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VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
Daily Current Affairs – 2019 

(29thMarch) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

4 ecotourism centres closed in Wayanad: 

Why in news?  The entry of tourists to four major 
ecotourism centres under the South Wayanad Forest Division 
in Wayanad district has been closed as per a directive of the 
Kerala High Court. 

 

About: 

• The court issued an interim stay on March 21 to stay all 
ecotourism activities in the forest division on a petition filed 
by the Wayanad Prakriti Samrakshana Samiti, an 
environmental organisation. 

• The Soochipara waterfalls under the Meppadi forest range, 
Kuruva islets on the Kabani under the Chethalayath forest 
range, Chembra peak under the Meppadi forest range, and 
the Meenmutty waterfalls at Padinharethara, under the 
Kalpetta forest range, had been closed as per the court 
directive. 

• Tourists had already been barred from Chembra and 
Meenmutty from the middle of January owing to risk of 
wildfire. 

• The government was required to frame a State-level 
ecotourism strategy in tune with a framework prepared by 
the Centre. However, the State had failed to form the 
strategy. The other ecotourism centres in the district, 
including Muthanga and Tholpetty under the Wayanad 
Wildlife Sanctuary, had already been closed to avoid fire 
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risk and ensure free movement of wildlife during the 
summer. 
 
 

********* 

India despatches fourth ship to Mozambique with aid: 

Why in The Indian Navy has dispatched a fourth ship to 
Mozambique hit by tropical cyclone Idai to assist in disaster 
relief. 

 

About: 

• “INS Magar , an amphibious warfare vessel, departed 
Mumbai for Port Beira in Mozambique with essential relief 
material for the cyclone ravaged areas,”  

• The warship is carrying 300 tonnes of relief supplies, 
including essential medicines, anti-epidemic drugs, food 
provisions, clothing, repair and rehabilitation 
equipment, and temporary shelters. The ship also has a 
Chetak naval light utility helicopter that will be used in the 
ongoing relief operations. 

• INS Magar is bound for Port Beira and will join INS Sujata, 
Shardul and Sarathi that are already operating there for 
over 10 days. The three ships were on deployment off 
Mauritius coast before they were diverted on the request of 
the government of Mozambique. 

• The Indian Navy was the first responder to reach 
Mozambique, which has been devastated by the cyclone. 

• The Navy has set up three medical camps at Port Beira, 
Gaura-Gaurathe Island and Matadoura School, 
Imnhamizua. A community kitchen was also set up and 
kept open around the clock.  
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********* 

                               Facts For Prelims: 

 

v Golan Heights: 
 

 US President Donald Trump has recently signed a declaration 
recognizing Israel's sovereignty over the occupied Syrian Golan 
Heights, contrary to international laws. 
 

• Israel captured the Golan in the 1967 Middle East war and 
annexed it in 1981 in a move not recognized internationally. 
 

• A UN Security Council resolution adopted unanimously by 
the 15-member body in 1981 declared that Israel’s “decision 
to impose its laws, jurisdiction and administration in the 
occupied Syrian Golan Heights is null and void. 
 

v Resolution 2462: 

The UNO has passed a resolution 2462 that will suppress & 
monitor the terror funding/financing across the world . 
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