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54 HAROP attack drones: 

Why in news?  To enhance its unmanned warfare 
capability, the defence ministry has given a nod to acquire 54 
HAROP attack drones from Israel. 

 

About: 

• This unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV), which is very 
effective in combat, looks straight from the star trek series. 
HAROP is little different from usual the drones as it 
doesn’t deliver a rocket or bomb, but becomes a munition 
once it reaches the target. 

 

Features of the HAROP 

1. These are among the deadliest UAVs around the world as they 
can load 20-kilogram ammunition and are very accurate. They 
can remain in the air for about six hours, which makes it very 
efficient during combat. 

2. What makes HAROP a top pick is its capability to be 
launched from a truck or ship-mounted canister. It can also 
be configured for an air-launch. 

3. Once the UAV is in the air, it can be operated by man-in-the-
loop control or it can go about its mission totally autonomously. 
It can use its warhead fitted with a camera system to track 
and engage moving targets. 
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4. It also has a radiation-seeker to sniff out and attack radar 
sites on its own. 

5. It can be equipped to return home autonomously and land 
once its fuel runs low. 

• The Indian Air Force already has an inventory of these 
drones, which are equipped with electro-optical sensors to 
loiter over high-value military targets such as surveillance 
bases and radar stations before exploding them. 

• The forces are also working on developing indigenous 
combat drones, which would be deployed on both the 
China and Pakistan border once the project is completed. 

• Americans have been using the combat drones to carry out 
targeted assassinations of terrorist leaders in 
Afghanistan, Iraq and Pakistan. However, their relatively 
slow unmanned vehicles are not known to be very effective 
in warfare, where the opposition also has a strong air force.  

 

 

*********** 

Assam Rifles granted power to arrest anyone in the 
Northeast: 

Why in news?  Assam Rifles, deployed along the Myanmar 
border, has been empowered by the Centre to arrest anyone and 
search a place without warrant in the border districts of Assam, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Nagaland and Mizoram. 

 

About: 

• “An officer of the rank corresponding to that of the 
lowest rank of members of the Assam Rifles” has been 
given these powers under the Code of Criminal Procedure. 
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• Earlier, Assam Rifles was making arrests only in areas 
where the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act was in 
effect. 

• “They were finding it difficult to make seizures and arrest in 
Mizoram, which doesn’t have AFSPA. This is to basically 
correct that anomaly. As per law, they have to hand over the 
suspects to the local police within 24 hours,” The MHA had 
lifted AFSPA from some areas of Arunachal Pradesh last 
year. 

• Assam Rifles personnel will exercise these powers and 
discharge their duties “under sub-section(1) of section 41, 
sections 47, 48, 49, 51, 53, 54, 149, 150, 151 and 152 
of the CrPC within the local limits of the area comprised 
within the border districts of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Manipur, Nagaland and Mizoram,” the notification said. 

• Section 41 of the CrPC states that any police officer may, 
without an order from a magistrate and without a warrant, 
arrest any person. Section 47 gives powers for search of 
place entered by person sought to be arrested. 

• Section 48 says a police officer may, for the purpose of 
arresting without warrant any person pursue such person 
into any place in India.  

• According to Section 49, the person arrested shall not be 
subjected to more restraint than is necessary to prevent his 
escape.  

 
 

*********** 

‘ILP will be applicable to entire Nagaland, including 
Dimapur’: 

Why in news?  Nagaland Governor P.B. Acharya on 
recently said the government has decided to make the Inner Line 
Permit applicable throughout the State, including the 
commercial hub of Dimapur. 
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About the Inner Line Permit (ILP): 

• Inner Line Permit (ILP) is an official travel document issued 
by the Government of India to allow inward travel of an 
Indian citizen into a protected area for a limited period. 
It is obligatory for Indian citizens from outside those states 
to obtain a permit for entering into the protected state. 

•  The document is an effort by the government to regulate 
movement to certain areas located near the international 
border of India. This is an offshoot of the Bengal Eastern 
Frontier Regulations, 1873, which protected Crown's 
interest in the tea, oil and elephant trade by prohibiting 
"British subjects" from entering into these "Protected 
Areas" (to prevent them from establishing any commercial 
venture that could rival the Crown's agents).  

• The word "British subjects" was replaced by Citizen of 
India in 1950. Despite the fact that the ILP was originally 
created by the British to safeguard their commercial 
interests, it continues to be used in India, officially to 
protect tribal cultures in northeastern India. There are 
different kinds of ILP's, one for tourists and others for 
people who intend to stay for long-term periods, often for 
employment purposes. 

• ILP's valid for tourism purposes are granted as a matter 
of routine. 
 

The states which require the permit are: 

• Arunachal Pradesh — Issued by the secretary (political) of 
the Government of Arunachal Pradesh. It is required for 
entering Arunachal Pradesh through any of the check gates 
across the interstate border with Assam or Nagaland.  

• Mizoram — Issued by the Government of Mizoram. It is 
required for entering Mizoram through any of the check 
gates across the inter-State borders.  

• Nagaland — Issued by the Government of Nagaland. It is 
mandatory for Indian citizens of other states entering 
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Nagaland through any of the check gates across the 
interstate borders. Dimapur, Nagaland's largest city and 
porthead, is the only place in the state which does not 
require an ILP, and Indians arriving by air at Dimapur 
Airport can arrive and stay in the city without one. 

 

*********** 

The Middle East Security Alliance (MESA),: 

Why in news?  More than a year since the agreeing in 
principle on the creation of a regional security alliance, Gulf 
Cooperation Council member states, plus Egypt and Jordan, 
have expressed their continued desire to make the promise a 
reality.  

 

About The Middle East Security Alliance (MESA): 

• The Middle East Security Alliance (MESA), as it is officially 
called, is said to be modelled after the North Atlantic 
Treaty Alliance (NATO), with the United States acting as 
the guarantor of peace and stability.  

• There is much that is unknown about both the final 
composition and security guarantees offered, or even the 
extent of the US role in the proposed alliance. What is 
clear, however, is that even before its creation, the ‘Arab 
NATO’ as some have called it, has already elicited strong 
reaction from commentators and observers in the region. 

• Discussion on the proposed alliance was first reported by 
the Saudi Gazette in May 2017, in the aftermath of the 
Arab Islamic American Summit, which “unveiled plans to 
establish the Middle East Strategic Alliance with the 
objective of establishing peace and security in the region 
and the world.  
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• The process of establishing the Riyadh-based Alliance with 
the participation of many nations will be completed by 
2018, according to a communique, called ‘Riyadh 
Declaration’, adopted at the end of the summit in 
Riyadh.... The leaders emphasized that the summit 
represents a historic turning point in the relations of Arab 
and Muslim worlds with the United States.  

• They voiced satisfaction over the candid and fruitful 
atmosphere in which the summit was held and the 
uniformity in viewpoints and visions of both sides toward 
major regional and global issues.” 

 

 

*********** 
 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Other Traditional Forest Dwellers(OTFD): 
 

• The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers 
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006, is a key piece of 
forest legislation passed in India on 18 December 2006. 

•  It has also been called the Forest Rights Act, the Tribal 
Rights Act, the Tribal Bill, and the Tribal Land Act.  

• The law concerns the rights of forest-dwelling 
communities to land and other resources, denied to them 
over decades as a result of the continuance of colonial forest 
laws in India. 
 

 
 

*********** 
 

 


