and seems to prefer dry 
habitats, dwelling in forest litter,” said Mathew M. Joseph, 
assistant professor (Department of Zoology and Division 
of Arachnology at Sacred Heart College) and one of the 
team members who co-authored the study published in the 
Journal of Natural History last month. 

• While more detailed ecological studies are required, threats 
could include unregulated tourism activities and even 
climate change (which could affect the small insects by 
altering the specific micro-climates that they prefer), he 
said. 

• The study extends the range of these spiders to India. The 
discovery also lends support to the continental drift theory 
that suggests that the world’s continents were one large, 
contiguous landmass where these creatures thrived many 
millions of years ago, added Dr. Joseph. 

 

********* 

 

Facts for Prelims: 

v National Maritime Day: 2019: 

• National Maritime Day is celebrated every year on April 5 in 
India. This time the national sea day is important because 
because on this day, on April 5, 1919, the first Indian 
Ship was on a journey from Mumbai to Britain (Mumbai 
to Britain). 
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• In the memory of this, from 1964 every year on 5th April 
the National Sea Day is celebrated. 

• The objective of celebrating this day is to make people aware 
of the activities of the Indian shipping industry as well as 
its vital role in India's economy. 

 

************* 
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