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Gehlot govt. gears up for social accountability Bill: 

 Why in news?  After a protracted campaign of civil rights 
groups, the Congress government in Rajasthan has started the 
process for bringing the legislation on social accountability, 
which will make officials accountable for timely delivery of 
public goods and services as citizens’ entitlement. The Bill will 
also set up a grievance redressal mechanism starting from village 
panchayats. 

 

About  

• The Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan, led by social 
activist and Magsaysay Award winner Aruna Roy, had 
proposed a draft law to the State government.  

• The official draft has incorporated the suggested provisions 
for transparency in governance, citizens’ participation, 
accountability in delivery of services, decentralisation of 
the process and establishment of an independent grievance 
redressal structure. 

• Through the Rajasthan Social Accountability Bill, the 
government intends to ensure the right of every person or 
group of persons to get time-bound delivery of goods 
and services and be entitled for redressal of complaints, 
with the provision for penalty on erring officials and 
compensation to the public. 
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Social Accountability: 

• Social Accountability (SAc) is a process of constructive 
engagement between citizens and government to check 
the conduct and performance of public officials, politicians, 
and service providers as they use public resources to deliver 
services, improve community welfare, and protect 
people’s rights. 

• Through SAc action, citizens are connected to government. 
The action sustains their meaningful participation in 
decision-making that affects their most immediate needs, 
especially in health, education and community 
infrastructure. 

• Social accountability contributes to advancing people’s 
welfare—that is, the improvement of more than just the 
lives of individuals and families but that of the entire 
community, and ultimately, the nation. 

• In the same way, SAc reinforces basic human rights: the 
right to be heard (voice); the right to expression 
(information); the right to association (organization); and, 
the right to negotiate for change (participation). 

• Two forces drive social accountability: citizen groups, who 
are direct beneficiaries of public services, and government, 
which provides the space for citizen participation in 
governance such as the monitoring public programs. 
 

Social Audit: 

• Social audit is where information is to be proactively shared 
amongst people. They can, in turn, “performance audit” a 
service or programme. 

• It involves people in planning, implementation and 
evaluation phases. Sharing information, recording 
comments and acting on findings are the processes 
involved. 

• Social Audit is an independent evaluation of the 
performance of an organisation as it relates to the 
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attainment of its social goals. It is an instrument of social 
accountability of an organisation. 

• Social Audit of administration means understanding the 
administrative system and its internal dynamics from the 
angle of what they mean for the vast majority of the 
people, who are not essentially a part of the State or its 
machinery or the ruling class of the day, for whom they are 
meant to work. 

 

 

*********** 

DRDO scouts for R&D partners: 

Why in news?  The Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) is looking for potential partners to co-
develop an engine for its planned Advanced Medium Combat 
Aircraft (AMCA) and five other future technologies.  

 

About: 

• It is on the lookout for collaborators to realise the other 
military technologies that it hopes to have in around five 
years — Unmanned Combat Aerial Vehicles (UCAVs) and 
UAVs, materials, sensors, avionics, and artificial 
intelligence, he said at the inauguration of a two-day 
international seminar connected with Aero India 2019. 

• “In all six areas, we are looking for partners with the 
capability and experience, within the country or outside. 
An aeroengine of the 110-kilo Newton type that we want 
for the AMCA is not available today. We will evaluate and 
involve them in research and development.  

• Materials development is another very important area for 
making aircraft or missiles light and stealthy [or 
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undetected],” he said on the sidelines of the seminar on 
emerging frontiers in aerospace technologies. 

• Industry would be enlisted at the beginning of a project so 
that it can begin production as a natural partner. At 
present, the focus is on consolidating ongoing R&D 
activities and ensuring they reach the logical end, he added. 
 

Innovators tapped: 

• Indigenous technologies were being given a push. Minor 
innovators and startups are also being tapped for new 
concepts that the DRDO can try out. The new time-bound 
‘Dare to Dream’ challenge has received 1,000 responses 
from individuals and startups. 
 
 
 

************* 
 

 

The Hindu Centre among top think tanks: 

Why in news?  The Hindu Centre for Politics and Public 
Policy has been ranked 33rd in the ‘Top Think Tanks in China, 
India, Japan, and the Republic of Korea’ category by the 2018 
Global go To Think Tank Index Report. 

 

About: 

• The report has been published by the Think Tanks and 
Civil Societies Program, The Lauder Institute, University 
of Pennsylvania. 

• The ranking was based on several parameters including 
quality and reputation of research and analysis produced; 
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academic performance and reputation; quality, number and 
reach of publications; impact of research on policymakers; a 
demonstrated commitment to producing independent 
research and analysis; level, diversity, and stability of 
funding; media reputation; and website and digital 
presence. 

• According to the report, the largest number of think tanks 
are in the United States (1,871), followed by India (509) 
and China (507). Japan and South Korea have 128 and 
60, respectively. 

• The Hindu Centre for Politics and Public Policy, a part of 
The Hindu Group, was inaugurated by President Pranab 
Mukherjee on January 31, 2013, to promote research, 
dialogue and discussion, to enable the creation of informed 
public opinion on key issues facing India and to 
safeguard, strengthen, and nourish parliamentary 
democracy and pluralism. 

 

*********** 
 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Pahari Dam Modernization Project: - 
• Recently, the Prime Minister released the hill dam 

modernization project. This dam is located on the Dhansan 
river in Jhansi district of Uttar Pradesh. 

• Through this project Dhanan Dam has been strengthened 
further, due to which the leakage of water will be leased 
and farmers will get more water. 

 
 

*********** 
 


