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VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
Daily Current Affairs – 2019 

(14thMarch) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

Fresh ‘yellow’ warning for Himachal: 

Why in news?  The meteorological department has issued a 
fresh ‘yellow’ weather warning for snowfall and rain in 
Himachal Pradesh for recently. 

 

About: 

• The centre has also forecast rain and snowfall in the State 
till recently. 

• Snowfall and rain are likely to occur in mid-hills and 
thunderstorm with lightning and hail very likely to 
occur in low hills and plains of the State on recently, the 
weather office said. 

• Meanwhile, the weather in the State remained mainly dry in 
the last 24 hours due to slight improvement in minimum 
temperatures, said Shimla Centre Director Manmohan 
Singh.  

• While the minimum temperatures increased by 2 to 3 
degrees Celsius, the maximum temperatures increased by 
5 to 6 deg. C during last 24 hours.  

 

 About Yellow Warning:  

Yellow warnings can be issued for a range of weather 
situations. Many are issued when it is likely that the weather 
will cause some low level impacts, including some disruption to 
travel in a few places. 
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Amber Warning: There is an increased likelihood of impacts 
from severe weather, which could potentially disrupt your 
plans. This means there is the possibility of travel delays, road 
and rail closures, power cuts and the potential risk to life and 
property. 

Red Warning: Dangerous weather is expected and, if you haven’t 
already done so, you should take action now to keep yourself 
and others safe from the impact of the severe weather. 

 

********* 

Much to gain if Paris climate goals are met’: 

Why in news?  India could save at least $3 trillion (Rs. 
210 trillion approx.) in healthcare costs if it implemented 
policy initiatives consistent with ensuring that the globe 
didn’t heat up beyond 1.5 degrees Celsius by the turn of the 
century, says the sixth edition of the Global Environmental 
Outlook (GEO), prepared by the United Nations Environment 
Programme. 

 

About: 

• “Damage to the planet is so dire that people’s health will 
be increasingly threatened unless urgent action is 
taken….Unless environmental protections were drastically 
scaled up, cities and regions in Asia, the Middle East and 
Africa could see millions of premature deaths by mid-
century,”  

• India’s stated commitment is to lower emissions intensity of 
its GDP by 33-35% compared to 2005 levels by 2030; 
increase total cumulative electricity generation from fossil 
free energy sources to 40% by 2030, and create 
additional carbon sink of 2.5 to 3 billion tons through 
additional forest and tree cover. 
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• India is on track to achieve two of these goals — of 
emissions intensity and electricity generation — 
according to independent climate-watch site Climate 
Tracker. 

• However these actions are only enough — and provided 
other countries too live up to their commitments — to limit 
temperature rise to 2 degrees. 

• For India to leapfrog onto a 1.5-degree pathway it would 
have to “abandon plans to build new coal-fired power 
plants,” said Climate Tracker’s most updated analysis as of 
Dec 2018. 

 

********* 

Environment damage behind a quarter of premature 
deaths, diseases:  

Why in news?   A quarter of all premature deaths and 
diseases worldwide are due to manmade pollution and 
environmental damage, the United Nations said on recently in a 
landmark report on the planet’s parlous state. 

 

About: 

• Deadly emissions, chemicals polluting drinking water, 
and the accelerating destruction of ecosystems crucial 
to the livelihoods of billions of people are driving a 
worldwide epidemic that hampers the global economy, it 
warned. 

• The Global Environment Outlook (GEO) — a report six 
years in the making compiled by 250 scientists from 70 
nations — depicts a growing chasm between rich and 
poor countries as rampant overconsumption, pollution 
and food waste in the developed world leads to hunger, 
poverty and disease elsewhere. 
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• As greenhouse gas emissions continue to rise amid a 
preponderance of droughts, floods and superstorms made 
worse by climbing sea levels, there is a growing political 
consensus that climate change poses a future risk to 
billions. 

• But the health impacts of pollution, deforestation and the 
mechanised food-chain are less well understood. 

• Nor is there any international agreement for the 
environment close to covering what the 2015 Paris accord 
does for climate. 

 

Health emergencies 

Ø The GEO compiles a litany of pollution-related health 
emergencies. 

Ø It said that poor environmental conditions “cause 
approximately 25% of global disease and mortality” — 
around 9 million deaths in 2015 alone. 

Ø Lacking access to clean drinking supplies, 1.4 million 
people die each year from preventable diseases such as 
diarrhoea and parasites linked to pathogen-riddled water 
and poor sanitation. 

Ø Chemicals pumped into the seas cause “potentially multi-
generational” adverse health effects, and land degradation 
through mega-farming and deforestation occurs in areas of 
earth home to 3.2 billion people. air pollution causes 6-7 
million early deaths annually. A root-and-branch 
detoxification of human behaviour while insisting that 
the situation is not unassailable. 

Ø Food waste for instance, which accounts for 9% of 
global greenhouse gas emissions, could be slashed. The 
world currently throws away a third of all food produced. In 
richer nations, 56% goes to waste. 

Ø It also called for a rapid drawdown in greenhouse gas 
emissions and pesticide use to improve air and water 
quality. 
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********* 

Facts for Prelims: 

• TIR (Transports Internationaux Routiers) Convention:  

The Convention on International Transport of Goods Under Cover 
of TIR Carnets is a multilateral treaty that was concluded at 
Geneva on 14 November 1975 to simplify and harmonise the 
administrative formalities of international road transport.  

• India has ratified it. 

  

********* 

 

 
   

 


