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                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                                    Daily Current Affairs – 2019 

                            (16thFeb) 

   Sources: The Hindu /PIB 

India revokes Pak.’s MFN status day after terrorist 
strike in J&K: 

 Why in news?  India on recently revoked the Most 
Favoured Nation (MFN) status of Pakistan and warned of more 
measures in response to its support for terrorist groups 
targeting India 

 

About: 

• Pakistan never reciprocated the move, largely due to its 
domestic political equations. In November 2011, Pakistan 
government approved according MFN status to India but 
the decision could never be implemented. 

• India has revoked the MFN status to Pakistan in a bid of 
retaliation to the Pulwama terror strike that martyred 
over 40 CRPF jawans in an IED blast. 

• India gave a signal for more muscular policy towards 
Pakistan. Besides withdrawing the MFN status, the CCS 
decided to “initiate” steps for complete isolation of 
Pakistan in the wake of its continued support to terror 
outfits carrying out attacks in India. 

 

About the "most favoured nation" (MFN): 

• In the process of International economic relations, "most 
favoured nation" (MFN) status is accorded by one nation to 
other; it is a kind of assurance that the countries will treat 
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each other with equal trade advantages as the "most 
favoured nation".  

• In effect, a country that has been accorded MFN status may 
not be treated less advantageously than any other country 
with MFN status by the promising country. 

• In 1995, the member countries of World Trade 
Organization (WTO) agreed to give the MFN to each other. 
India accorded the MFN status to Pakistan a year after the 
formation of WTO. 

• Revoking it means India can levy whatever import tariffs it 
wants. India can now make it very expensive for 
Pakistan to export its goods or services to India. 
 

Will this hurt Pakistan? 

• So far, India has only revoked the MFN status. It has not 
altered the import duties on Pakistan. However, if it does 
hike them, then this will likely have an impact on that 
country. 

• That said, the scale of that impact is questionable. India’s 
total trade with Pakistan stood at $2.4 billion in 2017-
18, with just $488.56 million of this being imports from 
Pakistan, according to Commerce Ministry data. 

 

 

************* 

NASA heading back to the moon: 

Why in news?  NASA is accelerating plans to return 
Americans to the moon, and this time, the U.S. space agency 
says it will be there to stay. 
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About: 

• The agency plans to speed up plans backed by U.S. 
President Donald Trump to return to the moon, using 
private companies.  
 

• The last person to walk on the moon was Eugene Cernan 
in December 1972, during the Apollo 17 mission. 

• Before humans set foot on the lunar surface again, NASA 
aims to land an unmanned vehicle on the Moon by 
2024, and is already inviting bids from the burgeoning 
private sector to build the probe. 

• NASA plans to build a small space station, dubbed Gateway, 
in the Moon's orbit by 2026. It will serve as a way-station 
for trips to and from the lunar surface, but will not be 
permanently crewed like the International Space Station 
(ISS), currently in Earth's orbit. 

About  The ISS : 

It is a habitable human-made satellite that orbits around the 
earth. It serves home for astronauts crews. 

• The first piece of the International Space Station was 
launched in 1998 after which more pieces were added. The 
firs crew arrived on ISS in November, 2000 after which the 
space station has been continuously occupied. 

• Five different space agencies representing 15 countries 
built the International Space Station. The primary space 
agency partners on the ISS project are NASA of USA, 
Russia’s Federal Space Agency (Roscosmos), the European 
Space Agency, the Canadian Space Agency and the Japan 
Aerospace Exploration Agency.  

• It flies at an altitude between 220km and 410 km above 
the earth. This is the low-earth orbit.  

•  It travels around the Earth at an average speed of 27,700 
kilometre per hour. It therefore completes 15.5 orbits per 
day. Therefore, it orbits Earth every 90 minutes. 
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************* 
 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Vande Bharat: India’s fastest train takes off  

• The inaugural trip of India’s first semi-high speed train, 
Vande Bharat Express, was flagged off by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi at the New Delhi railway station. 

• The train, named ‘Train 18’ at the concept stage, is a plush 
16-coach, air-conditioned, self-propelled train set and 
doesn’t have a locomotive. 

 

About the Vande Bharat Express: 

• Train 18 or the Vande Bharat Express is regarded as a 
successor to the 30-year-old Shatabdi Express. Shatabdi 
was introduced in 1988 and is presently running on over 
20 routes connecting metros with other important cities. 

• The Vande Bharat Express is set to run between Delhi and 
Varanasi at speed of 160 kmph.  
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