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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 

(21thFeb) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

Ghost nets, plastics pose threat to seabirds: 

Why in news?  The unprecedented August 2018 flood has 
washed out a huge amount of plastics from the land and rivers 
into the ocean, threatening marine life and underwater 
ecosystems. Now, scientists have come across evidence that 
migratory birds are also victims of the discarded plastic. 

 

About: 

• Nisanth, a research scholar working on pelagic birds of 
Kerala, has documented the serious implications of plastics 
on seabirds visiting Kerala in this season. He recorded the 
case of a Lesser Black-backed Gull or Heuglin’s Gull 
(Larus fuscus heuglini) with a plastic bottle ring caught 
in its beak. The species is a winter visitor to Kerala and was 
seen at Ponnani. 

• The ring had pierced the bird’s beak and formed a ring 
around its eyes, obstructing its vision during flight. 
According to Mr. Nishanth, the ring could have become 
tangled with the bird’s beak while it was feeding on fish 
from the sea or picking worms from the beach. Heuglin’s 
Gull breeds in the tundra of northern Russia and migrates 
south to southwest Asia, including India, during winter. 

• Scientists feel that nylon fishing nets thrown back into the 
ocean, often referred to as ghost nets, or carried out to the 
sea during the flood, could also pose a serious hazard for 
marine life.  
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• A Lesser Crested Tern (Thalasseus bengalensis), a winter 
visitor to Kerala and found at Thottappally in Alappuzha, 
was documented with a discarded gill net wrapped around 
its beak, limbs and wings. 

• The sight of seabirds ingesting plastics is on the 
increase in Kerala, especially during the period from 
November to February when migratory species visit the 
State.  

 

*********** 

Tejas, world’s lightest fighter, is ‘battle ready’: 

Why in news?  Mark I (MkI) Tejas, the Light Combat 
Aircraft (LCA) designed and developed in India, on recently 
overcame its last hurdle by finally bagging what is called the FOC 
certification. 

 

About: 

• The FOC or final operational clearance, coming on the 
first day of Aero India 2019, certifies that the world’s 
lightest fighter plane is “ready for battle.” 

• As its stakeholders stood in front of an LCA prototype, 
endorsements of the LCA’s fire power came in from none 
other than its prospective user — “It is ready, it behaved 
like a true fighter. This is the proof of the pudding.” The 
Indian Air Force (IAF) would look beyond MkI, too. 
 

About Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) 

• The HAL Tejas is an Indian single-engine, multirole light 
fighter designed by the Aeronautical Development Agency 
(ADA) and Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) for the 
Indian Air Force and Indian Navy.  
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• It came from the Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) programme, 
which began in the 1980s to replace India's ageing MiG-21 
fighters. In 2003, the LCA was officially named "Tejas" 

• In a significant achievement and a major step towards 
Final Operational Clearance (FOC) of LCA Tejas, the mid-
air refuelling of ‘wet contact’ trial for LCA Tejas MK-1 was 
successfully carried out today from an Indian Air Force 
base.  

• The trial was a part of the Air-to-Air refuelling flight tests 
conducted by IAF. 
 

 
 

*********** 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Fateh Submarine: 

• Recently, a submarine built in Iran called Fatah in Abbas 
port has been unveiled, which is equipped with the latest 
technology and has the capacity to leave the cruise 
missile. 

• Its antagonistic capacity is 2,000 km from surface to 
surface. That is. Thus it is worthy to reach the US military 
bases in Israel and the Middle East region. 

 

v GSTR-3B 

• The GSTR-3B is a consolidated summary return of 
inward and outward supplies that the Government of India 
has introduced as a way to relax the requirements for 
businesses that have recently transitioned to GST. 

• Since a lot of small and medium businesses have been 
using manual accounting methods, filing returns within 
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the July 2017 deadlines would be difficult for many of 
these businesses.  

• Hence, from July 2017 to June 2018, tax payments will be 
based on a simple return called the GSTR-3B.  

 
 

*********** 
 

 
 

   

 


