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VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
Daily Current Affairs – 2019 

(12thMarch) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

‘Sirsi Supari’ gets GI tag: 

Why in news?  For the first time in the arecanut sector, 
‘Sirsi Supari’ grown in Uttara Kannada has received the 
Geographic Indication (GI) tag. It is cultivated in Yellapura, 
Siddapura and Sirsi taluks. 

 

About: 

• Totgars’ Cooperative Sale Society Ltd., Sirsi, is the 
registered proprietor of the GI. 

• The Registrar of Geographical Indications, under the Union 
government, Chennai issued the certificate to the society 
on March 4, 2019.  

• Its GI number is 464. According to it, the particular 
arecanut “is medium in size, somewhat flat and rounded 
in shape, somewhat ash coloured, and has a hard seed.” 

• The arecanut grown in these taluks have unique features 
such as a round and flattened coin shape, particular 
texture, size, cross-sectional views, taste, etc. These 
features are not seen in arecanut grown in any other 
regions. Its average dry weight is 7.5 g and average 
thickness is 16 mm. 

• This particular variety has a unique taste due to differences 
in chemical composition. The total average flavonoids 
content in it is around 90 whereas in others it is around 
80. 
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• The total carbohydrates in ‘Sirsi Supari’ are 23% to 26%, 
total arecoline is 0.11% to 0.13%, total tannin content is 
14.5% to 17.5%. 

 

********* 

Plastic in focus at UN environment forum:  

Why in news?  Countries from around the world set their 
sights recently on a pivotal deal to curb plastic waste, a source 
of long-term pollution and worsening contamination of the 
ocean’s food chain. 

 

About: 

• Thousands of delegates, business leaders and campaigners 
are in Nairobi for the five-day UN Environment 
Assembly, the top annual forum on the planet’s 
environmental crisis. 

• The UN wants individual countries to sign up to 
“significantly” reduce plastic production, including a 
phasing out of single-use plastics by 2030 — a goal 
inspired by the 2015 Paris Agreement on voluntary 
reductions of carbon emissions. 

• The world currently produces more than 300 million 
tonnes of plastics annually, and there are at least five 
trillion plastic pieces floating in our oceans. 
Microplastics have been found in the deepest sea trenches 
and high up the earth’s tallest peaks, and plastic 
consumption is growing year-on-year. 
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UN reports 

• “Plastic is a very good material, it’s durable, flexible and 
light,” “This means we should make the best out of it for as 
long as possible instead of disposing of it.” 

• The Nairobi meeting comes against the backdrop of series of 
UN reports outlining in stark terms the damage mankind is 
doing to the planet, much of it due to reckless consumption. 
“These things are all linked: climate, the environment, 
waste,” 

• The cost of ecosystems loss through agriculture, 
deforestation and pollution was a much as $20 trillion since 
1995. 

• The One Planet Summit on recently will bring together 
heads of State, including French President Emmanuel 
Macron and Kenyan counterpart Uhuru Kenyatta to lend 
political clout to the process. 

 

 

********* 

India is world’s 2nd largest arms importer: 

Why in news?  India was the world’s second largest arms 
importer from 2014-18, ceding the long-held tag as largest 
importer to Saudi Arabia, which accounted for 12% of the total 
imports during the period.  

 

About: 

• “India was the world’s second largest importer of major 
arms in 2014–18 and accounted for 9.5% of the global 
total,” according to the latest report published by the 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute 
(SIPRI) on recently. 
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• Indian imports decreased by 24% between 2009-13 and 
2014-18, partly due to delays in deliveries of arms 
produced under licence from foreign suppliers, such as 
combat aircraft ordered from Russia in 2001 and 
submarines ordered from France in 2008,  

• Russia accounted for 58% of Indian arms imports in 
2014–18, compared with 76% in 2009-13. Israel, the U.S. 
and France all increased their arms exports to India in 
2014-18. 

• However, the Russian share in Indian imports is likely to 
sharply go up for the next five-year period as India signed 
several big-ticket deals recently, and more are in the 
pipeline. These include S-400 air defence systems, four 
stealth frigates, AK-203 assault rifles, a second nuclear 
attack submarine on lease, and deals for Kamov-226T 
utility helicopters, Mi-17 helicopters and short-range air 
defence systems.  

• Pakistan stood at the 11th position accounting for 2.7% 
of all global imports. Its biggest source was China, from 
which 70% of arms were sourced, followed by the U.S. at 
8.9% and, interestingly, Russia at 6%. 

• Globally, the volume of international transfers of major 
arms in 2014-18 was 7.8% higher than in 2009-13 and 23% 
higher than in 2004-2008. The five largest exporters in 
2014-18 were the United States, Russia, France, Germany 
and China together accounting for 75% of the total 
volume of arms exports in 2014-18. “The flow of arms 
increased to the Middle East between 2009-13 and 2014-18, 
while there was a decrease in flows to all other regions,”  

• China, which has emerged as a major arms exporter, has 
increased its share by 2.7% for 2014-18 compared to 
2009-13. Its biggest customers are Pakistan and 
Bangladesh. 

• As Indian imports reduced, the impact was on Russian 
exports of major arms, which decreased by 17% between 
2009-13 and 2014-18.  this was partly due to “general 
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reductions in Indian and Venezuelan arms imports”, 
which have been among the main recipients of Russian 
arms exports in previous years. 
 
 

 
********* 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Girnar Wildlife Sanctuary: 
• Gir National Park and Wildlife Sanctuary, also known as 

Sasan Gir, is a forest and wildlife sanctuary near Talala Gir 
in Gujarat, India. It is part of the Kathiawar-Gir dry 
deciduous forests ecoregion. 

 

********* 

 

 
  


