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‘Higher exports widen wage inequalities in India’: 

Why in news?  An increase in exports can lead to higher 
wages, mostly for educated and urban workers, and speed a 
move from casual to formal sector jobs. However, it would also 
lead to greater wage inequalities and would not actually grow the 
total labour market, the World Bank (WB) and the 
International Labour Organisation (ILO) said in a report 
released on recently. 

 

About: 

• To ensure that the gains from higher exports benefit a wider 
population, policy changes were needed, Exports to Jobs: 
Boosting the Gains from Trade in South Asia’. The report 
assessed the efficacy of increased exports in dealing with 
the phenomenon of jobless growth, whereby the labour 
market has not kept pace with the region’s high GDP 
growth. 

• A fresh econometric analysis proved that higher exports 
went hand-in-hand with higher wages. 

• “If the value of India’s exports increases by $100 per 
worker, average annual wages would increase by Rs. 572 
per worker,” they estimated.  

• However, the wage improvement was larger for college 
graduates and urban workers; men benefited slightly more 
than women; and rural workers and less-educated 
workers did not benefit. Thus, higher exports also led to 
higher wage inequalities. 
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• To spread the gains from exports more widely, the authors 
suggested policy changes. 

• “An increase in labour-intensive (as opposed to capital-
intensive) production is likely to have a broader impact on 
the wages of workers across all educational backgrounds, 
even those in rural areas,” they opined. Greater 
participation of women and youth in export industries by 
providing targeted skilling opportunities could also help, 
they added. 

 

********* 

Rhinos without borders is conservation credo: 

Why in news?  International boundaries will not come in 
the way of conservation of rhinos, said representatives of Asian 
countries where the one-horned herbivore thrives. 

About: 

• The Sumatran rhino, the smallest of all rhino species and 
the only Asian rhino with two horns, became extinct in 
the wild in Malaysia.  

• “There is only one found now in the Sabah island of 
Malaysia while Indonesia has a few,” Assam-based Bibhab 
Kumar Talukdar, the chair of Asian Rhino Specialist Group 
of IUCN’s Species Survival Commission, said. IUCN expands 
to International Union for Conservation of Nature. 

 

About the IUCN: 

• The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species (also known as 
the IUCN Red List or Red Data List), founded in 1965, 
has evolved to become the world's most comprehensive 
inventory of the global conservation status of biological 
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species. It uses a set of criteria to evaluate the extinction 
risk of thousands of species and subspecies.  

• These criteria are relevant to all species and all regions of 
the world, with its strong scientific base; the IUCN Red 
List is recognized as the most authoritative guide to the 
status of biological diversity.  

• A series of Regional Red List are produced by countries or 
organizations, which assess the risk of extinction to species 
within a political management unit. 

 

 

********* 

By 2040, Arctic summers may turn ice-free: 

Why in news?  The Arctic Ocean could experience ice-free 
summers within the next 20 years — much earlier than 
previously predicted — unless human greenhouse gas 
emissions are greatly reduced, a study warns. 

 

About: 

• The thawing is due to a combination of a natural warming 
phase, coupled with the effects of human-induced climate 
change. 

• Computer models predict climate change will cause the 
Arctic to be nearly free of sea ice during the summer by the 
middle of this century, due to a natural, long-term 
warming phase in the tropical Pacific, in addition to the 
human-caused warming. 

• But a closer examination of long-term temperature cycles 
in the tropical Pacific points towards an ice-free Arctic in 
September, the month with the least sea ice, on the earlier 
side of forecasts. 
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• Though multiple studies have predicted that the Arctic is 
trending towards an ice-free summer around the middle of 
the century, natural temperature fluctuations that occur 
within Earth's oceans, known as the Interdecadal Pacific 
Oscillation (IPO), make it hard to pin down exactly when 
it will occur. 

• Earth's oceans represent an incredibly dynamic 
environment, with shifts in temperature from day to day 
and month to month. Large-scale ocean processes, such 
as the IPO, can cause a relatively dramatic shift. The IPO 
occurs in the tropical Pacific, and goes through distinct 
cycles during which it shifts ocean temperature from 
warm to cold, and then from cold to warm. 

About The Interdecadal Pacific oscillation (IPO):  

It is an oceanographic/meteorological phenomenon similar to the Pacific 
decadal oscillation(PDO), but occurring in a wider area of the Pacific. 
While the PDO occurs in mid-latitudes of the Pacific Ocean in the 
northern hemisphere, the IPO stretches from the southern hemisphere 
into the northern hemisphere. 

 

********** 
Facts for Prelims: 

v Shankumugham Beach: 
• Shankumugham Beach is a beach in Thiruvananthapuram 

district of Kerala, south India. The beach is on the 
western side of Thiruvananthapuram (Trivandrum) and very 
near to Trivandrum International Airport. 

• Recently beach became yellow due discharge of effluents 
from nearby factories. 
 
                  ************* 

 
 


