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                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                                    Daily Current Affairs – 2019 

                            (18thFeb) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

National Rainfed Area Authority: 

 Why in news?  Three out of five farmers in India grow their 
crops using rainwater, instead of irrigation. However, per 
hectare government investment on their lands may be 20 times 
lower, procurement of their crops is a fraction of major 
irrigated land crops, and many of the flagship agriculture 
schemes are not tailored to benefit them. 

 

About the NRAA: 

• The Union Government has constituted a National Rain fed 
Area Authority on 3 November, 2006 to give focused 
attention to the problems of rain fed areas of the country.  

• The Authority is an advisory, policymaking and 
monitoring body charged with examining guidelines in 
various existing schemes and in the formulation of new 
schemes including all externally aided projects in this 
area.  

• Its mandate is wider than mere water conservation and 
covers all aspects of sustainable and holistic development 
of rainfed areas, including appropriate farming and 
livelihood systems approaches. It would also focus also 
focus on issues pertaining to landless and marginal 
farmers, since they constitute the large majority of 
inhabitants of rainfed areas.  

• The NRAA has formulated common guidelines for the 
Watershed Development Project and is in consultation 
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with all the States for its implementation as per instructions 
contained in the guidelines.  

• The NRAA has a two tier structure. The first tier is the 
Governing Board that provides necessary leadership and 
appropriate coordination in implementing as per 
instructions contained in the guidelines. 

 

************* 

States allocation: panel sticks to 2011 census: 

Why in news?  The 15th Finance Commission will not alter 
its approach on solely using the 2011 Census for population 
figures in its calculations for allocations to States, 

 

About: 

• Other measures would be included that would ensure that 
States that have performed well by controlling population 
growth would not be penalized. 

• “The final decision is that, as far as we are concerned, the 
Commission is a recipient of the Terms of Reference 
(ToR),” Mr. Singh said. “It is not the creator of the Terms. 
Having received the Presidential Order, we are obligated by 
the Constitution to act on the basis of the Presidential 
Order.  

• It is very clear that wherever population has to be used as a 
criterion that population should be what is in the Census 
of 2011.” 

About the Terms of reference (TOR): 

• Terms of reference (TOR) define the purpose and structures 
of a project, committee, meeting, negotiation, or any 
similar collection of people who have agreed to work 
together to accomplish a shared goal.  
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• Although the terms of reference of a project are often 
referred to by whom? As the project charter, there are 
significant differences between the two.  

• This article will describe the importance of a TOR containing 
detailed definitions however; a project charter is defined as 
containing high-level requirements, assumptions, 
constraints and descriptions as well as a budget summary 
without detail and a milestone-only schedule. 

 
************* 

 

 

Scientists discover massive mountains under Earth’s 
crust: 

Why in news?  Scientists have discovered massive 
mountains in the Earth’s mantle. 

 

About the Study: 

• According to a study published in the journal Science, 
scientists found another layer apart from crust, core and 
mantle. 

• They used data from an enormous earthquake in Bolivia 
to find mountains and other topography on a layer 
located 660 km straight down, which separates the upper 
and lower mantle. 

• It is found to be 660 km wide so they named it as 660 km 
boundary. For this study, the key data came from waves 
picked up after a magnitude 8.2 earthquake the second-
largest deep earthquake ever recorded that shook Bolivia in 
1994. 
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• The researchers also examined a layer 410 km down, at the 
top of the mid-mantle “transition zone,” and they did not 
find similar roughness. 

• The presence of roughness on the 660-km boundary has 
significant implications for understanding how our planet 
formed and evolved. 

 

 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Abohar Wildlife Sanctuary (AWS): 
• Abohar Wild life Sanctuary, One of the Sanctuaries of 

Punjab is spread on 13546 acres of Land area. Unlike 
Other Sanctuaries, which are spread on government or 
public property - Abohar wild life sanctuary is spread 
across Private land (property).  

• This sanctuary is spread over 13 villages of land area, 
which is inhabited by the Bishnoi community. The forest of 
Abohar sanctuary is a tropical dry combined deciduous 
forest. This sanctuary has a wide variety of animal species 
like black bucks, Blue bull, porcupines and wild boars. 

 
 

*********** 
 

 


