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VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
Daily Current Affairs – 2019 

(16thMarch) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

Exports rise 2.44%; trade deficit narrows: 

Why in news?  A marginal 2.44% increase in exports as 
well as lower imports of gold and petroleum products in 
February, significantly narrowed the country’s trade deficit to 
$9.6 billion, according to data released by the Commerce 
Ministry on recently. 

 

About: 

• India’s merchandise exports rose to $26.67 billion in 
February from $26.03 in the year-ago month mainly on 
account of higher shipments in sectors such as 
pharmaceutical, engineering and electronics. 

• Imports declined by 5.4% to $36.26 billion in the last 
month, narrowing the trade deficit to $9.6 billion. The gap 
between imports and exports was $12.3 billion in February 
2018 and $14.73 billion in January 2019. 

• As per the data, the drop in imports was mainly on account 
of sharp decline in inward shipments of gold and 
petroleum products. 

 

Gold import falls: 

• While the import of gold fell by about 11% to $2.58 billion in 
February, as against $2.89 billion in the corresponding 
month last fiscal, inward shipments of petroleum products 
were down by nearly 8% to $9.37 billion. During the April-
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February period of the current fiscal year, exports grew 
8.85% to $298.47 billion, while imports rose by 9.75% to 
$464 billion. The trade deficit has widened to $165.52 
billion during the 11 months of the current fiscal from 
$148.55 billion compared to the year-ago period, the 
data said. 

• Non-petroleum and non-gems and jewellery exports in 
February 2019 stood at $19.87 billion, as compared to 
$18.90 billion in the year-ago month. Non-petroleum and 
non-gems and jewellery exports in April-February 2018-19 
were $217.43 billion, as against $201.95 billion in the 
comparative period last fiscal. 

• President of exporters’ body FIEO Ganesh Kumar Gupta 
said 18 out of 30 major product groups were in positive 
territory, with most of them with marginal growth during 
the month. “However, with this trend, we will be able to 
achieve merchandise exports of about $330 billion, the 
highest ever exports for a fiscal,”  

• Meanwhile, RBI said services exports in January 2019 
were $17.75 billion, registering a negative growth of 1.02% 
over December 2018. 

 

********* 

A fresh warning: what GEO-6 means for India: 

Why in news?  The sixth edition of the Global 
Environment Outlook from the UN Environment Programme 
has come as another stark warning: the world is unsustainably 
extracting resources and producing unmanageable quantities of 
waste. The linear model of economic growth depends on the 
extraction of ever-higher quantities of materials, leading to 
chemicals flowing into air, water and land. This causes ill-
health and premature mortality, and affects the quality of 
life, particularly for those unable to insulate themselves from 
these effects. 
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About: 

• The UN report, GEO-6, on the theme “Healthy Planet, 
Healthy People,” has some sharp pointers for India. It 
notes that East and South Asia have the highest number of 
deaths due to air pollution; by one estimate, it killed 
about 1.24 million in India in 2017.  

• As India’s population grows, it must worry that agricultural 
yields are coming under stress due to increase in average 
temperature and erratic monsoons. The implications of 
these forecasts for food security and health are all too 
evident, more so for the 148 million people living in 
severe weather ‘hotspots’.  

• Evidently, the task before India is to recognise the 
human cost of poorly enforced environment laws and 
demonstrate the political will necessary to end 
business-as-usual policies. That would mean curbing the 
use of fossil fuels and toxic chemicals across the spectrum 
of economic activity. 
 

• Aggressive monitoring of air quality in cities through 
scaled-up facilities would bring about a consensus on 
cutting emissions of greenhouse gases, and provide the 
impetus to shift to cleaner sources of energy.  

• It is significant that GEO-6 estimates that the top 10% 
of populations globally, in terms of wealth, are 
responsible for 45% of GHG emissions, and the bottom 
50% for only 13%. Pollution impacts are, however, borne 
more by the poorer citizens. 

•  Combating air pollution would, therefore, require all older 
coal-based power plants in India to conform to emission 
norms at the earliest, or to be shut down in favour of 
renewable energy sources.  
 

 

********* 
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Neolithic diet helped develop ‘f’ sound: 

Why in news?  Changes to the human diet prompted by 
Neolithic advances in agriculture played a role in human jaw 
evolution that allowed people to pronounce the consonants ‘f’ 
and ‘v’,  

 

About: 

• Their work — which combines linguistics, speech science 
and paleoanthropology — was published in the journal 
Science on recently. The study indicates that language is 
not merely a random product of history but was also linked 
to biological changes at the time. 

• The Neolithic era — from 6,000 B.C. to 2,100 B.C. — was 
when wheat and barley-based farming took root and 
animals such as goats, sheep and cows were domesticated. 

• “Language is not usually studied as a biological 
phenomenon and it does not normally figure in, say, the 
curriculum of biology,”  

• Man, before the Neolithic era, used his teeth quickly to 
chew the products of his hunting and gathering. 

• While the upper incisors covered the lower ones in children, 
wear and tear led to an “edge-to-edge bite” in adults, 
prehistoric skulls show — positioning that made it difficult 
to make certain sounds. 

• If one were to put the upper and lower incisors or “front 
teeth” directly on top of each other and try to say “f” or “v”, 
one would find it very difficult, the researchers said. The 
sounds are called labiodental consonants, which require 
the combined action of the lower lip and the upper 
teeth. 

• Starting in the Neolithic era, hunter-gatherers learned 
techniques to process food. 

• “There were chiefly types of gruel or porridge, stews and 
soups, but also daily products like milk, cheese and 
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yoghurt that came about through food processing 
technologies that led to the softer diets,”  

• Dental wear-and-tear was curtailed thanks to the softer 
diet, and the upper incisors maintained their adolescent 
position: over the lower teeth, as in today’s humans. 

• Language is shaped not only by the contingencies of its 
history, but also by culturally induced changes in human 
biology. 

 

 

********* 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Pink Taxes: 
• Pink Tax is an Invisible Cost (Invisible Cost) paid by 

women. This amount has to be paid for those products 
which are specially designed for them. 

• A study done in New York has found that the cost of 
products made for women is 7% higher than those made for 
men. In terms of personal care products, this difference 
increases up to 13%. 

  

********* 

 

 
   

 


