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VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
Daily Current Affairs – 2019 

(11thMarch) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

EC ducks issue of greater VVPAT usage: 

Why in news?  Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora on 
recently said the committee of experts from the Indian 
Statistical Institute, constituted to determine a feasible 
threshold for counting of Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail 
(VVPAT) slips, would submit its report before the conclusion of 
the Lok Sabha election process. 

About: 

• In February, leaders of Opposition parties approached the 
Election Commission (EC) expressing concern over the 
possibility of electronic voting machines (EVMs) being 
tampered with. They demanded that 50% of the EVM 
results be matched and cross-checked with VVPAT slips 
before declaring the Lok Sabha election results. 

 

About the Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT): 

• Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) machines are 
used during election process to verify that the vote 
polled by a voter goes to the correct candidate.  

• VVPATs are a second line of verification and are 
particularly useful in the time when allegations around 
Electronic Voting Machines’ tampering crop up. Parties 
have been making regular demands for VVPATs to be used 
during elections after alleging EVMs may not be 
completely secure and tamper proof. 
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Working procedure of VVPATs 

• After a voter presses the button on the EVM against the 
chosen candidate, the VVPAT prints a slip containing 
name of the candidate and the election symbol and 
drops it automatically into a sealed box.  

• The machines give the chance for the voter to verify their 
vote. The machine is placed in a glass case in a way that 
only the voter can see it. The slip is displayed to the voter 
for seven seconds after which the VVPAT machine cuts 
it and drops in into the storage box with a beep. The 
machines can be accessed, though, by the polling officials 
and not by the voter. 

• The Election Commission of India has not conceded to any 
allegation that the EVMs used for polling can be tampered 
with. However, VVPATs have been used in some elections in 
a bid to counter all allegation of tampering. 

 

********* 

A SWIFT response could have saved banks: 

Why in news?  Much before the Rs. 14,000 crore letters 
of undertaking (LoU) scam came to light at the Punjab National 
Bank in 2018, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) — first in 
August 2016 and twice later — cautioned the banks about the 
possible misuse of the SWIFT infrastructure and directed them to 
implement safeguards.  

 

About: 

• The Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial 
Telecommunication (SWIFT) provides a network that 
enables financial institutions worldwide to send and receive 
information about financial transactions in a secure, 
standardized and reliable environment. SWIFT 
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headquarters, designed by Ricardo Bofill Taller de 
Arquitectura are in La Hulpe, Belgium, near Brussels.  

• SWIFT also sells software and services to financial 
institutions, much of it for use on the SWIFTNet 
network, and ISO 9362. Business Identifier Codes (BICs, 
previously Bank Identifier Codes) are popularly known as 
"SWIFT codes". 

• The majority of international interbank messages use the 
SWIFT network. As of 2015, SWIFT linked more than 
11,000 financial institutions in more than 200 countries 
and territories, who were exchanging an average of over 15 
million messages per day (compared to an average of 2.4 
million daily messages in 1995). 

•  SWIFT transports financial messages in a highly secure 
way but does not hold accounts for its members and does 
not perform any form of clearing or settlement. 

• SWIFT does not facilitate funds transfer: rather, it sends 
payment orders, which must be settled by correspondent 
accounts that the institutions have with each other.  

• Each financial institution, to exchange banking 
transactions, must have a banking relationship by either 
being a bank or affiliating itself with one (or more) so as to 
enjoy those particular business features. 

• SWIFT is a cooperative society under Belgian law owned by 
its member financial institutions with offices around the 
world.  

• The chairman of SWIFT is Yawar Shah, originally from 
Pakistan, and its CEO is Gottfried Leibbrandt, originally 
from the Netherlands. SWIFT hosts an annual conference, 
called Sibos, specifically aimed at the financial services 
industry. 
 

********* 
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Facts for Prelims: 

 

v The mysterious disappearance of F103 
• A Royal Bengal tigress, F03, which strayed out of north-

central Assam’s Orang National Park 16 months ago, had 
set off one of the biggest operations in the State to trap the 
big cat. For more than a year, the tigress outsmarted some 
of the country’s best feline experts, and the Assam Forest 
Department spent a fortune on the effort. 

 

 

********* 

 

 
  

 

 


